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T U E 


LIFE 

O F 

LORD CLIVE, Baron Plassev. 


T he Eid right honourable Robert lord 
Clive, appeared in the faicl court attended 
by genv'ral John Carnac, Harry Vcrclll, 
Hugh Watts, Randolph Marriott, Claud Ruflld, 
Thomas Rumbold, William Aldeiicy, Thomas 
Kellall, and Charles Floycr, Efqrs. and other co- 
.vcnanled fervants, of the honourable com[)any ot 
merchants of England, trading to the l^all Indies, 
and other principal inhabitants of Calcutta afore- 
faid, and then and there produced a certain deed 
or writing which is contained in the lollowing 
words : that is to fay, 

This Indenture made the firft day of C)51obcr 
in the fixth year of the reign of our fovercign 
George the Third, by the grace et God (d' 

Great 
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Grcnt l&nt?.;n, Fnince and Ireland, king, clefeiP 
dcr of the Faith, and in the year of our Lord 
one thoufand fevcii hundred and fixty-fix, be- 
tween the united company’s of merchants ot- Eng- 
lun^i, trading to the Iiiail Iiiiiicjs, on the one pai.t , 
and Robert lord Clive, baron Clive of Plaflhy, in 
the kingdom of Ireland, prefident and governor 
of Fort William^ in the kingdom^ of Bengal, on 
the other part; witnefietb, . that in confideration 
of the laid Robert lord Clive’s being prefident 
and governor of Fort William, and in confidera- 
lion of the fcveral fiim or fums of money to be 
received by him, the faid Robert lord Clive, in 
manner following, that is to lay : The fnm of 
one and one eight percent, upon the revenues of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, favc and except the 
revenues of the lands of the faid united company 
at Calcutta, Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chitta- 
gong, to be paid unto him in monthly, quarterly, 
or yearly payments during the time he lhall con- 
tinue prefident and governor of Fort William 
aforefaid, and alfo in coniidcration of his falary , 
ftated allowances, and commifiion upon the mintJ 
coral, and upon the freight goods, the lai(| 
Robert lord Clive, doth hereby'^ for himfelf, hil 
heirs, executors and adminiftrators, covenant, 
i)romile, and agree to, and with the faid united 
comy.anv and their fueceirors, that the faid Robert 
lord Clive, during the time he lhall continue to 
be prefident and governor of Fort WilliLun afore- 
laid, lhall not directly, nor indirectly, upon any 
prercncc.or pretext, whatfoe-ver, carry on, ufe, 
or exercilc, any trade oi commerce in the way of 
a meicnant, or othervvile, traffic, adventure, or 

trade. 
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^radc, in any commodities whatever, at, to, ir|, 
or from, the Eaft Indies, China, Perfia, or Mo- 
cha, or in any part thereof, or clfewhere, between ' 
the Cape of Good Hope, and the ftreights of 
Map-cllan, either on his own account, or in com- 
pany with, or for, or on account of any other per- 
Ibn or perfons, in any article of merchandize 
whatfover, (fave and except for the benefit of the 
Englifli Eaft India company, and except in fiich 
goods and merchandize as idiall be remaining on 
hand and unfold at the time he, the faid Robert 
lord Clive, commenced prefident and governor of 
Fort William, and wherein he now hath any lharc 
or intcreft, which only he fliall or may fell, or 
difpofe of, or give commiffion or diredtions for 
felling the fame ; and further, five and except, 
and it is the true intent and meaning hereof, that 
nothing herein contained fnall extend, or be con- 
ftrued to extend, to prevent, preclude, or hinder 
him the faid Robert lord Clive, from purcha- 
fing diamonds, or other precious ftones, provided 
he does not difpofe of the fame by way of barter o» 
fale here, or in any other part of the Eaft Indies, 
or from fending or remitting his eftateor fortune to 
England, by bills, or in any other lhape whatfoe- 
,ver, ("nor barter, fell, or exchange any kind of 
goods, wares, or merchandizes, nor cx ept from, 
nor give to any perfoa or perfons coninriiifions for 
managing or tranfading bufinefs, or affairs of mer- 
chandize ('except as before is excepted) and the faid 
Robert lord Clive, doth hereby further covenant, 
promile, and agree, to and with the faid united 
company and their fucceflbrs, that the faid Robert 
Jord Clive, fliall not, nor will himfclf, nor fliall 

wittingly 
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wittingly or willingly permit or ftiffer any other 
perfon or perlons in his name or to his ufe to adr 
vance, lead, or place out, any fum or fums pf 
money, at a greater rate, premium or intereft, than 
ten per ren. per annum, fo that the leaft interett, 
lliarc, portion, or dividend, or any other profit, 
advantage, or emolument wiiatlbever, (liall in re- 
fpeft thereof, exceeding the iaid premium or in- 
tcrell: of ten percent, per annum, as afortfaid, arife 
or acrue unto him the i'aid Robert lord Clive, his 
heirs, executors, adniinillratois, or unto any other 
pcrlbns whatfoever, through fricndfliip, favour, 
or influence, exerted by him in their behalf, con- 
trary to the true intent and fpirit of the oath here- 
unto annexed : and the faid Robert lord Clive, 
cloth hereby further covenant and agree, that he 
ihall not, nor will not, upon any account, or pre- 
tence whatfoever, dircftly or indireftly, except, 
take, or receive, nor knowingly, wittingly, or 
willingly fuffer or permit to be accepted, taken or 
received by any perfon or perlons, for his ufe or 
in trull for lum, his heirs, executors, and admini- 
fitatursS, or tor any other perfon or perfons whate- 
ver, out of perfonal friendflAp to them, or regard 
to his own intereft, dirctflly or indireftly, anyjew- 
c s, eftefts, turn or lums of money, whether by 
bonus, bilb, notes, obligations, or otherwife, or 
except of, retain, or keep any fee, gratuity or re- 
\\ard, in jewels, eftcCls, money, obligations or 
promifls, or afiuranccs of money, in writing of any 
nature or other thing whatfoever, which have been 
ercto ore clepolitcd for ferviccs promifed to be 
permrmec or favours to be received, or which (hall 
Krv.a ter c epofited, lent, received or paid into 

hi5 
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iis hands or cuflody* or into the hands or cuftody 
)f any other perfon or perfons in triift for himj 
lor knowingly permit of fuffer any other perfon oc 
jcrfons to receive^ take, or accept of the fame *or 
my part thereof, by his authority or inHuence, from 
tony king, prince, vizier, monfubdar, nabob, 
liewani tou^dar, zemindar, or from any other per- 
son or perfons, natural born fubjefts of the Eaft 
Indies, China, Perfia, or Mocha, of what degree, 
liomination or quality foever, Or from any fervant^ 
^gent, or council of any king, prince, vizier, mon- 
yfubdar, nabob, fouzdar or zemindar, exceeding the 
f.value or amount fpecified in the covenartts with the 
“faid united company : and the faid Robert lord 
Clive doth further covenant and agree, that no 
other emolument or advantage whatfoever (except- 
ing as herein excepccdj (hall in any wife howfoe- 
ver, diredlly or indiredly, arife or accrue to him, 
his heirs, executors, or adminiftrators, or to any 
other perfon whatfoever, through favour or friend- 
ihip, either from his office, or for or by reafon or 
means of the influence or authority he may have as 
prefident and governor, nor will he the faid Robert 
lord Clive receive, or knowingly permit any other 
perfon to receive any fee, gratuity, or advantage, 
from the difpofal of any place, employment or of- 
fice to any European, or any other perfon whate- 
ver, in or out of the company's fervice, and in or- 
der to a difeovery tOj and fatisfaftion for any adl:- 
ings or doings, of the faid Robert lord,Clive, or 
breach of covenant, claufe, article, or agreement, 
herein contained contrary, to the true intent and 
ipcaning hereof*, it is hereby agreed, that it (hall 
and may be lawful' to and for the faid united com- 
pany and thejr fucceflbrs, to exhibit or file any bill 
VoL- IV. . B ^ or 
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or bills of complaint of ciifcovery In his majert/if 
court of chancery or exchequer, at Wcftminlter, 
or by three or more of the council at Fort Wi/^ 
liam, for the time being, on behalf of the (aid unb 
ted company, in the honourable the mayor’s court, 
for the town of Calcutta at Fort William aforefaid, 
or by any other perfon or perfons whatfoevcr» 
againll him the faid Robert lord Clive, his execu- 
tors, nnd adminidrators, vvhereunto the faid Robert 
lord Clive doth hereby agree, that he will not de- 
mur nor plead in bar of the difeovery or relief 
fought by fiich bill or bills that hereby he is, may, 
or fliall become liable to any penalty in forfeiture, 
by force of any law or feature, bond, covenant, 
agreement, or otherwife, how'foever, but ftall 
make and put in full and perfeft anfwer and an- 
fvvers to all the parts thereof, and (ball not, in fucii 
anfwer or anfwers, infift upon any penalty, forfei- 
ture, law or ilatute, bond, covenant, or agree- 
ment, or alledge any matter whaifocver, whereby 
to prevent, bar, or preclude the faid company, or 
any other perfon or perfons, from the difeovery or 
relief fought, or to be fought by fuch bill or bills 
as aforefaid, and for the true, full and faithful per- 
formance of every article, claule, promife, cove- 
nant and agreement, herein contained, and the true 
intent and meaning thereof, on the part and behalf 
of the faid Robert lord Clive ; he the faid Robert 
lord Clive doth hereby bind and oblige himfclf, his 
hciis, executors and adminiftrators, unto the faid 
united company, and ilveir fuccefTors in the penal 
ium of one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, of 
Jawfiil moriey of Great Dritain, to be recovered, in 
caie the faid Robert lord Clive (hall adt contrary to 
iftc true intent and meaning of thefc prefents ; one 

third 
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third part of the fald futxvofone hundred and fifty 
ihouland pounds fterling,. to be paid, and payable 
unto fuch pcrfon or perfons as fhall fue for the fame, 
after information and full proof fiiall be made there • 
of in the court of chancery, exchequer, or the 
mayor’s court at Calcutta, or before the court of 
dircdlors of the faid united company and their fuc- 
cefTors. In Witnefs whereof, the prefident and 
council of Fort William, in behalf of the faid uni- 
ted Eaft India company, have hereunto fet their 
hands and feal of the laid company, on the one 
part, and the faid Robert lord Clive hath fet his 
hand and feal on the other part, this firft day of 
Oftober, in the year of our Lord, on^ tboufand 
feven hundred and lixty-lix. 



Signed, fealcd, and delivered, in Calcutta, the 
day and year above written (where no ftamp pa- 
per is to be hadj in the prefence of us, 

C L I V E, 

H. Verelft, Randolph Marriott, 
H. Watts, Claud Ruflbl, 

Tho. Rumbold, Wm. Aider fey, 
Tho. Kelfall, charles Floyer, 


Alex. Campbell, 
Hen. Strachey, 
*yji\L Wynne, 



John Carnac. 


And 



[ « ] 

And at the fame time, he tlie fald Robert lord 
Clive produced a certain affidavit, or. oath, in wri- 
ting, annexed to the before-mentioned deed or 
V. liting, winch is contained in the following wordS;^ 
that is to fay, 

In the honourable the mayor’s court, for the town 
of Calcutta in Bengal. 

'' I Robert lord Clive, prefident and governor of 
Fort William in the kingdom of Bengal, in the 
Eaft Indies, do voluntarily of my owm free will and 
accord, moft folcmnly and fincerely fwear, teftify 
and depofc, in the prefence of Almighty God, that 
I v\ill not from this time forward, during my con- 
tinuance as prefident or governor of Fort William^ 
dircftly or indireClly, carry on, ufe, or exercife, 
any trade or commerce in the way of a merchant or 
otherwife traiiic, adventure or trade, in any com- 
modities whatfoever, at, to, in, or from the Eaft 
Indies, China, Perfia, or Mocha, or any part 
thereof, or elfcwhere, between the Cape of Good 
Hope, and the ilreiglus of Malleglan, either on 
my own account, or in company with, or on ac- 
count of any other perion or perfons, in any article 
of merchandize whatfoever, fave and except for 
the benefit of the Pnglilh Lafl: India company, and 
except in fuch goods and merchandizes as fball be 
remaining on liana and unfold, at the time I com- 
menced prefident and governor of Fort William, 
and " ''crcin I now liavc any fhare or intereft, which 
^ ^hall or may fell or difpofe of, or give com- 
miffions ord.rcaions for felling the fame, and fur. 
kr, la\e and except, and it is the true intent and 

meaning 
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picaning hereof, that nothing herein contained ihall 
extend, or be conitrued’to extend, to prevent, 
preclude or hinder me from purchafing diamonds, 
or other precious ftones, provided I do not difpofe 
of the lame by way of barter or lale here, or in any 
other part of the £afl: Indies, or from lending or 
remitting my eftate and fortune to England by 
bills, or in any other (bape whatfoever ; and that I 
will not diredtiy orindircclly, from henceforward, 
jduring my continuance as prefident or governor of 
Fort William, advance, lend, or place out, nor 
wittingly or willingly permit or fufler any other 
perfon or perfons in nvj name, or to my ufe, to ad- 
vance, lend, or place out, any fum or fums of mo- 
ney at any rate, premium, or intereft, exceeding 
ten per cent, per annum, fo'that the lead intcred, 
fharc, poition, dividend or any other profit, ad- 
vantage-, or emolument whatfoever, Ihall in ref- 
ped: thereol exceeding the premium or inrerefl: of 
ten per cent, per annum, above-mtnfioned, arife 
or accrue unto me, my heirs, executors or admi- 
nlftrators, or unto any other perfon or perfons 
whatfoever through friendlhip, favour, or influence, 
exerted by me in their behalf, contrary to the true 
intent and fpirit of this oath. 

And I do moft folemnly fwear, that I will not, 
upon any account or pretence whatfoever, direftly 
or indiredfly accept, take or receive, nor knowing- 
ly, wittingly or willingly fufieror permit to be ac- 
cepted, taken, or received, by any perfon or per- 
fons in truft for me, my heirs, executors, or ad- 
minlftrators, or for any other ptrlon or perfons 
yhatfoever, out of pcrfonal friendfliip to them, or 
fcgard to my own interefl: diredly or iadirct^fly, 

any 
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jiny jewels cffefts, fum or films of money, whe*. 
ther by bonds, bills, notes, obligations, or other-, 
wife or except of, retain, or keep any fee, gratuii* 
ty, or reward, in jewels, cfFeds, money, or obli- 
gations, or promifes, or alTurances in moncy-wTi- 
ting of any nature, or other thing whatfoever, 
which has been heretofore depofited for fervices 
yromifed to be performed, or favours to be receiv- 
ed, or which fhall hereafter be depofited, lent, re- 
ceived, or paid into my hands or cuftody, or to 
any other perfons in truft for me, nor knowingly 
permit or fuffer any other perfon or perfons to re- 
ceive, take, or accept of the fame, or any part 
thereof by my authority or influence, from any 
king, prince, vizier, raonfubdar, nabob, dewan, 
fouzdar, zemindar, or from any other perfon or per- 
Ibns, natural-born fubjefts of the Eaft Indies, 
China, Perfia, or Mocha, of what degree, no- 
mination or quality foever, or from any fervant or 
agent, or council of any king, prince, vizier, 
monfubdar, nabob, dewan, fouzdar, zemindar, 
exceeding the value or amount fpecified in our co- 
venants with the faid united company ; the full in- 
tent and meaning of this oath being; and I do moft 
folemnly fwear, that my full and true intereft and 
mwning is, that in confideration of the fum of one 
and one eighth percent, upon the revenues of Ben- 
gal, Bahar, and Orifla, (fave and except the reve- 
nues of the lands of the faid united company at 
Calcutta, Burdwan, Midnapore and Chittagong,) 
to be paid to me in monthly, quarterly or yearly 
payments, during the time I foall continue to be 
prefident anc^ governor of Fort William ; and like-, 
uife in confideration of my falary, %ed allowan- 

ce5 
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ties and commiflion upon the mint, coral, and upoti 
freight goods ; and ten per cent, intereft, or pre- 
mium, upon any fum or fums of money I fliall, or 
tnay hereafter lend, advance or place out at intcr- 
eft as before-iticntioncd, no other emolument or 
advantage whatfoever, fliall in any wife howfoe- 
ver, direftly or indireftly, arife of acrue unto mcr, 
my heirs, executors, or adminiftrafori, or to any 
other perfon whatever, through favour or friend- 
Ihip from me, either from my office, or for, of by 
reafon or means of the influence and authority, I 
have as prefident and governor of Fort William* 

I further fwear, that I will not myfelf receive, 
or knowingly permit any other perfon to receive 
any fee, gratuity or advantage from the difpofal of 
any place, employment or office, to any Euro- 
pean, or any other perfon whatever, in or out of 
the company’s fervice, and that I will not in any 
manner break through, or ad: in any refped du- 
ring the time I fhall continue to be prefident and 
governor of Fort William, contrary to any article, 
covenant, claufe, and agreement contained in, or 
the true intent and meaning of a certain indenture, 
bearing date the firft day of Odober, one thou- 
fand leven hundred and fixty-lix, and made or 
mentioned to be made, between the faid united 
^mpany of the one part, and me, Robert lord 
Clive On the other part, but that I truly and faith- . 
^lly perform the fame. 

m open court at Fort! 

7 in Bengal, the firft day \ 
or October, in the fixth year of ’>*So help me God. 
^the reign of kind George the j 

* j Clive. 

John Holme, Rcgifter. 

Where- 



t 1 

Whereupon the faid deed or writing, was piiK- 
iicly, audible, and diftindly read over m the faid 
court, and immediately afterwards the faid affida- 
■ vit, or oath in writing was alfo publicly audible 
and diftinftly read over in the faid court, and then 
and there duly takeni and fworn to by him the faid 
Koberc lord Clive. 

I John Holme, regifter of the honourable the 
mayor’s court at Calcutta at Fore William in Ben- 
gal in the Haft Indies, do hereby certify and ar- 
teft, that the aforegoing writing is a true copy of 
the proceedings of the faid court, holden on Wed- 
refday the firft day of Odtober, in the year of our 
lord, one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-fix, id 
fee the right honourable Robert lord Clive, prefi- 
dent or governor of Fort William in Bengal aforc- 
faid, take an oath, or make affidavit In the faid 
court, and execute a deed, or covenant, in a large 
penalty which are expe<!:l:ed and intended to be ta* 
ken, or fworn to and renewed, or executed by all 
future governors or prefidents of Fort William in 
Bengal aforefaid, and alfo of the faid deed and 
oath, or affidavit. 

In faith and teftimony whereof, t 
have hereunto fet my hand, (and 
caufed the feal of the faid court to 
be put and affixed) this twentieth 
day of October, in the year of 
our lord, one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and fixty-fix, 

John Holme, Regifter; 
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Ac a fdcft committee, the i6th of January 1767, 
preient, the right honourable lord Clive, preii ^ 
dene ; Harry Verelft, Mq; brigadier general 
Carnac; Francis Sykes, Efqj 

The right honourable the prefident delivered in the 
following letter. 

To Harry Verelft*, Efq; &c. members of the fcleft 
committee* 


Gentlemen, 

You are not unacquainted with the felicitations I 
have had the honour to receive from the court of 
diredlors, for my continuance in this government 
another year ; nor with the very feverc lit of fick- 
nefs which obliged me to inform them, by the 
Cruttendin that I had no profpedt of recovering 
health, or even of preferving life, but by an im- 
mediate embarkation for my native country. The 
refoliuion to leave Bengal, which the judgments of 
my phyfician declares, is ftill abfoluiely ncccftary, 
I fhould maintain, would give me great concern, 
were I not fully convinced that the country remains 
inperfedl tranquility, that cheprofperity of the com- 
pany's affairs here is fixed upon a folid permanent 
bafis ; and that the gentlemen to whofe cohduft 
they are entrufted, (I mean particularly the mem- 
bers of the feledl committee) will zealouily unite to 
fupport that plan of government, which by means 
^of their unwearied affiftance, I have had the ho-r 
nour toeftablifti* I cannot omit this opportunity 
VoL. IV. c to 
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to cxprcfs the fatisfadion I fed in the reflexion, 
that I am fiicceedcd in the high and important 
oflicc of governor, by Mr. Vercllt : my knowledge 
of him, is not from the information ot others, but 
from my own obfervation and experience ; and I 
am perfuaded his utmoft endeavours will be ufed 
to prove himfclf, in every refpeft, worthy the 
trull repofed in him. 

I'he court of direftors, in their letter by the 
Mercury, feem to have left the continuance, or 
the aboliflilng of the feled committee, to my de- 
termination, together with the forming fuch re- 
gulations as I may judge moil: for the intereft 
of the company after my departure ; but as I 
would not exert a power which you may entertain 
a doubt of my being properly authorifed to afinme, 
I rcqucA, you will take into conlidcration the 
paragraphs relating thereto, and impartially de- 
clare your fenfc of the intentions of the court of 
directors on this head. If you are of opinion, 
fuch authority is lodged with me, the following 
are the regulations which I purpofe to eftablifh. 

The expediency ot the mcafurc being fclf-cvi- 
dent, I do not hcfitate to pronounce, that the 
Iclccl committee miift be continued ; and I hope 
AouwilllK' convinced, that, in the nomination 
of the members, I have not been guided by friend- 
iliip or partiality, but by the real merit and abi- 
liiks of individuals ; they are to Hand as follows ; 

Harry Vercltl, Efq. prchdent ; 

John Carter, Efq. Col. Richard Smith, 
fiancis Sykes, and Richard Becher, Efqrs/’ 


But 
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But as Mr. Bccher cannot be expected to arrive 
in Bengal before the months of July or Auguft; as 
the prefent fituatioii of the company's affairs re* 
quire, that a felcdt committee ftiould be continued 
without recefs or prorogation ; and as Colonel 
Smith and Mr. Sykes mull: frequently be abfenc 
on the duties of their refpeftive appointments, fo 
that only Meffrs. Vcrclft and Carter will remain at 
the prefidcncy, I nominate Claud Ruffcl, Efq. in 
whofe abilities, zeal for the fervice, and integrity, 
I have the greateft confidence to fill Mr. Bechet's 
feat in the committee until his arrival ; Alexander 
Campbell, Efq; to have a voice in the abfence of 
Mr. Sykes, or any other member. 

This Lift nomination I think due to a member 
of the board, adting as our fecretary, who has long 
adted as one fuch at our particular defire, and 
whofo knowledge of political affairs, ncccffarily 
acquire in that ftation, muft, upon many occa- 
fions, prove very ufeful to the committee. 

With refpedt to the regulations of the com- 
mittee, I have only to add, that Mr. Verclft, the 
governor, (hall have power, upon fuch occafions 
as he fiiall judge nccelfiry, to recall to the prefix 
dcncy, and to their fcjts, any of the abfent mem- 
bers. If inv objedtion be urged to the continua- 
tion of Mr. Sykes, I infwer, that his fituation of 
refident at the durbar, the pcrfedl knowledge he 
has acquired of the revenues, and his extreme at- 
tention, fidelity, and fkill, in the collcdtion, makes 
it requifite for the public fervice, that he ftiould 
remain, though abfent a member of the com- 
mittee. 


Perfonal 
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Perfonal merit will not effcdtually prevail, un- 
lefs it receives the fandion of minifterial import- 
ance ; and this committee being juftly confidered 
a cabinet of council, wherein the mod material 
political afniirs arc propofed, digeded, and de- 
termined u])on, it follows, that the refident at the 
durbar fhould be honoured with a feat and a vote, 
when public affairs require his prefence in Cal- 

fiirt.i. 


Jullicc to M. R. Khavvn, the naib devvan, calls 
uiioii me to rccommciKl him in the ftrongefl. terms 
to the jiroti'ction of this committee : his dili- 
gence, difintcreftednefs, and abilities, exceed 
tnofc of liny other mufllilman I have yet fecn. To 
him chiefly may be attributed the ptVfeft know- 
ledge we have aeiiuiretl of the revenues of Bengal 
and ualiar; and that the colleftions are encreal'cd 
lievond what they ever produced, without oppref- 
I'lii? tlic inhabitants. Mr. Sykes, with whom he 
has co-operated with fo much zeal for the public 

finn ’ " 1 ’ f i^y recommenda- 

' on, and coiifefs, that his merit and fcrvices en- 
title him juflly to our regard. 

ohfcn'v*\'i°'i-’ ^ improper in this to 

ciicrc-ifincrlf dclirous of 

only be ‘'^''cnues, efpecially where it can 
tenants the landholders and 

the colleW; country remains in peace, 

either J V of money will 

the ciJlfl'l otbe fentout of 

l^ft-Indics I r’ nation trading to the" 

J-dl-I„dics have ufually imported filver for a re- 

turn 
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turn in commodities. The acquifition of the de- 
vvannee has rendered this mode of traffic no 
longer ncccflary for the Englilh company. Our 
inveftments may be furnifhed, our expences, ci- 
vil and military, paid, and a large quantity of 
bullion be annually feat to China, chough we im- 
jM)rt not a Tingle dollar ; an increafe of revenue, 
therefore, unlcfs you can in proportion cncreafe 
your invcltments, can anfvver no good purpofe, 
but may in the end prove extremely pernicious ; 
inafmuch, as it may drain Bengal of its filver, and 
you will undoubtedly confider, that the exporta- 
tion of filver beyond the quantity imported, is an 
evil which, though How, and perhaps remote in 
its confequcnccs, will, nevcrthelcfs, be fatal to 
the India company. This point, therefore, I 
leave to your conftant vigilance and delibera-* 
tion. 

To what I have urged in general upon the fub- 
jeft of regulations, I beg leave to add a few words, 
in relation to one particular point. All the com- 
pany’s fervants at the aurungs, all thole at the Vic- 
tories, except fuch as are fixed at the fubordi nates, 
;ind arc ncceflTarily employed in the filk bufinefs, 
all free merchants, muft be recalled, and their 
places of refidence confined to Calcutta ; orders 
for this purpofe have already been iffued, and the 
time for their being obeyed Is limited herein no 
confideration whatfoever, fcarcely humanity irfclf, 
except in a very extraordinary inftance, flioulcl 
:empt yow to relax ; for be afliircd, until thefo re- 
gulations take place, the company cannot be pro- 
[icrly faid to enjoy their juft rights and privi- 
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leges, nor the natives to be mailer of their owh 
property. 

We have received orders from the court of di- 
reftors to abolifli the fait trade ; thefe orders muft 
be pundtually obeyed. But as I am of opinion 
that the trade i![)on its prefent tooting is rather 
beneficial than injurious to the inhabitants of the 
country, and that a continuation of this indul- 
gence, or feme other equivalent, is become abfo- 
lurcly nccctiary, and would be an honourable in- 
citement to diligence and zeal in the company's 
Icrvice. I ilattcr myfclf the court of directors 
may be iniluecd to fettle fomc plan that will prove 
agreeable to your wiilics. 

(Signed) Clive." 

The felccl: committee obferving, with the ut- 
inoll eoncern, theeffeds of this climate upon his 
lordlnip's eonftitiition, and the impoffibility of his 
remaining longer in the country without imminent 
danger of his life. 

Agreed, That we take into confideration the 
powers delegated by the honourable court of di- 
ledtois to his lordHup, as tar as they may relate 
to the coniinuing, abolilhing, or regulating, the 
lekxc conuinttec at his departure. 

Accordingly the tollowing paragraphs of the 
Honourable company's inftrudion to the prefident 
and council, under the date, the 17th of May, 
17 > 'vere read.— — The powers of the com- 

mittce arc to remain in full force duriig Lord 
Uivc s continuance in Bengal, but the committee 
1 li “Ot be continued after his departure, unlefsf 
lie Hull judge It for the interdl and benefit of the 

company." 
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‘Company.” And further, that, As in conrfc 
of the important affiiirs which now come under 
cognizance of the committee, many iiiiforcfcen 
accidents may arife, Lord Clive lliall therefore 
have permifiioii on his departure from Bengal, to 
make fuch regulations in the powers of the com- 
mittee as he fhall judge mofl; for the intcreft of 
the company.” 

It appearing to the committee from the exprefs 
ferms and meaning of the above paragraphs, that 
Hie honourable court of diredl:ors have veiled Lord 
Clive with the full authority either to abolifti the 
felcft committee entirely, or at his departure, to 
continue it under fuch regulations as he may think 
mod conducive to the fcrvice. 

It alfo appearing to them of the laft importance 
to the honourable company’s affairs, that the pu- 
blic bufinefs Ihould be conducted by the council 
and the committee, in the manner fpccified in our 
proceeding, the 2 id of December, 1767. 

And it being likewife the unanimous opinion of 
the committee, that his Iprdihip has made a jud 
and proper fele^ffion of the members who are to 
compofe the future committee. 

Relblved, that after Lord Clive and General 
Carnac’s departure, the Icleft committee fhall 
confidoffive members, agreeable to the honoura- 
ble company’s orders, contained in paragraph 39, 
of the above-mentioned letter ; and that the mem- 
bers lhall be the following gentlemen, to dand in 
order in which they arc mentioned, viz. 

Harry* Verelll, Efq. prcfident, John Cartier, 
Colonel Richard Smith, Francis Sykes, Efq. and 
Richard Becher, Efq. 


Refolvcd 
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Rcfolvcd accordingly, that Mr. Cartier lliall bt 
imnicdiatcly called down from Dacca, to take 
his feat at the board, on the departure of Lord 
Clive and General Carnac. 

Rcfolvcd alfo, for the rcafons afligned in his 
lordfhip’s letter, that Claud Ruflcll, Efq. fliall fill 
Mr. Bcchcr’s feat in committee, iiniil that gentle- 
man’s arrival; and that Alexander Campbell, 
30fq. fhall have a voice in the committee in the 
ablencc of Mr. S\ kes, or of any orher member. 

Thefe appc)intments, as they are made without 
friendfliip or jnirtiality to individuals, we doubt 
not, will meet with the approbation of our ho- 
nourable employers, and fully anfvver the fenti- 
ir.cnis which we entertain of the zeal and abilities 
ol the levcral gentlemen to promote the good of 
the fcrvice, and welfare of the public. 

And lallly, that the governor fhall have power 
nponfuch oecafions as he may judge neceffary, to 
U’cal the prefidency, and to their feats, any of the 
iiblcnt members of the committee. 

It being of the utmoll concern to the company’s 
^ lairs, that men of experience, of abilities, and of 
mtegrity, fliall alone be admitted to feats in the 
council : and the committee obferving with the 
< regret the unfitncls of fomc, and the youth 
o otliers, who Hand next in fucceffion, it is here- 
L^y reloivcd, that no vacancies which may arife at 
the council hoard lliall be filled up, until the fur- 
thcT plealure of the court of dtreftors be known. 

I he honourable court of direftors having, in 
the feledt committe, abfolQtely pro- 
tic inland trade in fait, beetle-nut, and 

tobacco. 
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tobacco, in any lhape, and upon any plan wha^ 
foever : 

Rcfolved, that the fociety of trade be aboHllied, 
and the inland trade totally rclinquiflied, on the 
ill day of September next, but that we fully cx- 
prefs our fentiments in our next advices to the 
company, refpedting the advantages which would 
refult to the fervicc, and to the company, from 
the continuance of this trade under the prefent 
/ reftridtions. 

f The right honourable the prefident, conforma- 
' ble to his reftridtive oath, relinquifhed the five 
‘lhares to which he is entitled in the capital flock 
of the focietv of trade, as well as every other com- 
mercial benefit and advantage. 

Rcfolved, that we affign to his lordfliip, as an 
equivalent for the fame of one, i } upon the re- 
venues of Bengal and Bahar, payment to com- 
mence from the ifl day of September laft, and to 
continue until the ift day of September enfuing, 
and as Mr. Verelft will have a charge of the go- 
vernment for fevcral months after his lordlhip’s 
departure, without any eflablifhed fund for main- 
taining the cxpcnccs and dignity of the ftation. 

Rcfolved, that Mr. Verellt fliall, in like man- 
ner draw upon the commiffion of i ^ upon the 
revenues of Bengal and Bahar, until the month of 
September, after he fliall have refigned the go- 
vernment. 

(Signed) 

Clive, John Carnac, 

H. Verelft, Francis Sykes. 

D 

K,774- 
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Mayor’s Court at Calcutta, at Fort-Willlani, 
in Bengal. 

At a court held on Tuefday the 17th day of 
February, in the ieventh year of the reign of our 
fovercign Lord George the Third, by the grace 
of God, of Great-Britain, France, and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, and fo forth, and 
ill the year of our Lord, One thoufand feven hun- 
dred and fixty-feven. 


Prefent, Thomas Woodward, Efq. Mayor. 
Mr. Cornelius Goodwin, Mr. David Killican 
Mr. Matthew Miller, Mr. Tho. French, 
Mr. Geo. Lear, Mr. Jofeph Jekyll, 

Mr. Will. Bolts, Mr. John Reed. 

Aldermen. 


I his being the day appointed for the honoura- 
ble Harry yercIll Llci. who now is governor or 
prefident of Fort-William, in Bengal, aforefaid, 
o a ‘c an oath, or make an affidavit in the faid 
court, and execute a deed or covenant, in a large 
pena ty, which arc expefted and intended to be 
taken or fworn to, and renewed or executed by all 

iXgfHEir 

peaTed ‘ thr?-?’" ap- 

Bichard Smith r?* i attended by colonel 
Thoma KdSi William Alderfey, 

Ca^ll £Ve?td 

vanKof thr. ’■? “ Other covenanted fer- 
tbe honoumb.c company of merchants of 

England, 
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England, trading to the Eall Indies, and other 
principal inhabitants of Calcutta aforefaid, and then 
and there produced a certain deed or writing which 
is contained in the following words ; that is to fay, 

This Indenture made the fcventeenih day of Fe- 
bruary, in the feventh year of the reign of our lb- 
rvereign lord George the third, by the grace of 
'God, of Great-Brifain, France and Ireland, king, 
idefender of the faith, See. and in the year of our 
[lord, one thoufand feven hundred and lixty-feven. 

Between the united company of Merchants of 
England, trading to the Eaft Indies, on the one 
part, and Harry Vcrelft, Efq; prelident and go- 
vernor of Fort William, in the kingdom of Ben- 
gal, on the other, witnefleth, That in conlidera- 
tion of the faid Harry Verelft’s being prefident and 
governor of Fort William, and in confideration of 
the feveral fum and fums of Money to be received 
by him the fa,ld Harry Vereltt, in manner follow- 
ing ; that is to fay, the fum of one and i ^ per 
cent, upon the revenues of Bengal, Baliar and 
Orixa, (fave and except the revenues of the lands 
of the faid united company at Calcutta, Burdwan, 
Midnapore, and Chittagong,) to be paid him in 
monthly, quarterly, or yearly payments during 
the time he lhall continue to be prefident and go- 
vernor of Fort William, aforefaid, and alfo in con- 
fideration of his falary, ftated allowance, and com- 
mifiion on the mint, coral, and upon freight goods, 
the faid Harry Verelft doth hereby for himfelf, his 
heirs, executors, and adminiftrators,- covenant, 
.promife, and agree, tp, and with the faid united 

company 
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company and their fucceffors, than the faid Harry 
Verelft, during the time he IhTill continue to be 
prefident and governor of Fort William aforefaid, 
Ihali not directly, or indiredtly, upon any pretence 
or pretext whatfoever, carry on, ufe, or txcrcife, 
any trade or commerce in the way of a merchanr, 
or othcrwifc traffic, adventure or trade in any com- 
modities whatloevcr, at, to, in, or from ihe Fa(t 
Indies, China, Pcrfia, or Mocha, or in any part 
thereof, or cllcwhcre, between the Cape ol Good 
Hope, and the Streights ot Mag^ Han (either on 
his own account, or in company with, or for, or on 
account ofany other perfon orperfons, in any arti- 
cle of meichandtze whaifoevrr, fave and except for 
the bentfii of the hnglifli Eaft India company, and 
exce[)t in fuch goods, concerns, and merchandize, 
as Hiall be commenced, remaining in hand uiil'old 
at the time he the laid Harry Verelft commenced 
prcfident and governor of Foit William, and 
wherein he now hath any ffiaie or intereft, which 
onh' he ffiali or may fell, barter, or difpofe of, or 
give commiiiions or diicdtions for felling, barter- 
ing or diipoling of the lame, for the conclufion of 
the laid concerns. And further, fave and except, 
and it is the true intent and meaning hereof, that 
nothing ffiall extend, or be conftrued to extend, 
to prevent, preclude, or hinder him the faid Harry 
Vcrelft, from purchaling diamonds or other pieci- 
ous Hones (provided he does not difpofe of the fame 
by way of barter or fale here, or in any other part 
of the haft Indies, or from fending or remitting his 
cHate and fortune to. England by bills, or in any 
other fhape whatfoever,; nor barter, fell, ot exy> 

change 
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change any kind of goods, wares, or merchandize, 
nor except from, nor give to any perfon or perluns 
commillions for managing or tranfadlng bufinefsor 
affairs of merchandize fexceptas before is excepted J 
and the faid Harry Verelll doth hereby further co- 
venant, promife, and agree, to and with the faid 
:ijnitcd company, and their luccdfors, that the laid 
Harry Verdft, lhall not, nor will himfelf, nor 
|hall wittingly or willingly permit or fuller any 
bther perfon in his name, or to his ufe, to advance, 
pend or place out any fum or Turns of money, at a 
greater rate, premium or intereft, than 12 percent, 
per annum, fo that the lead intereft, Ibare, porti- 
on, or dividend, ^or any other profit, advantage, or 
emolument whatfoever, lhall in refpeft thereof, ex- 
ceeding the faid premium, or intereft of 12 per 
cent, per annum, as aforefaid, arife or accrue unto 
him the laid Harry Verelft, his heirs, ex<"ciitors, 
or adminiftrators, contrary to the true imeut and 
fpirit of the oarh hereunto annexed. And tiv.. laid 
Harry Verelft doth hereby further covenanc and 
agree, that he lhall not, nor will not, upon any 
account or pretence whatfoever, direftly or iiuli- 
reftly, accept, take, or receive, nor knowingly, 
wittingly, or willingly fuffer or permit to be ac- 
cepted, taken, or received, by any perff)n or 
perlons, for his ufe, or in truft ror him, his heirs, 
exc'cutors and adminiftrators, or for any other per- 
fon or perfons whatfoever, out of perfonai fjiend- 
or regard to his own intereft, di- 
rectly or indiredily, any jewels, effedts, furr. or 
lu^ms of money, whether by bonds, bills, notes, 
obligations, or promifes of afTurance of money in 

wri- 
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writing, of any nature or thing whatfocvcr, which 
has been heretofore depofitccl for fcrvices promi- 
fed to be performed, or favours to be received, or 
which fhall hereafter be depofited, lent, received 
or paid into the hands or cuitody of any other 
perfon or perfons in truft for him, nor knowingly 
permit or fuffer any other perfon or perfons to re- 
ceive, take, or accept of the fame, or any part 
thereof by his authority or influence from any king 
prince, vifier, monfubdar, nabob, devvan, fouz- 
dar, zemindar, or from any other perfon or per- 
Jons, natural-born, fubjefts of the Eaft-Indics 
China, Perfia or Mocho, of what degree, deno- 
mination or quality foever, or from any fervant or 
agent, or council of any king, prfnce, vizier, mon- 
fubdar, nabob, dewan, fouzdar, or zemindar, ex- 
ceeding the value or amount fpecified in the cove- 

limyV.relft doth further covenant and agree, 
that no other emolument or advantage whatfoever 
Accepting as herein excepted) fliall in any wife 

wifl’he thl’T-H If adminiflrators, nor 

inivLrmb orknow- 

Si v receive any fee. 

£ otheTfr'"'^: European, or 

pany- 

eftablifoed T^pprS o '‘bJ’The^'" ^ 

faid 
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N Harry Verelft’s, or breach of any co\^enant, 
^laufe, article^ or agreement herein contained, 
Icontrary to the true intent and meaning hereof ; it 
is hereby agreed, that it fliall and may be lawful 
and for the faid united company and their fuc- 
^eiTors, to exhibit, or file any bill or bills of com- 
|>Iaint of diicovery in his majefty’s court of chan- 
cery or exchequer, at Weftminfter, or by three or 
more of the council at P'ort William for the time 
ipeing, on behalf of the faid united company, in the 
lionourable mayor's court for the town of Calcutta 
it Fort William aforefaid, or by any other perfon 
hr psrfons whatfoever, again ft him the faid Harry 
fVerclft, his executors, or adminiftrarors, where- 
^unto the faid Hjftry Verelft, doth hereby agree, 
that he will not demur nor plead in bar of the difeo- 
very or relief fought by fuch bill or bills that here- 
by he is, may, or (hall become liable u> any pe- 
nalty or forfeiture, by force of any law or ftatute, 
bond, covenant, agreemvnt, or otherwife howfoe- 
ver, but (hall make and pur in a full and perfcdl an- 
fwer and anfwers to all the parts thereof, and (hall 
inot, in fnch anfwer or anfwers, inlift upon any pe- 
nalty, forfeiture, law or (latute, bond, covenant 
or agreement ; or alledge any matter whatfoever, 
whereby to prevent, bar, or preclude the fiiiti 
:^company, or any ocher perfon or pcrfbns, from* 
the dilt^overy or relief (ought, or to be fought, by 
fuch bill or bills as aforefaid, and for the true, full, 
and faithful performance of every articK*, claufe, 
covenant, promife, and agreement, herein con- 
tained, and the true intent and meaning thereof, 
on the part and behalf of the faid Harry Verelft; 

he 
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he the GIJ H^rry Verclft doth hereby bind and 
obl5^;e iiiinfclt, his heirs, executors, and admini- 
ftraturs, unto the laid united company, and their 
fuccefibrs, in the penal lum ot one hundred and 
lifty tlioulaad pounds ct lawful money of Great 
J‘4i:ain, to be recovered, in cafe the faid Harry 
Virdlt lhail ad: contrary to the true intent and 
nuaninguf thefe prefents, one third part of the 
laid li.ni of one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds 
llfiliii^^ to be paid, and be payable to fuch per- 
son or pc rfons as ll^allfue for the lame, after infor- 
n-iation aed full pioof lhall be made thereof in the 
coerr of ei'anccf), ('Xclie(|Uc.T, or the mayor’s court 
at Cdcuna, (o before the court of diredors of the 
faid uniteu company and their fuccedbrs, or before 
the cou cil ot Fort William oforefaid, and the re- 
niairi'.g two third parts thereof, lhall be paid to 
and {nr tii ule of the laid united company and their 
liicctll^rs. ^ 


In u-iUKls whereof, the prefident and council of 
-irt v\ lli.ini, in behalf of the faid united Eaft 
Jml I company, have hcicimto fet their hands and 
thflvalof the l.mi company, on the one part, and 
he faiu Harry Vercdl has let his hand and feal on 
the other pan, tins leveineench day of February, in 
t e year of our lord, one thoufand feven hundred 
and ,x . - even. Provded always, and it is here- 
(iireSnf tr 1? I’-ovidcd, That if any orders or 

oinrr )f I' honourable the 
for 1,/r appointments, 

the erefi and emoluments of 
L William, 

the faid prefident may prefer to the confi- 

deration 
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deration fpcclfiod In this indenture, and the oath 
annexed, fliall be void and of none eflld:. 


II. Verclfl. 



5i(^ncd, fealcd, and delivered, in Calcutta, the 
day and year above written (where no (lamp pa- 
per Ls to be hadj in the prefence of us. 


H. Vcrelft, 
Claud RufTel, 
Tho. Kelfall, 
Alex. Campbell. 


Femion Drox 
William Wynne, 
Gcrd. Guft. Ducarel. 


Richard Smith, 
Wm. Alder fey, 
Charles Floyer, 



e/pul 


At which time it was declared by the faid Harry 
Vorelfl:, on hb parr, and the prelident and council 
theri prefent, on the behalf of the honourable luft 
India company, that chough no time is mentioned 
in the faid indenture for tiling a bill of difeovery, or 
<?onimencing any other profecution againft the laid 
Harry Verelll lor breach of any of ’ the covenants 
Vur.. IV. K herein 
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herein contained, yet it is intended and underflooef, 
and hereby declared and agreed by the faid prefi-# 
dent and council, and it is the true intent and 
meaning of the laid deed, that no fuch bill (hall 
be hied, or profcciition commenced, againft the 
faid Harry Vcrelil, for the purpofes aforefaid, un- 
kfs the fame fhall be filed or commenced within 
three years next after the faid Harry Vcrelft (hall 
refign or quit the prefidcncy of Fort William in 
Bengal aforefaid : and at the fame time, he the 
faid Harry Verclll produced a certain affidavit or 
oath in writing, annexed to the before-mentioned 
deed or writing, wffiich is contained in the follow- 
ing words : that is to fay, I , 7 7 4 


I, Harry Verelft, prefident and governor of 
tore William in the kingdom of Bengal, in the 
liaft Indies, do voluntarily of my own free will 
and accord, mofl folcmnly and (incerely fwcar, 
muty and depofc, in the prefence of Almighty 
Cjod, that 1 will not, from this rime forward, du- 
ring my continuance as prefident and governor of 
ort William, diredtly, or indirectly, carry or 
u c, orexercife any trade or commerce in the way 
of a merchant, or otherwife traffic, adventure, or 
trade m any commodities whatfoever, at, to, in, 
or from the Eaft Indies, China, Perfia, or Mocha, 

between the 

nn ^ r ^ account, OF IQ Company with, or 

article of „? r*’" *>"7 

whatfoever; fave and ex- 

Eaft India con,r 

P ^ 7> cept in fuch goods, concerns, and 

merchan- 
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merchandizes, as fliall be remaining In hand and 
unfold at the time I commenced prefident and go- 
vernor of Fort William, and whereas I now have 
no (hare or intereft, which only I fliall or may fell, 
barter, difpofe of, or give commiffions or dircc- 
fions for felling, bartering, or difpofing of the fame 
for the conclufion of the laid concerns. And fur- 
ther, fave and except, and It is the true intent and 
meaning hereof, that nothing herein contained fliall 
Ixtenci, or be conftrned to extend, to prevent, 
preclude, or hinder me from purchafing diamonds, 
tor other precious ftones, provided I do no difpofe 
of the fame by way of barter or fale here, or in 
any other part of the Eaft Indies, or from fending 
or remitting my eftate and fortune to England by 
bills, or in any other fhape whatfoever ; and that I 
will not diredtly or inclircdlly, from henceforward, 
during my continuance as prefident and governor 
of Fort William, advance, lend, or place out, nor 
wittingly or willingly permit or fuffer any other 
perfon or perfens, in my name, or to my ufe, to 
'advance, lend, or place out, any fum or fums of 
i money, at any rate, premium or intereft, exceed- 
ing twelve percent, per annum, fo that the lead 
lintereftjfliare, portion, dividend, or any other profit, 
^advantage, or emolument whatfoever, fliall In re- 
ffpeft thereof, exceeding the premium or intereft of 
^twelve per cent, per annum, above-mentioned, 
’arife, or accrue unto me, my heirs, executors, or 
adminiftrators, contrary to the true intent and fpl- 
rlt of this oath : And I do moft folemnly fwear, 
' that I will not, upon any account or pretence what- 
•foever, direflly or indireftl’y accept, rake, or re- 
ceive, nor knowingly, wittingly- or willingly fuffer 

or 
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or permit to be accepted, taken, or received, by 
any perim or perfons, in truil for me, my hc ii', 
executors, cr adminiftrators, for any other jicrlon 
or per i( IIS whatever, out of perfonal friendlhip to 
rlicm, or ic^ard to my own interclf, diredtly or in- 
ciiict;:tiy, any jewels, effedfs, fum or fums of mo- 
ney, uiwiher by bonds, bills, notes, obligations, 
or pron.iies, or alFuranccs of money in writing of 
any nature or other thing whatfoever, which ha,s 
been heretofore depofited for fei vices proniifcd to 
be performed, or favours to be received, or which 
lhall hereafter be dcpofiied, lent, received, or paid 
into my hands or cuftody, or to any other per- 
ions ill trulfforme; nor knowingly permit or 
fuffer any other perfon or pcifons to receive, 
lake, or except of the fame, or any part there- 
of by iny authority or inHuence, from any 
king, prince, vizier, nionfubdar, nabob, dew- 
an, fouzdar, or zemindar, or from any other 
perfon nr pcifons, natural-born lubjefts of the 
^aft Iixlivs, China, reifja, or Mocho, of what 
degree, nomination, or quality foever, or from 
Jinyicivant, agenr, or council of any king, prince, 
Vizicr, ir.onlubdar, nabob, dewan, fouzdar, or 
zemindar, exceeding the value or amount fpcci- 
.i.d inour covenants with the fa id united company, 
jhe full intcuu and meaning, of this oath being, and 
I;kwr.olHolcnnilylwcur, that my full, true intent 
iVn conhderation of the fum of 

B yoyeigitn per cent, upon the revenues of 
, : (rave and except the re- 

CaicuL^ \ ^ united company ac 

^ucta, Burdwan, Miunaporca and Chittagong) , 

to ' 
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itobe paid to me in monthly, quarterly, or yearly 
ipayments, during- the time I tliall continue to be 
prelidcnt and governor of Fort William, and like- 
iwife in confideration of my falary, Hated allow- 
ance, and commillion upon the mint, coral, and 
upon the ftcighc goods, and twelve per cent, in- 
tereH upon any funi'or fums of money I fliall, or 
way hereafter lend, advance, or place out at in- 
Burrell as before-mentioned, no other emolument or 

f dvantage whatlbever fliall, in any wife howfoever, 
ircdtly or indiredly arile or accrue unto me, my 
eirs, executors, or adminiftrators during the time 
remain prclident and governor of For” William, 
without the con'fent and approbation of the ho- 
nourable the court ofdireflors, or theprefident and 
council for the time being." I further fwcar, that 
I will not myfelf receive, or knowingly permit any 
other perfon to receive any fee, gratuity or advan- 
tage, from the difpofal of any place, employmcnr. 
Dr clllcc, to any Ituropcan, or any other perfon 
whatever, in or out of the company’s lervice, ex- 
cept what has been or lhall be cflablilbed or ap- 
proved of by the honourable the court of direftors, 
or by the prclident and council for the time being ; 
Ind that I will not in any manner break through, 
k adl in any refped during the time I lhall contil 
bue to be prclident and governor of Fort William, 
tontrary to any article, covenant, claufe, promife 
md agreement, contained in, or the true intent and 
r,icaning of, a certain indenture bearing date this 
jtventeenth day of February, one thoufand feven 
lundred .and fixty-feven, and made or mentioned 
:y be made between the faid united company of the 
ipe part, and me, Harry Vcrclll on the other part ; 

but 
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but that I will truly and faithfully perform the 
ilyne, provided always, and ic is hereby under- 
ftood and provided, that if any orders or diredions 
fhali arrive from the honourable the court of direc- 
tors relative to any appointments for the fupporr, 
maintenance and emoluments of the prefident and 
governor of Fort William, which the faid prefi- 
dent may prefer to the confiderations fpecified in 
this oath, that then, and in fuch cafe, rhe above 
oath and indenture fliail be void and of none 

tfti-a-. 

So help me God. 


Verellt. 

Sworn in the court this feventeenth 
day of htbruary, in the year of our 
Lord, one thoufand feven hundred 
and iixty-feven. 


jukiu riuinic;, rcgUCCr. 


Whereupon the faid deed or writing was pub- 
IC y, audibly, and diftindly, read over in the 
. ( coiiit, and immediately aficrv.'ards the faid 
^ iwavir or o.yh in writing was alfo publicly, ati- 
tl' • / read over in the faid court, and 

L lUny vlS 

niayoVs^coiirr^arT’i''*^*^''’ honourable the 

ga!,^ in' the Ealt iS eT‘ do' 

tell, that the forego^; Jirt? • 

of the faid c^uft. 'held on Say 

the 
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Ihe feventeenth day of February, in the year of our 
lord, one tluufand fev^eii hundred and fixty-fcvcn, 
to fee the honourable Harry Verelft, Efq; prefi- 
dent or governor of Fort William in Bengal afore- 
Faid, take an oath, or made an affidavit in the faid 
court, and execute a deed or covenant* in a large 
penalty, which are exped;ed and intended to be 
taken or fworn to, and renewed or executed by all 
^ture governors or prefidents of Fort William in 
IJcngal, aforefaid, and alfo of the faid deed, oath 
|nd affidavit. 

In faith and teftimony 
whereof, 1 have hereunto 
let my hand, and caufed 
the fcal of the faid court to 
be hereunto put and affix- 
ed, this twenty-third day 
of March, in the year 
of our lord, one thou (and 
feven hundred and fixty* 
feven, 

John Holme, regifter, 

plxtradlof the company’s general letter to Bengal, 
} dated the twentieth ot November, 1767. 

We have taken your plan for condufting the 
fait trade, as contained in your proceedings of the 
eighth of September 1766, into our moll lerious 
eonfiderationjand having revifed all that we and you 
^ave wrote on the fubjefli of the inland trade in ge- 
neral, and of fait in particular, we arc the more con- 
vinced 
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vinced of the abfolute necclfity of excluding n}} 
pcrions whadbevcr, excepting the natives only^ 
from being concerned therein ; and we accortiingiy 
hereby ratify and confirm the orders we gave in 
our letters of the 19th of h'ebruary, and the I'even- 
teenth of May, one thoufand feveii hundred and 
lixty-fix ; that no company’s fervant, free* mer- 
chant, or any Furopean, fiaall in any mode or.fliape 
whatlbever, either by themfclves or agents, di- 
redly or indiredfly, trade in, or be concerned in 
an inland trade, in lair, beetle-nut, tobacco, or in 
any other articles produced and confumed in the 
country, and fuch trade is hereby abolilhed and 
put a final end to, agreeable to our before-men- 
lioncd orders ; any further, if any of the before- 
mentioned fhall, direftly or indircdtly, carry on, 
or be concerned in fuch inland trade, or in farming 
the callaries, or making falts ; if a company's fer- 
vanc he is to be immediately difmillcd the compa- 
ny’s lervice, and from all others the company’s 
protedfion is to be forthwith withdrawn. 

Having thus prohibited our lervants, from being 
concerned in the Inland trade, the allowance of 
pne one-eighth per cent, comm iffion on the dewan- 
nee revenues, fettled by you on the governor, for 
rclinquifliing all fliare in the fait trade, is ablclute- 
ly to determine and ccafe upon the firil day of Sep- 
tember, one thoufand leven hundred and lixcy- 
feven., 

Paft experience has fo imprelTed us with ideas of 
the necedity of confining our fervants and Euro- 
peans refiding under our protedion, within the an- 
tient limits of our export and import trade, that we 

look 
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look on every innovation in the inland trade, as an 
intrulion on the natural right of the natives of the 
country, who now more particularly claim our pro- 
teftion ; and we cfteem it as fhuch our duty to 
maintain this barrier between the two commercial 
rights, as to defend the provinces from foreign in- 
valions. 

Our principal objefl: being the cafe and conveni- 
encies of the natives, we have confidered in v/ha‘t 
manner the important trade in fait can be carried on, 
lb as to fupply the whole country with this material 
neceffary of life, on the eafieft terms, and tho 
It aft liable to oppreflion. 

For this purpofe we direft, that the fait trade 
be laid open to the natives in general, under the 
following regulations, vii. That all the callaries or 
falt-pans within the company’s jurifdiftion in the 
Calcutta, Pergunnah’s and the company’s lands, 
and the provinces of Burdwan, Midnapore, Chit- 
tagong, be put up to piiblic fale, at their refpec- 
tivc capitals, and fold to the beft bidder, five cal- 
laries in each lot, and that no one perfon be allow- 
ed to take more than thirty lots, which we judge 
will enable him to make about forty-five thoufand 
or fifty thoufand buzar maunds of fait in the year, 
2 nd that two months notice be given all over the 
country before the fale begin, and all Europeans 
are hereby cxprefsly prohibited from being bid- 
ders at fuch Talcs, or holding any of the falt-works 
in their hands, either diredtiy or indircftly. 

If therc^are any callaries under the jurifdlftlon of 
the nabob’s govcrnirfent, the fame method is to be 
recommended to the adminiftration at Murfha- 
dabad. 

VoL. IV. 


F 


It 
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It is rcprefented to us, that the fait made In eve- 
ry part of the country, except what is neceifary 
for the confumption of the dillrifts where it is pro- 
duced, Ihoukl be carried to, and landed at, Razar 
Barney, and the creek, or fmall river, oppofite to 
Barnaffore, and the people of the country to make 
their purchafes there, and pay a duty on all fait 
carried from thence, at fuch rate as will, upon the 
neareft eftimation you can poflibly make, produce 
to the revenue one hundred thoufand pounds at Jeafty 
and not exceeding one hundred and twenty thoufand 
per annum. The amount being in this manner af- 
ceitained, it will be eafy to fettle how many ficca 
rupees per hundred buzar maunds it will amount 
to, and the duty is to be rated accordingly ; could 
wc from any of your regifters have learned what 
quantity of fait is made and confumed in the coun- 


try, we might then have had fiiflicient grounds to 
have proceeded on, to fettle in this letter with 
precilion, the duty j but not having fuch informa- 
tions, we muft leave it to you, to caufc it to be ad- 
jufted in the before-mentioned manner. 

If befides the above, there are any other places 
by which fait may pafs up the country in any of 
the provinces : you are to conform to the intention 
of this order with refpea to fUch places, 

rhat^ payment of the above duty to the coun- 
try colledors, the purchafer is to receive a duftuck 
to carry his fait to any part of the country he chu*^ 
fbs free from all other duties ; the like duty is to 
be levied on all fait carried by land through the 
IMtchet pafles from the countries of Burdwan, 
Xvlidnaporej and other plnces> 


The 
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The collefting the faid duty, we conceive, will 
fall under the orders of the government of Murlha- 
dabad, and it will be accounted for in the revenues 
of the dewannee. 

That all makers of fait be obliged to dediver eve- 
ry year an account of the quantity of fait they have 
made, and at what places the fame has been landed, 
which muft appear upon the face of your proceed- 
ings. 

If any boats are found fniuggling of fait, the 
fame to be confifeated to the govennient, boat and 
' fair, which will prevent the owners of the boats 
from receiving any fait that has not paid the duty, 
and that notice of the fame be publiflied all over 
the country. 

That all foreign fait landed in Bengal pay the 
boforc-nientioned duty, or more, if it lliould be 
fvHind recelTary, for the encouragement pf the ma- 
nufadtures in Bengal. 

lo prevent all abufes of the EnglKli influence, 
we think it proper to enjoin, and the fame is ac- 
cordingly to be made known in the molt public 
manner, that any boat, having fait on board, hoifl:- 
ing Rnglidi colours, or pretending to an Englifh 
duftuck, fliall be liable to conflication, togetbr 
with the cargo, and the nabob’s minifters will 
feize the fame, as forfeited to the government. 

Having ellabliChed thetb regulations for the fait 
trade, we now confirm our orders for the prohibi- 
tion of our fervants engaging in all other inland 
trade, in articles produced and confumed in the 
country, fave only fuch articles as are for exporta- 
tion by (hipping to a foreign market, which will be 
intitled lo an Englilh duftuck, as part of the ex- 

porc 
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port trade wlchln the intention of the firmaund 5 
and here wc remark with fome furprife in the com- 
mittees proceedings of the 2 2d of Odfobcr, that 
bectle-nuc and tobacco are among thole articles, 
which is contrary to the fpirit of the hrmaund, 
and the tenor of our orders. 

The duties to be collefted on the other inland 
trade will fall under the direftion of the admini- 
ftration at Murfhadabad, in which you will recom- 
mend the fame intention to the good of the natives, 
as we have in thefe regulations for the fait trade. 

We hope this freedom of trade will be the means 
of keeping fait at a low price, but if ever it fliould 
be fold at the places we have limited, at, or above 
one hundred and forty ficca rupees, for one hun- 
dred buzar maunds, including the duty, we lliall 
efteem it too high a price for the natives to pay ; 
and w^e do expcvft, that under your influence, and 
that of the Murfhadabad adminidration, the price 
never exceeds one hundred and forty ficca rupees 
unlcfs in the cafe of fome general calamity ; for 
we had rather the duty fliould be dlminiihcd, thaa 
fait Ihould exceed that price. 

As the trade of our fervants is to be confined to 
the articles of import and export only, in which 
they will be confiderably afilAed by the great de- 
mands for extending the company’s inveftments, 
and confidering the great incrcafe of bufinefs, in 
which our principal fervants arc necefTarily enga- 
ged, and w'hich demands their iitmoft care and at- 
tention, we are come to a refolution to give them a 
reafonablc encouragement to exert themlelves with 
/,eal and alacrity in their feveral departme nts, but 
ivhich they are to look upon as a free gift from the* 

hand 
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hand of their employers, offered to thern annually^ 
fo long as the prefent revenues fliall remain with tho 
company, and their behaviour lliall continue to 
meric fuch a reward. 

That you draw out an annual account of the fums 
received from the dewannce, dedudting thereout 
the ftipulated payments to the king and the nabob, 
and the allowances to the nabob’s miniftors; alfoof 
‘the revenues of the provinces of Burdwan, Mid- 
inapore, Chittagong, and the Calcutta pergunnahs, 
from which are to be dedudted lord Clive’s jaghire, 
and the ordinary charges of colledting. 

Upon the amount of the fald net revenues you 
are hereby indulged to draw a commiffion of two 
and an half per cent. 

The funi which fhall be the produce of the faid 
two and one half per cent, is to be divided into one 
hundred parts or lhares, which parts or lhares are 
to be appropriated in the following manner, viz. 

The governor Is to have thirty-one (hares. 

The fecond in council, four and a half ditto. 

The reft of the feledi committee, not having a 
chief (hip, each three and a half ditto. 

I'he reft of the council not having a chief (hip, 
each one and a half ditto. 

For it is our meaning and direftion, that the 
chiefs of Coflimbuzar, Patna, Decca, and Chitta- 
gong, are not to have any proportion of the faid 
ftiarcs. 

Being convinced that the employ of refident 
at the durbar and chief of Coffimbuzer cannot from 
the importance and extent of the bufineis of each, 

depart- 
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department be properly executed by one perfon, 
we therefore dirtd that they be from this time for- 
ward feperatedj and that fome other members of the 
council be appointtd to the faid chieffliip. We 
do not make this regulation from any failure of at- 
tention on the part of Mr. Sykes, with whofe con- 
dudt we are perfedlly fatisfied. 

And in ronfideration of the extraordinary trou- 
ble and attention which the refident at the durbar, 
muft: necellarily have in the due execution of that 
important pofl ; we direft that he be allowed four 
fharcs and an half ; but this is to be undcrflood to 
be in full, and inllcad of fuch (hares as are afhgned, 
as above-mentioned, to his rank in council, or as 
member of the feled committee. 

The large proportion allotted to the governor in 
the before-mentioned commiffion of 2 ^percent, 
is in confidcration of his rclinquilhing, and not be- 
ing concerned in any trade whatever, even in arti- 
cles of import and export ; and all prefent or other 
gratifications as cxprellcd in the deed of renuncia- 
tion in your proceedings of the 22d of September 
1766, which where approved and confirmed, and 
direded, that all governors do execute th*e like in- 
llrument on their entering into their office, our in- 
ducement for annexing jo great an appointment to 
theftation of prefident and governor, is in full ex- 
pedation of his giving up his whole time and at- 
tention to the faithful difeharge of his duty, and 
that being excluded from all trade himfdf, he may, 
and we accordingly depend, that he be vigilant in 
watching and deteding all abufes commTitcd by 
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Ycfu are to obferve, that the fhares of the com- 
inlSion here fpecilied for the governor is additional 
to his prefent falary of three thoufand pounds per 
annum, and his mint duty and confulage, and the 
fliares to the other fervants, are to be an addition 
to their prefent appointments of falary, diet, mo- 
ney, and the polls they may refpeftively hold, eX' 
cepting the chieflhips, as before excepted ; 

Wc have now to add, and we accordingly direft, 
jthat the before-mentioned commifficn of 2 |per 
^fcent. do commence from the firft day .of Septem- 
ber 1767, but as we have before ordered that the 
allowance made to the governor of one and one 
eighth per cent, on the devvannee revenues is abfo- 
lucely to determine and ceafe on that day ; We 
further direft, that from the faid lirft day of Sep- 
tember laft, from the time of the arrival of thefe 
advices, an allowance of one and one-eighth per 
cent, on the company’s nett territorial revenues be 
made to the governor, and that then the fum arifing 
from the remaining one and three-eighth per 
cent# (which compleats the 2 4- per cent, commif- 
fion) be proportionated among our principal fer- 
vants civil and military, prorata, according to the 
refpcdiive fliares allotted them by our prefent ap- 
pointment ; and you are to take notice, that froirt 
and after your receiving thefe difpatches, the a- 
mount of the 2 ^ per cent, commiffion, to be ap- 
propriated in the manfier before direfted. 

Prom an eftimate wc have made of the amount 
and diftribution of the commiffion of the beforc- 
^ mentioned 2| percent, we find that a confidera-r 
ble fum will Hill remain unappropriated. 

This 
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This furplus is to be carried to the company’s 
credit, under the head of unappropriated connmif- 
lion, until you lhall receive further orders from us, 
concerning the difpofition of iti 

Extradt of the general letter to Bengal, daited the 
i6th of March 1768. 

Tt being rcafonable that our civil and military 
fcTvants, under the prefidencies of Fort St. George 
and Bombay, fliould, in fome degree, be put on a 
fimilar footing with your’s, to encourage them like- 
wife to exert their utmoft endeavours fo ferve the 
company with zeal and alacrity, in the prefent cx- 
tenfive and important fituation of their affairs, we 
have conftituted an annual fund of fixty thoufand 
current pagodas for that purpofe, arifingout of the 
territorial revenues at Fort St. George ; but as there 
is no refourcc of that kind at Bombay, the fund 
for that prefidency mull arife from our revenues in 
Bengal ; we have therefore diredted them to draw 
upon you for one lack, and one third of Bengal 
^rrent rupees annually, fo long as the company 
lhall be pofleffed of the dewannee revenues, and 
you are aecordingly pundtually to comply with the 
faid drafts, which faid fum is to be proportioned 
out among your civil and military fervants at that 
prefidency, upon a plan fomewhat fimilar to that 
fettled for Bengal. 

In our letter of the 20th of November, we fet- 
tled the falary and allowance for prefident Verellf 
and every future governor of Bengal ; and you are 
acquainted that the large lhare then allotted him of 
the commiffion on the revenues, was in confidera- 

tion. 
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jlion of his rellnquiftiing being concerned In every 
I'ldnd of trade whatever ; and all prefents and other 
'gratifications, as fpecified in the deed of renuncia- 
tion entered on your confulcations the 2 2d of Sep- 
tember 1766, which we direded fliould be execu- 
ted by your future governor’s* 

We have fince, upon our mature confideratlon 
of the faid deed, caufed a more proper inftrument 
to be prepared for the fame purpofc, and now 
tranfmit copies thereof, that the fame may be en- 

f rofied and duly executed by Mr. Verelfi: immedi- 
^ tely, and by every future governor, on his fuccced- 
ing to that ftation, the governor is to execute this 
deed in triplicate, two of which are to be fent to 
us by different fhips, and the third kept by you in 
your treafure cheft, that they may be ready to be 
made ufeof, either by us or you, if neceffary. 

Extraft of the general letter from Bengal, dated 
the 2d of February, 1769, 


When the importance of this government is 
confidered, by the interefts that yourfelves and the 
nation have in its profperity, every mode of fup- 
port that can be given for its ftability, ou^ht fully 
and impartially to be difeuffed ; an uniformity of 
condud:, a proper fupport in the executive power, 
and an inequality in the diftribution of rewards dif- 
u ed among the fevcral members who compofe 
your board in general, promife beft to fecure that 
armony, fo eflential to give weight to its refolu- 

govern- 
ment 13 to be maintained. ® 

VoL. IV, G 


When 
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When public gratifications are made, they ari! 
' fuppofed to be marks for dillinguilhcd merit, or 
pre-eminence of llation and when no particular 
ads of former are aiiignecl, they will always be 
confidercd in the latter point of view : As Juch, 
honourable firs, we could wi/li that in appropria- 
*ting the fliares of your indulgence from the icve- 
nucs, you had not excluded the chiefs of the fubor- 
dinates rcllrided in trade, as they, as well as all 
your fervants, have been by your'late diredion.^ ; 
They fiiare a burthen of the public duty cqunliv 
vdth thole who you have indulged, uithout any fu- 
perior benefits. 'I'his hath been rcnionftrated to us 
by Mr. Riimbold, in his letter, entered in this day s 
concluiion, and hath induced us, until your plea- 
lure is known, to allow them, reftrided under fc- 
curitVj to refund, Ihould it nut meet your approba- 
tion, the fame proportion of your indulgence as you 
have preferibed for the members of the council. 

Fromthe above reafons it is, wc wifb, that the 
council, being the immediate diredors of every de- 
partment, both civil and milirary, hath flood di- 
llinguiUicd in your gratifications above every other ; 
not from any particular motive or defire to promote 
their own intereft, and diminilh the fhare of others, 
but to preferve that degree of rank and pre-emi- 
nence of llation, in which you yourfelves have pla* 
_ced them ; The inllanccs we would refer to arc, 

A colonel you have indulged with 2 Iharcs. 

A menaber ot the board and a lieutenant colonel, 
.wtn I ! Ihares. ’ 


The" 
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The additional rtiare allowed to Mr. RumLold, 
\ivas granted to him on confideration of the additio- 
nal trouble and attention he has as fnpervifor of the 
^Bahar collcftions, which bears a near proportion to 
■the allowance you have been pleafed to make to the 
teficlent at the durbar, from a fimilar confidera- 
tion. 

An account of the commiflions arifing on the 
pet revenues from the id of September, 1767, to 
Ac id of September, 1768, goes a number in the 
lackct, and the didribution thereof, wc flatter 
Diirfclvcs, you will find has been made conforma- 
ple to your fcveral orders : the balance of rupees 
13,603 : 10 : IT, being' the 'nappropriated com- 
nuliion \yc had, prior to our K'nlution refpedting 
the chiefs of fubordinates, who arc members of 
^^our council, direded to be carried to that head 

balance will 

be infufiicient to anfwer that purpofo, wc fliall be 
iHidcr the neccflity of accounting for the difference 
:)ut of the prclent growing unappropriated coin- 
iiiflion, and which wc horx; will meet with your 
ipprobation : and permit us here, gentlemen, to 
return you our warmed thanks for" your bounty 
^ud kind confideration of us in this indance. 

JExtrad of the general letter to Bengal, dated the 
a3d of March, 1770. 

\\ c have received by the ‘Salilbury, an ac- 
connt of the commiflion of the deaannee revenues 
or bengal and Bahar, and thofe 11 *er your collce- 
tor-gencral, from the id of September, 1767, to 
•the 3Ut(n- Augud, 1768 ; and by the Shrcwdnirv, 
a like account of the fubfequeut half-year, ta,kcn 
m an <i\eriioo oi the revenues of the former. The 
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nett receipts being there ftated in general article^ 
would alone have rendered your account unfatisfac- 
tory to us, as we exptdcd to fee the receipts of 
your feveral revenues diftindly ipecified : We 
therefore diced:, that either fepeiate or conncdled 
with your future accounts of comrrnffions, you fend 
us a full and particular (late of the receipts of the 
revenues of Murfhadabad and Bahar, with thofe of 
thedlilricts and provinces on which fuch commif- 
fion is drawn, exhibiting at the iame rime the fevc- 
lal charges and dedudions to vhich the relpcdive 
revenues are fubjeft, the whole correfponding with 
the period of your ftatements. 

And being now to confider the fharcs you have 
thought ht to allow, in addition to thofe appointed 
by our orders of the joth of November 1767 ; we 
fee with aftoniihment fuch an infradion of thofe 
orders, and fuch an abufe of our generolity, as 
appears in the diftribution made by your prefident 
and council, of any part of the furplus arifing from 
the unappropriated fhares of this commiifion, which 
furplus we confider as a fund which would have 
admitted of our extending to our principal fervanrs 
at Bombay, a (hare of that favour we had (hewn to 
thofe of your prefidency ; And we accordingly di- 
reded you to remit to them the amount of one and 
one-thircl lack of current rupees. 

But by your advices, as well as your accounts of 
commifiion, wc find, that, contrary to our orders 
refpeding thogiiftribution of this commiffion, fo 
fully and cxprefsly fet forth in our letter before- 
mentioned, you have taken upon yourfelvcs to dif- 
pofe of a great of the unappropriated fharcs, in the 
lollowing manner : 


To 
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the chief of Patna and fuperinten' 
dants of the Bahar revenues 
fo the chief of Caffimbuzar - - - 

to the chief of Decca - - . 

To the furgeons of the army and your prefi- 
dency, each three-fourths. 


Skaresi 


2 i 

* -i 


^ As this diftribution has been made in violation 
J our faid orders, we hereby require and dircdt, 
pat fuch of you as were at that rime members of 
ur councii, and the reprefcntatives and attornies 
; fuch others as may be returned to England, do, 

I your feparate capacities, forthwith pay into 
|ur treafury, in Bengal, the amount of the fevc- 
fums paid by you as a lharc, or ftiarcs, of this 
^mniiffion, to any perfon, either as a fuperin- 
tendant of the Bahar revenues, as chief of cither 
pf the fadories of Decca, of Patna, Caffimbuzar, 
br Chittagong, as furgeon of the army, or of your 
|relidency, or to any other perfon who may have 
fcceived a ffiare to which he was nor entitled by 
|ir appointment; under which defeription we 
Ipnfiiier Mr. Charlton, who received a ffiare as 
Bember of council, for nine months before his 
Wmiffion to a feat at that board, the amount of 
Which you mull; forthwith pay as here direded. 

As to any bonds, or other fecurity which you 
may have taken for the repayment of fuch ffiarcs 
as might not be approved of by us, it refts wholly 

SinV as you may 

ffimk nt for the recovery of the amount of any 

|ums paid without our authority; for we hereby 

renounce 
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renounce and dlfclaim any act vou may have done 
iu oppjfition to our pardculur direftions, in rc- 
fpe^tto this coinmillion, and from Inch breach of 
your duty \Vc hold you refponiible tor every undue 
payment, 

M a Seka Commiricc, the iRth of September, 
iy6^. P relent 

The Right Hon. Lord Clive, prclldcnt, 8i:c- 

Refuming the confidcration of the plan for car-r 
rying on the inland trade, in order to determine 
with refpedt to the coiujxiny and the claffes of 
proprietors, the committee are unanimoufly of 
opinion, That whatever furphis monies the com- 
pany may find- them felvcs poficffcd of, after diL 
charging their fcvcral demands at this prefidency, 
the fame will be employed more to their benefit 
and advantage, in fiipplving largely that valuable 
branch of their commerce, rhe China trade, and 
affifling the want of their other fettlcmcnts ; and 
that it will be more for their intcrefl; to be confi- 
dcred as fuperiors of this trade, and receive a 
handfomc duty upon it, than to be engaged as 
])roprictars in the Hock. Beflowing, thcrefovc, 
all due attention to the circumftanccs of the com- 
pany's being at the fame time the head and maf- 
ters of our fcrvice, and now come into the place 
of the country government by his majcHy’s royal 
grant of the dewannee, it is agreed, that the in- 
land trade in the above articles lhall be fubjeft to 
a duty to the company, after the following rates, 
which arc calculated, according to the belt judg- 
iJicnt we can form of the value of the trade in ge- 
neral^ 
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neval, aiul the ad van 'iacje which may bc|expc£):ccl 
to accrue from it to the proprietors. 

On lalt, 35 per cent, valuing the loi maundsaC 
the rate of 90 rupees, and in confideration hereof, 
the prefent balance duty to be abolirtied. 

On beetle-nut 10 per cent, on the prime coft. 

On tobacco/ 25 per cent, on ditto. 

By this calculation we hope, may be produced a 
clear revenue to the company of at lead 100,000 
pounds fterling, per annum, and (hould it appear 
upon further experience of the trade, that the pro- 
fits will admit of an increafe of theft rates of duties, 
wc hereby refolve, that a fair and impartial repre- 
fentation of the fame fliall be made to our honoura- 
ble mafters, in order to receive their diredions, as 
it is our fixed determination to render them all 
poffible fatisfadtion in this point. 

With rcfpedl to the proprietors, it is agreed and 
refolved, that they (hall be arranged into three 
clalfes ; that each clafs (hall be intitled to fo many 
fhares in the docks, and chat a certain capital dock 
iliall be agreed upon in order to afeertain the value 
of each (hare. 

According to the feheme, it is agreed, that 
dais fil'd diall confid of the governor, five lliares ; 
the lecond, three llvarcs ; the general, three 
Shares ; ten gcnrlemcn of council, each two 
fiiares, twenty fliares ; two colonels, each two 
fliares, four ihares ; in all thirty-five fhares for 
thefird clafs. 

That clafs fccond fliall confid of one chaplain, 
fourteen junior merchants, and three lieutcnant- 
cc^lonels ; in all, eighteen perfons, who fliall each 
be entitled to one third of a counfdlor’s propor- 
tion, 
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tion, or two thirds of one lhare ; and which fiiakea 
in all twelve iharcs for the lecond clafs. We 
mean always to include in this number fuch junior 
merchants as the company have thought proper 
to fix in the fervicc ; who, as well as the tadtors 
in the next clafs that may be reftrained from rifing 
as covenant fervants, fliall however be entitled to 
their full fliarc of the advantage of this trade. 

That clafs third fiiall confift of thirteen faftors, 
four majors, four firfl furgeons at the prefidency, 
two firft furgeons at the army, one fccrctary to 
the council, one fub-accomptant, one Perfian 
tranflator, and one fiib-export warehoufe-keeper ; 
in all twenty-feven perfons who lhall each be en- 
titled to one fixth of a counfcllor^s proportion, or 
one third of one fharc ; and which makes in all 
eight fliarcs for the third clafs. 

It is necefiary however to be obferved, that by 
this arrangement It is intended, and it is according- 
ly hereby 

Ordered, That twelve fliares in this trade (hall 
be allotted to eighteen perfons, compofed of the 
firft fenior and junior merchants, lieutenants, colo- 
nels, and chaplain or chaplains, all exceeding that 
number of thofe ranks, muft ftand excluded until 
they can be included in it ; anel chaplains, be they 
more or Icfs, to be reckoned only as one fenior or 
junior merchant. 

That eight (hares in this trade (hall, in like man- 
ner, always be allotted to twenty-four perfons, 
compofed of the fenior faftors, majors, furgeons, 
and the three officers above fpecified ; all exceed- 
ing that number of thofe ranks, are not to (hare 
till they can be included in it. 


The 
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'TFic committee have thus fettled the arrange^ 
linenc of the claffes, and the fliares in the ftocks ; 
but they leave to the committee of trade to afeer- 
tain the arhount of the capital, as they muft be the 
naoll: competent judges of what fund will be re- 
quired. 

That the trade may meet with no interruption, 
and for the better regulating the fame, the com- 
mittee of trade may from time to time, from bye 
laws, which have been communicated, approved 
and figned to, by the body of proprietors, they 
(the committee) (hall be impowered to enforce and 
carry into execution. 

That the books of the foclety fliall be opened tho 
fird of every September, and clofed the 31ft the 
following Augurt : that for the prefent year all 
perfons who fliall for this time be deemed propric-* 
tors, and vvhofe names (hall be inrolled by the 
committee of trade, agreeable to this fcheme of 
diftribucion, (hall be intitlcd to their proportion of 
profits arifing unto the trade during the courfe of 
the year, whether abfciice, or death fliould enfue, 
and fo in all future years, after the names of the 
perfons who may compofe the clafles (hall have 
been regularly inrolled. 

Refolvcd, That no perfon (liall (hare in a dou- 
ble capacity, and receive a benehc at the lame time 
from his rank in the fervice, and alfo from fuch 
employment as he may happen to enjoy. 

Ordered, that a copy of thefc proceedings be 
prepared and laid before the council, that they 
may tranfmit the fame, with their dircdlions, to 
the committee of trade. 

fSigned) Clive, 

VoL. IV. II Extradt 



, t 54 1 

Extrad of Bengal general confulcatlons, 2^tl\ Sep-i 
tember, 1765. 

The right honourable lord Clive, prefident, Sic, 

The prefident lays before the board a copy of 
the proceedings of the feled committee, contain- 
ing their conclufion of the plan for the inland trade 
with rerpc(ft to the company, and the dililrent 
clafTcs of the proprietors. And, 

The fame have been perufed, agreed it be tranf- 
mltted to the committee of trade, with inib unions 
to proceed agreeably thereto, 

(Signed) Cllvc/^ &c. 

At a general court held on Friday the 18th of 
May, 1764, 

Refolved, 

That it be recommended to the court of direc- 
tors to confiderthe orders lent to Bengal relative to 
the trade of the company’s fervants in the article of 
fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, and that they do 
give luch diredions for regulating the fime, agreea- 
bly to the interefls of the company and the lubah, 
as to them may appear moil prudent, cither by 
fettling, here at home, the reftridions under which 
this trade ought to be carried on, or by referring 
it to the governor or council of Fort William, to 
regulate this important point, in fuch a manner as 
may prevent all future difputes betwixt the fubah 
and the company. 

Atteftcd by P. Mlchell, Secretary.’* 


At 
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At a fclcct committee the loth of Auguft, 1765, 
at Fort William. 

Prefent. 

William Brightwcll Sumner, Efq; prefident, Har* 
ry Verelft, Elqj 

In conformity to the honourable company's or- 
ders, contained in their letter of the ill ot June, 
1764, the committee now proceeds to take into 
their confideiaiion rhe lubjcd: of the inland trade, 
in the- articles of fah, bceclc-tiuf, and tobacco, the 
lame having been frequently dilooiirled ot at for- 
mer meetings, and Mr. Sumner having lately col- 
Jc.!;'ted the opinions or the abfcrit members at large, 
on every circumllancc. 

It is agreed and rcfolvcd, that the following 
plan for conducting this trade lhall be carried into 
execution, the committee citceming the fame mofi: 
correfpondent with the company’s orders, and con- 
ducive to the ends which they have in view, when 
they require that the trade (hall be put upon fuch 
a footing as may appear moft equitable for the be- 
nefit of their forvants, leaft liable to produce dif- 
putes with the country government, and wherein 
their own intcreft, and that of the nabob, lhall at 
the fame time be properly attended to, and con- 
fide red. 

That the whole trade fhall be carried on by an 
cxclufive company, formed for that purpule, and 
confifting of all thofe who may be deemed judly 
ifttirlcd to fnare. That a proper fund lhall be rai- 
fed by a loan at intcreft, for the fuppiy and the 

fupport 
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Support of the fame j and that It fhall commenca 
in the month of September enfuing, or as loon af? 
ter as may be found .moft convenient. 

That all fait, beetle-nut^ and tobacco, produ- 
ced in, or imported into Bengal, fhall be purcha- 
fed by this eflablilhed company, and public adver- 
tifoments lhall be ilfued, ftriftly prohibiting all 
Other perfons whatever, who are dependants on 
oir government, to deal in thofe articles. 

That application fliall be made to the nabob to 
llTuc the like prohibition to all his officers and fub- 
jeds of the dsllrid where any quantity of either of 
thole articles is manufiitturcd or produced. 

That the fait ffiall be purchafed by contrad, on 
the moll reafonable terms, giving the prefcTence to 
the fadories of Decca, Chittagong, Burdwan, and 
Midnapore, for the produce of their refpedive 
diftrids, to the fouzdar of Houghley, and the other 
zemindars, for the produce of ingollce, lumlook, 
myfidole, &c. and to fuch perffins as may offer the 
moff: reafonable propolal, for the quantity produ- 
ced in Calcutta lands. 

That the beetle-nut and tobacco fhall in the like 
manner be purchaied by contrad, under fuch 
terms and conditions as, upon proper inquiry, ffiall 
appear to the managers to be the moft conformable 
to the intereft concerned. 

That the contradors for the faid oath ffiall agree 
to deliver it at certain fixed places at a ftipiilated 
per maunds, comprehending fuch advance upon 
their contrads with the zemindars and molungecs, 
as m-ay be efteemed an equivalent to their rilk, 
trouble, and bad debts. 

That 
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That as the advance will be made by the con« 
tradors lo the zemindars, ^at a certain period 
pt the reafon, in the ufiial manner, lo niall the ad- 
vance from t!ie public company to the contiattors 
be made in proportion thereto. 

That the lalt, bectle^uit, and tobacco, there 
purchafed by the public company, foal I be traii- 
jnorted to a certain number of places for falc, to 
be there, and there only, difpoled of by their 
agents ; and that the country merchants may then 
become jnirchafers, and again traniport the articles 
whither they think they have the greatcll ])rofped: 
of profit ; and by this means, not only the freijiient 
oppreflion the inhabitants of the country have (iif- 
fored by i'^uropcans having permiflion to travorfc 
to every place, for the falc of thole commodities, 
v/ill be i)Ut a flop to ; but by thus referving the 
natives and merchants a competent fhare of the 
profits, both in the purchafe and laic, wc may 
hope for the good effcdl of removing the gene- 
ral odium that has prevailed, from our feeking 
to deprive them of every part of that trade. 

That as it is apprehended feme difficulty will 
nrife in Iccnring the produce of the Dccca, and 
Chittagong diitrit^fs, by reafon of the property of 
the lands being fcattered in a number of hands, 
ail dependent on the government ; it is agreed. 
That application dvall be made to the nabob for 
jicrvvannahs on the leveral zetnindars of thofe 
didridts, as well as thofe of Iloughlcy, 8cc, 
Oridtly ordering and requiring them to contract 
for all the fait that can be made on their lands 
i^^ith the Englifh alone, and forbidding the laic 
fo any other perfoii or perfons vvhatfoever. 


That 
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That the hononrahle company fliall either 
Clare in this trade as proprietors, or receive an an- 
nual duty upon it, as may appear to be molt for 
their intercPi, when conlidcrcd with their other 
engagement and demands at this prtfidcncy. 

Tliat the nal)ob fhall in like manner be confi- 
dered, as may bejudged mofe proper, either as a 
proprietor, or by annual nuzzaranna to be com- 
puted upon inrpefting a llatcment of his duties 
on fait in former years. 

That the manner in which the honourable 
compjaiiy and the nabob fliall be confidered, be- 
ing once determined, the remainder of this trade 
fliall be divided ainongll the comj>any’s Icrvants, 
arranged under certain dalles, and each dais 
to lharc a certain proportion of the capital 
Cock. 

That a committee of trade fliall be appointed 
to receive the management of this plan, and pro- 
fccutc the fame in all its branches ; that they ftall 
be immediately authorifed to take meafurcs for 
raifing the fundatintcrdl, and to receive propoflds, 
and fettle the contracls; and further, that for their 
affiflancc in this work, a perfon fhall be appointed 
in the quality of their. fccretary and accomptant. 

The foregoing regulation, the fded committee 
judge, will be found a fuflicient ground-work for 
commencing this trade, to be improved hereaf- 
ter, as circumftanccs may occur and dired: : and 
it is therefore agreed, 

That they be delivered over to the committee 
of trade, as foon as they are appointed, with in- 
Crudions to proceed in raifing the money, and 
making the contrads. 
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The points contained in the tenth, eleventh^ 
andtvvvlfth regulations, as their not being jufti- 
ficd, need be" no impediment to the profecution 
of this bufinds, lb the committee clleem them of 
lb much importance, that the fettlcmcnt of them 
Hioiild be delayed until theabfent members return 
to Calcutta ; and that they then be deliberated 
upon at a full committee. 

Agreed, therefore, that the committee of trade 
be ailb devifed of this rcfolution, and that they 
fliall be hereafrer informed of the diflribution 
which may be fettled, with any other regulations, 
which may occur relative thereto, for their go- 
vernment. 

Mr. Sumner acquaints the committee, that, 
being apprifed of the intentions contained in the 
third and ninth regufarions, he dcfired Mr. 
Svkcs, when he lately went up to Murlhadabad, 
to apply to the nabob for the ncceffary perwannahs 
for aiuhorlfuip; and lacilitating this trade ; and 
that he has accordingly leccivcd from that gen- 
tleman perwannahs to this purpofe, being 106 in 
numbei ; the fame he now prefents to the com- 
mitLcc, logoi her with fcvcral papers of informa- 
tion, wl'iieli he has collcdled, regarding the 
pioduce of the dillorcnt diUrids, and the condi- 
tion that laic can be contreded for. 

Ordered, that they be delivered over to the 
commutcc of trade tor their ruidancc. 

1 awing now into confidcration the appoint- 
ineius 01 this committee of trade, the felcd com- 
mittee arc oi opinion, That it flioukl be com- 
po.cd of two members of their body, and two 
genr.Is.\r4eii oi the council. 

Agreed, 
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Agreed, tlicreforc, that wc recommend to the 
council, to appoint two of their members, to be 
joined with two of the committee, to conditute 
this board, and receive charge of the plan;^ and, 
at the fame time, to appoint a proper perfon to 
the office of fccretary and accomptant. 

(Signed) W. B. Sumner, &c. 

Extract of a Letter from the Right Hon. Lord 
Clive, Prcfidcnt and Governor of Bengal, to 
the Court of Direftors, dated 30th Septem- 
ber, 1765, 

The regulations of the nabob’s miniftry, the 
acquifition of the dewannec, and the honourable 
terms on which wc have concluded a peace with 
the vizier of the empire, have placed the dignity 
and advantage of the Engliffi Eaft-India company 
on a bafis mure firm than our mod dinguinc widics 
could, in a few months ago have fuggeded, 
Thefe, however, alone will not infurc our dabi- 
lity. Thefe are but the out-works which guard 
you from your natural enemies, the natives ot the 
country : all is not fafe ; danger dill fubfids from 
more formidable enemies within, luxury, cor- 
ruption, avarice, rapacity. Thefe are podedions 
of your principal pods, and arc ready to betray 
your citadel. Thefe, therefore, mud be extir- 
pated, or they will infallibly dedroy us ; wc can- 
not exped the fame caufes which have ruined the 
greeted kingdoms, diould have different effeds 
on fuch a date as oars. That fudden growth of 
riches, from Whence tl^ofc evils principally arife, 

demands 
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demands our moft fcrioiis attention. The afflAirs 
of Bengal, however glorious and flourifhing the 
prorpc& may be now, cannot be fucccfsfully ma^ 
naged by men vvhofc views extend beyond a year 
or two, and who will fet all orders from the court 
of diredors at defiance, well knowing they muft 
have acciuired an affluent fortune, or at lead a 
comfortable independency, before refentment can 
reach him. A competency ought to be allowed 
to all your fervants, from the time of their arri- 
val in India, and advantages Ihoiild gradually cn- 
creafe to each, in proportion to his dation ; bur, 
I would have few of them entertain hopes of re- 
turning to their native country till they have 
attained the rank of counfcllor ; then the profpedt 
fliould open to them, and they fhould be certain 
of being cna])lcd to return in a few years with 
Independent fortunes. This certainty, would arife 
from the frcight-fliips, from the privileges of 
trade (the advantages of which you arc not unac- 
quainted with) and alfo from the profits upon 
fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, agreeably to the 
new regulations which we have made, in order to 
redify the abufes that have been fo long com- 
mitted in thofe branches of trade, to the great 
detriment of the country government, without 
View of benenr to the company. 

The regulations now eftablilhed for the fait 
trade, will, I hope, be entirely to your fatisfac- 
tion. I at firfl intended to propofe, that the com- 
pany and their fervants fhould be jointly and equal- 
ly concerned in the trade itfelf; but upon bet- 
ter confidcration, I judged that plan to be rather 
unbecoming the dignity of the company, and con- 
cludal It would be better that they fhould give the 

^OL. IV. T ..1 

^ trade 
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trade entirely to tlicir fervants, and fix a duty tip^ 
on it for thcmfelvcsy equivalent to half the profits* 
This duty we have computed at the rate of 35 
per cent, for the prefent ; but, I iuiaoinc it will be 
able next year to bear an incrcafc. The articles 
of beetle-nut and tobacco bcino; of Icfs confe- 
quence, and yielding much lefs advantage, the du- 
ties upon them of courfe mull be lefs. For further 
particulars of thofc regulations, I beg leave to re- 
fer you to the committee’s letter and proceedings, 
as I would not here trouble you with the repeti- 
tion of a matter which is there fo fully laid before 
you. 

The advantages propofed for the governor and 
council, would undoubtedly appear extremely 
large to thofe who are unacquainted with the 
riches of Bengal, and the numberlefs 'opportuni- 
ties which the company’s fervants have of acquir- 
ing money. But you arc now pcrfcdlly informed 
of the revenues of thefe kingdoms, and the prodi- 
gious emoluments within the reach of gentlemen 
high in the fervice, will, I am perfuaded, agree 
with me, that if fome plan of ihc nature propofed, 
1)0 not adopted, the governor and council will not 
fail to acquire much larger fortunes, by other 
ri'icans, in a much lliorter time, which mull al- 
ways be produdive of that quick fucceffion, not 
only fo detrimental to vour commercial intereft, 
hut lb totally incompatible with the acquifition of 
political knowledge, which ought now to be con- 
fidered as a very material qualification in all your 
civil as well as military fervants. To obviate an 
objcdlion which may arife, that they may pofli.7 
bly proceed in theoklwayof procuring money, not- 

with" 
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xvithftanding they acccptoftlicfc allowances, I would 
have an an oatl/tcndcivd to them of as ftrongand 
Iblcmn-naturcd as can be penned. I have drawn 
out the form of one agreeable to my idea of the cx^ 
pedient ; and have the honour to inclofc it for your 
confideraiit)!!. To this may be annexed, a penalty 
bond of 1 50,000 1. to be executed by the governor, 
and of 50,0001. to be executed by each of the coun- 
cil. Thus the confcicncc of fomc will be awa- 
kened by the legal confequcnces of perjury, and 
pecuniarv punilbment will be a fure guard over 
the honefty of others. Could the hearts of men 
bo known by their general charadcr in fociety, or 
CvUild their condurt in a ftate of temptatiejn boaf-, 
o*rtaincd from their moderate attention to vcalth, 
whllft the fudden acquifinon of it was impoffiblc, 
the propofal I make would be an alfront to reli- 
gion and to morality ; but fince that is not the 
cafe in any p^ii't of the world, and leaf): of all fa 
in the liali, we mrdl, for our own fccurity, impofc 
fuch reftraints as (hall make it impoffiblc ever for 
byj^ocrify to introduce corruption. 

The committee’s letter will fpeclfy the propor- 
tion of emoluments propofed for the field officers, 
from the new acquired advantages upon fait. The 
fame objection rny perhaps be made to this, which 
I fuppofe was likely to occur will) rcfpcA to the 
plan for the benefit of the council fervants; if fo, 
I beg leave to refer you fo my propofal and re- 
marks, upon that fubje^t, which arc equally pro- 
jper and applicable to this. 


Extraft 
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Extraft of a letter from the feleA committee at 
Bengal, to the court of diredtors, dated the 
30th of September, 1765. 

By confnlting our proceedings of the idth of 
Auguft and i8th of September, you will be able 
to judge of the progrefs we have made in carry- 
ing your orders into execution relative to the 
trade of fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, This fub- 
jedt \ve confider with all the attention poffible, and 
regard to your intereft, and good of the fervicc. 
We found that to remove the inconveniences of a 
free trade, prevent the oppreffions daily commit- 
ted, fave this valuable article of commerce from 
ruin, and diffufc the benefits refulting indiferimi- 
natcly among all your fervants entitled to duftucks^ 
it was neceflary to inveft the whole in an exclufivo 
company, conipofcd of the three firft clafles of 
your covenanted fervants, the field officers, chap-r 
lains, and head furgeons. In admitting the field 
officers, and flaying the proportions allotted to 
each clafs, we had particular regard to your pre- 
fent fitiiation of your council, and field officers who 
are now excluded any emoluments they before en- 
joyed. It is our opinion, that gentlemen who have 
rifen to their ftations with credit and reputation, 
are certainly entitled to fomething more than a fub, 
fiflcnce. They even have a right to expeft fuch 
advantages in your fervice, as may enable them to 
return in a few years with independency to their 
native country. With refpedt to the company, 
we arc unanimoufly of opinion, it is more for their 
intereft to be confidered luperiors than proprietors, 

?r4 
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and as the royal grant of the dewannec renders thd 
1 1 th* article unnccelUiry, we are thereby enabled 
to fubjedl the trade to a duty which will produce 
a clear annual revenue of 120,000 1, ilcrling. 
Whatever furpliis of their revenues the company 
may find rhcmfolvcs poirellcd of, after difeharg- 
ing all the demands on this prcfidency, we ima- 
gine may be employed much more to their bene- 
fit, in fupporring and extending the China trade, 
and afiifting the wants of other prcfidcncics. 

However, iliouid it either appear that we have 
miftaken the company’s real intcrell, or that the 
profirs of the trade will admit of increafed duties. 
It is our rcfolution, to give all pofliblc fatisfad'ion 
on thofe points to our honourable mailers, and to 
lay before you a frdr, fi.ll, and candid reprefenta- 
tion of the amount of the colls, charges, and fales 
of the firil year. 


Extraft of the general letter from Eengai, dated 
the 30th September, 1765. 

The feledl committee having token under confi* 
deration your orders touching the inland trade in 
the articles of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, they 
comnumicated to the board, in their next proceed- 
ings a let of regulations formed thereupon, as the 
general work of a plan fur carrying it on in future; 
we beg leave to refer you to the proceedings them- 
felves for your particular information of this plan ; 
and have here to inform you, that Mellieurs Sum- 
ner, Vcrclll, Leycefter, and Gray, were in confe- 
quence, conftituted the committee for receiving 
charge thcreofi ^nd managing it on behalf of the 
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b(5dy of the propricrors, with authority (6 correP. 
pond with the fubonlinate faftories, and to puriu^ 
all fuch mealuresas might conformable thereto ap^ 
pear to them eligible and proper ; and that the ne-» 
celTary advice and orders were given accordingly to 
the fubordinates, and publication made, prohibU 
dihg all perfons dependant on the company’s go- 
vernment, from enteiing into any new engage- 
ments in thofe articles, unlefs any contraftors with 
the committee tor the purchale of fale of them : 
we have alfo to note to you, that Melirs. Leycefter 
and Gray ciilTented to the authority the feltft com- 
mittee had taken upon thtmfelves on this occafion, 
eilceming it in no wife delegated to them by the 
terms and intention of their appointments : and 
that the iubjed fbould have been confidercd and 
determined on in council. 

The committee of trade having entered upon 
the profccution of the plan, we have received 
from them a reprefentation for having the focicty 
fecured againll any innovations in the courfc of 
rheir prefent engagements ; and foliclting from 
us fuch a (Iced as we might think fufficieni to en- 
fureto them the exdufrve rights to the trade, till 
thofe engagements arc concluded, the fame time 
to be renewed every feafon, fo long as it fhall be 
agreeable to you that this plan flioiild fubfifl:. 
We could not but agree with them entirely in the 
propriety of this mcafure, and have given direc- 
tions for drawing accordingly fuch a writing as 
may be thought fiifficicnt to focurc to the pre- 
feht proprietors the right in qucftlon ; and we 
now requeft your permiffion to renew tbe fame 
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for the future concerns : if the plan meets with 
your approbation. 

The Iclcft committee having laid before us a 
copy of their proceedings, containing their con- 
clufion of the plan for carrying on the inland trade, 
with refpccfl to the company, and the clafles of 
proprietors, and the fame has been delivered over 
to the committee for managing the trade with in- 
ftrudions to proceed conformably thereto.** 

Extrad of Bengal general conful rations, dated the 
ibihof September, 1765, 

Prefent, 

The right honourable lord Clive prefident, 

The committee for managing the plan of trade 
in the referved articles of lalt, bcetle-nut and to- 
bacco, and in the following letter, foliciting a 
deed to fecure the proprietors in the right to the 
fame, during the continuance of their prefent en- 
gagements to be renewed every fcafon, as long as 
it may be agreeable to the honourable company 
that this plan fhould fublift. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 

In confequence of the plan which you have been 
pleafed to trull to our management, we have, for 
fbme time paft, been taking meafures for regula- 
ting the trade of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, and 
having already concluded confiderablc contrads for 
th^purchafe of the firft article. 

Having 
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Having thus engaged In the trade, and ttidde ad- 
vances of the Ibciety’s property, with a view of 
being able to carry it on agreeably to your faid 
plan, it becomes a necefTary confideration with us, 
on behalf of the body for v/hom we aft, to have 
them fecured againfl: any innovations during the 
continuance of their prefent engagements. The 
terms of the purchafe contrafts will run for the en- 
fuing year’s produce of the feveral articles, and the 
vend will be concluded as foon after as poffible ; 
we therefore requeft, that your lordlbip and coun- 
cil, will furnilb us with fuch a deed or writing as 
you ftiall think fufficient to fccurc to the fociety the 
free and foie purchafe of the articles of fait, beetle- 
nut and tobacco, produced in the provinces of Ben- 
gal, Bahar, and Orifla, from the fird of Septem- 
ber 1765, to the 31ft of Auguft 1766, allowing 
fufficient time to difpofe of fuch purchafe for the 
feafon, to be renewed every feafon, as long as it 
fhall be agreeable to the honourable company that 
this plan ffiould fubfitt. And as a very great lofs 
would arife to the proprietors, ffiould any altera- 
tion happen after the concern for the year is be- 
gun, and before itisfiniffied, that ample provifions 
he made for the continuance of the conclufion of 
fuch concerns. 

We are the mod earned to be fatisfied in this 
point, as, until we obtain your compliance, we 
find, we ffiall not be able to edabliffi the credit of 
the fociety amongd the merchants, fo as to railc 
iheneceffiary fund for carrying on the trade. 

We are, with refpeft, 

My lord and gentlemen, 

Fort William, Your mod obedient humble fervf. 
Sept. 11,1765. W. B. Sumner, kc. 

Tho 
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The fame having been purfiied and confidcreJ^^ 
M'e are unanimous of opinion refpeding the pro- 
priety of pafling the deed requefted the fociety. 
And, 

Such a one is accordingly ordered to be prepar- 
ed by Mr. Wittall, for the fecurityof the prefenc 
p''oprietois. 

It is agreed to apply to the company ’for per- 
mifllon to renew the fame for the future concerns, 
if the plan meets with their approbation. And, 

The comnaittce is advifed in anfwer accordingly, 
with further informations, that when the prefenc 
deed Is prepared and executed, it fhall be imme- 
diately traniinitted them. 

To William Brightwell Sumner, Efq-, 6cc. gen- 
tlemen of the committee of trade. 

Gentlemen, 

We have received your letter of the nth iriH:. 
f)Iiciting us to grant you, on behalf of the focicry 
of trade, a deed to fccure to them the exclufive 
right of trading in the reverfed articles during the 
eofitinuance of their prefent engagements. As we 
agree with you ejitirely in the propriety of this 
me, lime, we have given directions for drawing 
fuch a writing as may be thought fufficient to fe^ 
cure to the prefent proprietors, the right you re- 
quell ; aryl we fhall apply to the court of directors 
for permifiion co renew the lame for the future 
cona rns, if the plan meets with their approbation. 
\oL. IV K As 
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As foon as the deed is prepared and executed, ij 
lhall be immediately tranlmiued to you* 

Fort William, We are, 

1 6th Sept. 1765. Gentlemen, 

Your moilobed. fervant* 

Extract of the Bengal general con ful rations, dated 
the 22d of January, 1766. 

Prefent, 

The right honourable lord Clive, prefident, &c. 

The collcdtor-general reporting Mr. Lcycefter’s 
account of Molunghec fait balance to be julf, or- 
dered, the amount, being current rupees, 27,183 53 
be dilburfed him out ot the ircafury. 

Extraft of the Bengal feleft confultations, dated 
the 23d day of July, 1768. 

Prefent, 

The honourable Harry Verelft, Efq; prefident, &c. 

By fait balances paid to the gentlemen atChiiti- 
gong and Ducca, account their fait balances, the 
nabob Mcer Jalficr having undertaken to make 
good all fuch arrears, in confcqucnce of th^ir be- 
ing ordered to relinqulfli this commerce. 

By the governor and council - rupees 2 5,000 0 

By ditto, ditto . - - 61,454 0 

By Mr. George Williamfon, paid the 
balance duo to him from a contract 
for fait with the government, as per 
order /fom the fclcd; coaimittec 15,1 25 15 

At 
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At a conclufion, dated the jift of Aiiguft, 1767. 

Prefent, 

The honourable Harry Verelft, Efq; prefident,&c. 

Mr. RufTel having met with a minute of Mr. 
Sumner’s, dated the luh of September laft, rela- 
tive to the mongunhecs fait balances ; he now begs 
leave to deliver it in with fcveral papers therein re- 
ferred to, and requerts the board’s orders concerning 
them, having daily application from thofe to whom 
the balances is due ; he adds, that it appears by 
the proceedings of the committee of fair trade, 
that rhefe accounts had been referred by the board 
to them, and that they returned them approved 
the 29th of Odober, but as nothing of this ap- 
pears on the face of the confultatioas, not even Mr. 
Sumner’s minute, Mr, Ruifcl is at a lofs to know 
what furtlier is necellary, or whether the balances 
are to be difoliarged by the collcftor-general. He 
further informs the board, that many more claims 
have been lodged f nee the date of Mr. Sumner’s 
minute, and the accounts are now under exami- 
nation. 

30th July, 1767. 

Claud Ruflel, Collcdor-generaU 

Mr. Sumner s minute is now alfo read as fol- 
lows : 

Mr. Sumner having examined the fcveral 
Kallcry farmers on 
t e Molungces, for laic balances rifing in thc^ 

year. 
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years 1762 to 1765,31x1 having nlfo compared the 
fame \;ith the accuiinrs of different molungt'cs, 
f luisjthutrhe groisbalanccsof the whole arcadjuikd 
pretty much to their farisfaftion. But as lomc 
indufgt'nccs, wliich the farmers think thcmfclves 
entitled to, have verv much incrcaicd the faid 
balances, and cauful much difeontent to the mo- 
lungcvs, he has thought it necelibry, for the bet- 
ter "krtling and adjufling thereof, to have refer- 
ence to the rcfolvcs of the committee of lands on 
this fubjedl. 

He has accordingly made fiich extrads from 
their books of procec'dings, in 1762 and 1765, as 
feemed requifile to clear tiie principal ]' ants in 
difput'e; which extrads, with a few obll various 
of his own, ho now fubmits to the conlideration of 
the honourable board, from whence it will appear, 
that the demands made by the larmers, of allow- 
ances inOcad of Kallery rents, boat-hire, kc. arc 
very unreafonuble, and fuch as he imngin.es the 
honourable board will not admit of. He has, 
therefore, caulcd the faid charges to be deduded 
from the balances demandial by the farmers ; 
and their feverrd accounts of balances, agreeable 
to this fLarement, he now lavs before the board, 
together with a general abftrad of the whole, aiid 
copies of the fcveral accounts following, from 
their further confiderations. 

1. Amount oiitflanding balance of fait duty, 
from 1 764 to 1765, 

2. Ditto, ditto, ditto, .Kallery rents ditto. 

3. OutOanding balances of calh due from the 
country Kallery moliiugoes to JohiiBurdetr, Efq; 

4. James 
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4. James Amvntts Elq; in account with the 
lionourablc company for Kallcry rents and llilt 
duty. 

Tlic board’s fentinicnts cn the payment of the 
inolunf>es fak bidances, concurriiiLy entirely with 
the npj,umcnts made ufe of by kir. Sumner, the 
eolledor is nowdireded to difehargethe amounts 
thereof, being maunds 105,827 39 4 at the rate 
of 60 Arcot rupees per maunds. 


(Signed) II. Vercld, &c. 

Kxtrad of tiie ConP iltat ion of llu' Commirtec of 
New Lands, the 2 1 (1 Augull, 176^. 

Prekat, Wm. Bdghin ell Sunnier, 8cc. 


The f irm-r of the khafehallarles, as the fca- 
fm of the Vvar is now arri\cd for mal.ing frclb 
aflvaiices, inlornis ine co.iio.iirtcc oi his inieiuion 
of reliurjuilhing hi^ farm, and p.'-|uei-s the com- 
mitiee will point oin in wliat ma.nner he h to re- 
cover the b.il;nces uue to inm the inolim- 

nr 


Coiiiih'^rino- ^ho reguliiu'ini whivli nrc now 
about to take place, re;Vndirg Lie fhk, ihe eon- 
mitteeare ot o])lnio:i, i’hit ii v/il; be i/iOiC .Ihd- 
l>> to put tlic ei;OJn’.l ll-i cull'.c h.oc loin-'.-lv 
with the orhers in t!;e compimL, per^-’io^'-- ^ 
awithat th.ref.ux. the .■o,'nin-.,r, /.'i,;!; „u\ .uffiliu* 
balinccs due ironi ilv; n)..-!uiU!,(.os khalk:,l- 

lancs ; and, in order ro reiiiil)iiri'e the coirio.iny 
tor tlui advance, that the renter, of the kli.d:.’dhi- 


lies 
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ries do in the fame manner pay a duty of ten per 
cent, as is done on the refl:. 

Read a letter from the committee of trade, re- 
queuing our permiffion, to lot out, and let the fait 
khallarics in the Calcutta lands to their contrac- 
tors, acquainting us at the fame time, that they 
fhall make the faid contraftors rcfponfible in 
their contrads, for the company’s duties ; and 
that they llinll hereafter deliver us in a report 
with what perfons they do fettle the contrads. 

Ordered, the letter to be entered after this 
days proceeding. And 

Agreed, the fecretary do acquaint the com- 
mhicc of trade, that they have our permifnon to 
divide and let the khallaries in the manner they 
purpofe. 

Extrad of Bengal general Confultation, the. 
26di Auguft, 1768* 

Prefent, 

The Hon. Harry Vcrelft, Efq; Prcfidcnt, &c. 

E:;trad of a Letter from Richard Beecher, Efq; 
Colltdor General, to the Governor and Coun- 
cil of Fort- William, dated the 28th July, 1768. 

Oi the eftimate for the year / . 

1774, I have colleded S. R. f ^ 

Aivi the amount of what I ex-*) 
peded will be colleded very y 78,859 a 
foon, and without difficulty J 

And 
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• And the amount of the Baf-T 
boury and Mcdinmull khallary j 
rencs, which will likewilc be • 
collcfted without difficulty, and j 
would have been brought to ac- | 
count in April laft, but out of > 70,000 

tendernefs to the merchants, who j 
pleaded with inability to make I 
any Tales fo long as the rellric* j 
tion tMijoined by the focicty of! 
trade } 


Sicca rupees 1,244,862 i 


The accounts of lall year’s colledion will, I 
hope, evince, that there is no probabiiitv the 
company’s intercll: will fuftcr by the colledtions 
continuing in the hands of the collcdror general ; 
which, however, you will be able to form a 
jullcr idea of, from an abflrad of the collections 
that have been made fince the Bengal year 1169, 
which I now deliver you, and which, compared 
with the following ftatement, will ffiew at one 
view how much the lail gear’s collection exceeds 
what has ever been collcded in any former 
year. 


Collcded of the laft ycar’sHuf- 
tabood rupees ^10,96, 

Of old balances - - - . i,6;,oqo 

And cidculating the khallary’i 
duty before mentioned, which 1 
ought to be added in making a y 1,70,000 
companion with the former year’s, 1 
wherein it is concluded - - j 


f 002 I o 


3 o 


o o 


Total ium, Sicca 


rupees 13,31,993 4 o 

The 
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Thchicilicfl: collcftion in onel 
year, as by the abllrad for five > 10,(55,252 0 17 
years proceeding appears to be ^ 

The incroaie therefore ofl 
the lafi: year’s collcdion is, h 2,46,741 3 3 

Sicca rupees j 

The eledudion of Sicca rupees 2,36,010, feems 
alfo proper, it being the cfiiiuatcd amount of 
the fait khallary rents and duties for the years 
1172 and 1173, Vv’hich I find was appropriated by 
the focicty of trade, in confequcnce ot the provl- 
fion made for tlic comj)any from their fund at 
their firll inflituiion* 

(Signed) Richard Beecher. 


Fort-Wiiliam* 

At a Select Committee, dated the 3CI Sept, 1766, 
Prefent, 

The Right Hon. Lord Clive, Prefident, See. 

The Right Hon. the Prefident In vs before the 
Committee the following Minute ; 


Gentlemen, 

“ Some time before my departure from Eng- 
land, the court of diredors debated upon the 
propriety of fiiiTcring their fervants in Bengal to 
trade in the articles of fait, beetle-nut, and to- 
bacco ; and it could not be expeded the}' would 
continue to them the enjoyment of thofc profita- 
ble 
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blc branches, unlefs means were devifed by 
which the natives would no longer be opprefled, 
and by which the nabob and the company would 
largely partake of the advantage upon a firm per- 
fnalion, that luch means would be devifed, they 
were pleafcd to defer their final determination of 
this matter till the fentiments of the fclcd: com- 
mittee flKUild i)c tranfmitted to them. By all their 
letters of lalf year, and by fcvcral of this, they 
Bill Teemed inclined to wait for our reprefenta- 
tion; but by their letter of the 19th of February 
bill:, per T.ord Camden, they pofitivcly forbid 
iheir fervants to have any concerns whatever in 
this trade. At that time, indeed, they could not 
have had the leaB idea of the favourable change 
in the aflliirs of thefe provinces, whereby the in- 
tercB of the nabob, with regard to fait, is no 
longer immediately concerned. 

“ When we lirft took this important matter 
into confidcration, I joined in opinion with the 
rcit of the committee, that if the trade could be 
put upon fuch a footing, that the nabob fliould 
receive more than had been received by any of 
his prcdcccflbrs, the company be amply confi- 
dered, and the natives become purchaiers upon 
terms full as confiderablc as in former times, the 
icrvaiits might be indulged in the privilege, un- 
der fuch certain rules and reftriftions, as would 
make the trade carry with it as little as poffible 
the odious form of a monopoly. 

“ Thcle points have been fettled : I confented 
to the plan laid down laft year. My abicnce 
from the prefulency, the multiplicity of affairs 
then in agitation, wherein the peace and tran- 

\oL.IV. L quilicy 
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quility of the provinces, the infereft of the coin* 
pany, and the honour of the nation, were more 
iiriiiiediatdy concerned, prevented my paying 
thatattenion I could have wiftiecl to that import- 
ant objed. Although by the acquifition of tl:c 
dewannee, the whole of the duties belonging to 
the company, and by the diligence and zeal ol' 
members of the committee of trade, many ufcful 
reformations had taken place : yet, frommyob^ 
fervation when I was lart up the country, and 
from the heavy complaints againil Europeans of 
the monopoly of trade in general, I liiul, that 
the induilrious native is dill deprived of that 
fhare to which he has an undoubted and a more 
natural right ; nor is it yet upon that ccpiitable 
footing whichguftice and humanity would, Iain 
lure, incline this committee to ellablifli. 

A few weeks more muft bring us the ufual 
refoiution of the court of diredtors, in anfwcr to 
our difpatchcs by the admiral Stephens; and if, 
notwilhftanding the prefent fituation of their af- 
fairs, they lliould think proper to repeat their 
orders per lord Camden, it will be our duty to 
obey them; and I arn perfuaded they will be 
obeyed by this committee. But if, on the con- 
trary, upon receipt of our reprefentations, they 
lliould change their fentiments, and approve uf 
the regulations we have already made, no time 
fliould be lolt on our part in cftabliftiing the mode 
for carrying on the trade in future. The confi- 
dence which the court of direftors have been 
pleafed particularly to exprefs in my endeavours 
to fettle upon an equitable plan that trade which 
has been tlis fourceof fo many evils, cannot but 

promote 
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promote my zeal for the caufe, and m^kc me 
anxioully vvilli to fee every regulation, that you 
jiiay join with me in thinking nceclVary, to take 
p^ace. 

The company’s duties, I beg leave to propofe, 
fliall be increiled ; the fervants ftill receive a rea- 
fonablc lliarc of emolument, and the terms upon 
which the natives are iinally to be concerned, ad- 
vantugcoLifly fixed, 

I propofe, firft, that all fait, provided by the fo- 
cicty of trade lliall be fold at Calcutta, and at 
other places where it is made, and no where clfe. 

Secondly, that the price of fait Hull not exceed 
two rupees per maud, or two hundred rupees per 
hundred mauds. 

Thirdly, that the fait lliall be fold to ihc natives 
only, who are totranfport it to every pav: of Ben- 
gal, Bahar, and Orixa, and to have the whole pro- 
fits arifing from the fale thereof, and that no com- 
pany’s fervant, free merchant, or European, fliall 
be concerned in that article, diredtly or indircdily, 
alter the fale of it at the above places. 

Fourthly, that the Calcutta black merchants 
Hull be limited to a certain proportion of purchafe, 
but that no banvans, or fervant whatfoever, be- 
longing to any iuuropean, lhall be included, or 
have any concern therein. 

Fifthly, that every endeavour be made ufc of 
to encourage the fuhftantial iij^crchants of the 
country either to come down in perfon to the 
place where the fait is provided, or to fend their 
agents, in order to purchafe or tranfport the fait 
to different places of falt\ 


Sixthly, 
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Sixthly, that a certain price be fixed for the 
llilc of every maiind of fait at every town, market, 
or village, where it is fold, according to the 
difiance and former enftom. 

Seventhly, that if llrlt be fold to any of the bu- 
zars, or markets, for one coury above the ftipu- 
latcd price, the vender fhall not only forfeit all 
the fill there found in his pofleflion, but be liable 
to a forfeit of looo rupees for every loo mnunds of 
frit fo fold ; and the fait and money fo forfeited 
fiiall go, one half to the informer, and one haif 
to the government. 

Kighthly, that the minifters at Muxadavad and 
Patna have copies fent them of the new regula- 
tions, and that they be defired to apply to the 
nabob to make the fame known throughout the 
three provinces ; and that every phou/.dan, &c. 
fee they be put in execution upon pain of being 
difmilfcd from his employment. 

Ninthly, this bufincls being entirely commer- 
cial, I proj)ofe, that in the infirument of agree- 
ment for the next year it fiiall be provided, that 
the fociety of trade be anfwcrablc to the board 
for their condud:, that the board may cither 
make new regulations, or amend thofc made by 
the fociety of trade, as they fee fit ; and that iii 
cafe of ncceflity, the fled committee fiiall have 
power to controul the condud of the whole. 

Tenthly, that a duty of fifty per cent, be paid 
to the company upon all the fait provided in their 
own lands, and filly per cent, to the government, 
upon all the ftit provided upon the lands of the 
government, and fifteen per cent, upon beetle, 
which duties will, in fad, be brought to the 

company 'c 



r 8i ] 

company’s credit, which according to the picfcnt 
Itatc of the lalt trade, will j^rodiicc the company 
from twelve to thirteen lacks of rupees per an- 
num. 

The prohibition of a free inland trade, however 
difagrceable to individuals, mult now take place, 
and bc conlined to imports and exports, and to 
their immediate returns ; which returns fhall be 
made only to the prefuiency, or to one or other of 
the eltablidied fac^iorics. The company are fovc- 
rcigns in India, and they have declared, that tihe 
trade carried on for ihefe four years pad, is an 
ufurpation not only of their prerogatives, bur of 
the privileges of the natives, and repugnant to 
the exprefs and repeated orders of the court of 
dirtdors. The indulgence, however, in th.e 
trade of fait, upon the footing I hope it will now 
be eflablilhcd, lliould, in my' opinion obviate all 
complaints : fincc it feems to be the moll ctpiita- 
blc modes between the company and their fer- 
vants; and, at the fame time, a didribiition of na- 
tural right to the people of the country. Confi- 
dering that the late great advantages of unlimited 
trade aic cur oir, I cannot imagine, that the court 
of diredors will deny their fervants this fharc of 
beneiit, as a rccompcncc for their attention and 
iiflillai\ce in the management of the important 
concerns of rhefe provinces. On the other hand, 
T would have the fervants look upon thefe emo- 
luments as a gift from the hand of their em- 
ployers, odlred them annually in reward of their 
lidclitv, and which will certainly be with-held 
them, if ever their authority fliould be re- 
filled. 
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filled, and difeontent and rapacity take place of 
gratitude and moderation, 

CLIVE.” 

His lorddiip’s minute having been read and mi- 
nutely confidered, the regulations therein fpecU 
fied, were unanimoufly approved. 

Agreed therefore, That the prefident’s regulation 
for the inland trade be laid before the council with 
all convenient fpeed for their approbation, in or- 
der that the necefl'ary inftrudlions for profcciuinp^ 
the joint concern for the enfuing feafon, may be 
immediately ilTued to the committee of trade. 

Rcfolved, That the above concerns lhall confifi: 
of lixty ftiarcs : and that the proprietors ihall ftand 
inrolled with the feveral proportions affixed to their 
names, in the manner afeertained in the following 
ftatemenc. 

At a confultation, the 8th of September, 1766, 
Prefent, 

The right honourable lord Clive, prcfident, &c. 

The proceedings of the feledl committee from the 
1 2th of Auguftto the 3d of September are laid be- 
fore the board, and the regulations for the lalt con- 
cerns therein propofed being approved, 

Ordered, They be entered alter the confultation, 
and that the fame time be communicated to the 
following gentlemen, who are now appointed to 
conftitute the committee of trade, with diredlion 

for 
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for carrying the plan into execution as foon as 
poflible. 

Vvilllam Bilghtwell Sumner, Efq; &c» 

Extrad of a general letter to Bengal, per Wor» 
celter, &c. dated the 9th of February, 1764. 

ReCevecd in Bengal, 15th July, 1764, 
One great foiirce of difputes, mifunderftand- 
Ings, and difficulties, which have occurred with the 
country government, appears evidently to have ta- 
ken its rife from the unwarrantable and licentious 
manner of carrying on the private trade by the 
company’s fervants, their gomaftahs, agents, and 
others, to the prejudice of the fubar, both with 
refped to his authority and the revenues juftly due 
to him. 

The diverting and taking from his natural fub- 
jcdls the trade in the inland pans of the country, to 
which neither wc, or any perfons whatfoever, de- 
pendent upon us, or under our proteftion, have 
any manner of right, and confequently endanger- 
ing the company’s very valuable privileges, in or- 
der therefore to remedy all thefe dilorders, we do 
hereby pofitivcly order anddiredf, 

That from the receipt of this letter, a final and 
effertual end be forthwith put to the inland trade 
in fait, beetle-nur, tobacco, and all other articles 
whatfoever, produced and confumed in the coun- 
try ; and that all Europeans, and other agents, or 
gomaftahs, who have been concerned in fuch trade, 
be immediately ordered down to Calcutta, and not 
iimered to return, or be replaced as fuch, by any 
other perfons. > / / 


That 



C H 1 

That our firmaund privileges of being duty-free 
are certainly confined to the company’s export and 
import trade only, you are to have recoiirfeto, and 
keep within the liberty therein llipulated and gi- 
ven, as nearly as poffible be done ; but as by the 
connivance of the Bengal government, and con- 
ftant ulnges, the company’s covenant lervants 
have had the fame benefit as the company, with 
refped to their export and Import trade. 

Wc arc willing they Ihould enjoy the fame, and 
that dufiucks be granted accordingly ; but herein 
the moft cffedual care is to be taken, that no ex- 
cefTcs or abufes are fuffered upon any account 
whutfoever, nor duftuck granted to any other than 
our covenant fervants aforefaid ; however, nor- 
wlthflanding any of our former orders, no writer 
is to have the benefit of a duflnck, until he has ferv- 
cd out his full time of five years in that ftation : 
free merchants and others are not intitled to, or to 
have the benefit of, the company’s duftucks, but 
are to pay the ufual duties. 

As no agent or gomafiahs, are to refide on ac- 
count of private trade, at any of the inland parts 
of the country, all bufinefies on account of licenf- 
ed private trade is to be carried on by and through 
the means of the company’s covenanted fervants, 
refiding at the feveral fubordinates faftories, as has 
been ufiud. 

Wc are under the necefiity of giving the before- 
going orders, in order to preferve the tranquility 
of the country, and harmony with the nabob ; they 
are rather outlines than complete direftions, which 
are to add to, and improve upon, agreeable to 
the fpiril of, and our meaning in them, as may be 

nccelfary 
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Ti.cceflary to anfwer the defired purpofes; And If 
any perlbn or pcrfbns are guilty of a contrivention 
oF thorn, bo they whonifoover they may ; if our own 
fervants, they are to be difmilfed the fervice, if 
others, the company’s protedbion is to be with- 
dpwn ; and you have the liberty of fending them 
forthwith to bingland, if you judge the nature of 
the olfencc requires it. 

We cannot avoid, in this place, taking notice of 
the endeavours of prefident Vanfittart, to form a 
plan of regulations ; which, though it appeared fo 
advantageous to individuals, was Itrongly cenfured 
by the majority of the council, as not giving them, 
according to their way of judging, a fufficient fcopo 
of fheir unwarrantable trade ; however, wc arc fa- 
tidied of the prchdent's good intentions j but, at the 
fame time, we fw it was not calculated lb as to 
prevent tiiture mifunderdandings with the fubah 
and his government, becaufe thereby an inland 
trade was to be admitted of, which has been be- 
lore obferved, would certainly be attended with 
conftant embroils and difficulties.’* 

Extrad: of the general letter to Bengal, dated the 
15th of February, 1765. 

‘In our letter of the eighth of February, and fnft 
of Junelaft, we gave you our fentimencs and di- 
^ully, in refped: to the inland trade 
of Bengal ; we now enforce the fame in the ftrong- 
clt manner, and pofitively inliff, that you take no 
iteps whatever towards renewing this tradp, with- 
out .'xproMcave ; for which purpofc you mull not 
VoL. IV. M ^ ' fail 
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fail to give US the fulleit information upon the fub- 
jeft, agreeable to our above-mentioned directions. 

I'he inforcing our faid orders is the more indif. 
penfable necefiary, from our obferving the corn- 
plaints of the prefent nabob, taken notice of and 
referred to, in our feperate letter of the 20ih of 
February, 1764, relating to the many dilEcultics, 
hardfhips, and oppreflions, we met with, rciultirg 
from the before-mentioned unwarrantable and ii 
centious trade- We have.fuch an intire confidence 
in lord Clive’s great abilities and good intentions, 
that we make no doubt thefe great abulcs will tc 
the particular objects of his care and attention ; 
and that he will be able to carry thefe our orJeis 
effectually into execution. 

You inform us of an increafe to our revenues 
of more than one lack of rupees from the falt-pan: 
in the Calcutta lands, by the method of taxing the 
kalleriesat thirty rupees each. So confiderablc an 
inrreafe feems Ibfilciently to juflify your having 
continued the fame method for the prefent year, 
taking it for granted, that no grievances or difeon- 
tent has arifen from this tax/’ 


Extract of the general letter to Bengal, dated the 
26th of April, 1765. 

** Wc are extremely anxious for the arrival of lord 
Clive, and the gentlemen who accompanied him, 
as they have been fo lately in England, they are the 
belt judges of the opinion the company and the 
nation entertain of the conduCt of the Englilli in 
Bengal for thefe laft four years ; which, we are 
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jp^vulry of violating treaties, of great oppreflion;, 
anvi a combination to enrich thenfilelves. 

We do not here mean to enter into a difeuflion 
refpeding the political conduct of our late gover- 
nor and council i but, muft fay, that an undoubted 
third after riches feem to have podeffed the* whole 
body of our fervants to that degree, that they have 
loli -ill %ht of jullice to the country government, 
and of their duty to the conapanv. 

In reading the opinions of the fever:! members 
of the late council rcipeding illegal trade ; 
by which we mean, the articles of fall, bfctlc-^iUt* 
:ind tobacco, we arc aftonilhed to find ihofe among 
them* who pretended to found their right on the 
fiimaunds. 

'i'reaiics of commerce are underftood to be for 
the mutual benefit of the contrading parties : it is 
then impoflible to fuppolV, tliat the court of Delhi, 
by conferring the privilege of trading free of cuf- 
toins, could mean an inland trade in the commo- 
dities of their own country, at that period iinprac- 
tifedand unthought of by the Englilh, to the de- 
tnment of tluir revenues, and the ruin of their 
own merchants : wc do not find fuch a conllruc- 
rion was ever heard of until our own fervants firft 
invented it, and afterwards fupported it by vio- 
lence ; neither could it be claimed by the fubfe- 
quent treaties with Meer Jallier, or Coflim Ally, 
which were never underftood to give one addition- 
al privilege to trade, beyond what the firmaunds 
exprelfcd. In Ihort, the fpccious arguments ufed 
by thofe who pretended to fet up a right to it, con- 
vince us they did not want judgment, but virtue to 
withftand the temptation of I’uddenly amaffing a 
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great fortune, although acquired by means incom* 
patible with the peace of the country, and their 
duty to the company. 

Equally blair.cablc were they, who acknowledg- 
ing they had no right to it, and fcnfible of the ill 
confequences relulting Ircm aflliming it, have nc^ 
vertluLfs carried on this trade, and ul'ul the an- 
thoriry of the company to obtain, by a treaty cx- 
adied by violence, a land ion for a trade to enrich 
themfclvcs, without the leafl regard or advantage 
to the company, whofe forces they employed to 
pro ted them in it. 

Had this ihorc queftion been put, which their 
duty ought firft to have fuggefted. It is lor the 
intcreft of onr employers ; they would not have he- 
fitated one moment about it ; but this criterion 
feems never once to have occurred. 

All barriers being thus broken between the Eng- 
Hfli and the country government, and every thing 
out of its proper channel, we are at a lols how to 
preferibe means to rettore order from this confu- 
lion ; and being deprived of that confidence, which 
we hoped we might have placed in thofe fervants, 
who appear to have been the adors in thefe ftrangc 
feenes ; we can only fay, that we rely on the zeal 
and abilities of lord (.live, and the gentlemen (;t 
the lelcd committe, to remedy thefe evils. We 
hope they will reftore our reputation among the 
country powers, and convince them of onr abhor- 
rence of opprelKon and rapacioufnefs. 

It is currently reported here, that letters arc re- 
ceived l)y the duke of Albany, which make men- 
tion of an agreement between the nabob Mccr 
.Jaffier, and our late governur and council fince the 

treaty 
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treaty concluded with him on the loth of July, 
I76j, by which it is Ri-julated, that the prdent 
nabob fliall pay, over aiu’ above the thirty licks 
for the company, mciuioocii in that treaty, jbity 
lacks by way of rciiiujti o, to make t^'od ' ; 
lolfc^ of private perfons ; btlici- s twenty live y; 
to the army, and twelve lacks to the navy, 
named in the treaty ; making together t!. .;i /•-, 
mous I'um ot one hundred and feven !.a ; 

pees; which IS above one million iliy -■> 
thouland pounds (terlinp. 

It is a very extraordinary circumflanc e ii.u ti'.cr.i 
is no mention made in any ot the le'.t<ns fi .?•«' -nr 
late governor and council, ot wh.ac fern v..y t.' b- 
given by the nabob to meke good the pii\ r, !.>ii 
although in their letter of the 27th of 
1764, they fay they have regulated the i a , men: 
ot the rcflitution to the merchants, whicii iTud’-'j 
the being in po{]etIi!)a of a fund for that piMr'*. '' 
but we mull luppole, if the reports as to t!i> h'-mi 
fbpulated to be given for this ufe, and allb bv 'v.iy 
of donation to the army and navy, arc tim , ::;at 
they pniiiofcly omitted to acepnint us of ti.e i.rnb 
cuiar amount troni an apprcdienfion tdiat c- .id 
never approve ot an agreement with the na..( b of 
tms conlcquence, and for fucli cxcciTivc larr- foms 
of m.-ncy, without adviling us thereof, anti ;,p- 
usvtry good realons for a proceeding /q 

nearly affeds the honour and ir.tcrcdl oV » com, 
p^ny ; indeed, when we conlider the p- w: 
of the country, iFivolved, for years psil. ui t -mj, 
nnil V. ars, and drained of its riches and - ■ - i ■ ^ q 
of.irs inhabitants, it is impoflible for i - r,l 
pole our own fervants capable of adding L, g y 

10 
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to its mifcric'^;, by coinpflin^, ur even perfuadinij; 
the -bub CO pay iLcli u.iiu iunis v\ money ; 
iii).], u n timrwhen, byall accounts, he is hlmle'i 
ih 'JO..-.!.:* cMtrcis. Dc this as it may, wee.; 
cxpc^».aud A.vjUire tiom you a particular account oi 
every fum received from the nabob by way of do^ 
nation, or under any denomination, by any and 
each oi your fervants, civil and military, whether 
by agreement in writing, or oiherwile, in what 
manner, and for what ferviccs; and that you imme- 
diately rranfmlt to us copies ot all luch agreements, 
and the particular account of lolfes given in byfuch 
individual, together with what proportion has been 
already paid ; and v/e pofitively forbid any fuithtr 
payment till you receive our future orders. 

We do require from you, and we have a right fo 
to do, a juft and precife account of this whole ex- 
tiaordlnary tranfaftion. The lionour and reputa- 
tion of the company, and even of the nation, are 
at ftake ; and when thefe particulars, if true, come 
to be known, they require the fulled and molt ex- 
plicit explanation and juftihcation. Wc, who are 
at ptefent totally uniniormed from any authentic 
accounts, can only exprefs our adonilhment, to 
hear that fuch things have been, as we cannot fug- 
gelt to ourfelves upon w hat principles the prefent 
nabob could be exped.ed, perfuaded, or required, 
to make good the lolles fuflained by individuals in 
carrying on, to their great imputation, and the 
prejudice of the company they ferved, a moft illi- 
cit and unwarrantable, although to them a moft lu- 
crative trade in the articles of fait, beetle-nut, and 
tobacco ; and we are as much at a lofs to compre- 
• heii'i 
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tend how the fervices rendered to the ftew nalrob 
could deferve fo exorbitant' a confideration to be 
given to thofe who were only doing their duty ill 
the fervic6 ot their king and country, and ot this 
company.’’ 

Extradl of the feperate letter to Bengal, dated the 
24th of December, 1765. 

Although it was thought fit to confirm the 
treaty made with Jaffier Ally Khan, in 1757, be- 
caul'c the capture of the lettlemcnt had involved 
the inhabitants in one genera! ruin ; and without 
fucha reilitution, it mull have funk under the ca-» 
’amity, or it would have been the work of many 
years to reftore it to a flourifhing condition ; no 
fuch circumftances exifted in the prefent cafe, 
yourfclves aggrellbrs in the war, and in a great 
mealure brought on by an illicit trade, of which 
we fliall give our fentimerts in the fequel* We 
fear to this demand will be found, for the mofi! 
part, an iiulemnification for the lofles luftained in 
that very trade. 

Your dclil>crations on the inland trade have laid 
open to us a Iccnc of moft cruel oppreflion, which 
is indeed exhibited at one view of the 13th article 
of the nabob’s complaints, mentioned thus in 
your confultationsof the 17th of Oftober, 1765. 

The poor of this country, who ufed always to 
deal ill lalt, bcetlc-nut, and tobacco, are now de- 
prived of their daily bread by the trade of the Eu- 
ropeans, whereby no kind of advantage accrues 
to^thc company, and the government’s revenues 
greatly injured. Wc fliall for the prefent ob- 
lerve to you, that every one of our fervants con- 
cerned 
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tcrncd in this trade has been guilty of a brek'h iri 
his covenants, and a dilbbcdiciice to our orders. 

Wc lhall lay nothing further at prefent on tlio 
inland trade, till that important fubjeft lhall have 
been taken up by Lord Clive, and the gentlemen 
of thelcled: committee; only to obferve, that the 
regulations propofed in confultation, 17th of Oo 
toiler, 1764, of confining the trade of our fervants , 
in the article of fiilt to the capital cities of Patna, 
Ducca, and Murlhadabad, on paying the nabob 
2 per cent, is a manifeft difobedicncc ot our or- 
ders of the 8th of February, then under our del'.- 
bcratioii), which pofitivcly forbid all trade in fait, 
beetle*, ut, and tobacco. Nor docs it by any 
means obviate the objeftions arifing from the dif- 
trefs of the poor, and the injury to his revenues ; 
for if you pay only 2 per cent, and the country 
pcoj')lc 20, or perhaps 40 per cent, it is as much 
a monopoly as ever.’* 

Extradt of the general letter to Bengal, dated the 
19th of February, 1766. 

With rcfpcdl: to this treaty with Nazem 
al Dowla, it is proper here to inlert at length the 
five articles, which runs in thefe words I do 
ratify and confirm to the Englifli, the privilege 
granted them by their firmaund, and feveral hub 
bulhookums carrying on their trade by means of 
their own dulhick, free from all duties, taxes, and 
irnpofitions, in all parts of the country, cxcc])ring 
in the article of fiilt, on which a duty of 2 i per 
cent, is tc be levied on the kowana, or Huughley 
market price.” 


This 
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This fifth article is totally repugnant to our or- 
ders, contained in our general letter by the Kent 
and Lapwing, dated the ift of June, 1764, in 
which we not only exprclled our abhorrence of an 
article in the treaty with Meer Jaffiery literally cor- 
refponding with the pi dent fifth article; bur in 
pofitivc terms di reded you, in concert with the 
nabob, to form an e(|uitable plan for carrying on 
ahe Inland trade, and tranfinit the fame to us, ac- 
companied by fuch explanations and remarks as 
miglit enable us to give our fentiments thereupon. 
Wc mull remind you too, that in our laid general 
letter^ vve expreffly dlrcdcd, that our orders in our 
letter of the 8th of February preceding, which 
were to put a final and efledu.il end to the inland 
tr:ul? in fait, bcetle-nut, and tobacco j and in all 
other articles jiroduccd and confumed in the 
country, Ihould remain in force, until an equita- 
ble and fatisfadory plan could be formed and 
adopted. As, therefore, there is not the lead la- 
titude given you for concluding any treaty what- 
foever refpeding this inland trade," wc iiuift, and 
do confider, what you have done as an exprefs 
breach and violation of our orders, and as a de- 
termined rcfolution to facrifice the intcrcfiiof the 
company, and the peace of the country, to lu- 
crative and fclfifli views. 

This unaccountable behaviour puts an end 
to all confidence in thofe who made this treaty, 
and forces us to refolve on mcafures for tiie fuo- 
I^t ol- our authority, and the prefervation of the 
uMupany ; vve cio, therefore, pronounce, that every 

trade, fiands guilty of 
a reach of his covenants with us, and of our or- 

N de«J 
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ders ; and, in confcqucnce of this rcfolution, wc 
pofitivcly dircft, that if that treaty is now fub- 
fifting, you make a reformal renunciation by fome 
folemn ad, to be entered on your records, of all 
right under the faid treaty, or otherwife, to trade 
in fait, bcctlc-nut, and tobacco; and that you 
tranfmit this renunciation of that part of the 
treaty in form to the nabob, in Pcrfian language, 
whatever government may be cflablillicd, or 
whatever unforefeen circumllanccs may arife. It 
is our rcfolution to prohibit, and we do abfolutcly 
forbid, this trade of fait, bcctlc-nut, and tobacco, 
and of all articles that arc not for export and im- 
port, according to the fpirit of the firmaud, 
which docs not m the leaft give any latitude whar- 
foever for carrying on fuch an inland trade ; and, 
moreover, wc lhall deem every European con- 
cerned therein, dircdly, or indircdly, guilty 
of a breach of his covenants, and diredt, that he 
be forthwith fent to England, that we may pro- 
ceed againll him accordingly. And every native 
who lhall avail himfelf of our proteftion to carry 
this trade on without paying all the duties due to 
the government, ecpially with the reft of the na- 
bob’s fubjefts, lhall forfeit that protedtion, and 
be banilhed the fcttlement ; and we direct, that 
thefe refolutions be figned publicly throughout 
the fcttlement. 

“ Firft, the very fame letter that carried his 
appointment to the government, carried our moft 
pofitive orders to ])ui a total and effedlual Hop to 
the trade of fait, bcctlc-nut, and tobacco, which 
wc* exprelfed to be the fource of the war, and iti- 
tompatible with the peace of the country, and 

intereft 
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intcreft of the company ; yet, in the refultation, 
17th Oftober, wherein that ordgr is taken into 
confideration, he figns to a refolution to carry on 
the trade of fait and beetle-nut, payiuo the nabob, 
on kUt, two and a half per cent, in dire(^t breach 
of our orders ; and in the treaty with the new na- 
bob, he kipulates for that right by an exprefs ar- 
ticle of the treaty. 

Although the treaty with Mccr Jaflier Ally 
Khawn was entered into before Mr. S[)cnccr*s ar- 
rival, )^et he gave his fandtion to every part of it, 
particularly that which ftipulatcd reflitiition for 
lolfcss which, we make no doubt, he knew to be 
moftlv fudained in an illicit trade, and prefer- 
ring the intereft of the fervants to the honour of 
the company, countenanced the aggravating cir- 
ciimdances which accompanied the Thameful pro*» 
ditution of our authority/* 

pxtradt of the Company’s Letter to Lo):d Clive, 
dated 17th May, 1766* 

My Lord, 

We have received your lordlhip's letter of 
the 30th September laft, which, with the letter 
from the fclett committee and their proceedings, 
have given us a clear view of the date in which 
your lordlhip found our affairs on your arrival, 
and the date in which they were at the time of the 
iaid advices. 

When wc confidcr the penetration with 
which your lordlhip at once difeerned our true.in- 
tered m every branch, the rapidity with which 

you 
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you rcftored peace, order, and tranquility, and 
the iinbiafled integrity that has governed all your 
a'':tions, we muft congrarulatc your lorddiip on 
being the happy inllrumcnt of I'uch cxtcnfive 
bleibngs in thofe countries ; and you have our fin- 
ccrcll thanks for the great and iniporlant advan- 
tages thereby obtained for the company. 

We have the ArongeH. fen fc ot the deplorable 
Aate to which our affairs were on the point of 
being reduced, from the corruption and rapacirv 
of our fervants, and the univerfal depravity of 
manners tliroughout the fettlcment; we agree en- 
tirely with your lordlbip, that the train our af- 
fairs were then in, would in a very few months 
have brought us to a moA dangerous fituation. 

Our letter to the feieef cominittec exjuTdes 
our lentiments of what has been obtained by wry 
ol donations, and to that we muA add, that we 
think the vail fortunes aetjuired in the inland trade, 
liavc been obtained by n fccne of the nioA tyrannic 
and oppreffive condufl: tliat ever was known in 
any age or country ; we have been uninformed 
in our fentiments and orders on this fubjeft from 
the firA knowledge \vc had of ir ; and your lord- 
Ihip will not therefore wonder, ihataficr the fatal 
CXjKricncc we had of the violent abufes com- 
mitted In this trade, that we could not be brought 
to approve it, even in the limited and regular 
manner with which it comes to us in the plan 
laid down in the committee’s proceedings : we 
agree in opinion with your lordlliip, on the pro- 
priety of holding out ftieh advantages to our chief 
fervants, civil and miiirarv, as may open to thcn'i 
the means of honourably acquiring a competency 
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in our fervlcc ; but the difficnlty of the fubjeft, 
and \hc fhiort time wc have at prefent to conlidcr 
ot it, have obliged us to defer giving our fenti- 
timents and diredions thereupon uniil the next 
difpatchcs. 

^ As the inland trade lias been abolifhed prin- 
cipaliy with a view to the encouragement of the 
natives, we hope your lordfhip will find the means 
to prevent its becoming a monopoly in any hands 
bur more particuiarly in the hands'of any jiowrr- 
fui native, Iron-] whoiii the poor might fuffer 
timlc .very inconvcmlcnces, for the prevention of 
wnicw we have forbidden our fervants to trade in 
It, auv. have iviir.-]\mned thofo advantages that 
we^oui-k'vi'3 might make by fuch a monopoly. 

A c nave nad loo much occafion to remark the 
t' 1 and oyprellive conduct of rdl Euroi)can 
I'genu, who have got aray from under the eye of 
pri.idcncy, and we wifli your lordfliip would 
u an object of voiir confidcration, how to 
coptin; tho fa.d }.;i:;opc;ins U3 n-i:ich as poffible to 
t.io prefiiicncy, aiK'. to thofc lubordinates w'hcre 
, iu: -,ir<;eads ot the li-veibncnt ma • miuirc it to 
to ^ preferably 

nJi" IT' of Vour lord- 

d of your col 

J.roudV ri this to the 

of tile m in’v'“‘ ‘*>001 

obtained foil-''''’'"' }’«ot lordlbip has 

. tamed for the company. But we fear, mv hmi 

Hb cxpcr.ence will teach then, as it does 1 Jt 

‘ youi lordlhtp s ccntinuing in India, till 

yoi) 
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you have feen tht regulations firmly eftabliflied for 
the conduaing thel'c important affairs; another 
year’s experience, and peaceable enjoyment of your 
acquifition, might fix them on a bafis, that would 
<»ivc hopes they may be as lafting as they are great ; 
and thctc is no doubt, my lord, but the general 
voice of the proprietors, indeed we may fay of eve- 
ry man who wiffies well to his country, will be to 
join in our requeft that your lordlhip will continue 
another year in India ; we are very lenfible of the 
facrifice wc afk your lorclihip to make, in ciehring 
vour continuance another year in Bengal, after the 
great fervicesyou have ren.iered the company, and 
the difficulties you have pafied through in accom- 
plilbing them, under circumftanccs, in which your 
own example has been the principal means of re- 
ftralnuig the general rapacioufnefs and corruption 
which had brought our affairs fo near the brink of 
ruin 'Phele fervices, my lord, deferve more than 
verbal acknowledgments, and we have no doubt 
that the proprietors will concur with us in opinion, 
that fome (olid and permanent retribution, ade- 
quate to your great merits, fhould crown your lord- 
Ihip’s labour and fuccels.” 

Extraft of the general letter to Bengal, dated the 
17th May, 1766. 

On the fecond inftant we difpatchcd over land 
under the ftrittclt orders for the fpeedieft: convey- 
ance thereof a ffhort letter to the right honourahle 
the preffdeiit, conveying our approbation, of the 
meafures his lordlhip had taken, and was purlum? 
fo iiidelatigably and zealoully for the company s 
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advantage •, a duplicate thereof went by the fame 

route oa the , and triplicate or it lealed, is 

inclofed to be opened by ihefelcd: connmittce only, 
in cafe of lord Clive’s abfence. 

\iy this conveyance we write to the lelcd* com- 
mittee, in anfwer to their letter of the 30th ot Sep- 
tember la(t i bat as your letter to them contains 
n^aitor of ‘general and great importance to the af- 
fairs of the prcfulcncy, when it is laid before you, 
it ii> to be regarded and obeyed to all intents and 
purpofes as if dirtied to you in the ufual manner 
of a general letter. 

We Confirm the powers with which our prefidcn- 
cy, lord Clive, and the red of the feleCt committee 
arc already mveded ; and we hereby give them full 
authority to corred abufes of every kind, particular- 
ly in the colletftion and management of our revenues, 
to endeavour by legal means to deted all forts of 
corruption in our fervants, civil and military, and 
to puniih immediately thofe who difobey the com- 
pany’s orders, or difregard the felcdt committee’s 
[regulations to take cognizance of all proceedings in 
[Bengal again It perfons now Jifmilled by the com- 
[pany tor exaiding or recce, ing piifents from the 
|,nabob, his mini'lcrs, and others, and to profecute 
'them conformable to our orders by this convey- 
ance, or any futuie oftenclers of the like kind. 
In Ihort, We give them full power to do every aft 
and deed which ma v contribvite to preferve peace, 
tranquility, di{ci[}lin‘3, harmony, goowi order, and 
fubordinaiion in the fettlement, by lufpending the 
offenders from our fervice, be they whom they 
may. All other perfons not under covenants to us, 
who fliall offend in any of thefe points, mult have 

our 
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our proteftion witlklrawu from them, and bo fetit 
home.” 

Extradt of a letter to the folcd: committee, dated 
the 17111 of May, 1766. 

“ Before \vc proceed niiv further, we would have 
it ohfei ved, that although this letter is atidrellltl 
to our prelident and the feledl committee, by way 
of anfwcr to their’s of the 30th of September laid, 
yet as it contains matters of general importance tti 
the afl'airs of the prefidtney, it is our meaning that 
the fame Ihould be laid lu-fore the prefident and 
council and be attended to, and the lame regard 
paid to every part thereof, to all intents aad purpo- 
fes, as if it had been diredted to them in the ufual 
manner of a general letter. 

Vfe have in all our letter?, from the firll: know- 
ledge we had of our fervants being engm^e/i in the 
inland trade, ftronglydifcountonanccd and tot bid it. 
We have always treated it as a breach of tiur orders, 
a violation of the firmaund ; and, in a great mea- 
furc, the caufe of the late wars ; the amazing fiims 
demanded for rellitution in refped of lollcs fuflain- 
ed in this trade having opened our eyes, to the 
vaft extent to which it has been carried ; the op- 
preffions of the unhappy natives that have attended 
the carrying it on, and which have pervaded all 
parts of the nabob’s dominions, have coiiviiiced us, 
t^liat a monopoly of the nccelfaries of life in any 
hands whatever, more elpecially in the hands of 
the Eng'ilh, who are pollelfed of fuch an over- 
ruling influence, is liable to the greateltabnfes. 

Much 



I joi 3 

Much has been urged by our fervants at diftl-r- 
fent times, in favour of the right to this trade, 
which we have alwiys treated as a mod ablurd 
claim. The words of the firmaundsare, Whac^ 
e ver goods the Englifli company (hall bring or car- 
ry, 6cc. are duty free,’* 

To luppofc that the court of Dohli could mean 
by thofe words a monopoly ot the neced'aries of life 
Over their own fubjeds is fuch an ablurdity, that wc 
fhall not lofe time or words in trying to refute it ; 
luch a conrirudion feems never to have been 
thought of till the year 1 762* We do not find that 
lord Clive, or the genriemen who condufted our 
aftairs at the time of the treaty with Mcer jaffier, 
in 1757., conceived they had acquired by thole 
treaties any one additional privilege of trade ; we 
had indeed, in the year 1762, fomc private inti- 
mations of our fervants being engaged in fuch a 
trade, which we took notice of in our letter of the 
i9th of February, 1762^ to which no reply was 
made, but there appeared liothing of it in our rc- 
fcords, till a letfer from the nabob Coflim Ally, in 
confultatlon, 1 8 th Odlober, 1762, wherein he com- 
plains of the condiidof the company's fervants at 
jDecca, in forcing the country merchants to take 
tobacco, and other things above the market price* 
Soon after, the debates on the mongheer treaty ex- 
plained to us, that the Englilh bad been concerned 
in this trade for Tome years ; and indeed three years 
pofleffion had taught them to look upon it as a 
matter of right, and vindicate it as fuch in their 
negociations with Codim Ally Kawn. 

Voj.. IV. 
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As foon as it came to our knowledge we ftriAfy 
forbad it, under the date or' the 8th of February, 
1 764, which our governor and council took inio 
conhderation the 1 7th of October ; though they 
prefumed, at the fame time, to carry it on in difi- 
ance to thofe orders. 

You now dcfire our concurrence in it for the ad- 
vantage of the company, and of the company's fer- 
vants. 

With refped- to the company, it is neither con- 
fident with their honour or their dignity to promote 
fuch an exclufive trade. As it is now more imnic* 
diatcly our infered and duty to proted and cherifli 
the inhabitants, and to give them no occafion to 
look on every Englifliman as their national enemy, 
a fentiment we think fuch a monopoly would nc- 
ccdarily fugged ; we Ciinnot therefore approve the 
plan you Ikuc font us for trading in fair, beetle- 
nut, and tobacco, or admit of this trade in any 
fliape whatever, and dojicreby confirm our former 
orders for its entire abolition. And w'c mud here 
obferve to you, that continue in the lame opi- 
nion which you find cxprclTed in our letters of the 
24th of December, and the 19th of February lad, 
that every one concerned in this trade, e>^en be- 
fore receipt of our letter of the fird of June, 
1764, has been guilty of a breach of his covenants. 

The opinions of the fird lawyers in this king- 
dom coniirm our fentiments, and whenever wc 
receive the lid of the claims for reditution, \vc 
fliall then with prccifioii know whom w'c are to 
call to account tor thefc illicit practices. Wc are 
fully fcnfiblc, that thefc innovations and illegal 

traffic 
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traffic laid the foundation of all the bloodflicd, 
iiiaffiicrea, and confufion, which have happened 
of late years : we cannot fuffer ourfclv'cs to indulge 
a thought towards the continuance of them u[H)n 
any conditions whatfoever. No regulations can, 
in our opinion, be formed, that can be effcftual 
to prevent the like confcquences which we have 
feen. We confider it too, as difgraccful and be- 
low the dignity of our prefent fiLuation, to allow 
fiich a monopoly. If we were to allow of it un- 
der any reftridtions, we fliould confider ourfclvcs 
as aifenting and fubferibing to all the mifehiefs 
which Bengal has prefented to us for thefc four 
years pad. At the lame time, we do not mean 
that the ancient duties upon thefe commodities, 
which couftltute part of the revenues of Bengal, 
ihould be abolilhed ; but we leave the adjullment 
ot thofe duties to your judgment and confidera- 
lion. And here we muft enjoin you to have [lar- 
ticular regard and attention to the good of the 
natives, whofc intcrcit and \velfare are now be- 
come our primary care ; and we carncllly recom- 
mend it to you, that you take the moll: eficdual 
nicthods to prevent thefe great neceflarics of life 
trom being monopolifed by the rich and gn;a!: 
umongll thcmiclves, and by that means the poor 
and indigent become liable to thofe grievances and 
exaeftions which we mean to prevent our own peo- 
ple trom being guilty of."' 


Ext -.lit 
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Extmd oftlic general Confiiltatlons, dated 27th 

July, 1767- 

Prefent, 

I’hc Hon. Harr}^ Verelrt, Efq; Prefulcnt, &c, 

The committee of trade fent in a letter, . re- 
quelling, as the focicty’s exclufivc right to the 
inland trade in the articles of fait and bcctle-niit 
will expire the 3d of September, the board will, 
agreeable to the deed granted to the committee 
on the behalf of the proprietors, allow fuflicient 
time for the difpofal of what (piantiiy ot thole 
articles may then remain on hand, which they 
imagine will be very confidcrable, as the contrac- 
tors with the fociety did not begin to deliver till 
this month. 

Agreed, the committee be acquainted in an- 
ftver, that, in confeqiiencc of their rcprcfcntatlon, 
and the provifion made in the deed, they will be 
allowed one year for the difpofal of their con- 
cerns/' 

To the Honourable Harry Vcrcld, Efqnirc, Pre- 
fident and Governor, &c. Council of Fortr 
William, 

Hon, Sir and Sirs, 

“ As the term limited for the fociety's cxclu- 
five right to the inland trade, in the articles of 
fait and beetle •nury:txpircs the 3d of September, 

we 
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nrc to rcqucft you will, agreeable to the deed 
granted to us on behalf of the proprietors, allow 
luflicient time for the difpofal of what fait and 
beetle- nnt may then remain in hand ; of the 
former article, wc imagine, there will be a very 
large quantity, as the contraftors with the fociety 
for it did not begin to deliver tons till the prefent 
qionth, 

Wc are, 

Hon, Sir and Sirs, 

Your moft obedient. 

Fort- William, Humble Servants, 

,5,1. July, .76,. 


FA'tradl of Fort- William’s Confultation, the ift of 
September, 1768. 

The Hon. Harry Verelft, Efq; Prcfidcnt, 

The general letter, under date of the 20th 
of November, 1767, is now read, and the fol- 
lowing refolutions taken in confequcnce. 

That paragraphs 88, 90, and 102, be fent 
to all the fubordinates ; and, in confequcnce of 
the tender regard and attention which the honour- 
able company have fliown to the welfare and cafe 
of the native inhabitants, in prohibiting their 
fervants, and all other Europeans under their pro-t 
• tetftiou 
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teftlon, from trading in fait, bectle-iuit, or to- 
bacco, or any other article, the produce of this 
country, but what is meant for exportation, it 
being their exprefs intentions that the inland trade 
of the country Ihall be confined to the natives 

It was agreed and refolved, That, from this 
day, the cxclufive privilege of the foeiely of the 
fait trade ihall be at an end, and that any Euro- 
pean who Ihall be found atfing, either dircftly 
or indircdlly, contrary to the fpirit of thclc the 
company’s orders, Ihall not only fuiler confifea- 
tion of their goods, but if a company’s fervant, 
fliall be difmHled the fcrvice, and if not in the 
fervice, lliall forfeit the company’s protedfion. 

Ordered, That an advertifement be piib- 
lilhed to this efledt, and that copies of it be tranf' 
mitted to the fubordinates.” 

To the Honourable Harry Vcrelft, Efcj; Prcli- 
dent and Governor, See* of the Council of 
Fort-William. 

Hon. Sir and Sirs, 

The focicty of trade lend in a leru-r, accom- 
panied with an extradt of one from their agent aL 
Durbunga, wherein they are advifed, that their 
falcs of fait in that dillridt have bctai almofi: ]Hit 
allop to by the company’s gomaftahs making fait 
in the petre-pans ; aetjuainting us, that fomc time 
ago they received a complaint of the like nature, 
and applying to the chief of Patna for redrefs ; 
but as his orders have proved inclfcdtual, they 

lequell 
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rcnuctt we will dlreft an enquiry to be tnacle Into 
tlic condud of the petre gomaftahs ; and if what 
thev are accufed ot fliould be proved, they hope 
wc 'vill order them to be punifticd and made ac- 
countable of the fait they have fold, and the fait 
that has been boiled in the petre-pans, and is 
not yet clilpolcd of: that v/o tuitnci dcfiic, he 

CiUiic publlciuion to be made throughout the Tor- 

horc cuuntry, prohibiting all perlbns making any 
fait in thofo dillvidts. 

Wc are, ^\ith rcfpebf, 

Hoii. Sir and Sir^i, 

Your moil; obedient, 

Fort-William, I Tumble Servants, 

Apiil 2.7, lyhi). John Cartier, &c/^ 

Extraft of a Letter from Mr. Pitt Lcrhculier to 
the Committee of Trade, 21ft Marco, 1768. 

Your :avoi:s of -.'uc ?7tli of January have 
been duly . onoured with, aud do allure you I 
have, and do ufe all manner of prudent methods 
to tiilbefe of your fait ; and it is no iinall coficern 
to me, to think I have not in all this time been 
able to make any greater progrefs therein ; but 
till all the country "fait which has been made this 
current year, a'i well as part ot that mad ^ Jail 
year, is fufliciendy run oit, I cannot exped: to 
make any gieat hand in the fale ot your lair, tor 
all* the buzars in this diftribl are full of this couii- 

try 
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try ialt, which the petre gomaftahs fell at 2 ai>il 
2 1 rupees per maund, and all this through the 
convenience of the phoufdars and jaghcerdarp, 
who have a fellow feeling therein ; and I have > 1 : 
not in my power to prevent it, and cannot help fay- 
ing, I think thofe people will Hot readily defift 
from giving fufficient encourngemcrit with only 
a bare order from Patna, when any one will but 
confidcr the lucrative gains thofe people muft 
Hiakc by it, who will fell father and mother for 
j)rofit; or whether they will not try to hinder the 
making of as much j^ctre as can be made, by 
which they can get nothing, for the companv^ 
pays only 1 1 rupees pet maund for petre. 1 
Wrote to Mr. Rombold ever fmee the ^otli of 
Odtober laft, that the only method I could think 
of to prevent effectually their making of fair, was 
to beat the Tomtoms all over the jerhove, where 
they made the petre, forbidding them making of 
fait, but to make it all into petre ; and, at the 
fame time, en paflant the Tomtoms, to beat tlie 
buzars, forbidding thofe ])cople from buying fuch 
fait of the Carnonna people; and wrote him, if 
he would fend me his orders to pcrwauiiah to thur 
effeft, I would fee it put into execution if he 
thought proper ; for ir is, as faid before, the in- 
tereft of the different Phoufdars, Jaghcxdars, in 
whofe jurifdiftion thefe Carconi^as lay, and tlic 
petre gomaftahs, that no orders from Patna fliall 
be put in force, and of courfc fuch orders are not 
brought to light. 

1 he Amin, who has been ftnt from Patna to in- 
fpeCt into this affair, found on his oro^^i efs, almoft: 
all the Carconna’s making of fait ‘inflead of petfr, 

though 
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Aough there has been fent repeated orders to the 
contrary., and he alfo forbad them, yet no fooner 
was his back turned, but they fell to making of 
fait afrefh, which the company’s petre gomaltah, 
(Eman Bux) here fells in the biizar at 2 and 2 ^ 
rupees per maund. The Carconna people had ra- 
ther make fait than petre, becaufe the one is not 
near the labour, or at leaft does not take fo much 
boiling as the other does 1 befides, the petre is not 
only rupees i per maund, which is the com- 
pany’s price as I am informed ; fo that it is evi- 
dent, they all combine in making of fait for the 
fake of the profits arifing therefrom, which they 
lhare amongft them, to the no fmall detriment 
of the company’s inveftment of falt-petre ; and as 
long as this is the practice, I mull repeat again, I 
cannot expeft to fell any great quantity of your fait, 
till this country fait is pretty well confumed, and 
they difeontinue making it. It makes me very 
imeafy, to fee almoft all the Ihops in Durbunga 
full of the faid commodity, and am informed it is 
fo all over this diftridl. There has been run in 
upon me in this diftridl, over and above what has 
been made, aboot 20,000 maunds ; fo that I reck- 
on in the whole here has beendifpofed in all 80,000 
maunds within the compafs of one year ; and am 
informed the French are fending now fome boats 
loaded with fait, from Charnagore, when the ja- 
langhee opens. In fliort, all thefe things put toge- 
ther, I beg leave to lay before you, gentlemen for 
your ferious confidcration, and, at the fame time to 
demonftrate, it is no way my fault your fait has not 
huherto been fold, and wilh from my heart fin- 
VoT.. IV. P ccrely, 
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cerely, It l»y in my power to dlfpofe of It In a day^j 
time.” 


To Thomas Rumbold, Efq; chle( of Patna, dated 
the 4th of May. 

SIR, 

The gentlemen of the fociety of trade have re- 
prefenteci to us in a letter, which we now inclofe 
to you, that their fales of fait in the Dunbunga 
dittrid have been almoft put an entire Ibp to by 
the company’s falt-petre, gomaftah’s making fait in 
the petre-pans. 

We therefore defIre that you will make the 
ftrideft enquiry into the condud: of thefe gomaf- 
tahs, and not only punifli with the utmoft feverity 
thole who may be found guilty of the crime they 
are accufed of, and have prefumed to ad: thus con- 
trary to the repeated orders, but alfo make them 
accountable for the fait they have fold, and likc- 
wife confifcate the fait that has been boiled in the 
petre pans, and is not yet difpofcd of, which you 
will plcafe to deliver to Mr. Letheulier, the focie- 
ty’s agent. 

We further defire that you will caufe publication 
J?, . ? made throughout the Torhote country, pro- 
hibiting all perfons from making any fait, dircdly 
or indiredly in thofe diftrids. 


,To the honourable Harry Verelft, Efq; prefi.lent 
and governor, &c. council of Fort William, 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

I have received your letter of the fourth in- 
itant, inclofing a copy of the reprefentation fro‘m 


Mr, 
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Mr. LetheuUer to the committee of trade, of the 
Ioffes fuffered by the fociety from the quantity of 
fait made and vended in the Jerhut dittrids, by 
the company’s falt-petre gomaftahs, 

I mufl: beg leave to obferve, that this account is 
exaggerated to the higheft degree ; from rny know- 
ledge of the quantuy of falc-petre there made, I 
am certain it is impouibie fo much fait could be pro- 
duced ; and to fhew how little detriment the in- 
veftment has met with, it need only be remarked, 
that there has of late been an increafe, not deficit 
ency in the article of falt-petre. 

From the refufc of the petre, an inconfiderablc 
quantity of fait has always been made, which 
yielded fomc duty to the fouzdar, who will com- 
plain on a total prohibition, and demand fome de- 
dudions in the rents. However, purfuant to 
your orders, I will fhortly difpatch a proper perfon 
in that country, to make (hid enquiry into it, and 
punifh the gomaftahs, if they are found deferving 
pfic. 


I am, 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Patna, 

May, i y 68. Your moft obedient 
Humble fervant. 


Thomas Rombold. 


At 
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At a confultation, ii Auguft, 1768.' 

Prefen r, 

The honourable Harry Verellt, Efqj prefident, &c. 

The board have taken into confideration the re- 
gulations under which the court of directors have 
ordered the fait trade to be laid open, and the ne- 
cclTary meaiures to be purfued to carry them into 
execution, came to the following refolution upon 
the 52 paragraph of their general letter of the 
2orh of November. 

The collcdtor-general be defired to obtain as ex- 
aft an account, as he poffibly can, of tlie number of 
colleries in the Calcutta purgunnahs and the com- 
pany’s lands, and in the provinces of Burdwan, 
Midnapore and Chittagong, and lay a return of 
them before the board. 

That every collcry be diftinguiflied by fome 
mark or number, as well that they may be di- 
ftinftly known by each perfon who bids for them 
at public fale, to prevent any difputes when 
they arc delivered over to their refpedtive purcha- 
fers. 

That the colleries be put up to fale on the 20th 
of Oftober next, and that the purchafers fhall en- 
gage to bring the fak from the colleries where it is 
made to one of thefe two public marts, viz. Raiar- 
Barry, Barnagore, or fuch other places as may 
hereafter be fixed on, but to either of them as may 
fuit their conveniencies. 

Agreed, That a copy of this refolution and tho 
52d paragraph of the company’s letter, be fent to 
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the colleftor-general, that he may put the fame In- 
to execution, and alfoto the refident at the durbar, 
defiring him to recommend to the adminiilration at 
Murfliadabad the fame mode of difpofing of the 
collcries under the nabob’s jurlfdi(flion, as the com- 
pany have preferibed to us, and to obtain an ac- 
count of, and diftinguiQi in the like manner as wo 
have direded to be done in the company’s lands, 
the number of thofe collcries, and furnilh us with 
the fame as foon as poffiblc. 

The duty to be levied on this trade for the go- 
vernment, the regulations, and reftridlions under 
which it is to be carried on, in order to prevent in- 
dividuals of our own and foreign nations interfering 
in it, are the next objt& of our confidcration, and 
points of moil material conlequencc. 

Agreed, therefore, before we come to a deter- 
mination rcg irdin;; thorn, that a committee be ap- 
pointed to coi^ :l Meflh. Cartier, Bccher, and 
Ruffcl, to CO \i' ior on the reft of the general letter 
relative to 'n:s trade, and that they be requerted to 
inform lijemfelves of every particuKir circumftance 
which they tl -nk may enable us to adopt a plan, 
the moft el .^ible for carrying on this important 
trade, coni _ .mablc to the fpirit and meaning of the 
company’ , orders, and lay the fame before us as 
fbon as loey have obtained every ueccilary iiifur- 
mationfor thispurpofe. 


At 
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At a confultation, Oftober 7, 1768. 
Prefent, 

The honourable Harry Vctelft, Efq; prefident, &c* 

The book of ftanding orders on the table. 

The confultation of the 5th inftant read and ap^. 
proved. 

The committee appointed for laying down a 
plan, and projpoling regulations for carrying on the 
Inland trade in fait, conformable to the fpirit and 
meaning of the company’s orders, having finifhed 
their deliberations on thisfubjed, lay the famebc'* 
fore the board, which were accordingly here read,' 

To the honourable Harry Verelft, Efq; prefident 
and governor, 5 cc. council of Fort William. 

Honoured Sir and Sirs, 

We have been favoured with your fecretary's 
letter of the iith ultimo, enclofing the paragraphs 
of the honourable company’s general letter of the 
20th of November, relating to the inland trade in 
fait, which you were pleafed to refer to our confi- 
deration, defiring us to inform ourfclves of every 
circumftance that we thought might enable you to 
adopt a plan the moft eligible for carrying that 
trade, conformable to i.he fpirit and meaning of the 
company’s ordets. 

In confequence of ybur direftions, we have been 
making the nccclTary enquiry, and we now 

leave 
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JcRve to lay before you what appears to us bell; cal- 
culated for the purpofe. 

We would recommend, that an advertifement be 
ilTued, agreeable to the company’s orders, contain- 
ed in the 99th and loift paragraphs of their let- 
ter, that no perfon may hereafter plead ignorant 
of them. 

An advertifement has already been ifTued, relat- 
ing to the fait of the collerics in the company's 
lands, but before they are put to fale, the mer- 
chants fhould be acquainted, that they will not 
be allowed to raife the price of fait at Cal- 
(^ucta and Rajahbaharry, above ficca rupees no 
per maund of 80 ficca weight, (which the 30 ficca 
rupees duties, is the highefi: price allowed by the 
company) otherwife they may hereafter complain, 
that they advanced in the price for the purchafe of 
the colleries, on a fuppofition that they would not 
be reftridled in their faies of the fait. 

As the honourable company have only reftrlfted 
the merchants in the felling price of their fait at 
Calcutta and Rajabaharry, we have thought proper 
10 fubmit to you, whether it would not be condu- 
cive to anfwer the fpirit of their orders, if it were 
recommended to the country government to fix the 
price of fait at the principal markets throughout, 
the country in the fame manner as it is done here, 
and at Rajabaharry, allowing a reafonable profit to 
the purchafers from our maits. 

The creek oppofite to Barnagore (called Bailee 
Creekj recommended by the court of direftors, 
we find from a lurvey made by the mafter attend- 
ant, and one of the Iionourable company’s furvey- 
ors, as per Mr, Rinnells draft, tranfmitted here- 
with, 
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tob3 very proper for lodging the fait brought 
up from the Ingcllee Mifadant, &c. diftridls, and 
the company’s lands, as well as convenient for the 
merchants, who tranfport it up the country, to 
load their boats ; we alfo find Rajabaharry, from 
a report made by the focicty of trade’s agent at that 
place, very proper for lodging the fait produced to 
the eaftward. 

We find from enquiry, that the greateft quan- 
tity of fait received by the fociety of trade In one 
year, was 29,36,420-6-10, as that was in a re- 
markable favourable feafon, we only took 28,00000 
for fixing the duty ordered by the company to be 
collected on the fait difpofed of at Bailee Creek, 
Rajabaharry, and what is tranfported through the 
the pachet paffes, the rates of the duty on that 
quantity to produce 1 00,000 pounds fterling, at the 
exchange of 2s. 3d. per current rupee, is licca ru- 
pees 275 io|*, but in order that the company may 
receive the fum ftipulated by them, though the fea- 
fon for manufadluring fait fhould be unfavourable, 
we recommend that the duty be fixed at ficca ru- 
pees 30 per 100 maunds, to be paid by the pur- 
chafers. 

Wc recommend that Mr. Sykes be defired to fix 
on a proper place for collecting the duty upon fait 
that is tranfported up the country from Burdv/an 
and Midnapore, through the pachet pafles, and to 
have proper chokies ftaiioned in all parts, by which 
boats may pafs, and fait be tranfported to a market 
without being firft lodged at Rajabaharry or Bailee 
Creek, and in order to prevent as much as poffibie 
fait being clandeflinely tranfported, we would 
have no fait moved from the cheers, but with pro- 
per 
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perwannah*s, fpecifylag the quantity of fall! 
and number of boats, to be granted by the country 
government, the chief of the next ta^^ory^ or the 
colledtor-gcneral, each fur the didricls Under them; 

Weekly returns of thefe perw.innah’s Hiould bo 
tranfmltred to a pcrlbn to be appointed at C.ilcutta 
for that purpofe, who is to enter them in a general 
regifter, and we wouLI havfe peons fenc with the 
perwannahs as at prefent with the duftucksi and a 
regifter kept of the ilrrival of fdt at the different 
markets, to be tranfmitted weekly to Calcutta, to 
be entered into the regifter there; 

We obferve, that the company have ordered in 
the tooth paragraph of their general letter, that 
foreign fait Iball pay a diry equd to this country 
flit ; we beg leave to point out to you, that fo- 
reign fair is an article not allowed to pals with the 
benefiL of a dulluck, but pays the company’s cuf- 
toms at Calcutta, and the governments duty ac 
Hughley ; if thofe duties are mcreafed, and at the 
fame time, country fait lowered in its price, it will 
be a difeouragement in general to Ihipping, and 
may in the end be detrimental to the company by 
their not finding a vend for the fait made at Mafule- 
patatn, and their lands on the coalls ; the levying 
the duty ordered by the company, will alfb be a 
great hardfilip on the poor of this country, as they 
nuw purchafe foreign fait ac a price to 6o ru- 
pees per maunds lefs than the fait manufatftured ia 
Bengal ; and as the quantity of foreign fait import- 
ed litre, does not prevent the whole ot what is pro- 
duced in the coun.try being conlumed, the com- 
pany will not fuffer In their duties by it ; we therc- 
Voi, IV, fi, ford 
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fore recommend that no incieafe be made on the 
duty now collcdecl on foreign fait. 

We underfiand that advances were made for the 
making fait, before the advertifement v/as ilTued, 
adviling that the collaries would be put up to pub- 
lic fale ; fuch advances we think, flaould be made 
good by the purchafer ; and we therefore recom- 
mend that it be made known to the merchants be- 
fore the fale ; befides, the fum due to the mer* 
chants for advances made this year, there will be, 
we imagine, outllanding balances due born the 
Molungecs to the merchants who contrafted with 
them for the fait of lall fcafon ; ihefc balances, w'e 
are of opinion, fliould not fall on the purchafers of 
the collaries ; but as the merchant will have a claim 
for them, it will bq neceflary to publilli before the 
fale of the collaries, that the Molungees only will 
be rcfponrible to the merchant for thofe balances, 
and be obliged to anfwer, according to the cuftom 
of the country, for what appears to be jiiftly due 
from them. 

The collaries in Burdwan province were at the 
lettliig of the Burdwan lands, Infl June, rented by 
the farmers as part ihcir farms, for a bafe of 
three years ; though the leafe docs nor invert them 
with the exclufivc privilege of making fait, yet it 
is donbtlcls, that it was with a view to that emolu- 
ment, that they encrealed their oilers for the buds, 
and if the collaries <arc not deduced irem their 
iarms they will naturally claim a dtdndiion from 
the laft incrcafu : and wc recommend that it be ad- 
j lifted with the farmers befcr'c the fale* of the coi* 
laries. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Bechcr,the colleftor-gencral, has acquaint- 
ed us, that the farmers of the three pergumuhN 
have fentdo'.vn remonftrances, which are tianilat- 
ing, and will be laid before you, 

In the Midnapore diftrifts, the collaries are ex- 
cluded in the zemindars funnuds, and they hjivc 
been ufed to look upon them as their own proper- 
ty, if they are not taken fiom them. It will be 
necclTary either to grant an equivalent or allow a 
dedudiion in their rents ; but as we are of opinion, 
that it would be fubverlive of their natural right, 
to rake the collaries from them, and therefore un- 
politic, wc would recommend that the zemindars 
be allowed to work them, and be obliged to tou- 
traft wdth the merchants for the lalt that is nianu** 
fadured, and not to let one perfon contrad for 
more than the quantity which may be limited by 
him to the colledor-general ; we imagine, that this 
method will anfwcrthe company’s intentions equal- 
ly w'ith the collaries being fold at outcry, and the 
the merchants who contrad, to tranfport it to one 
of the public mans fixed on. 

Such, gentlemen, are the regulations that at 
prefenc appear to us luott likely to aiifwcr the in- 
tentions of the honourable the court of diredors ; 
but as they differ widely from all former cultorns, 
we muft leave time to prove, how far the'y are 
pradicable or proper ; indeed, we can forefee many 
difiiculties in putting them into execution, upon fo 
Ihort notice, of an entire change in the general fyf- 
tem of carrying on this extenlive trade ; nor is it 
improbable that many points may efcape us, which 
on* experience may be found to be mateilal ; it was 
our intentions on this occalion to l, ivc collcded and 

digefted 
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dip e fled the opinions of the prlncipn! native In ha 
b/rants w/iicA mipht have poshly furniihed many 
ijfeful lights, but the fiidden departure of Mefficurs 
Cartier and Ruflell, and the multiplicit)^ of bufj- 
nefs on the hands of the gentlemen of the com- 
niirtee in their other departments, have not allowed 
lis nme to have the advantage of fnch affillance : 
however, v/c hope, what we now have the honour 
to fubmic to your confideration, will with your 
amendments anfwer theend purpofed, until a twelve- 
month’s trial make it more perfed: apd complcat. 

We are with refped, 

Honoured Sir and Sirs, 

Fort William, Your moft obedient 

2 1 it Sept, 1 76s, 

Humble fervants. 

John Cartier, &:c, 

As the fait made laft year is now moving frorrt 
the cheers, and no duty hath been cftabliHicd on it 
nor any regulations made regarding the dilpol'al of I 
It, tpe board are of opinion, that previous to their 
reioluiions, on the committee’s letter, thcle circum- 
Itances fliould be attended to. And the fame hav- 
ing been maturely confidered, 

.Agreed, That we wiite to the rc/ident at the du-- 
par, to recommend to the minifters to iflue their 
orders for putting in execution the regulations we 
propofe tvtiih regaid to the difpofal of this fair, and 
Whfch are as follows^ 

tTh^ 



[ tit 1 

That a duty on it of 30^ ficca rupees per loa 
piaunds, be collected at tfughky and Uaiahabar- 
jy, and that the government’s o/hcers employed in 
the colleftion of this duty, grant perwannahs on 
the receipt therepf, fpecitying the quantity of fair, 
the perfon it belongs to, and the amount of duties 
colleded, which lliall then^|Bfs to the different 
piarts it may be intended for, free of every other 
duty. And that this duty be collcded as the fait 
is brought to either of the firft-named places, by 
thofc who import it, 

That the ftrifteft orders be given to all other 
chokiers qot to collefl: any further duty or toll on 
any fait, for which fiich perwannahs lhall be produ- 
ced, and to prevent any fmugghng : all fait at- 
temptetl to be puffed without luch perwannahs fliall 
be conlifeated. 

That the moft public notice he iffued in all parts, 
that after the payment of the above duty, no other 
lhall be coIlciSed under pain of the fevereft punidi- 
ments. And, 

In order that the intentions of thefe regulations, 
which are meant folely for the eafe and convenience 
of the natives, may not be fruttrated. 

Agreed, That we recommend to the refident at 
the durbar, that at the fame time he propofesrhem 
to the minifters, he will alfo moft carncftly recom- 
mend to thern to prevent as much as poffible, a mo- 
nopoly at any of the markets. 

As there arc frequent means found by individuals 
to convey fait out of the provinces of Midnapore 
and Burdwan, through the hills into Bahar; and in 
Ptder to prevent this pratflice, 

Agreed, 
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Agreed, That the colledlor-geheral be defired to 
write to the rajah of Burdvvan, to grant rowan- 
nahs for all fait that may be fent through that dif- 
tria, on the pcrfons to whom it belongs, paying 
the ftipulated duty of thirty ficca lupees per 
maunds, and to give public notice, that all fait 
which may or fhall be found without thefe rowan- 
nahs fliall be confifeated. That the colledtor-ge- 
)ieral be further defired to ifiue th^le regulations to 
the refident at Midnapore, that the like precauti- 
ons be taken in his clifiritts, and to tranfmit 
them alfo to Chittagong. 

Agreed alfo, lhat we acquaint the chief of 
Patna with thefe regulations, and defirc that he 
will requeft the officers of the government to take 
fuch meafures as will moft efledlually prevent any 
fait being brought into the province of Bahar, in a 
clandelliiie manner, and to 1‘eize and coiififcate 
whatever quantity may by any means be conveyed 
into the provinces without thefe rowannahs : and 
that it be particularly mentioned to the refident at 
the durbar, the collcdor-gencrai and chief of Patna, 
that thefe reltridions are meant only for the lalt 
that was made lall: kaibn, and not that belong- 
ing to the committee of trade, which will always 
br difiinguillied by its having had a duHuck. 

The board then proceeded to take into mature 
confideraiion the orders and diredions of the ho- 
nourable the court of directors, contained in their 
letter of the twentieth of November, one thoufand 
feven hundred and fixty-feven, as alfo the com- 
mendations of the commlitee appointed to eftablifii 
a plan, for the better and more fully putting into 
execution the above orders 5 and the following pa- 

iagraphsi 
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ragraphs were now read, 91 to 104.. In anfwer 
to paragraph 9 1, the board refolved, that vvhatC' 
ver plan may be adopted, the tale and convenicn- 
cy of the natives, the cheapnefs of jalt in every 
part of the country, the preventing of every op- 
prcflion, and the iiuereft of our employers, in the 
prefervation of an equitable and rcafonable duty, 
Iball be their primary objedb. 

In the 920 paragraph of thU letter, the honoura- 
ble the court of diredtors have thought proper to 
order the collarics to be put up to public fale. 

The board have ever been, and always lhall be 
particularly attentive to the orders and inltrudi^ 
ons of the honourable the court of direvftors. They 
lhall Ibidtly adhere and confirm, as far as lies in 
their power, to the regulations laid down by them, 
fer carrying on this important tiadc ^ and nothin^; 
but a thorough conviftlon, that too rigid a regard 
10 their orders might prove prejudicial to the in- 
^terefl: of the company, could prevail upon, or in- 
duce them to deviate in a fmgle point from their 
commands ; they find themlcTvcs however, under 
this neceffity, in regard to difpoling of the colla- 
ries in the manner that hath been preferibed, as it 
appears from the cxtradl of fome letters which the 
colledtor-general now lays before us, and are en- 
tered after the confultation, that they cannot put 
in execution this part of the plan laid down by the 
court of directors, without an adual and conlidera- 
ble diminution of the company’s revenues in the 
provinces of Burdwan and Midnapore ; for in the 
former diflrids, the farmers who rented the collaries 
there, as pare of the farms at the lall general fet- 
tlehuncon three years leafcs, haveve-ry jult claims 

to 
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to them, and have already remonfl;rated3 asappeafi 
' by the petitions which the collcdor-gcneral riow 
lays before us for our information. In the latter^ 
the collaries are included in the zemindars fun- 
nuds, and have ever been confidcrcd as their own 
property, equally with their lands and habita- 
tions. 

It Is therefore evident, that by putting up the 
collaries in Rurdwan and Midnapore, at public 
falcj we deprive the farmers of the privilege of 
making htlt, and of courfc that emolument which 
hath enabled them to cncrcafe their offers for the 
land ; and that fuch a dedudion from their farms 
Avill confequently lead them to claim a dedudion 
from their annual rents ; and that vve fliall rake 
away from the zemindars in the Midnapore pro- 
vince what adually forms a part of their zemin^ 
daries, and from the profits of which they are prin- 
cipally enabled to pay the company’s malguzary’s^ 
which libeity the committee of trade were pard-^ 
cularly attentive to when ading for the focicty. 

However, fuppofingthat equity would allow of. 
our difpoffeffing the fcvcral prefent renters of thefe 
collaries, yet jufticc muft induce us to account to 
them for the old balances due Ivom the molun- 
gccs, as well as the advances made to them tor 
the prefent year, which for the more acurate in- 
formation of our honourable mafters, we iliall 
ihte from what they have already experienced in 
their Calcutta lands, as Hands on the proceeding^ 
of the committee of landsrf When it was deemej 
proper to eilablilh thofe colhirles on a new fyftcm,* 
it was thought equitable,- that the old balances due 
from the molungecs to the former renters, fliould 
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tix: firrf made good, the accounts are accordingly 
delivered in, and, notwithftanding a rigid feru- 
tiny, amounted to no Icfs rupees 533,045 : 1 1 : 3. 
Now, fuppofing the fame to be done in Burdwan, 
Slidnapore, and Chittagong, and the govern- 
ment's lands, andi we eftimate the firft claims of 
the whole on a proportion with the Calcutta lands, 
it will Itand thus : If art annual produce of fix 
lacks of maunds of fait (the quantity calculated 
to be made on thefe lands) have formed a debt of 
old balances of rupees 533,045 : ii :3, what 
will the remainder produce on the other lands, 
eftimated at 22 lacks, yield ? Anfwer,' the fuin 
of rupees 1,954,500' i 14 : 6, which muft be 
accounted for, fhould the orders in the above 
9 2d paragraph, for publicly difpofirtg of the col- 
laries, be put into execution. The eftimate we 
judge to be confiderably below the demands that 
would be made for outftanding balances, fhould 
the collaries be put up to falc, from the very un- 
favourable fcafon of laft year, owing to the con- 
ftant rain that fell, which prevented the molun- 
gccs working out half the advances made from 
the former year for that purpofe. 

The increafe of the revenue made on the Cal- 
cutta colonics, fiftitionfiy rcimburfcd the com- 
panv, the amount paid by them fidirioufly, be- 
caulc the fame increafe might have been made, 
and the company have reaped that advantL;ge, 
had no balance been to be paid. The coilarics 
in every other part have already kept pace in the 
increafe of their rents as the above ; how then 
arc,tlic company to be rcimburfcd this inm ? The 
iluw they havedirefted to be levied, does ab'. idy 

VoL, I\b- R amount 
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amount to 30 rupees per I mauncls ; a further 
tax tiiuft deflroy the direftors grand objects, the 
cafe and convenience of the natives, by enhancing 
the price of fdt. Another very material objec- 
tion to the above orders of onr niafters, is, the 
infringement of the liberty of the molungccs, 
which has been fo greatly apprehended by them- 
Iclvcs, as fet forth in their petitions on the publi- 
cation of our»intentions of a falc ot the colhiries. 
The falc of any fpotof land, for the working any 
particular number of collarics, cannot anfwcr any 
purj)ofc, unlefs we infure to the purchafer the 
fcrvicc of thofc who arc to work them : and 
Hiould fuch men offer as are obnoxious to the mo- 
Inngces, how arc they to be fupported ? Force 
inuit oblige them to the work, or the purchafer 
fall ffiort in his rents. 

For thefe reafons, therefore, it is the unani- 
mous opinion of the board. That the collarics in 
thefe dlffrlds ffiould not be put up to lale ; an 
opinion that they arc the more inclined to, from 
the confidcration, that though they cannot ad: 
up to the literal orders of the court of directors, 
without any evident difadvantage to the conij)any, 
yet that thev iball not deviate from the fpirit and 
meaning of tlwni ; and ihat, by the regulations 
they now propole for carrying on the lair trade, 
they ffiall be enabled to put it on an e([uitablc and 
jult footing, as the court of direclors have pro- 
poled, without lubjeCting them to the inconve- 
niences that they have here pointed out ; and their 
regularions arc; lirll, Thai every zemindar, or 
landholder, whole c’,ii:rs on colLiries are gran.tcd 
to him by finuukl ; and alfo, all farmers on 

kale 
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leafe fliall continue to enjoy the benefit of work- 
ing them, but they fnali be reftricted by bond 
and penalty, not to dilpofe of a larger quantity of 
maund'i, fifty thoufiind to^any one purchafer : they 
are to keep an account of every fide, which nuift 
be weekly tranfmitted to the ludahr, or head 
cutchorics of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chitta- 
gong, there to be recorded, and reference made 
on any ferutiny which may be deemed ncccfiliry 
in regard to perfons, (juantity, or price, which 
may accrue to prevent monopolies. 

Secondly, That an entire freedom be granted 
to all other merchants, natives of the country, of 
the cads of Moors, or Gentoos, for renting and 
working all other collaries whatever, provided no 
one pciibn, dircdly, or indircdly, makes a 
larger quantity than niaunds fifty thoufiind. The 
rellriifting in quantit}', we deem more confonant 
to the willies of our mailers, then in collaries, 
tlicy being of fuch different fizes as to yield from 
one hundred to three hundred maunds each ; and, 
in order to encourage the molungees to their 
duty, to dlftlife among the merchants this liberty, 
and to prevent confulion or difputcs one with an- 
other, every mcrclianr mull engage himfeif in his 
lerviec the molungees, whom he mull bring to 
the ncarcil ])ul)llc ciucherrv lobe examined whe- 
ther they are tree from all other en^agcnv'nls ; 
and it is voluntarily, that they ihemfelvcs 
enter into his Icrvice, when their names and refi- 
dcnecmullbe rcgifiered, with the name andrefi- 
dcnce of tluMiicrchant to whom they engage j 
which cngnn: I’liu. lU lo lail for year onb/, and 
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every afliflance to fecqre to fuch merchants the atr 
tcntivc fcrvice of fuch molungees, and again, to 
fee that the merchant ftiidly conforms to his en- 
gagements witJi the molungees : and, in cafe any 
one merchant fliould feducc, or attempt to fe- 
duce, any molungeefrom another merchant, he 
lhall be fined as the cafe may merit. The mo- 
lungee thus engaged for one year, lhall not be 
liable, after the expiration of that time, to be 
called upon for further fervicc by the merchant, 
unlefs voluntarily, and for no balances whatever, 
after the expiration of the approaching feafon. 
But in confuleration of the very heavy balances 
due from the molungees to the merchants, on ac- 
count of the laft year’s advances, they are to have 
the preference of the molungees fervices for this 
feafon. — The above regifter of merchants and mo- 
liingees to be fent weekly to the fcvcral head cut- 
cherries, in order that public licence may be 
granted to the merchant for entertaining the mo- 
liingees regiftcred. — The officer of each difirid 
alfo to keep an account of all fait made therein, 
and by whom, and to fend the fame to the head 
cutcherry, there to be recorded weekly ; and it is 
Hridly recommended to prevent as much as pof- 
fible any one fiimily to fet off merchants com- 
bining together, or in any lliape citablilhing a 
monopoly. 

Thirdly, No fait to be removed from any chur 
without a rowannah from the refident, or collec- 
tor general, fpccifying the proprietor’s name of 
fuch fait, the quantity and number of boats in 
which it is tranfported by water; if by land, 

tficrt 
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then the number of bullocks, and by whatever 
means elfe it is tranfported. 

That weekly returns of the rowannahs granted 
by the collcdior general, fhall be iranfiuittcd to, 
and entered by him in a general regider : and 
that peons diall be lent with the rowannahs as at 
prefent with the dullucks, and a regifter kept of 
the arrival of fait at the different markets in the 
company’s lands, to be tranfmitted weekly to the 
colled:or, to be entered in bis regifter* 

If any boats are found fmuggling fait, the fame 
to be confifeated to the government, boat and 
fait ; and any boat having lalt on board, hoifting 
Englifh colours, pretending to an Englifti duftuck, 
or having more fait on board than fpecificd in the 
rowannahs, fhall be liable to confifeation, toge- 
ther with the cargo, and the nabob’s minifters 
will feize the fame as forfeited to the govern- 
ment. 

That all fait produced at Ingclce, Myfadaul, 
See, diftridts, and the company’s lands, fhall be 
carried to and landed at Rillubreck, which is 
found, upon a furvey by Mr. Regnal, to be a 
very proper place ; and that all fait produced to 
the ca ft ward fhall be brought to Rajahbarry, 
which hath alfo been reported to us very proper 
for lodging the fait at. 

That the fame film of thirty ftcca rupees per 
pne hundred maunds, fliall be the duty to be 
collected from the importer on all fait brought 
to Bailee Creek, or Rajahbarry, in order to fe- 
cure the company the ftipulatcd revenue of one 
hundred llioufand pounds, which, upon a calcu- 
lation 
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htlon this duty will afford, even fliould the feafon 
prove unfavourable for manufatfuring ialt. 

The board agree in opinion with the committee. 
That the ])ricc of fait at thefe two places Ihoukl 
not exceed more than one hundred ficca rupees 
per I maunds. But as we have rcfolved the duty 
of thirty ficca rupees per i maunds lliall be levied 
from the iuiportcr, and not the purchafer. 

That the price of faltdvdl be fixed at one hun- 
dred and forty ficca rupees per ^ maunds. 

That no incrcafe of duty ihall now be made on 
what is now collected on foreign fait, for the rea- 
foils affigned b'' the committee. 

As ihcfe regulations arc formed with the firiftcil 
regard to the cafe and convenience of the native, 
and fuch as we judge will enable them to carry on 
this iin|)oriant trade on tl«' cafiefi terms, and the 
lead liable to oppreflion. 

Agreed, that we iranrmlt a copy of thofc fivr 
'rlie lad as well ns ih.o enfiiing featon, to the red- 
<lenL at the duibar, and defirc him to recoin- 
tii’jnd to ilie miniders to ad()[)t and follow the 
f.i!ne. 

Ay;.*. ( (] nlfo, rh:.! the legiilntions forlhecnfu- 
ing year be traniiuitlcd to Ibuna, Dccca, and 
( ’o!»i:pbu/nr. And, 

Oiib'ivd, that 'ha collcftor general be fur- 
r.itlr d with a ro.p c-f t s.i' eonfultnlion, in order 
dial lie may ilibv. !;ie fame in the didrids under 
i:'s inipeClion. 

A^th(M*e are fill I ffvcral matters unacljuftcd by 
do* e unmiULv of trade, and balances to be col- 
b.cK'd on account ot the fociety, wdiich renders it 
r.ecttia'- r::at I'n: cimnuttee fiiould fubfifi for 

fome 
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feme tline longer ; and as there are two vacancies 
by the abfcnce of Mdirs. Cartier and Rudell. 

Agreed, That one of them be filled by Mr. 
Charlton. 

Agreed alfo. That he be appointed a member 
the committee ofaurungs, military pa) maftcr-gc- 
ncral, and mint-mailer, and that he lake charge 
of thefe offices the firil of next month ; and, 

Ordered, That the fecretary tranfmit him his 
appointments. 

(Signed) H. Vcrelft, &c. 

To Thomas Rumbold, Efi|; chief of Patna. 

SIR, 

Enclofcd we tranfmit yon a copy of fomc regn- 
lations we have this day made, regarding the dif- 
pofal of the filt made luff year, and the duty to 
be collected on it. And we dcfirc, that you will 
earneilly recommend to the officers of the govern- 
ment at Patna, lo have thefe regulations tlridly 
attended lo. Put we mule heie obferve to you, 
tliat thefe reftridions are mraiit only for the iali: 
that v.as made lail feafon, and not for that belong- 
ing to rhe cominiitce ol trale, which will always 
be diilinguifiied i>y ha\ing liad adulluck. 

Fort Willi-m, We arc, ccc.’' 

yOdober, 1768. 


To 
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To Francis Sylces, Efq; rcfident at the Durbar 
SIJB, 

** InclofeJ wc tranfmit you a plan we have this 
day laid down for conducting the inland trade in 
fait for the enfuing fcafon, in confidence of the or* 
dcrs of the honourable the court of directors, in 
their letter of the twentieth of November, one 
thoufand feven hundred and fixty-feven. And as 
the regulations we have herein propofed arc formed 
with the flridteft regard to the eafe and convenient 
cy of the natives ; as they are fuch as we judge 
will enable them to carry on this important trade 
on the eafieft terms, and the lead liable to op- 
prefiion. 

We defirc that you will carneftly recommend to 
the minifters to adopt this plan in jurifdiCtion of 
the nabob’s government : We alfo defire that you 
will recommend to them to carry into exteution, 
the regulations which we have likewife enclofed re- 
garding the fait trade lad year ; and we mud here 
obferve to you, that thefe redriClions are meant 
only for the (alt that was made ladfeafon, and not 
that belonging to the committee of trade, which 
will always be didinguiflied by having had a 
duduck. 

Fort William, We are, 

7th October, 1768. 


To 



I ‘33 1 


to Thomas Rumbold, Efq; chief, &c. council of 
Patna. 

Gentlemen, 

Enclofed we trAnfmit to you a plan we have this 
day laid down for conducing the inland trade in 
fait, for the enfuing feafon, in confeqnence of the 
orders of the honourable the court of direftors, in 
their letter of the 20th of November 1767, and 
dcfire that you will pay the llridteft regard and at- 
tention to the regulations we have herein propofed, 
and fee that they are ftridly conformed to, as far 
as lies in your power. 

Fort William, We are, &c. 

7th October, 1768. 

Fort William, the 7th Odobcr, 1768* 
At a general G nfultatlon. 

Prefen t. 

The honourable Harry Vcrelft, Efq; ptefident, &c* 
<* 

Extrafts of letters from the refidents of Burd- 
wan, and Midnapore, to the coll edfor- gen era), in 
anfwcr to the orders ttanfmitted to them, to give 
public notice, that the collarics of thofe didricls 
Would be fold at public outcry, on the twentierh of 
Oftober 1768, in conformity of the orders'of the 
coUedtor-gcncral received from the prcfident and 
council upon that fubjed, unckrdate of the iitU 
of *Auguft. 

VoL. IV. 


S 


Frofft 
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From Mr* John Graham, refident at Biirdwan, 

under the date of the zeth of Auguft, 1768. 

The advertifement in relation to the Mt trade 
is drawing up, and fliall be publiflicd this day, 
and the lift of the collarics within this province 
ihall be fent to you as foon as poffible. The fur- 
ther diredions, that you promife me before the 
day of falc, will, I hope, be full and explicit, fo 
as to dired how the balance due the contradors of 
laft year, and the advances that may have been al- 
ready made in this, are to be fettled and made 
good ; alfo, in what manner the objedions and 
claims of the farmers are to be anfw ercd, who 
rented thofc collaries as part of their fiums at the 
laft general ftatement on three years leafcs. Thcfe 
leafes do not by any means inveft them with the 
cxcJufive privilege of making the fair, but it is 
doubtlefs with a view to that emolument that they 
incrcafe their offers for the land, and now that the 
collaries arc to be deduded from their farms, they 
will be naturally led to claim a dedudion from 
the lull increafe. 


September the 9th. 

The farmers of the diftrlds where the collaries 
arc fituated, have prefented petitions to me, fet- 
ting forth the infringement on their engagements, 
and the prejudice to the biifinefs of their farms, 
that will rcfult from the rcfolutions of putting the 
falt-pans up to public falc. I have promifed that 
I would fiibmit them to their confideration, ?nd 
you will find them accordingly here inclofcd. As 
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far as I am mailer of the fabjeft; their arguments 
I own carry weight with me, and the rajah's offi- 
cers have repeatedly exprelfcd thcmfelves to me iq 
the fame terms ; as to the detriment they think 
the introducing a double authority over the ry- 
otts will be producive to the revenue of that part 
of the province, they mention a parallel ^afe in 
the adminiftration of Rajah Manickchund, who 
adualiy rendered the fait of the Mundligaut Per- 
gunner a diflindl farm from the lands, but before 
the end of three years, was glad to re-unite them, 
and obliged to admit a dedudlion of rupees, fifty- 
fix thoufand, for the damage the diftridt had fufn 
tained, owing to the fame perfons occupying the 
double poflcfiion of rvotts and molangees,. -as fee 
forth in the petition of the prefent farmers. 

From Mr. George Vanfittart, rcfident at Midna- 
pore, under date the iid of Auguft, 1768. 

I know not whether the court of direftors, in 
their orders concerning the fait, have been aware 
that the collarics in the Midnapore and Jallifore 
provinces, arc included in the zemindar's funnuds, 
or whether they think thofc funnuds may be jnfily 
difpented with ; il the latter, the zemindars have 
only to lubmir, but that they will not do it, I 
imagine, without giving a good deal of trouble 
firfi; with their complaints ; if the former might 
not anfwcr the purpofe of dilfufing the fait amongft 
as many hands as pofiible be anfwercd by an or- 
der, being publifhed, thatno one lliould contra(ft 
for above a limited quantity ; that a lift of all the 
contradlors fliould, on a certain day, be delivered 
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in to the re/iclent^ nnd tranfmittcd to the coUcdot^ 
genera], and that the contradors Ihould engage to 
carry the fait to one of the public mans w hich 
have been fixed upon. 


September 14th. 

Several petitions have been delivered to me by 
the zemindars, in confequence of the orders for 
putting up the collaries to outcry. Their con- 
tents arc ftich as I cannot myfclf give them any 
anfwer to. I propofc therefore to tranfmit them 
all for your obfervation and diredtions, together 
'With the lift of collaries, a feiv days hence. 

October 3d. 

Inclofcd I tranfmit yon a lift of the collaries in 
die provinces of Midnaporc and Jallifore, and in 
order to convey a clearer idea of their produce, I 
have divided them into three clnlfcs. In the firfi:, 
are comprehended ail fuch as ufually yield two 
hundred maunds, or upwards ; in the fccomi, thofe 
which ufually yield between two hundred and one 
huiKued and fifty ; and in the third, thofe which 
yield Ids than one hundred and fifty. I liken iie 
litclnfc for your obfervation, a petition which I 
received from the zemindars of Bccrcool ; peti- 
tions on the fame fubjed havealfo been prcfcn^-cd 
!o me by the other zemindars, but as their pur- 
port is entirely the fame, it is necdlefs to trouble 
you with them. The following you will obferve to 
bo the fubllanccof what they plead in theirbeha,lf: 

That the collaries from a part of their zemin- 
dars 
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<Jars r?re included In their funnuds, nnd have ever 
fince been confidered as their own property ; that 
it 15 merely by the profits thereof they arc enabled 
to pay the company's malgiizarris ; that confide- 
rable quantities of fiilt arc due fromthem to difte- 
rent merchants, and large fums of money have 
been lent them upon the credit of their collarics, 
and if their collarics are now taken from them, it 
will.be totally out of their power either to pay 
their revenue, fulfil their contradVs, or fiitisfy 
their creditors." I rcquell to be favoured with 
your dirccTtions on thefe circumftanccs^ and likc- 
wi(e regarding the condudt neceflliry to be ob- 
ferved with refpcdl to the molangees. I'he fiime 
people being ryotts of the zemindars, and em- 
ployed in the bufinefs of cultivation, as well as 
that of making fait, many difputes may probably 
arife concerning them, between the zemindars 
and the purchafers of the collaries. 

The purport of the two petitions delivered to 
the collctfor-gcncral by the following Burdwan 
farmers : 

Callipurfaud Moznndar, farmer of Pergunnah 
Calloor ; Kifnarum Boy, farmer of the Pergunii'^h 
B.irace. 

The petitioners reprefent that they took the 
above pergunnahs to farm at the pooncah held in 
June lalt, tor a term of years ; that in thefe farms 
both the collary and malt revenues were necefia- 
rily included, as well, bccaufc it has ever been cu- 
Poinary, as that at fome feafons, the collarr 
grounds are cultivated for paddy, and oihcr 
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grain ; that in reliance the coilary gronn.ls wonld 
not be feparated from their farms, and the ink trade 
being laidopen laftyear, veryconfidcrable advances 
had been made by the merchants to the molan^ 
gees, fo then the ro-lctting the collaries in the 
manner propofed, will not only manitedly injure 
both the merchants and farmers, but will aifo 
greatly opprefs the ryotts, and occafion a defertion 
of the molangees, which muft fenfibly affedt the 
honourable company's revenues, wherefore they 
pray their cafe may be taken into confidcration. 

To Richard Becher, Efq, colleftor-gencral. 

The humble petition of Shibnnrnin Chaturgy, 
farmer of Mudligaut Pergunnah, in the pro- 
vince of Burdwan. 

Sheweth, 

That at the poonenh held in J\inc lad year, 
your petitioner took the above jicrgunnah to farm, 
together with Govindporc's mall, the Mahal ihuir, 
and fait collaries belonging to ir, all wliich he 
‘had grant for three years; that in Auguli follow^ 
ing, public proclamation ivas made by the refi- 
duit, that all the fair collaries in the province of 
Burdwan weic 10 be fold at public outcry, to the 
bed bidder, the 20th of Oftober, in lots confining 
of five collaries each ; that in confcquencc, the 
14th of Augud, three gomadahs were fent by the 
refident to take an account of the before-men- 
tioned collaries included in your petitioner’s farm, 
a pradicc altogether unprecedented, as the far- 
mers 



'( m 1 

mers heretofore ever been accuftomed to place an 
entire faith and confidence in the gentkin^en’s 
grants and agreements, always concuid.d tlv ’r 
farms to be fccurcd to them, whilil no mal „ . . . 
dud could be laid to their charge. 

Your petitioner further rcprcfLMits, rh.ii t' 
coilary and mal-rents of his farm have a! i - ; 
been confidered as infcparable, the fime i\ 
holding both grounds, and paying the rent the - 
of to one farmer; and this iilage being of long 
Handing, your petitioner apprehends rhe ryotrs 
will not eafily be prevailed upon to hold the mall 
dillind from the collary farms, at lead compul- 
live ineafures mud be ufed, the confccjiKncc of 
which will be a confiderablc defertion of the ryotts, 
and diminution of the honourable company's re- 
venues. 

Your petitioner humbly prays, that you will 
be pleafed to take his cafe into confident ion, and 
render him judice. And your petitioner will ever 
piay, &c. 

To the hon. Harry Vereld, Efip prefident and go^ 
Ycrnor, he, council of Fort William, in Bengal. 

The humble petition of the fait* molangccs of HaN 
tiagur Burridatty, Muora Gallah, Muddcniill, 
Shawpore, Azamabad, he. twenty-four per-* 
gunnuhs belonging to the hon. company. 

Humbly Sheweth, 

That, in former times, when the faid pergun- 
nahs belonged to black zemindars, your peti- 
tioners 
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tiotiers commonly ufcd to receive money or fa-lt 
from the merchants at your petitioners own re- 
cord. In the fame manner they continued for feme 
years, after the faid. pergunnahs belonged to the 
honourable company ; and alfo after the faid fait * 
pans, or collarics, were taken out of the gentle- 
men's hands, wholaft year quitted the faid colia-* 
ties ; fince which, your petitioners expeded to 
carry on their trade in the fame manner as afore*^ 
liiid, to receive money from whom they thought 
proper ; but yo\ir petitioners being informed that 
your honour, See. council, arc willing to divide 
the fait pans amongft fcveral merchants, and likc- 
ivifc to put up the faid collarics to outcry by lots, 
at five collarics in a lot ; in fuch cafe, your peti- 
tioners are furc to be ruined by the merchants, 
who will not only make your petitioners their 
Haves, but all your petitioners' families. 

Therefore, if your honour, &c. council, think 
proper to divide the fait collarics among the mer- 
chants, and put them up at outcry, your peti- 
tioners have no objeftions to it, but that the faid 
merchants be ordered to employ in their fervice 
only fuch molaiigccs as may willingly accept of 
rheir money, and that they be not permitted to 
force your petitioners ; . and your petitioners, 
in duty bound, lhall ever pray. 

To the hon. Harry Verclft, Efq. prefident and 
governor, kc, ccuncil. 

Theliumblc petition of the fait merchants. 

' - Humbly fheweth, 

That your honours have been pleafed tP adver- 
tife theTale of tfaecolaries, five in a lot, and' np. 
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J)crfon to have above thirty lots ; .whereas it fot- 
tnerly was the cuftocn that molungees fliould cort- 
tra& with whom they pleafed to make their fait, 
ahd thofe that had balances on them ufcd to take 
left money foi* the year following to make fait, - 
and pay off what they could ; and fome of the 
molungees ufed to make fait themfelves, and fell 
to the mctchantsj which was advantageous both 
for the molungees and the merchants ; and for- 
merly, the rent for every coilary was about fix or 
feven rupees, but your honours have increafed 
it to thirty rupees, and fervants to pay for 
fix months, feven rupees, which was not fuffi- 
cient for them. The molungees and fervants 
never ferved willingly, but by force, for which 
reafort there was not fo many coilarics as in former 
times ; but now as the honourable company have 
been pleafed to beftow this contraft on the na* 
tives, laft year wc advailced money, but by the 
rain the molungees could not give all, and a great 
balance remained on them ; and for this year 
wc were obliged to advance fome money for their 
maintainance, and making fait again. And now 
as your honours have advertifed that the collarics 
will be fold, if fo, it will entirely ruirt us-* Again 
we are further informed, that your honours will 
fix a price of fait for fale, but as according to out 
year's production , fo the price fettles fome years 
more, and fome years left; if your pctitione|s fell 
by the fettled price we lhall be ruined. 

Therefore yoUr petitioners huiUbly implore, 
that your honours may be pleafed to take our cafe 
info your ferious confideration, and order that the 
fait contracts may continue as before, both for ma- 
VOL. IV. T king 
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king and felling it, and your petitioners, as lij 
duty bound, lhall ever pray. 

Extraft of a general letter from Bengal, dat^d the 
23d of November, 1769, 

Par. 18. In the 107th paragraph of our letter of 
the 25th of September laft, wc had the pleafure to 
acquaint you, that the balance of the accounts of 
the fociety of trade amounting to current rupees, 
137,121, had been paid, into your treafury ; and 
we have now the honour to cnclofe you copies of 
their accounts. 

Extraft of Bengal general confultations, dated tho 
3d of Oftober, 1769. 

Prefent, 

The honourable Harry Verelft, Efq; prefident, hoi 

Read the following letter to the fociety of trade, 

To the honourable Harry Verelft, Efq; prefident! 
and governor, &c, council of Fort William, 

Honoured Sir and Sirs, 

We have now the honour to enclofe to you the 
following accounts, relating to the duties on fait 
and beetle-nut, from the fociety of trade. 

Accounts of fait received by the fociety of 
trade, A, 

General invoice of Beetle-nut purchased by the 
Chittagong faftory. Account of the fociety of 
tradk, A, 


Account 
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Account current of the honourable company 
with the fociety of trade. A# 

You will obferve, from the laft-mentioncd ac* 
counts, that the duty on fait is thirty-five per cent, 
valuing the quantity received at 90 arcot rupees 
per maund ; and that the duty on the beetle-nut i$ 
ten per cent, on the prime coft, which are the 
terms fixed by the honourable board for the firft 
year’s concern# The balance now due is current 
Rupees 137,121, which, we requeft, you will 
order to be received into the treafur3% This, gen^ 
tlemen, will finifli the total amount of duties on 
the firft year’s account ; and the fecond, the fo- 
ciety have paid rupees 400,000 ; and the rcafon 
a greater proportion of duties on the fecond year's 
account has npt been paid, is owing to the diffi- 
culty wc find in collefting the very large outftand- 
|ng balances due to the fociety# 

Wc are, with refpeft, 

Hon . Sir and Sirs, 

Fort-William, Your moft obedient Servants, 

j6A«g„n.„6,. J„„„ Car,.«. 


Ordered, That the accounts inclofcd in the 
fociety of trade’s letter, be entered after thb con-- 
fultation. 


pxtracT 
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lExtrafl: of a general Letter to Bengal, dated tHij 
loth of April, 1771. 

“ ' " We have lilcewlfc rtceivedthe copies of the 
accounts from the fociety of trade, refpeding tho 
j.falc of fak and beetle-nut ; and In looking into 
the account current of that fociety with the com* 

{ )any, dated the twenty-fixth of Auguft, onethou- 
and leven hundred and fixty-ninc, we obferve^ 
that the balance due for the duties on thofe arti- 
cles is there made to be current rupees 137,121, 
as you advifeusin your letter of the 25th of Sep- 
tember, 1769, per Ankerwyke ; but, upon a 
clofer examination of the fevefal fums in the debit 
qf that account, there appears to been an 
omiflion of current rupees winch fum, 

on your treafiiry accounts and general books, is 
entered aspAd in jf’cbruary, 1768, by Mr* Law- 
rell, fecretary to the fociety ; in which cafe, in* 
flead of the before-mentioned balance being due 
at the doling of that account, you had then re- 
ceived unto your treafury the amount of current 
rupees 1,140,000, bdng current rupees 82,879, 
more than the whole amount of the duties fe(; 
forth. 

On your treafury accounts for Scpjicrrfber, 1 769, 

- there is a further entry of current rupees 31,009; 
nhis; we apprehend, with the above furplns, may 
' have bccii in part of a new account, which matter 
-yommuft explain tO' us ; and dfo, why no receipts 
arc found on the general books, ending April, 
>769, for the duties on fait and beetle-nut/' . 

’ .. - Extraft 
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^traft of Bengal general Confultation^ tfec 
of March j 1772. 

Jleceived the following letter from the focicty of 
trade. 

.^o the Hon. John Cartier, Efq; Prefident and 
Governor, &c. of the Council. 

«« Gentlemen, 

We have received the extract from the ho- 
ijiourable the court of diredtors general letter, 
under date the loth of April, 1771, relative to 
the duties on fait and beetle-nut, from the fociety 
of trade to the honourable company. 

The balance due to the honourable company, 
the 26th of Auguft, 1769, amounting to current 
rupees 137,121, was from fociety A. and W4S 
difeharged in two payments as follows : 

1769, Sept. .13. - 31,000 

1770, March 29. - 106, i2t 

137^121 

The ftjppofed omiffion of current rupees, 
220,000, paid the 3d of February, 1768, was in 
part of the duties due from fociety B. but has not 
been diftinguilhed in the treafury books as re- 
ceived from the fociety of trade B. which has oc- 
cafioned the miftake. 


The 
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The following payments have fince been made 
Irotb ibciety B. viz. 

1769, Mav 31. Muxadavad 180,000 

1770, May 3* - T r •* 25,000 

1771, June i8 “ ' ’ ’ 


295,000. . 


Wc are, &c. 


Fort-William, 

3d March, 1772. 


Signed 


\ Tohn Cartier, 
\\Vm. Alderfey.*! 


Agreed, it be mentioned in Our next advices to 
Europe. 


Extradl: of Fort-William Confultation, April 13, 


The prefulent lays before the board a letter 
received from the fccretary to the committee of 
trade, as follows ; 


To the Honourable John Cartier, Efc][; &c, 


Honourable Sir, 

« I am ordered by the honourable the com’ 
mittee of trade, to requeft you will obtain per- 
miffion of the honourable board, for Gocul Go- 
faul’s attendance on the colleftor general to be 
di'penfed with for four months, that he may be 
at liberty to fettle and adjuft his accounts with 
many of the merchants who have purchafed from 
him large quantities of the committee's fait, which 
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tfiey haVc not yet paid for ; by wkick tbc bo* 
nourable company are prevented receivihg their 
duties to a confiderable amount, ancj the proprie-* 
tors are great fufFerers. 


lam, &c. 

13 April, 1772* (Signed) David .KeMican, 

Secretary to the comm, of trade.’* 

Agreed, the fccrctary be direfied to fend a po- 
fitive order to A 4 r. Holme, the colledor of the 
twentyifour perguntiahs, to the purport required ; 
and to permit Gocul Gofaurs naib to offleiate for 
him during his abfcncc. 

Extract of a Letter from the Governor and Conn- 
ell of Fort Saint George, to the Governor and 
Council of Fort-William, dated the ^oth of 
July, 1767. 

There will be at Mazulipatam, in the cn- 
fuing Odoher, about 600,000 maunds of fait be- 
longing to the company, which cannot be fold 
at that place, and is a ftaple commodity at your 
fettlemcnti it will be therefore rendering a very 
oflential fcrvice to our honourable mafters if you 
can difpofe of it at public outcry, or by contrads 
on condition that it be delivered by weight or 
meafute at the pans, and the company pay the, 
expence, and furnifli the means of tranfporting 
It on board luch veffels as the purchafers may fend, 
for. it I the amount-of the contrads or laics to be 

paid 
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•paid into your treafury, an advice from the chie^ 
and council at Mazulipatam of the quantity they 
have delivered, we requeft your honour, &c. will 
aetjuaint us as foon as pofliblc> how far thefe 
fchemes may be pradticablc* 

flxtradtof a Letter from the (Governor and Coun- 
cil of Bengal^ in anfwer to the above, dated 
the 26th ot Auguft^ 1767. 

We are forry, gentlemen, we cannot per- 
ceive with you the advantages which the com- 
pany would derive from your propofal, of offer- 
ing to public falc in Calcutta fo large a quantity 
of coalls fait, aS fix lacks of maunds. 

It cannot be expedted there will be bidders be- 
yond the power or conveyance; and double the 
tonnage ufually employed in the trade of the two 
prefidencies, would be infufficient to bring down 
the quantity mentioned : as long as fait will pro- 
duce a profit at this market, and lliipping can be 
found, you will have purchafers without thefe^ 
Wc cannot imagine that any perfon will offer to 
contrad, nor would it be juft cither to the com- 
pany, the focicty of trade here, or to the mer- 
chants, who have purchafed from the fociety, to 
make publication of fo large in import 
Some evident advantages^ indeed, ought to 
arife to the company before wc determine upon a 
meafurc which will immediately affeft the fale of 
the fociety*9 ftock, from whence the company 
receive duties to the amount of twelve lacks of 
rupees. 


By 
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publication made here, the private 
'hlcrchants, who have bought on the faith of the 
fatd focictVi and'the. board, would find thcmleives 
difappointed of the very moderate profit to which 
they arc limited by the articles of their agree- 
ment ; and a pofitivc penal deed, executed be- 
tween the company and the proprietors of the 
inland tradeV would be violated. in a manner in- 
jurious to both, without producing a. Angular 
equivalent advantage to either. 

For what is the capital in queftion upon fix 
lacks of maunds, about 60,000 rupees will arifa 
to the company, fuppofing the whole fhould be 
taken at contract ; whereas, if tonnage can be 
found, for one fourth of that quantity, aii equal 
benefit will accrue to your tranfporting it to this 
market on account of the company, and with this 
peculiar advantage, that it may be done without 
injury to individuals, and without breach of po- 
fitive engagements^ or publicjufticc; 

We lhall, however, acquaint the owners and 
commanders of all veffcls, bound from hence to 
the coaft, that they may be fnpplied with felt at 
MazAilipatam ; and recommend to them to give 
the company the preference of their purchales of 
this article. 

Extraft of the Governor and Council of Fort 

Sahit George’s Letter to the Court of Direc-. 

tors, dated the 5th November, 1767. ‘ 

'^Paf. 70. Your B^inkfairfarm w^is redet .for 
fouy years, the 27th July, at two hundred and 
fifty pagodas per annum, advance on the former 
rent; 

VoL. IV. U Par, 
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Tar. p* The chief niul council at Mazulipa^ 
tam, informed us in July, that a very confukrabk 
balance wouki remain due from the renter of the 
Maziilipatam and the Panracca fldt, at the ex- 
piration of this cowle (which will be in this 
month) owing in great mcafure to the interrup- 
tion which the Sombardy pcoiple have met with, 
who ufed to refort thither from the interior parts, 
and purchafe that article : they advifed us, in- 
deed, at the fame time, that the fait on hand 
would, even at a very low rate, be fufficient to 
difeharge this balance, if received by the com- 
pany in lieu thereof, and immediately wrote 
to the gentlemen at Bengal, to defire they would 
endeavour to difpofe of it by contraft, or public 
falc. They have, however, reprefented formally 
difficulties attending fuch a fcheme, that we have 
entirely dropped it ; and the only method that 
occurred to us, was to endeavour to prevail on 
the new renter to be accountable for the balance, 
provided the fait on hand was delivered to him ; 
and we have given diredions to the chief and 
council accordingly. 

Could the plan we recommended to the gentle- 
men at Bengal have been carried into execution, 
it muft have been attended with very agreeable 
conlequcnccs. — The fak farm at Mazulipatam is 
(as your honours know well) one of the mok conii- 
dcrablc under the management of the chief and 
council.* The produce of that article greatly ex- 
ceeds the con fumption ; and it confequently oc- 
curs, tnat itnlefs the renter is a man of large fub- 
ftance, a very confidcrabie balance mull remain 
due from him at the expiration of his cowle, 

though 
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though perhaps the fait on bandy if fold, would 
fully difc barge that balance; but were we to 
take k in lieu thereof, the company nvjfl be 
equally, if not greater fiiffcrs, by our nor being 
able to difpofc of it.— ‘Could it have been (bid at 
Bengal, as we recommended, the farm would 
have been freed from evrr;. incumbrance, and 
would confequently have kt at a greater advan- 
tage at the expiration of the cowlc, than we can 
now hope it will/* 

Extradl of Bengal general Confultations, dated 
the id September, 1765. 

Mr. Johnftonc fends in a letter containing a 
reprefentation regarding his fait concerns in the 
Burdwan province, and other parts, in confe- 
quence of the cftablifliment of the fociety of trade. 
The board efteems the fubjeft thereof of material 
confcquencc, as it may prove a precedent for more 
applications of the flime nature, and therefore re- 
fer it until another meeting to' be determined on, 
after having been further confidered ; but in the 
mean time, if Mr. Johnftonc thinks it will expe- 
diate the bufinefs, they will direeft the gentlemen 
at Burdwan to make an enquiry into the ftatc of 
his balances. 

Ordered, therefore, that Mr. Johnftonc be ad- 
vifed accordingly,’* 

To the Hon. the Prefident and Council, See, 

. Gcnlemcn, 

I have perufed an advertifement affixed at 
the fort gate, by order of the committee of trade, 

dated 
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dated the lathof Aiignft, 1765, in which it is 
mentioned, that the honunrable the court of di- 
redors having thought proper to fend our parti- 
cular orders for liniiting the inland trade, in the 
articles of fair, beetle-nut, and tobacco; the 
fame is now to be carried on in conformity to 
ihofe orders, by a public fociety of proprietors, 
to be formed for that pnrpofc ; and that as an 
cxclufive right to the trade of thofe articles will 
be reded in this fociety, by an authority derived 
from the company and from the nabob. 

All manner of perfons, dependent on the ho- 
nourable company’s government, are hereby 
dridly prohibited, from dealing in any refpeft, 
dircdly, or indireftly, in the articles of fab, bee- 
tle-nut, or tobacco, from the date hereof ; that is 
to fay, they fliali not enter into any new engage- 
ments, unlcfs as contractors, either for the pur- 
pofe or falc of the articles with the fociety of 
trade. 

As thofe orders threaten great lofs to me in the 
concerns I am engaged in the article of fait, I 
beg leave to rcprclent the ftate of my concerns, 
hoping it may merit your confideration, and pro- 
cure me proper redrefs. In the month of March, 
1764, MelHs. Johnltonc and Bolts having entered 
into a partncrfliip, made conliderablc contrafts 
for fait in fcveral pergunnahs, viz. in Subbing 
Shnja, Moota, Mondclgant, Caror, See. with 
thofe who had the right of making and dif- 
pofing of it, viz. molungccs, tatuckdars, or ze- 
mindars, of thofe places. On thefe contrafts, 
above the full amount was advanced, and furriher 
fums very confidcrablc. In Subbing and Shuja, 
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Moota, &c. fums were taken up from 
us, by the zemindars and taluckdars, to be 
counted a dadny for fait of 1166, there fonie peo- 
ple, with whom we now contracted in fevcral 
places, being indebted to the partncrfliip of John- 
itone, Hay, and Bolts, near 50,000 balances of 
what had been advanced them on contracts for 
the former year, we were under the necefiity of 
continuing to engage with them, in order to re- 
cover thefe balances, which perhaps would other- 
wife have been loft to us. 

As yet the fait of Subbing has not been weighed 
/off from the golas there, but from the computa- 
tion we have been able to make with the taliick- 
dars, who are now here prefent, their balance will 
amount to nigh 12,000 rupees including rupees 
5000, that was advanced them under a written 
agreement, to be transferred for dadny of the 
fait to be boiled in 1766. The ftilt from Shuja 
Morta being only in part received, we cannot 
afeertain this balance ; but by an eftimatc of the 
quantity of fait in heaps, we compute there will 
be due from the zemindars above rupees 6000, 
bcfides rupees 3000, advanced for dadny the cn- 
luing fealon. The whole of the fait from Mcndcl- 
gant not being yet received, we cannot till then 
be certain what balance will be due to us from the 
inolungccs ; but from the eftimate wc have been 
yet able to make, we expeft, that in that pur- 
gunnah and coror the;y will amount to betwixt 30 
and 40,000 current rupees. 

As Mr. Bolts’s and my partnerfhip was about 
to expire in March, and w^e not agreeing to re- 
new it^ but each to act on his feparate account 

for 
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for the enfulii P^Mfon, it behovc (5 me therefore to 
endeavour to make my contrads the earlier.— 
Advances were accordingly made in Shuja, 
Moota, and Subbing as above mentioned, and l() 
the molungcvs in Mendclgant, on contrads en- 
tered into with them, from February to May : 
above rupees 14,000 was advanced them at two 
difFerenc payments, as will appear from their re- 
ceipts and contrads; depending on the validity 
of ihcfc engagements, and cordklcring the great 
liims already due by the molungecs, for a conii- 
c-lcrablc while deterred advancing more, till being 
informed by my gomaftahs, that others were 
making advances to thofe very people who had 
rngigedwith me, by prior contrad for all their 
fair. 'Fhat we might not lofe the dadny we had 
ai'eady given, and the great balances outftanding 
oi latl year, we were obliged to make a further 
adivancc, fo that the whole may amount now to 
riinees ':c,cc;o. When we made thefe contrads 
and advances, there was then no intimation, pro- 
hibition, or reflridion to the contrary, itfued 
from the honourable board ; nor was any orders 
of the company’s general letter that I ever heard 
of, or thought to be infringed thereby, and I was 
tMpially {kv, as well as every other merchant, to 
cvmtract lor the cniuing leafon at what time I 
pleafetl, with whoever were ready to enter into 
engagements with me. That where there are 
competitors, it is the common pradice to con- 
trail ior goods many months before-hand, is too 
v/ell known to every one, I believe, who trades 
in this cotuMi^ , lor me to infift on it ; and thoHgh 
by the Icnle er the committee a monopoly has 

been 



been adopted, and ordered immediately to tntc 
place, I humbly conceive there is no luch inftrjc- 
tions nor inference can be drawn from any para- 
graph in the honourable company’s general letter,' 
direding or authoriling any thing like it, not im- 
powering you to transfer the advantage of pur- 
chafes' or contradors in trjide, made by me, while 
a member of the board, or by others concerned, 
to yourfelves, gentlemen, or to any others you 
may chufe hereafter to divide it with ; neither 
did the board, while they had the freedom of ac- 
ting,' ever declare that they underftood the com- 
pany’s letter to convey any fuch meaning as is 
now iffued, as if by their authority and diredion. 
The orders which aid now ifllied, on the fuppo- 
fition of our exclufive right that is to be hereafter 
derived to the fociety from the company and na- 
bob, we prefumc, injufticeand law, cannot af- 
fed tranfadions in trade not commenced in con- 
fradldion thereto, but entered into long before 
any fuch monopoly was thought of, or defigned 
by the board at that time, and only publiflied 
within thefe few days. We conceive, tliat in Eng- 
land, and all fiee countries at all periods, time 
has been allowed for the finiflaing concerns, be- 
fore abloline prohibition have taken place in any 
article of trade of the above nniure, that muft af- 
fed fo many who traded under the nlfurancc of 
protedion and fccurity to their property and ef- 
kds from that government, the benefit of whofe 
laws they enjoyed, and were intiih.:d to in com- 
mon with their felioW-fubjeds that ihue their or- 
ders ft; much U r their own benefit. It was ob- 
jeded by the general voice, as one of the grcatcll 
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grievances in the late regulation, propofed to have 
Taken place under Coffint Ally Cawn, that the nine 
per cent, duty was to be levied forthwith on all 
merchandize, and that all the contrafts that had 
been entered into with the molungees, See- at the 
tofals, were to be given up, without allowing ^ny 
time for finlfliing the concerns before entered into, 
or any precaution being taken for fecuring to the 
merchants the balance due to them. When by 
the order of the board laft year, all further con- 
tracts were forbid on thofe collaries or tofals, un- 
der the jurifdiftion of the nabob, provifion was 
made by the honourable board, that the zemin- 
dars fliould difeharge the outftancling balances 
when the tofals fhould be given over to them ; 
and the board alfo, when they took the falt-pans 
of the Calcutta pergunnahs into their own hand, 
took upon the company to difeharge their large 
debts, due for many years before to the mer- 
chants ; and further to regulate, that whoever 
worked the collaries, the balance that might fall 
due to him from the molungccs fliould be taken 
off by the fucceeding farmers of the collaries ; we 
hope that the fame juftice will be done to us, who 
havefo many dealings in the different diftrifts un- 
der ihc company’s prote 61 :ion, and with the ze- 
mindars under the nabob’s jurifdiftion, with 
whom every merchant has been at liberty to trade; 
and that fincc all means, and all hopes is now de- 
barred us of ever being able to reiniburfe thofe 
large fums due to us, by any future profits from 
the fait trade, that the honourable board will 
think of proper methods to prevent the lofs ,we 
muft inevitably fuffer, by orders every where if- 

fued, 
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fued, forbidding all purchafes on fales. To manj* 
of you, gentlemen, and others who have fliared in 
the monopoly, the lofs of any, by giving, up 
fiich balances as may be due to you, vvlUb-j com- 
penfated again by the profits you will now iliare ; 
but the whole mull: tall with all its weight on my- 
felf, and others concerned with me, who are ex- 
cluded any part. 

The contradts, that my brother and I had made 
with the molungees, on which two payments 
were made before the committee was formed, was 
for 133,000 Bhanga maunds. We underf^and, 
that offers have been made to the commititc of 
trade, to furnilh them the fait made in Mendlc- 
gaut, which we have already in part paid for, at 
73 rupees per cent, maunds ; it mult appear in 
vain for us to talk of, or afk a price, where wc 
have not the power of bettering ourfelves by fel- 
ling to others, but lye under the ncccffity of ac- 
cepting what you pleafe to give us. On a view 
of the profits, you arc likely to receive by the gene- 
ral monopoly of the three articles, we need not rc- 
prefent, that thofe who make inch olfers, are now 
in effc^ trading on our capital ; and having no 
balance to lofc, may, fupported by your power, 
afibrd to undertake to give the fait, that ought in 
juilice to belong to belong to us, to your cominii- 
tee at y3' rupees, they ‘will be under no ncccffity 
vt' incurring bad debts, by fupplying money to 
ilic molungees, as v/e have done very large fums, 
when dillrelfcd by their lofics, whether by cbea]>“ 
nefs of grain, overflowings, or caterpillars in their 
farms. 

VoL. IV. X We 



( >58 ) 

We have the j^reatcft hopes in appealing to 
your candour and juftice-, as judges, that, though 
parties in this caiiie, and abundantly powerful to 
enforce your orders, yet that proper regard will 
be had to our rights, and the fecuriiy of our pro- 
perty laid out in trade, under the proteftioii and 
fandion of public treaties, both with the laft and 
prefeiit fabah. 

Should \vc proniife Cy rupees 8 As. the fame 
price wc hear is olicred to the gentlemen at Chit- 
tjgong, and Decca ; though this might by foinc 
be thought unreafonable, as the price has altered 
much fince I was concerned there, if the lidt 
(lands them dearer to Rajahbarry, than it does us 
brought to Calcutta, and confidcring thofe geu'i 
tlemen will fliare the advantage folcly among them- 
felves, at the fame time they will lharc likewife in 
the profits on the whole ; yet the fixing the price 
refts wholly in your power, and we are under the 
ncccffity of fubinitting to accept of whatever you 
will think proper to lettlc it at, or run the rilk of 
lofing whatever we have advanced on the contrafts 
of this feafon, and what is due for the laft, Wc 
have only, therefore, to requeft, that you will let us 
know what we have to expedt, and that confider- 
ing the circumfianccs we have laid before you, 
will not give m others that pivlcrcncc that is due 
10 us, in viituc of our contracts at Mciidlcgaut, 
P'lbMng, Suja, Moota, <vc. and as all power is 
now centered in your liar>dc, that you wiii give us 
tlu’t af'lfiancc, which fubjccls trading under your 
prctccVion, v.r are c-ntithnl ro e;:p:c!, in recover- 
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iTig out juli debts outftanding due to us, whetket 
inthc diftrids of the nabob or company. 

I am, with due refped. 

Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient, 

Calcutta, Humble fervant, 

siSth of Auguft, 1765. 

JOHN Johnstone^ 

Extrad of Bengal general confultations, dated 
iGthof September, 1765. 

Mr. Johnftone fends in a letter, acquainting us - 
that he has fettled with Mr. Vcrelft, hnce his ad- 
drefs of the 26th ult. in regard to his own and 
partner’s concerns in the Burdwan diftrids, and 
lias only now to beg our aftiftance in recovering 
the debts and balances that they can make appear 
due to them from the zemindars or others, in the 
diftrids of the nabob, or other of the company’s 
lands, for the rv\o laft ^ ^Mrs. 

Ordered it be entered ; And 

That the feeretaiy do acquaint Mr. Johnftone 
in anfwor, that it refts with himfcU to take fuch 
methods as may appear to him proper for the re- 
covery of the debts and balances he mentions ; 
but that if he meets with any difiicultv therein, 
we will, on application, comply with his requeft,i 
by affording him the necclFary affiftance of our go- 
vcriuiient. 
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V 

To the hoii. Lord Clive, &c, council of Fort- 
William. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 

Having /ince my addrefs under date the 26th 
of Auguft, fettled with Mr, Vcreltt in regard to 
my own and partner's fait concerns in the Burd- 
wan diflrids, I have only to requeft now the af- 
filhnce of your government, in receiving the 
debts and balances that we can make appear juftly 
due to us from the zemindars, or others in the di- 
ftrids of the nabob or company's lands, Burdwan 
excepted, for the lad two years, with a reafonable 
advance on the contradts they had entered into 
with us for the fait of the year now coming, and 
on inch fums as by their receipts and proper 
vouchers, wc can llicw has been advanced in vir- 
tue thereof, if it be not allowed them to fulfil 
thofc engagements, nor us to advantage ourfelvcs 
by receiving and fettling the fait as heretofore. 

I am, with refped, 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 

Calcutta, Your mod obedient fervant, 
Sept, 15, 1765. 

John Johnstone."' 
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Fort-William, Ang. 28, 1765. 

At a committee of new lands, 

Prefent. 

William B. Sumner, Ralph Lciccftcr, George 
Gray, Elqrs. 

The laft proceedings read and approved. 

Read a letter received from the fecretary of the 
committee of trade, containing a report of the ar- 
rangement they have made of the fait collaries in 
the Calcutta lands, and the names of the perfons 
to whom they ‘are let, further requelling, that w.* 
will furnilh rhofe people with a particular lilt n{ 
the collaries of each lot, and inclofing alio a 
pf the conditions on which they have formed the 
prefent contrafts. 

Ordered, that the latter be entered after this 
dav’s proceedings, and that the different' collec- 
tors do, upon application made, furnifh the cou- 
traiilors with the lifts required. 

To William Brightwell Sumner, Efq. See. 

tlemcn of the committee of lands. 

Gentlemen, 

I am direfted by the committee of trade to 
acquaint you that the following is the diipuiirion 
they have made of the fait collaries in the Calcutta 
lands. 

Lot I. The wood the collaries of Hallyaglmr 
afld Moyda, with the country collaries of iially- 
aghur, affigned to Mr, Robert Saunderfon. 

Lor 
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Lot 2* The wood colhirles of Monigache^ 
Puckiicoole, Slmvpore, Duckumwagur, and 
Ghurv, with the country collarics of the faine^ af 
iigned to Mr. John Graham. 

Lot 3. The wood colkries of Azimabad, and 
Buniidgelutty, with the country coIJarics of Me- 
cllnniul, Burnidgehattyy Aziniabaci, and Calcutta, 
affigned to Mefirs. Mac Taggart and Aitchifon. 

They have further diredted me to requeft that 
3ani will order the diredtors of the pergunnahs to 
furnifh the gentlemen with a particular lift of the 
collarics contained in thefc diftridls, to enable 
them to enter on the making of fait. 

Accompanying, I tranfmit you a copy of the 
conditions on which the committee of trade have 
formed the prefent contradfs, and by which you 
will obferve that the contradtors rclinquiflied all 
claim or demand for future balances from the mo- 
lungccs. This being the cafe, the committee 
could not in equity fubjcdl the contradtors to take 
oft' the balances due to the late farmers ; and they 
thcrctore recommend it to the confideration of the 
committee of land to fettle fomc mode for adjuft- 
ing thofc balances. 

I am, with refpedt. 

Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient 

Humble Servant, 

(Signed) J. Graham,- 
Sec, Com. of Trade, 
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Conditions for regulating the contrnfts for fiJt in 
the Cakinttii hinds. 

That the whole col hrieSy as well the wood col- 
lar ics as country collarics, ihnll he anrnngcil in 
three lots as follows, and that no per/on fluiJl be 
pcrniittcci to contrad: for more than one lot. 

Lot. I. The wood collarics of Llattingur and 
Moyada, with the country collarics of Hattiagur. 

Lot 2. The wood collarics of Muragatchec, 
PeechacoolejShawporc, Duckunfagur, aiiJGhiirr, 
with the country collarics of the fame. 

Lot 3. The w^^'od collarics of Azimabad and 
Burridgehatty, with the country collarics of Mc- 
dinmul, Burridgehatty, Azimabad, and Calcnlta. 

That, upon application made, the coiumirice 
will advance the money required for thefe con- 
trads as follows ; 

Six annus (in the rupee) within the month of 
September ; fix annus (in the rupee) within the 
month of November; and the remaining four an- 
nus (in the rupee) on the 3111; of January, for 
which bonds lhall be granted payable in fix months. 
But fiiould any jiart of thefe advances remain due 
from the conlradors, when the rime of delivery 
.of the fait is eiapfed, the contraftors fnall allow 
to the fociety an intcreft on the fame after the rate 
of ten per cent, per annum, to be calculated ac- 
cording to the perifxis of the advances. 

That all the fait produced in the firfi: lot lhall 
be delivered by the coiUradors at Nullooah, Gon- 
gadonga, within the coiirfe of the fcafon, that is 
to fay, ^y the lit of September, 1766, unto an 

agent 
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of ours, v/no will M apjjKintcd ro re'ccivo* 
t.?e lame into the fo#ety’ 9 “'^Uh^*- Snd execute * 
acquittances for each rccel^pffV'**"^’^ **** 

Thar all the fait ptodu'i^iijli'i^-he-'itcohd 16^, ' 
fvdl be delivered at NLillooaii,^X5oiigadinga, and 
Gui^utta, in like manncr'a#t4e firth* 

AikI that all the (alt pr^xluced in -the tWrd lot, 
fliriil be delivered at Nullooah, Gongi^dnga, l^a- 
rccoorc, and Coolbcra, in the like luantTfcras the 
firth ' • ^ . 

That the whole cxpencc of making," duties, 
charges, &:c. until the delivery into the fociety’s 
golahs, thall be on account of the contradors, 

'1 hat the fait delivered lhall be pure fait, as col- 
Icded from the pans. And that the weight cftii* 
blill^cd for the whole ftiall be after ‘the rate of 8 a 
ficca weight, per feer, with the nfual cads of the 
fcale, excepting the fait prodUceddn the country 
collnries of Medinmul, which lhall be delivered 
after the race of 85 ficca weight, per feer, w ith the 
fame allowances of the fcalc. 

That the contraftors lhall not be ])or.nd by nny 
penalty for the delivery of any certain quantity, 
but that they fnall be obliged thcrnfclves to deliver 
to us as aboYC-nientioned, all the fait that iliall be 
made in the foregoing lots, and that they lhall 
Tell none: to any other perfon whatever, 

I'hat every polliblc afijfianoc lhall be given to 
the contraftors in carry irig on their bufinefs, ns 
weW as Ycdrefs \u cafe c?{ gnevances, or dWputcs 
which may arifc. But the contractors fhail on 
their part oblige themfclves to make their appli- 
cations in fuch cafes to this committee alone, and 
abide by their determination. The method point- 
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ti out for obtaining redrpfs on fuch occafions, li 
to lodge inforjuaiion with the fecretary of the cona- 
miCCee, who will immediately make it his bulinefs 
to apply on the contjplainanr's oehalf to the com* 
pany's colleftor, or to the committee, according as 
the nature of the caufc may require. 

That in confideratlon of the allowance which 
will be made in the price for the rifk of balances 
and bad debts, the laid balances and bad debts 
Ikall be on account of the contradlors, who 
lhall oblige thenilelves to rciinquilb all future 
claim or demand on the molungees for the 
fame. But, the fald contra<ftors lhall neverthclefs 
engage to deliver in to the committee, af the ex- 
piration of their conrradts, an authentic lift of all 
luch balances and bad debts that the committee 
may have the benefit of the fame for preferving a 
proper authority over the molungees, who arc to 
continue to carry on this work on account of the 
fociety. 

That Ihould any new duty or tax be impofed oti 
the collaries from the authority of the prefident and 
council during the courfe of the feafon, tho com- 
mittee oblige themfelves to advance in their price 
to the contraftors, fo much as the laid duty or tax 
may amount <o. And, in like manner, Ibould any 
part of the prefent duties or taxes be i.lken olf, or 
abolilhed, the contraftors (hall oblige themfelves 
to admit a dedu^ion of fo much as the (anic may 
amount to in their contndl prices. 

That for the true and juft performance of all and 
each of thefe conditions fthecontrad price being 
fettled) the conrradtors of each lor, lhall bind him- 
felf in the penal fum of one lack of Arcot rupees, 
VoL. IV, y A true 
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A true extrafl: from the proceeuings of the 
liftofAuguft, 1765- 

(bigned) J. Graham. 

Sec. Com. Trade. 

At a commitce of lands. 

Fort- William, Sept. 3d, 1762. 

Prefent. 

Peter Amyatt, Efq. prefident, William Hay, Efq., 
and Mr. James Sawncll. 

The fiib-fecretary finds, in an extraft from the 
proceedings of the council, dated the 30th of Au- 
guft, 1762, as entered after thefe proceedings, in 
which it is determined, that the fait pans ftall be 
continued to be worked in the fame manner they 
have hitherto been done, with a tax of thirty ficca 
rupees on each khallary, all other duties whatever 
being abolilhed ; and recommending to us to fet* 
tie the former accounts between the molungecs 
and the merchants : in confcquence of which. 

Ordered, That the fecretary do publilh an ad- 
vertifement in the country languages, to the fol- 
lowing purpofes, viz. 

That no peribn will be permitted to make fait 
In the company’s lands without permiflion from 
the collediors ; for which permiflion they will pay 
to the company the fum of thirty ficca rupees for 
each khallary, with a head molungee, and feven 
under him ; and more or lefs in proportion to the 
number of people employed. 

That 
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That any perfon or perfons whatever, who may 
make falc without the fald pcrmifEon, in writing 
under the ieals of the gentlemen collectors, lliall 
forfeit the faid fait fo made, which lhall be con- 
fifeared to the company. 

The faid tax of thirty rupees per khallary muft 
be paid within the year, in twelve equal pay- 
ments. 

The motungees, for their labour, fhall be al- 
lowed at the rate of forty ficca rupees per one hun- 
dred maunds, of forty fears cjch maund, and 
each fear of eighty-two ficca weight, with whate- 
ver other allowances have been always cuftomary. 

And the committee have taken in confideration 
which will be the moft effectual method to fettle 
the accounts between the merchants and the mo- 
luiigees, arc of opinion, 

That the collectors do publifli orders in their re- 
fpeCtive pergunnahs, that every merchant and 
molungee do bring their accounts into the cut- 
cherries, fo as they may be fettled by the 30th of 
October next •, and in default of either of the par- 
ties not producing their accouiats, the others lb 
produced fhall be held valid. 

The difpofal of the khalkallarics being taken 
into confideration, Domingo De Rozario, the 
iatcpurchafer, was fent for, and being queftioned 
if his accounts with the moliingccs were fettled, 
he informs the committee, that it will be impof- 
iihlc to have them fettled for fomc time, as the 
fait is not yet all weighed oft' from the khallarics. 
The committee arc therefore of opinion, that the 
putling up ot the company’s pans at outcry, be- 
fore 



t J 


fere Ms balances arc fetrjc?!, wilt of/gseat pro,, 

juclicotothefales; * 

Ordered, That the lales be deferred fill Mr. 
DomiiWs accounts are afeer^ined. 

But being abfolutely neceffary, in order that 
the biifinefs of lalt making be not put a flop to, 
that at this feafon of the year, money be advanced 
tothc wolungecs; . , ^ 

ThBt the colhdors^ in^ mote per^ 
gvivish^^ th^r£ compuiiy s psns^ do 

■make the ncceSary advimces to the molungces^ 
which advances are to be repaid by the put- 
chafers, when the khafkallaries arc fold at out- 
cry. 


Extraft of a Letter from the Selcd Committee at 
Bengal, to Richard Becher, Efq; Rcfident at 
the Durbar, dated 15th September, 1770. 

Wc doubt not but the duty arifing on fait 
bas employed much of your attention ; yet we 
cannot help remarking, that the company will be 
greatly difappointed from that branch of their re- 
venue falling fo greatly fliort of the calculation 
made by the Court of direftors of its annual pro- 
duce ; and we mull: hero obferve, that we refped 
the phoufdar of Hiighley either to have been ex- 
tremely negligent in his duty, or dilhoneft in the 
management of the biifinefs commi’tcd to his 
charge. However, as the fait dillrifts are now 
under the management of a fupervifor, we lhall 
expeft this important branch of the company's 

revenue 
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tevjsnuc will r^v^ve^ and alccrtaincd with moi^ 
^:(:aftnefs than it h^s,fc[ith(;rto been,” 

|lxtraft of i;he Scledt Committee’s Letter from 
, 8^i)gab .dated 31(1 Oftober, 1770, and rc- 
: ^ cqived per Prince of Wales, the 12th May, 

; 

Par. J 6s When we reffc 6 i on vour orders 

on, and expedtatlons from^ the duties arifing on 
fait) we cannot but be greatly concerned at the 
difappoiiUment you muft neccHarily meet with 
from the lafl: year’s produce of that branch of 
your revenue. Its falling fo very fhort of your 
eftimate, makes us flrongly fufpeft, that the 
phoufdar of Hughley has either been extremely 
negligent in his duty, or diflioncft in the n^anage- 
ment of the bulinefs committed to his charge. 
This diftridt is now under the management of a 
fu]^crvifor, from whofe invclligation the conduft 
of the phoufdar will be fully diicovered ; and if it 
appears, that he has committed any fraudulent ac- 
tions, we fliall call him to a very fevere account. 
Under the fuporvifor we expedt this important 
branch of your revenue will be revived and afccr- 
tained with greater precifion than it has hitherto 
been.” 


Extract 
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Extrad from the Mr., ihuhbacl Confultations^ 

6th May, 1771. 

E.ead the following letter from the fupervifor of 
Hnghicy. 

To Samuel Mkidletoa, YSq; Chief, &c, and 
Gentlemen of the Council of Revenue. 

Gentlemen, 

Agreeable to your orders, I now tranfmit 
you the fcvcral accounis required, relative to the 
produce and duties colleded on fait, beetle-nut, 
and lolxicco, from the time preferibed by you. 

No. 1. Contains an account of the produce of 
fair, in the Bengal year 1174, or in 1767 and 8 : 
and 

No. 2. The account of all fait duties collcdcd in 
Bengal, in the year 1175, or 1768-9. The im- 
poriations not arriving till the year after the fait is 
boiled, will account for there being no duties in the 
firiTycar after the diffohition of the fociety oftradc. 
And this general obfervation may be eftcemed a 
rule, f Idem erroneous, that rhe duties of the fuc- 
cceding have been levied as above ftated, compa- 
red together, will ilicw the deficiency of the latter, 
'fo account for that deficiency in part, I have to 
rem:trk, that the filt in its paflage from below is 
iiibjed to a diminution from two caiifcs : the 
linking of boats, and the lofs on weight by the 
flit becoming drier. — Another caufc that will 
contribute to reduce the apparent deficiency, *is. 
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tli£it in Idgclcc there Is every year produced n ccr-^ 
tain quainky of fair, which they call cbyngattcy ; 
that fiik is brown, and much infciior to Madraih 
fait. An account of its produce for thefe three 
years pail:, is contained under 

No. 3, Of the quantity boiled the firft and fccond 
years has been delivered, and I underftand has 
paffed the bundar (or culfom-honfe) under the 
denomination of Madrafs fait, and paid the efta- 
blifhed duties of ten per cent. T he produce of 
iaft year is ftill unexported, and the reafons af- 
ligncd for it, rs, that the duty of 30 rupees pee 
maunds is determined upon it, which I have qr- 
dered to be done, as there is no authority for fol- 
lowing the example quoted above. But as this 
kind of fait is fo little efteemed, and price fo low, 
as not to afford the heavy duty of 30 per cent, I 
did intend, and now take this opportunity of 
requefting your orders upon the fubjedh Chandca, 
which is an article in the receipts of filt duties, is 
a chokey that colledts upon fmall pa^xels of fait 
that proceed from fomc parts of Kiftnagur, Juf- 
fur, and of Haughley. The above general ob- 
fervations will extend to the fucceeding years, and 
fuch as appertain folely to any particular year, 
will be fpoken of when the accounts of that year 
are remarked upon. / 

No. 4, Is an account of the produce of filt iij 

1175 or 1768-9. and 

No. 5, Is an account of the duties collefted in 

1 176 or 1769-70. In the latter, Joniarar^i Go- 
faul is indulged with a remiffion from the cfta- 
blifhed duty, w^hich reduces it to 9, 8 rupees yer 
106 maunds. This remiflion was ordered by die 

nabob, 
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fiafeolj, upon the quantity of one lack, fifty.tbatt^ 
fahd inaunds, being the property of :jDniaram 
Gofaul. The refund credited the FduzedariathU 
iiccoiint, was for embezzlements committed iu 
his articles. It was cftablilhed by Mr. Graham 
againft him, when he adjufted the accounts of his 
adminiftration : and the advance of 8748 : il : 9 
properly belongs to the duties of the fucceeding 
year. 

No. 6. Shews the produce of fait In 1176, or 
1769-70. And 

No. 7. The account of diities colleded in the 
Bengal year 1177, or 1770-71, Joniaram Gofaul 
exported this year 18015 maunds, at the fame 
rate he did the quantity fpecified laid year, and 
agreeable to the nabob’s order, he has now liberty 
to pafs 65007 maunds more under the like indul- 
gence. In this account, Myfadel is charged with 
duties upon 200,000 maunds only. The de^ 
liveries to the merchants having been near 
250,000, a balance of duties will be due from 
them upon an adjuftment of accounts, when they 
come to export their fait, 

I have to remark in general, in regard to the 
accounts of the produce for the three years, that if 
the grofs weight fpecified therein be compared 
with the quantity inferted under that head* in the 
general ftatement of accounts, tranfmitted under 
the date of the 19th of February, there will ap- 
pear inconfiderable difference, which is owing to 
thefe circumftanccs : that, in the latter -account, 
fuch fait was borrowed by the zemindar to an- 
fwer any fudden rcquifition for the delivery of that 
article, or recovered from his fervants, who liad 
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embezzled it'the preceding year, was brought to 
the credit of the year’s produce. The prefent 
accounts are formed from the original accounts of 
of the boiling, by which only the duties that 
Ihould have been collcdted, can be calculated with 
precifion. 

No. 8. Is an eftimate of the produce of fait in 
Idgclec^ Mafadel, and Tumlock, for the prefent 
year. It falls fomewhat lliort of what was 
formerly computed, and the reafon of it, is, there 
have been frequently rains in the pergunnahs of 
late, which have much interrupted the boiling. 

No. 9. Is an account of the contradhs conclu-i 
ded by government this year. 

No. 10. Is an account of the duties collcfted 
upon beetle-nut fince the diflblution of the focicty 
or trade, upon which I have to remark, that this 
diftridt does not produce that article, and that the 
duties here are partly local, or collcdted upon the 
importation for confumption, and partly from a* 
cuftomary bocal upon the Decca rowannas.. 
Xhe rate of duty varying, as appears from the ac- 
counts, is owing to a former pradtice of encoura- 
ging importation, by indulging particular mer- 
chants with a diminution of the cuftomary duties,, 
and the greater or Icfs quantity imported by them, 
will of confcquence alter the medium rate of duty 
for the whole year. 

No. II. Is an account of the duties colledlcd 
on tobacco ; and as this article likewife does not 
. VoL. IV. Z erow 
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grow in this diftrid, the duties are coHeded updfl 
it in the fame manner they arc upon bcetfc-hut. 

I am, with refped, 

Gentlemen, 

Hughlcy, Your moft obedienj, 

April 30, ,77.. Humbl.fcm«, 

William Lu^hingtou* 

Ordered, that the Perfian copies of the ftatc- 
nicnts, fent with the Hughlcy letter, of the 30th 
of April, be delivered to the naib Duan* 

Extradl of the general letter to Bengal, dated 25th 
of March, 1772. 

We arc highly clifpleafed at your difobcdi- 
cnce to our orders of the 23th of March, 17 Jo, rc- 
fpeding the re-imburfement of all fuch fums, 
which had been paid by our fervants out of the 
commiffion of 2 ^ per cent, to fuch perfons to 
whom we had not thought fit to affign any lharc 
thereof ; and we cannot forbear teftifying our fur- 
prife, that the repugnance which you evidently 
Ihcw to the execution of thofc commands IhoUld 
be founded on the plea you have offered in your 
juftification. 

Were it poffible we could be perfuaded, that 
our council had, as you allcdgc, been induced to 
this ftep, from a full pcrfuafion that the fuppUcs 
arifing from fuch commiflion was intended as a rc- 

compence 
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compcoce to thofe, fcrvants in Bengal, wliofe 
particular profefEon and fituation made rbcm pro* 

E er objeds of our confidcration. We could not but 
c imprelil'd with an idea, either pf year want of 
judgment or attention, for upon the lead adver* 
tence to the 117th paragraph of our orders of the 
25th of November, 1767, and on the iS-id para- 
graph of ou'r letter of the i6th of March, 1768, 
which ought to have been the rule of their con- 
duit, they could not have been under any difB- 
culty concerning the pnrpofcs to which we meant 
to apply the furplus, as might arife from the un- 
appropriated fliarcs of the hiid commillion ; or 
even qad that been poffihle, certainly wc had rea- 
fon to believe, that they would have been fuffici- 
ently reftraincd by our exprefs injundtion of the 
20th of November, 1767, which pofitively di- 
refts, that the furplus Ihould be carried to the 
company’s credit, under the head of unappropri- 
ated commillion, until you fliall receive further 
orders concerning .the difpofitioii of it. 

And therefore, in referring this matter to 
your further confidcration, you have only difeo- 
vered an unjuftihablo partiality to fucli of our fcr- 
vants, who had ailed in violation of our orders, 
and by not requiring immediate repayment of 
fuch fums, as had been duly paid out of the faid 
furplus, you hayc manifefted as little regard to 
our intcrefl as to our commands, and fo far are 
we from being difpofed to recede from our or- 
ders of the 23d of March, 1770, t^iat wc hereby 
renew and confirm the fame. 

You arc therefore forthwith to demand, and 
receive of the fcveral members of our council, 

who 
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who confented to the payment, sof (hale or 

fliares of the faid commiffion, not warranted by 
us, or- in cafe of their abfence from your prefix 
dency, of their refpedivc attornies, or agents, the 
amount of the feveral films which have been fa 
unduly paid out of the faid commiffion ; and, if 
. fucb members of your council, their attornies, or 
agents, fliallrefufe or neglcd to pay the fame im- 
mediately into our treafury at Fort- William, we 
dired', that you will forthwith proceed to an at- 
tachment of their effeds in like manner as we di- 
reded fhould be done in the 42d paragraph of our 
letter of the 28th Augull, 1771, refpeding the 
re-imburfement which we required of thofc mem- 
bers of our council, who had involved us in the 
payment of damages, for non-payment of a bill 
of exchange, drawn for the firft moiety of the 
navy donation.” 

Extraft of a general Letter to Bengal, dated the 
25th of March, 1772* 

Par. 120. We cannot fupprefs our indig- 
nation at finding, that our orders of the iith of 
-November, 1768, for tranfmitting to us copies 
, of the accounts of the fociety of trade, (together 
with fuch further information as might enable us 
to judge how far that fociety had been regular in 
dilcharging the balances due on fait, bectlc-mit, 
and tobacco) which produced no other effe6V, 
than to draw from you that imperfed: abftrad of 
the fociety's accounts for the firft year, which we 
find on confultation, the 3d of Oftpber, 1769. 
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Pari 1 21. And as We Rave reafon ro' appre- 
hend, that you have evaded onreoinniands, from 
an unwillingnefs to elucidate' the tranladions bf 
this fociety, we mu ft here declare, that if you 
' neglcft to forward to us, by the fliips of the enfu- 
ing feafon, complcat copies of all books and ac- 
counts of the fociety, from its inftitution to the 
doling of that monopoly, we fhall not only mani- 
feft ’that dlfplcafiire which wilful difobcdicnce 
fhall defci'VC, but require you to indemnify the 
company for any lofs they may fuftain by not re- 
ceiving neceflary information on this fubjeft. 

Par. 122. Befides the books and accounts of 
the fiid fociety of trade, it is our exprefs will aiid 
plcafurc, that you afeertain us by letter and ftate- 
ment, in the belt manner you are able, the 
amount of all fait bought up by any of the mem- 
bers of the faid fociety of trade, whether jointly 
or feparately, between the i2th day of Auguft, 
1765, and the t ft day of March,' 1766, as well 
as for every fucce^ding year, fpecifying the names 
of buyers and fellers, and the quantity of fait fo 
bought and- fold as ^forefaid, in all cafes where 
fucll accounts can pofSbty be obtained. 

Par. -123. In order to this, you will call before 
you the banyans and other public fcrvants of thofe 
perfons, who compofed the firft committee of 
trade, and all other perfons whom you may deem 
able to elucidate the tranfaftions hereby referred 
toyour inveftigatibn. ' ^ ' 

Par. 124. You are’ to take care, that the exa- 
mination of all fuch perfons- be made in the nioft 
accAiratc manner," and ' fo authenticated as to be 
6 f iifc in a court of judicature in Phigland, in 

cafe 
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cafe we fhould have occafion to make fuch ufc 
thereof. And in all the fociety’s account of fales 
at Calcutta, or elfcwherc in the different; diflrifts 
of the country, you muft be -efpecially careful 
that the falc price, at every place and period, be 
fully and didinflly afeertained. 

You are on no account to with-hold from us 
fuch lights on the fubjeft, as may enable us fully 
to invelligate the tranfaflions of this fociety, and 
tfic particular members thereof, frona Auguft, 
1765, to the prefent time. 

As the fociety was, in September, 1766, ren- 
dered anfwerable to the board for their condud, 
and both fociety and council were to be contronicd 
by the fclcd committee, we muft conlidcr you 
fully empowered to anfwer our prefent commands 
on this fubjed ; and we again dired, that you 
fpare no pains in your enquiries, nor fuffer any 
connedions or confidcrations whatever, to pre- 
vent you from anfwering fully our juft expedn- 
tlons, according to the letter and fpirit of thcle 
our pofitive orders, as you value our fervice, the 
honour and intcreft of the company, and your own 
( haraders as its reprefentatives in Bengal ; and 
alfo as you would avoid ihc confcqucnccs to which 
you will be rendered liable by a different con- 
dud. 

In the execution of our faid orders, particular 
care muft be had to the names of the perfons who 
have, from time to time, been propiierors of the 
faid locicty of trade; the names of the perfons 
who have, from time to time, compofed their 
committee or committees, the prccife time when 
alterations by death, rcfignation, or orherwife, 

having 
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having happened, either in the faid fociety or 
committee bf trade, from its inftitution to its abo- 
lition ; or, if it has not been totally abolilhed, then 
fuch accounts muft be compleated to the latcil 
period for which they can be taken/* 

At a Seledb Committee, the 28th April, 1770. 

Prefent, 

The Hon. John Cartier, Efq; Prclident, Claud 
Ruffell, and Charles Hoyer, Efqrs. 

Extraft of a Letter from Mr. Becher, to the Se- 
lect Committee. 

Thcfc accounts, which are compofed of 
materials furnlfhed by the minifters at my requi- 
iition, exhibit, on one fide, the amount of fums 
colleftcd fince the Eno:lifii have acceded to the- 
dewannee by cefles under the name of Mut-hute ; 
and on the other, the particulars of fundry cx- 
penccs of the ficca, neither of which have ap- 
peared on the public records, the former having 
never been included in the general ftatement of 
the revenues tranfmitted annually to your board, 
nor the latter inferred in our treafury accounts, 
but both left under the management of the mini- 
fiers ; for reafons why rhefe cefiTes were eftablillicd, 
and have been thus conduced, I can only refer 
you to an extraft of a letter from Mr. Sykes to 
me, on his refigning the office I now hold. Ma- 
homed Reza Cawn ennrely confirms Mr. Sykeses ' 
reprefentation, and afiurts me, that it was with 
the approbation of Lord Clive, and the gentle- 
men 



’I mu wjio then that this 

‘ iDocle ofcolleaiqn was^.firft..aftopted.. jt has al^ 
' ways been my int^ntiqii to acjCQunts W 

fore the committee.; I coitj^unicateci this in- 
tention to Mr. Vcr^fl.whcn^" Jicre at the laft poo- 
nah, at the fame tjme^ ‘^^c^uaintln^ him with 
every circumftance, I tljien knew relative to them, 
and he approved of it. Permit me here to requeft 
your cxcufe for not .having trailfmitted them 
fooncr; the multiplicity of bpfipefs on my hands; 
this unfavourable feafon^ and the endeavouring to 
cftablilh on a proper footing your benevolent plan 
of fending fupervifors into the different diftrifts, 
having engroffe’S fo much of my time and atten- 
tion, as to have caufed this delay. 

It is my duty, gentlemen, to give you the beft 
infight I poflibly can in the nature of thefe cefles, 
and the diftribution of the money that has arofe 
from them. Having done this, I fliall offer my 
Sentiments in relation to thofe expences which 
appear to me ncceffary to be continued, and thofe 
that may be retrenched. When you have the 
whole thus before you, I fliall expeft you will 
favour me with your explicit orders on the fub- 
jed:, to which you may be affured of my drift 
obedience 

Firft, As to the chelats, the amount of the 
cefs on account of this cxpcncc has been greatly 
cncreafcd fince our obtaining the dewannee, ow- 
\ng in a great mcafure to two caufes ; one, the 
confiderable charge of chclats for EngUfh gentle- 
men ; the other, that formerly the amount of 
this cefs w-as applied to little clle than the dreffes 
of the zemindars and colleftors at the time of the 
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pooneah, all Occaflonal charges, which were 
niuch* more confidcrable, having been defrayed 
by thetreafury, or the nabob's confummary ; but 
fince he was brought to a fixed ftipend, he de- 
clined bearing any part of the cxpences^ which 
has occafioned the whole to fall on the afleffment: 
however, you,’ gentlemen, will, I believe, join 
in opinion with me, that the nabob IhoUld cither 
dcfray.the expence of chelats for his own people 
from this ftipend, or that it (hould not be conti- 
Bued but to a very few of the principal men 
about his perfon. And I further prefumc it will 
be judged expedient, that moft of the Englilh 
gentlemen fhoruld wave their pfetenfions, and 
that you will direft, that in future none fhould 
receive chelats but thofc who arc entitled to them 
by their public employments. The cuftom of 
giving drefles to thofe employed in the collec- 
tions cannot, in my opinion, be aboliftied entirely 
with propriety, but the expence may certainly 
be greatly reduced. 

Secondly, The pullnebundy, or charges of 
repairing bridges, banking the fides of the ri- 
vet, &c. Whoever has gone up and down 
through Murfhadabad by water, muftbefcnfiMe 
of the great expcnce of fupporting the banks of 
the river, which to people in general would ap- 
pear a moft nnreafonable charge. Tliefe banks 
extend from Sydabad to Bhcmeneah in one con- 
tifiuation of near five cefs, bcfidcs many other 
places where they only required in partkular 
fpots. In fome parts they run twenty covids 
high, fupported v\ith'a double frame of Bam^ 
boo* mats, and here and there timbers. Fori 
VoL. IV. A a mtrlf 



I 182 1 

m«rly the cxpence of fupporting thcfc banks, rc^ 
pairing bridges, &c* was defrayed by, and the 
condiufting it entirely inveftcd In, particular ze- 
mindars, whofc lands were contiguous to them, 
and the zemindars were proportionably cafed in 
their rents; but even, then, On extraordinary 
events, great affiftance was given by the govern- 
ment. On this footing nearly things remained 
during the firft tw'o years of our holding the dc- 
wannee, and the extra expence was charged in the 
treafury accounts; but in 1173 (anno Dom. 

1766, 1767) by the infufficiency of this mode, 
and the neglcd and inability of the zemindars, 
the banks were found to have gOne greatly to 
decay ; and by the giving way of fome of them 
the country was overflowed, and the city of Mur- 
Ihadabad in the greateft danger in &ptember, 

1767. For thefe rcafons an alleflmcnt which had 
before refted with particular zemindars, who bc- 
caufc of the racked ftate of their rents were no 
longer able to fupport it, was extended to other 
diftrids. The nabob, Mahomed Reza Cawn, 
acquaints me, that the produce of his aiTeffment 
has been applied, with little deviation, to the re- 
pairing thefe banks, &c, which appear, and are 
generally reported to be in good order, and may, 
I apprehend, at a moderate expcnce, be kept fo, 
till they fuffer again by a very extraordinary rife 
of the river. 

Thirdly, The refum nezarut, which is the 
duftorc, or fee, of the nazir and the roum of ten 
armoes, that of the mutfiiddics of the cutcherry, 
by old and eftablUhed cuftom, the poft of nazir 
was formerly of great repute, he being properly, 

as 
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tics Ills name imports, ovcrfeer, anti having ha 3 
under him all the peons, chubdars, &c. who, on 
pretence of collecting, plundered the country. 
This office having been found burthenlbme, rather 
than advantageous, was aboliflied, b^t the ceft 
has been -continued ; and by the accompanying 
papers, you will find to what purpofe it has been 
applied. Of the refum of bn annoes, four w^cre 
long ago .(truck off, and are monthly brought to 
credit in the treafury account ; the remaining fix 
ought, according to ancient ciiftom, to be divided 
among the mutlnddies and mohores of the cut- 
cherry ; but how much of It they received, you, 
gentlemen, will fee by infpedling the account of 
the diiburfements. 

One circumftance in thefe accounts which re- 
lates tomylcif, I muftbeg leave to explain. On 
my' arrival here, I found that my predecclTors had 
received front thefe cefles ati allowance of 2000 
rupees per month. On applying to Mahomed 
Rcsta Cawn for an explanation on this charge, ht 
acquainted me, that according to the cuftom of 
this country, Mr. Sykes's table was fupplied 
from the diftrifts near the city with feveral arti- 
cles of provifion, but that inconveniences having 
iittended this method, Mahomed Reza Cawn ■ to- 
pofed to Mr. Sykes to abolifh this cuftom, and tq 
bqeive 2000 ficCa rupees per month from thp col- 
Icftions, accounts, pulhtebundyy and refum. To 
this propofal Mr, Sykes acquiefeed, and. the al- 
lowance has been continued to the refident, and 
received by me fince I held that ftation. 

'V’crelft I acqiiainted witn' this circumftance, 
find he did not difapprove of the allowance being 

continued. 
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cmtmiifd, as he was fenfible of the great «. 
pehci.' atte!?djnr on my fituation. W/iatevcr or. 
ders you day pleafe to tranfmit on this fulyed, 
Shal l be pundcually complied with ; and I fhall 
oallv add upon it, that large as my allowances arc, 
as n-fuk-nt at the durbar, . I can aflure you, they 
do nor exceed my expences. 

' AtVer mature conlideration, and examination 
of the feveral charges that the miniltcrs have 
thou,: hf proper to admit in thefe accounts, you, 
gentlemen, will pleafe to determine what lliall be 
continued, and what ftruck off* The charges 
lUiiv certainly be greath reduced : the minitkrs 
and myfelf are of opinion, that if an addition to 
the bundcbufli of about three hundred and fifty 
thoufand rupees be made, it may ferve to bear all 
abl'olutely neceffarv expenccs, provided chclats 
are given onlv to thofe immediately in office in 
the colleding branch, and that you think proper 
that no bearers or coolies be charged in future in 
thefe accounts. Such other charges as you may 
deem expedient to ftrike off, may be dcdu($tcd 
from that fum, and whatever chclats and other 
expcjices you may pleafe ftill to continue over and 
above thofe already fpecified, muft be added to 
it. Permit me here, gentlemen, ftrongly to re- 
commend, that the mode of colleding by malhutc 
be abolilhed, which wilj prove a great relief to 
the inh^itants. I'his mode of collecting . has 
ever been a heavy grievance, as the ryotts never 
knew what he was to pay, but had more or fewer 
demands made upon him at the arbitrary will of 
the cpHeftpr. Tiie fum propofed to be added to 
the gcpcral bunclebulh will be chearfully fub- 

mitted 
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Tuittedto^ the fyotts wiii know' what they have 
to p'^y, iind be freed from arbitrary oppreJflion* 
One great diffioiilry accrues, which.is, howtogQC 
dear of the fum of rupees 229,265 : ii : 14,. 
which thefe ceffes ftancl indebted to the rreafury, 
merchants, fee- Could this fum be wrote to 
lofs, and ordered to be paid, the fatisfaftion would, 
be compkat ; if not, I am afraid the deftruftive 
malhute plan mull be purfued another year to get- 
clear of this incumbrance. 


‘Moidepore, 

2.8 th March, 1770 


I remain, with refped:, 

Hon. Sir and Sirs, 

Your moft obedient. 
Humble Servants, 
Richard Becher.** 


JExtradl of a Letter from Mr. Sykes to Mr. Bechcr,; 
under Date j6th January, 1769. 

, You will find there are the cblleftlons made 
feparate from the ftatement, vi2. an account of 
tlu expences of the pooneah, called Khelat, 
Riuh Pufhtebundy, andRufuin Nezarut. 

This mode for defraying thefe expences was; 
eftabliffied by Lord Clive ' and the feleft com- 
mittee, and why they are not included .' in the 
ftatement, tfiat the company might have ^a fair - 
account of their grbfs colleiftidns ‘at one view, 
cannot conceive^ It rnUit, I think, have arifen* 
' ■ ^ * --'from* 
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■fi-nm the fear the tfcntlerilcn of the' feldff cotil, 
Lttec had that the company would hot permit 
Sch an expence to be kept up at the pooncahi, 
notwithftanding it is deemed fo ncceffary m Ac 
eves of the country people, and always held with 
the utmoft veneration. The pulhtebundy is d nc- 
ceflarv expence. The rufum nazarW might be 
^bolifhed ; yet as thefe allowances to the under 
mutfuddiesand officers of the government is of an 
ancient Handing, the abolition of it would have 
eiven difguft, and it was diredfed to be kept up, 
and divided as the nabob thought proper. 

Ordered, the accounts be entered after thclc 


proceedings* 

After a mature confideration, the committee 
determined on the following refolution. 

That theexpencesof the chelat baha be in fii^ 
til re limited and regulated, the dreffes to be bc-^ 
llowed on none but the ading officers of ^ govern- 
ment, and the members of the adminiftration, 
and the value reduced as low as appearance will 

admit. . 

That the refident proceed to examine the pre- 
.tciuions of all thofc who ha\x heretofore weivrd 
dreffes, and forward a lift to the committee ol 
thofe who ought to be excluded from, or admitted 

to, that diftinftion. • 

That the late charges of pufhtebundy, alter 
the extraordinary repairs of the bank in 1 767, ap- 
pear exorbitant, that the general tax being im- 
pofed at that period, on account of the inundation 
only, the neceffity for it can no longer remain at 
prefent, and that nothing ffiould prevent, the 
immediate rc-eftablilhment of the local tax 
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was It not neceflary. to difcharge the debt of 
229,265 : 1 1 : 14, and on the overplus of this cefs 
the committee principally rely, as a fund for that 
ptirpofe. 

That refujn nazavet be confolidaCed with the 
refum of 1 1 annocs. 

That the prefents to the mohures and mutfud-^ 
dies be difeontinued, as far as can be effected 
without creating in them a difguft to the fervicc. 

That beaters be allowed to thofe who travel on 
public duties, and to no others. 

That the fum of 350,000 rupees be 6xcd on 
for the enfuing year, and that all faving and dc- 
dudions which can be niiKle' therefrom, be ap- 
plied tothe difehargeof thedebtof 229,265: 11:14. 

That a ftatement of the fum be formed feparatc 
from the buiKlebufli, and that a new and equal af- 
feffmenc thereof on each diftrid in proportion to 
its revenue, avoiding thofe particulars which have 
hitherto been too vifiblc to the levying the mah- 
hut. This indeed the committee fuppofe to 
have been one grand caufe of the complaints re- 
garding mahhuts ; and if the abufcs of colleftors 
be included, the rcafon why fo inconfiderable a 
fum, as tire mahhuts has fpread fuch terror, and 
produced fych grievance, need not be further 
fought. 

By fixing the aniount of the whole mahhut at 
the commencement of the year, and dividing the 
burthen equally among the dillrids, the commit- 
tee entertain hopes, that the inhabitants will be 
fufficjcntly fecured again ft the evils of an unlimi- 
ted arbitrary tax, and. the arts of colleftors, who 
muft ncccffarily have drawn enormous fums from 

the 
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the tyotts under this head ; It appearing to the 
committee, that the 2Coo rupees per month, men- 
tioned in the refident’s letter, is a part of the 3000 
fettled by lord Clive, by feme overfight not re* 
corded. 

Agreed, that the refident be queftioned con- 
cerning it ; and that the following letter be wrote 
to him as a full anfwcr to his letter of the 28th of 
March. 

To Richard Beher, Efq. refident at the Durbar# 
Sir, 

We have received your favour of the 28th 
ult. with the feveral papers and accounts therein 
inclofed# 

In a country where abufes of office arc prac* 
tifed with an audacioufnefs that feems to expofe 
the offenders to inftant punilhment, and arc yet 
fupported by fuch a complication of artifices, the 
multitude of affociates, that to deteft is difficult, 
and to mark the offender almoft impoflible, it is 
a ncceffary confequence, that all arbitrary cafes 
whatever muft be fo many inftruments of oppref- 
fion in the power of collcftors. Was it not fo, 
how is it poffiblc that the mahhut, a fum by no 
means confidcrable in irfclf, flioukl be found fo 
heavy and intolerable a burthen on this extcnfive 
country; equitably divided amonglt all the di- 
ffrifts, it would be fcarccly felt, at icaft it could 
not be called a grievance. To reconcile this ex- 
traordinary difproportion of the caulr to the effeft 
is impoffiblc, and wc lhall therefore be very Soli- 
citous 
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citous to hear what progrefs is made by the fuper- 
vifors in this objed of their enquiries, fince we 
more than expeft the rcfult will lay open a moft 
iniquitous fcenc of oppreffion and peculation. 

We lhall now reply to your obfervations.oii 
the inftltution, amount, and application of each 
particular cefs ; and here we arc ftruck with a ne- 
ver-ccafmg accumulation of expence in the ar- 
ticle of Chelat Raha. Upon referring to the 
charges incurred before our accelEon to the de- 
wannec, we find them lb fmall as 83,000 rupees, 
and even fincc that period, each year has fwellcd 
to the account, till it has exceeded all bounds. 
We arc fenfible, that the cuftom of drefles made 
to the board have been one caufe, and the defray- 
ing occafional charges from the treafury, and not 
from the nabob^s confuinmany as formerly has 
been another great fourcc of theincreafe. As to the 
firft, the inftitution came from Lord Clive, when 
he attended the firfl: horneah, after the grant of the 
tlewaiinec. It was recommended by his lordfliip 
to the council, as a form which coil little, and was 
ncvcrthclefs elfential to the dignity of this admini- 
ftration ; and has been continued, we arc per- 
loaded, from that and no other motive, fince in- 
tereft , could fcarce be fuppofed to have a place in 
matters fo trivial.. But the grand abufe which 
has been incrcafmg yearly in the admiffion of 
every rank to that honour, by which not only the 
charges have been augmented, but the intention 
of the cuftom itfelf prevented ; for fo fin* friiin be- 
fiowiiig any particular diftinftion on members of 
t;'!e board, it has been the means of confounding 
all e Ipeak with a view boih to 

VuL, IV, R b 
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Englifh gentlemen and domcftics, and honorary* 
placemen about the nabob and minlfters. Hcnce^ 
forth we dired, that drefles, &c. be confined to 
members of the board alone, and to fuch ainongft 
the natives who are entitled by their offices ; in 
which latter point, we cannot at this diftance pre- 
eifely determine, but leave to you to examine all 
pretenfion ; and we could wifh to fee the value of 
thefc dreffes reduced, as well as more fparingly 
dealt. When thefe points are effefted, we com 
ceivc the difburfements may be reduced to the 
footing of the firft year of the dewannee, or per- 
haps lower. 

The piflitbendybeinga new cefs fince the year 
1767, and impofed upon an extraordinary cala- 
mity, which had not happened for years before, 
and may not happen for years to come, wc fee no 
reafon, after the banks had undergone one tho- 
rough repair, why fo large a fum mould ilill have 
been levied, and even a larger for thefe two laft 
fcafons, than that immediately fuccceding the in- 
undation. Since the prafticc of mhathutc is fo 
evidently pernicious, the good order in which you 
reprefent the banks to be at prefent, would aflbrd 
a favourable opportunity for abolifhing the gene- 
ral tax, and re-eftablifliing the local one ; but the 
debt of 229,265 : II : 14, due to the merchants 
on account of former years, makes it neceflary to 
fufpend this refolution, as it is from the overplus 
of this cefs whence we particularly hope to raife a 
fund for the difeharge of that debt. 

‘‘ In the accounts, we obferve the names and 
difburfements of the refum nizamut, and reve- 
nues of 10 annocs, blended together. It octurs 

to 
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nizamut configned to oblivion, and that cefs confo- 
lidatcd with the refum of lo annocs, we fhould 
thereby rid ourfelves of one fpecies of mhathute. 
Whether the prefents made to the Mohours out of 
thefe ceffes, might be difcontinucd partly or whol- 
ly, without producing a difguft and indifference, 
partly to the courfe of bufincfs, is an objedt we 
recommend to your confideration. 

Under the head of bearers, fome difference 
fliould be made between thofe who travel for a- 
mufement, or their own private affairs, and thofe 
who are called upon by duty. That bearers, &c. 
Ihould be provided for, the former at the public 
expence, is in the higheft fenfe unreafonable and 
profufe, and we dired thefe exceptions be care- 
fully noted in future. 

As you inform us, that no cefs was colledcd on 
account of the refum of lo annoes, before the 
year 1767, we are at a lofs to know how the ex- 
pence was defrayed before that period. From 
the materials before us, it would appear, that this 
refum was formerly colleded on the amount of 
thc^bundibuft, and only became a mhathute fince 
the year 1767. 

Wc requeft you will folve this doubt. For the 
future regulations of thefe ceffes, two points mult 
be effeded : 

I ft. The limitation ofthefum. 

2d. The proportion that fum to the whole pro- 
vinces. You fix the neceffary at 350,000, we 
hope and believe, you have exceeded the reality in 
th^t calculation ; for upon drawing a balance 
between the medium amount of former charges, 

and 
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and the favlngs we have pointed out, there wilt 
remain a conlidcrable balance from the turn of 
350,000 to be appropriated to the payment 
oi the debt of 229,265 : ii ; 14. However, 
this will bell appear alter the year’s cxpeiience, 
and then, iliould the fund fail our exptdla- 
tions, fomeihim; mull be added to it, for the year 
enfuing, till the debt is dillharged ; but to render 
any addition unnccclfary, wc txpe(!:l every poffi- 
ble laving be applied to the above purpofe. 

Great partiality has been Ibcvvn in the alTclTmcnt 
of the mhathutc. The extenlive province of Decca, 
has paid only 5000 rupees to the refum of 10 
annocs, and nothing to any 01 her cefs. Since we 
have held the dewannee, whilft Nudeah, compara- 
tively a fmall diltrid, has paid heavily to all ; and 
this inequality feems almoll throughout all the 
whole province. 

Your propofal of adding the mhathute to the bim- 
dibull, we do not altogether approve ; becaufc, the 
colleftors and zemindars miglit chance, in fuch 
cafe, to avail themfelves of the ignorance of the 
ryotts, and clandeftinely continue the feparate 
colledion under the old heads ; and, becaufe the 
bundibuft itfelf might be encroached upon to pay 
thele extraordinary charges, fliould an unfavoura- 
ble feafon make a reduftion neceffiiry. The ry- 
ott, who has been ufed to pay towards the puft- 
bundy, the chelae baha, &c. according to the tem- 
porary refolvcs of government, or more properly 
the arbitrary decree of the collcftor, would fcarcc- 
ly think it a hardlhip w^hen the fum he is to pay 
is fixed and proportioned ; whereas, an addition to 
the bundibuft would give rife to evafions, from 
being an unufual thing, if from no other caufe. 

In 
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In ftiort, our view Is not fo much to fiipprefs th« 
taxes, as to new model them ; and this we would 
perform by drawing a feparate llateinent of them 
indrpendant of the bundibuft, by determining the 
grofs fum, and by alleflingeach dilbift according 
to its true cafes and extent : the ryott, then, cannoc 
be expofed to fudden demands, and perpetual 
alarms of new calls, and the pernicious influence of 
the mhathute will be in all refpeds cflcdually re- 
ftralned. 

If the allowance of 2000 rupees per month, an- 
nexed to the refident in lieu of ihe zemindar’s con- 
tribution of provifions, be inclufive of the 3000 
rupees, which is the ftated falary, it is no more than 
‘is right; if exclufive, it mull be difcontiniied, 
though we are fcnfiblc your motives for receiving 
it, were no other than the example of your prede- 
ceflfor. Wc are inclined to believe the former fup- 
polition, becaufc you only charge 1000 rupees in 
the Morejyl abllradls, and the falary of the refi- 
dent was, wc underftand fettled by Lord Clive, 
without being recorded.” 

Wc beg our readers’ indulgence on account 
of the unavoidable repetitions found in the lat- 
ter part of this work ; the reports of the com- 
mittees appointed by the houfe of commons to 
enquire into tho flare of the Kaft: India compa- 
ny, and the tranfadions of their principal fer- 
vants, occafioned neceflarily a retrofped of 
their condud for twenty years pafl ; and the 
‘‘ feveral witnelfes examined on the fame fubjeds, 
from their depofitions lummed up in the con- 
dufion of this complicated narrative have caiifed 
“ this tautology. Had we omitted feveral im- 

“ portanc 
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portant examinations of the Icglflatare, to lead 
them into the labyrinth of the various feenes of 
fraud, avarice, fordid knavery, auelty, and 
opprelGon exhibited in Hindoftan, this perfor- 
mance would have been incompleat, and the 
** crimes of the rapacious managers of India af- 
fairs might have been palliated by the arts, 
bribes, and corruption of thefe wealthy oppref- 
fors. The objcdl of this book, lefs voluminous 
than feveral others lately publifhed on a plan 
not fo extenfive and fo ufeful as ours, was not 
mere entertainment 5 it was calculated for the 
information of thofe who are defirous to know 
minutely, the motives and paffions which have 
kindled the Indian wars, and introduced a new 
fyftem of lawlefs government, in proportion to 
the wonderful aggrandizement of a commercial 
company ; who, either by ignorance in the di- 
“ reftors, or their partiality to their fervants, 
have brought difgrace and infamy on the Eng- 
“ lilh name. Thofe who have long refidcd in 
the peninfula of India, with the new emigrants 
to the company’s eftablilhments, will find within 
a fmall compafs, whatever is conducive to in- 
“ ftruftion and curiolity. Whatever illiberal re- 
‘‘ fledtions ungenerous critics have made to pre- 
“ vent the fale of this book before it was finllhed, 
contrary to precedents and equity, we dare af- 
firm that no publication extant, contains the 
fame thread of military and civil tranfadlions in 
“ Hindoftan, as this. We willi a multiplicity of 
“ materials concerning events and occurrences that 
have happened at the fame period of time, 
** could have been arranged with more order and 
prccifion,” 

Wc 
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We find by the dlfburfemcnts at the time of 
the pooneah betwixt Lord Clive, Mr. Maflcclyne 
his kinfman, his lordfhip’s committee and at- 
tendants to have amounted to 46,750!. 

Read the following letter from the revenue 
council at Murfhadabad, to the comptrolling com- 
mittee of revenue, and referred by that board to us. 

Hon. Sir and Sirs, 

** Wc have the pleafure to tranfmit you here- 
with the account current kiftbundee, to the clofe 
of the demand for the Bengal month of cattle, by 
which you willobferve, that the collcdtions until 
that period are remarkable well kept up. We 
further take the liberty to tranfmit you a copy of 
the letter, and fevcral ftatements laid before us 
by our accountant, preparatory to clofing the 
books of this department to the end of April, 

^771- 

We have in confequence authorifed him to 
make the adjufting entries contained in the ftatc- 
ment, No. 2. but for making the further entries 
recommended in this letter, although they ap- 
pear to us to be highly neceflary, in order to clear 
the account dewannee foubah Bengal, or Hock ac- 
count, from the burthen of fuch heavy fums, 
which, as no recoveries are to be expedted from 
them, conftitute, in fadt, nothing more than an 
imaginary valuation ; yet, we conclude it will be 
proper to obtain for this purpofe the fandlion of 
the honourable the prefideht and council, and 
we therefore requeft you will procure for us fucli 
orders as they may think necelfary to this fubjcdl:, 
as t^'peditioufly as poffiblc, that the books may be 

balanced 
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'Bilanccd in time, to be forwarded to Europe hy 
the /hips of this fcafon. The explanation given 
by the accomptant of the fums which he is of opi< 
nion may be written off' in the books, is, in itfcif, 
fo full and diflinft, that it would be fuper/luous 
to enter into any further elucidation here. We 
fliall only fay, therefore, that our fentiments 
entirely co-incide with his, and that the ultimate 
determination will reft with the honourable the 
prefident and council. 

We are, with refpedl, 

Hon. Sir and Sirs, 

Your nioft obedient, 

Humble Servants, 

Mnrflaadabad, 

23 December, 1771. James Alexander, 

J. Graham.'' 

Ordered, the inclofures be entered after this 
day's proceedings ; and agreed, we reply there- 
lore as follows ; 

To James Alexander, Efq; Chief, See, council 
of revenue at Murlliadabad. 

The comptrolling committee of revenue 
having referred to us a letter addrefled to them by 
your board, on the 23d ultimo, we have taken it 
into our confulcration, and flaall give you our 
opinion on the fgvcral heads propofed by your 

accomptant 
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^ccomptailt to be written off yonr books, in the 
iliinc order as they {land in this letter. 

We cannot allow of having the balance in the 
collections of 1176 vvrkten t ff, without the orders 
of the court of dirc'tors bein-; previoiifly obtained 
for that ])urpofe. But we think, lI. .i i:. bilancc 
Uncolleded of each year’s revenue ought to have 
a feparatc head in the ledger, balance of 1176 — . 
balance of 1 177. And fuch collocations as may 
be made, from time to time, iliould be carried to 
the credit of that year in which they became ba- 
lances. We arc alfo of opinion, that the account 
current with merchants ought to remain in the 
books ; lor tlunigh Gaik Chund and Cheep Da- 
nionda may atprefent be inlbivents, they poffibly 
may inlcngdi of time recover thcrnfelves. 

As a b.dancc of account current with the ze- 
mindars feems to have arilen from a eels on ac- 
count of the bha kelaiit, we cannot deem them 
more accountable for this fum than the different 
diflricSs, which are now in arrears 344,342, 3, 
2, 2, on die fame account ; and as the latter arc 
not confidcrcd to be any ways anfwerablc for any 
collcdions on this head, we think, that their 
zemindars ought to be rclcafed from any demands 
from this fum, and do thcrciorc aiuhorifc you to 
write off rhir balance. 

You will likewifc write off to profit and lofs the 
balance of the boat account, kelaut account, 
puflitcbundy, and zeziim nazarct, they being ar- 
ticles of cxpcncc, and not in any manner reco- 
verable. 


VbL. IV. 


Cc 


Lxtradl 



r j 

Extrad: of a Letter from Mr. Charles Croftj, Ac- 
CDwptant at Murihadabadf to James Alexander^ 

Tlie fums that I think, Arc as follows, viz, 
‘With all <lue fubmiflion, may 
be written off. That part of 
the balance of revenue which 
remains due of the collec- 
lions of 1176, which there 
is no rcafon to imagine will 
ever be received, ficca ru- 
pees 1,683,876, 7, 13, 2 

In the colled;ion of fo 
large a revenue, fume ba- 
lance, I apprehend, is al- 
ways to be expected in the 
moft favourable years ; and 
that little hopes of realizing 
that balance can remain af- 
ter the clapfe of the fuccccd- 
ing year, bccaufe the ba- 
lance of this fuccccding 
year will always intervene to 
be collcftcd alfo. Thus the 
balances will, in a feries of 
years, fwcll to an enormous 
fum, andbccomc a deception 
in the honourable company’s 
eftate, as all hopes of reali- 
zing them will have long ex- 
pired; as therefore the collec- 
tions. of the prefent balances, 
outflanding in the different 
di<trifls,can never be expefted 
to amount to mote than an equi- 


valent 
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valfnttofheba/anccs of 1177, 
the balances of 1176 may, as 
I have taken notice above, I 
humbly apprehend, be writ- 
ten off. 

The balance of accounts 
current vykh merchants, of 
which there is due by gain, 
Chun 40,703 8, 17, 2, who 
is in an inlolvcnt fituation, 
and not able to pay it, and 
the reft by Anoep Danianda of 
l<ookimpoor,riipees 3, 1 76-7, 
who is in the fame fitualion 
. The balance of the account 
current with zemindars, the 
particulars of which I beg 
leave to exhibit to you in 

•No. 4. 

That part of the balance of 
the boat account, explained 
in the flatement of that ac- 
count, No. 5. - - - - 

The particulars referred to 
in the above ftatemenf, are 
undoubtedly charges which 
connot enhance the value of 
the boats. 

The balance of the chelat 
account 

Ditto of the puftitebundy - 
Ditto of rezum nezarct - 


43^879 I 18 o 


60,198 6 18 o 


*5 13 ^ 


344,342 322 

90,159 000 
15,000 000 


-2,3535166 3 5 


The 
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The advances on account of the above three 
articles were heretofore niadc from the trc^lury, 

and alterw.irds rep/.iced from the recap: ot the 

taxes eftabliflied for defraying them m the diltaits: 

but as all thefe taxes are now abuiilhed, md the 

utmoft chat each diftrift can yiel I confoliC ned into 
one afceriained revenue, no funner rectipls from 
thefe taxes can ever be expedfed, and the balance 
may, 1 apprehend, be wrote off. 

Fort-William, May 9, 1770. 

At a Sclcft Cominiitee. 

Prefent, 

The Hon. John Cartier, Efq; Prefident, &c. 

“ Meafurcs being already taken for the relief 
of the province of Bengal, from the pernicious 
mode of taxation, called mhatute, the committee 
judge it advifeable to extend their enquiries to the 
province of Bahar, where there is reafon to lup- 
pofe that the fame grievances are felt. 

Relblvecl, That the following letter be wrote to 
the fupervifor of Bahar, in onicr to obtain the 
fulled information in this particular. 

To James Alexander, PJq; Supervifor of Bahar. 

“SIR, 

“ Asa pradlice has too much prevailed in Ben' 
gal to impofe taxes under the name of Mhatute, to 
fupply certain extraordinary charge: of govern- 
ment. 
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menf, which being fludiiaring and arbitrary, hav« 
been attended wifli great abuic in the collation, 
and particular hardlTiips to theryotts, we are de- 
firous of knowing whether the fame praftice is pur- 
fued in Bahar, and what fums are levied on that 
account. 

The charges of chelats diftributcd at the poo- 
neah called Chelat Bahar, the repairs of banks to 
fecure the country from inundations, called Pefht 
Bendy, the refum nezarct, or cuftoms of the na- 
2ir, are the moll conliderablc of thefc taxes— 
probably the firlt and third articles from fimilar 
tax in both provinces i the fecond you feem ex- 
empted from by litiiation. 

. Names naay differ ; but our meaning is, that 
you procure and tranfmlt us an exaft ftatement of 
all fuch fums as are collected, exclulive of the bun- 
debuft applied to extraordinary charges of govern- 
ment, and occafionally alTcflld on the diftridts. 

Wcarc, Sir, 

Ycur moft obedient, 

Fort-William, 

^thMay, 1770. Humble Servants.” 


At 
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At a Select Committee, the 9th of June, X770, 
Prefent, 

The Hon. John Cartier, Eiq; Prefident, &c. 

Read a letter from the fupervifor of Bahar, dated 
the 24th of May, inclofing an account of the 
tra colledions of the province. 

Hon. Sir and Sirs, 

I have been favoured with your orders of the 
5th ultimo, in compliance with which 1 now in- 
clofe a particular account of all extra collcftion'; 
and taxes whatever, that are levied in the Ba- 
har province, exclufive of bundcbulh 'Ihe ex- 
pence of chclats conferred at any time on the 
aumils and zemindars, are regularly brought un 
dcr the head of charges generally in the trea- 
fury account, tranfmitted by me monthly to the 
relident at the durbar, and no charge is incurred 
on the country for this article. A colledlion 
of about fix thoufand rupees a year were formerly 
cllabliflied for the refum nezarec, or nazir’s cuf- 
tom, but was aboliflied about three years ago by 
Maha Raga Shetabroy. The charge of puflite- 
bundy is in this province but very tricing, and 
In fuch village where any precautions againft 
inundations is ncceifary, the expence of repair- 
ing banks, &c. is dcfiayed by a kind of fub- 
feription among the inhabitants, without the in- 
icrpufitlon of government. 
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The prefent cftabllfhment of the dawkes incurs 
a heavy, as well as a very injurious cxpence on 
this country ; the two fetts that areftationed cxclu- 
fiveof the company’s, appear wholly fiiperfluous ; 
and I would recommend that the neceflary charges 
«n this account be paid from the trealury, inftead 
of its being levied on the purguiinahs, through 
which the chokey’s are placed, and the fame rule 
to be obferved with all the other fervants employed 
under the government. 

I am, v/Ith great refpedh, 

Hon. Sir, and Sir, 

Your mod obc dient, 

Patna, Humble Servant, 

24th of May, 1770. 

James Alexander. 

Account of all ihe colleftions in Subah Bahar, ex- 
clufive of the bundibulh, for the following pur* 
purpofes : 

Cuftoin of the dauroga of the 

cucchery, 7,670 

Out of this he pays to the fe- 
veral auniils, vaqucels of the 
pergunnahs from whence it is 
received, a culfom of 10 
per cent. 

Cuftom of the arexbcggy 7,010 

Out of this lie pays the an- 
; * mil’s, vaquecis, 10 pci 


Cuftcin 
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Cudom of the Moonfliees, 

Paid tovaquecls, 10 per. cent* 
Cuftom of the keeper of the fcals 
Cuftom for the fewanny negar, 
&c, which was an office for* 
merly cftabliffied for fending 
advice of every tranfadlion to 
court, and now held by Raja 
Goffaul, fent from Mahom- 
med RezaCawn, 

Cuftom for the mutfeddleS, &c. 
for expences of the holy, and 
other holidays, 

Colledted for the expence of 
fruits, &c. prefents to the na- 
bob, and received by a dou- 
rago, who has charge of that 
bufinefs 


i,7So 


2,000 


II, 6 

6,200 


1,170 


33^^03, 11, 6 


Commiffion on the treafury col- 
lected on the rents of one- 
fourth per cent, on the re- 
ceipts, which fuppofing to be 
4,000,000, is rupees 50,000, 
half of which is brought to 
the company’s account, and 
the other half diftributed as 
follows, viz. 
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Cafh-kceper of the nizamet • 10,000 

Dauroga ofthe treafury 5»ioo 

Writers of ditto 2^400 

Ditto, who keeps the accounts on 

the part of the lupervlfor 7)5oo 


25,000 


Collcftcd for an allowance ap- 
pointed by lord Clive, for an- 
nual Yar Kawn, lately of 1,500 
rupees per month. 18,000 

Col ledf ions for the charges of 
dawks in the Bahar province, 

■ belonging to the iv.ijrlijli 
company, from Slutab.ul or 
Fullaka, 1 1 chokees, at 247,8 
per month. 2,970 

From Fullwary to Caramnadi, 

13 ditto, at 292,8 permoiuh 3j5to 
From Sircar Champaram, 13 
at 292,8 per month 3>5^o 

From Serris Kotomba, three 
ditto, at 678 per month. . 810 

10,800 


Belonging to the nizamut. 

From Fulwary to Caramnaila, 13 
chokees, at 292,8 per month. 3,510 
Sircar Serang to Hofepore, 14 
ditto, at 3 25 per month. 2,780 

Vqi.. IV. D d 


Sircar 
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Sircar Torhut, y ditto, at 1278 
per month 

Bahar, &c. 4 ditto, at 47 per 

month 564 

Sircar Shahabad to Burfarat, 120 
per month 1,440 

Bolli'm Apore, i ditto, at 22 per 
month 270 

Fikaw y, S ditto, at 180 per 

month. 2, 1 60 

Neriuiic Saymay, at 120 per 
month 1,400 

I45^'54 

Belonging to the mabob of Murlhadabad, 

From Tatup.h, to Shadabad, 1 1 
chokccs, at 247,8 per month 2,470 

From Fulwary lo Caramnalia, 

1 3 ditto, at 292,8 per mouth .3,510 

6,480 


Jam^s Aluxandi.r, 


On a review of the fcvcral articles of ihej above 
account, it is refolved that the nabob’s dawks be 
continued, as a proper mark of refped to govern- 
ment ; but that the dawks of the nizamut be ah 
lowed only in fuch places, where the company 
have none, and in crol's roads, where they may be 

ncccf- 
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neceflafy to preferve the inland communicatioru 
Other deduftions, the committee leave to the dif- 
cretion of the fupervifor, who mud be the beft 
judge of the propriety or impropriety o( the cu- 
lioms appropriated to the diflerent ofliccs, as iet 
forth in the accounts ; and agread, the following 
letter be wrote to the Tupervifor of Bahar; 

To James Alexander, Efp fupervifor of the pro- 
vince Bahar* 


“ Sir^ 

We have received your letter of the 24th 
•ult. inclofing the account of extra c\)llcdlloa'') in 
the province of Bahar. 

We requed you will inform us for what feiviccr, 
and on what pretenlions the falary of 1,530 rupees 
per month, was conferred by lord Clive on Mab.o 
aied Yar Cawn, for which we lee a feparate col- 
ledlion is made. 

With refpeft td the nabob’s dawks, to wftli- 
dravv them would be rather injurious to his digni- 
ty ; but we can conceive no reafon for maintain- 
ing dawks belonging to the nizamiu (as it is ex- 
prclfcd in your account) in places wdtere the com- 
pany’s dawks are ftationed. We direvb, that all 
Inch dawks be withdrawn ; and that fur tlio fu- 
ture the dawks of the nizamut be allowed only in 
the crofs roads, where they may be necclkiry for 
preferving the inland communication open. As this 
is not the time for multiplying the ilfues from ouc 
trejfury, we would not willingly introduce the in* 
novation you propofe in the payment of the dawks;, 

unlels 
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iinlcfs It be clearly demonftrated, that no regular 
tions or examples can prevent the prefent mode of 
paying them from continuing a lerious grievance 
to the country. 

Other charges in the .acccounr, we deem you 
could curt ill, as far as lhall appear to you prudent 
and proper. 

We arc, fir, 


Fort-William, 
June 9lh, 1770. 


Your moft obedient, 
Humble fervant.” 


At a felcd committee, Sept. 1 5th, 1 770. 

Prefent. 

'I'hc hon. John Cartier, lifq. prefident, &c. 

Hon. Sir, and Sirs, 

“ ! have been favoured with your orders on 
the fuisjacL X xtiacnliedion m the Bahar pro- 

vince, ar.d 11) d; pay due arteiuion to them ; the 
nizamut dnA’k'. arc dreaily ordered to be with- 
drawn, excci t l.ctn fucli places w'herc no others 
are llationcx!, an ; thcioaix* found neuefThiy to pre- 
fcrvc a coii'avii.niuuujn with the interior parts of 
the country. From cmiuiry into the merits of the 
claim of Ahmed Yar (Jawn to the penfion of 1,500 
lupecs per month, 1 can only learn, that he isaman 
of foine dillinction, whofc houfc and family are 

plundered 
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plundered by Jafficr Ally Cawn, and that this al- 
lowance was fettled for him by lord Clive, 

1 am, with the greateft refpet^l, 

Hon. Sir, and Sirs, 

Your moil obedient, 

Patna, Humble fervant, 

Aug. 12, 1770. 

Jamks Alexander.’’ 


Fort-William, April 26, 1771. 

At a committee of revenue. 

Prefent. 

The hon. John Cartier, Efq, &c. 

Fxtraft of a letter from the revenue council at. 
Murlhadabad, to the governor and council, 
dated the 15th of April, 1771. 

We herewith tranfmit you a reprefentation laid 
before us by the nalb Duan, on the fiibjetit of your 
commands of the i8di ult. 

The naib Duan’s fentiments regarding the con- 
ductions propofed in the bahahy khclauts. 

With refpecl to the direeftions which the gen- 
tlemen of the council of Calcutta, la confee]ucncc 
of orders receivo<l from the honourable the court 
of directors, have tranlmitred to you. for reducing 
the cxpencc of the khclauts given at the [ ooncah 
to Englilb gentlemen, to the office. s of nizamut 
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iihd(luannee,the zemindars, and other Inhabitants ot 
the country, and their determinations fubfequently 
pointed out. It is neceflary that 1 Ibould remark, 
that the ceremony of the pooneah has been efta- 
biilhed for a long feries of time. If their direc- 
tions, with regard to the prefident, the chief here, 
fwho is fecond of their boardj and the gentlemen 
of the council ot Calcutta and Murfludabad, and 
carried into execution, the kheiauts, which are 
meant to augment their name and dignity, will 
only tend to render them inconfidcrable. 

As to the zemindars and talookdais, the khe- 
iauts may be faiti to be a renewal of their funnuds, 
and a confirmation of their appointments ; and to 
the officers of the niznmut they are an honorary 
diftinftlon ; it has, therefore, for a long fncceffion 
of years been cuftomary for the nazim, on the part 
of the king, to inveffi with kheiauts the dewan, the 
agents of the dewan, and his own officers, and only 
lucli were accepted as were difmilled and recalled, 
and this ceremony has been long preffirved. I.alt 
year it was reduced as low as poffiblc, and I exert- 
ed my endeavours, that no part ofthiscxpence might 
be left unretrenched. Although the further faving 
by the regulation which is now laid down, is not 
an objedt of advantage or profit, yet if any re- 
diidlion is made in the kheiauts, it will be divul- 
ged to the world, and reflcdl diferedit to all who 
receive them, whether Englilli gentlemen, or offi- 
cers of the nizamut, or dewannee ; and if the offi- 
cers of the nazim did nut receive them, it will 
fpread through fh«'. whole world that the nizamntis 
totally abolilbed ; and in like manner with refpeft 
to me, if I do not receive them myfelf, it is no 

matter, 
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matter, becaufe nobody fliall know it ; but if my 
officers do not receive them, the name of the 
neabuc duannee will allb be extinguiflied. From 
the time that the company were firll invefted with 
the dewannee. lord Clive, Mr. Sykes, and the 
gentlemen of the committee and council, preferved 
the cuftom and ceremony of the pooncah, lolely 
with an eye of thefe reafons : becpufe, it had been 
an ancient inftitutioii *, becaulc, it has augmented 
the honour of the people of bufinefs, fo it would 
augment their attentions and affiduity*, and be- 
caufe it was confidered a renewal of the funniuls 
of the zemindars and talookdars. As it has long 
been cuftomary for the nazim of the province, in 
behalf of his majefty, to inveft the dewan and his 
officers with this honour, and for the dewan to re- 
place the expence of it to the nazim. From the 
khalfah, they appointed the charge of thekhelauts 
to be defrayed from the company ; but rcMefting 
at that time, that in fuch charge the company 
would incur a rafli cxpence ; I, in order to coun- 
terpoife it, produced an obvious laving from the 
expences of the nizainut, eftablilliedby lord Clive, 
Mr. Sykes, and the gentlemen of the council, 
and brought it to account of the company, fo that 
nolefs might accrue to them. Now tliat it is the 
pleafure of the gentlemen to abridge the expence 
of khelauts, it appears, in my opinion, moll ad- 
vifeable, that the expences fliould be entirely abo- 
liflicd from the company ; that in part of the fa- 
vings, which to balance thofe charges I made in 
the expences of the nizamut, and paid to the com- 
pany, thefum of rupees 225,000 be reftored, to 
anfwcr this addition of expence to the nizamut ; 

and 
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ariwl tliat the nazim of the country, agreeable to 
the ancient CLiltom, in behalf of his majefty, yearly 
iiivcltcl the federal officers, &c, with kheiauts ac- 
cording to their refpeftivc nations. 

By this mode the ancient cultoni v/ill be kept 
up, and their rank and dignity i)reicrved. I have 
rcprefcnted what appears to me moft eligible ; as 
for the red you aie the judges. 

Fort-Wdliam, May 50, 1771, 
Ac a committee of revenue, 

Prefenu 

The hon. John Cartier, Efq. fee. 

Extract of a letter from the council of revenue at 
Murfliadabad, dated May 25, 1771, to the go- 
vernor and council at Bengal. 

‘‘ \Vc aic forty to find that our letter of the 
1 6th of March, accompanied by the naib Duan’s 
opifiion ivgarding the ir.ahhute, has not given you 
iull larisi.iction on that lubjccl. With rcfpedl to 
the CiLibliffimrp!; ot the ceffes at the fudder, t!\c 
iiaih Doian has plainly expreired that the expencci 
were of a nature not proper 10 be entered into ti^.c 
trealury account, and therefoic a fe[)arate tund 
was (Te..ted, Irom whence they have be-Ji defrayed. 

.1 hislu:Ki, however, extended no farther than the 
agixee.vj-us with the zcnjindars, who confented to 
i'|rn:(ii tins aid to government out of their then 
cildh.ihed revenue, without impofing any frelli 
tax on that account upon the ryotts. This led us 
to lay, that it was a confolidated revenue in the 

moffufii. 
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mofFufil. We. (hoiild rather have faid, that the 
baha, khelaut, &c, was (as far as we arc yet in- 
formed) no moffufil tax at alh but a tax upon the 
zemindars, payable out of their ftandard revenues 
before it commenced. The great increafe of the 
expence of Baha, Chel.uit, &c. took place with the 
celTion of the dewannee to the company, and you 
are not unacquainted, that the zemindars have fo 
inadequately performed their engagements, as to 
leave a balance due at the end of the Bengal year 
j 176 account, n venue, and mahhiite, of no lefs 
than fixty lacks ol rupees, inflead of thofe of any 
utility or benefit arifing to government from the 
eflabliflimcnt of this tax, it appears to us, to have 
furnifhed pleas for balances in the collections of 
both branches, and that what has been carried to 
the credit of the mabhute, has been a manifclt cur- 
tailment of the colleClions of the bundebufh, or re- 
venue. From this reafoning and explanation, it 
is plain, that the balance due to the merchants for 
the cofl: of kliolaurs, See, mull ultimately be dif- 
burled from the trealury, as five times the amount 
of the mahhute fixed for lali year will remain on 
balance on the bundebufli. However, if it is your 
pleafure, the fum of 350,000 rupees fliall be 
transferred from the head of the revenues to the 
head of the mahhute, and the merchants balances, 
as well as the pooncah and pulhtcbundy expences, 
wrote off under the latter. 


E e 
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Extrad of the Bengal feleft confaltatlon, 
October, 5tlj, J7O5. 

Prefent, 

Lord Clive, prefident, See, 

The right hon. the prefident lays before the 
committee, a letter from Mahonjmed Reza Cawn, 
wherein he reprefents the manitold inconveniences 
refulting to pnidiebufinefs, and the great obftruc- 
tion ariling to the colleftion of the revenues, ftom 
allowing the gentlemen of the faClories of Detea 
and Luckyjx)re to interfere in the affairs of govern- 
nicntj and rcquelts, in future neither they, nor 
their dependants, be fufiered to hold farms, lend 
money to the zemindars, nor mcddic in any refpect 
wh.'tever with the country government. And the 
coniniitfeerakinginto confideration the great injury 
that moil neceflarily arife to the company from 
any (top or impedimcni: to the colleftion of the re- 
vcMiues, whereof they are now, fincc the royal grant 
of the dewannee, and the late agreement with the 
nabob, both the collectors and proprietors. 

Rcfulved, That pofuive ordcis be iffued to the 
chieisor lubordmates, and commandingofficers of 
brigades, prohibiting them from lending money 
to the zemindars, or other fervants of the govern- 
ment, on the llcurity of lands by Jeafe or mort- 
gage, and alfo iiom exerting any degree of influ- 
ence in the appointment to thp public offices or 
orherwife interfering, dire6lly or indireftly, with 
the bufincis ul government, on pain of lufpc’n- 
fion. 


Rc 
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Uefoli^eJ, That the above orders be font by the 
chiefs of fubordinates, and commandin;' officers 
of the brigades, to the fevcral gentlemen, and 
others adting under tlieni in inferior ftations, who 
arc in like manner prohibited from lending money, 
bolding lands, £cc. under the fame pains and pe- 
nalin's. 

Rcfolved, That we enjoin the chiefs and feveral 
agents at the fubordinates fettlemcnts to confine 
thcmfclves ftriftly to the bufinefsof the company’s 
trade, and their own, and that the neceflary cor- 
rrefpondence, on this account, be carried on by 
the chief only, who fliall lay his coun try corref- 
pondence once every month before his council, 
andtranlmit the fame every fix months atleait, to 
the government and council. 

Fort-William, Oft. i 7 ^ 5 *. 

Prefent. 

The right hon. lord Clive, prefident, See, 

At a feleft commitee. 

From Mahommed Reza Cawn, received 
Oft. 4, 1705. 

There arc many perfons, who, with the pre- 
tence of debts being due to them, making ufe of 
the name of the faftory, diflurb the zemindars 
and diftrifts of the chuila of Jehangeer, Nug- 
gcr, and lending poens to leizc people, obftruft 
the, revenues ot the fiear. The particulars are 
very long, but I briefly mentioned the matter to 
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at Mootagyl. Moreover, fcveral cvafive zemin- 
dars and talookdars, borrow more or lefs from the 
dependants of the fadorics, and when their rents 
are demanded from them, go and (lielter them- 
fclves under their proteftion, fo as to be out of the 
power of theaumils. With the pretences of debts 
being due from them, they carry their creditors 
into their didrids, and embezzle the revenues, fo 
that the money of the fircar remains unpaid ; and 
fpreading about reports that numbers of villages 
are rented to the dependants of the faftory, they 
pradicc villainous tricks. I accordingly re- 
ceive from the aumils frequent complaints of 
their proceedings. As I do not conceive that 
the interruptions of the revenues of the fircar 
can be put a flop to, without removing thefe 
pretences, I hope you wnll be kind enough to 
write to the gentlemen of the fadorics of Jahan- 
geer, Nugger, and Lucky pore, &c. that none of 
the dependants of the fadory lend money to 
the zemindars, &c. without the knowledge of the 
aumil, nor hold any farms, nor interfere with the 
affairs of the country, nor fend any people into 
the diftrids, and make a dlfturbancc ; and, that 
whatfoever demands they have upon the zemin- 
dars, &c, they muft lay the accounts thereof 
before Jalfarut Cniim,* the naib at jahangeer 
Nugger, that he may oblige the zemindars to pay 
whatever is juft. 


At 
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At a feleft committee, Dec. 30, 1766. 

Prefent. 

The right hon. lord Clive, prefident, &c. 

The felcft committee having on the fifth day of 
Oftober, 1765, ililied orders that no company’s 
fervants, their dependants, or other Britilh fub- 
jcdls, fhoold lend money upon leafe, mortgage, or 
otherwife, to the zemindars and officers of the go- 
vernment, without confent of Mahommed Reza 
Cawn, and the other niinificrs ; and advice being 
received that this order has been tranfgrefled, to 
the great detrim of the collcftions : 

Refolvcd, That we now enforce the above or- 
der, that no money fhall in future be lent, except 
on refpondentia, upon any pretence whatever, at a 
higher intcreft than twelve per cent, per annutn ; 
that all fums of money outfianding at a higher 
premium, lhall be recalled on the iiih day of 
April next : and that wc write the following let- 
ter to the chiefs of all the fubordinates fa(^toi ics, 
and the refidcius at Burdwan and Miduaporc. 

To J. Cartier, Eiq. chief at Decca. 

Sir, 

On the fifth of Oftober, 17^^, the fcleA 
committtee illiicd orders, that no civil or military 
fcrvantofrhc company, their banyans, or depen- 
danis, &c. lliould, after that da^', lend money 
upon leafe, mortgage, or other vVifc, to the zemin- 
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tiars, or otiicr officers of goycrnmcnr, without 
tlic knowledge and confent of Mahommed Reza 
Caivn, and the miniflers. 

It is with concern we now imdcrftand, that 
this orderhasbeendifregarded, to the great preju- 
dice of the rcYcmie, and injury of the company ; 
we therefore dived, that }ou will make llridten- 
<]iiirrwiioarc the trnnfgrcilbrs, and tranfmit to ii$ 
the names ot all fiich as have lent out money with- 
out obtaining the approbation of the miniflers, and 
contrary to the injunftions of the fclcdl committee. 
At the fltme time, it is our pofitivc refolution, 
that henceforward no Britllh fubjedts in, or out of 
the company’s fervicc, or their dependants, fliall 
lend money, unlefs upon refpondentia, at a higher 
rate of intcreft than twelve per cent, per annum ; 
and that fuch fums of money as has been lent at 
a higher intcreft, lhall be recalled on the nth 
day of April next, on pain of immediate difmif- 
fion, and forfeiture of the company’s protedion ; 
of which refolution, wedireft you will make publi- 
cation in due form, taking the raott effedual fteps 
to fee it ftridtly obeyed. 

We arc, Sir, 

Dee. 30. Your humble fervants.” 

1766, 


Copy 
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j^opy of ihe 50th Paragraph of the general Letter 
to Bengal, dated the 23d of March, 1759. 

You did very right in forbidding Pairopeans 
holding the farms of any lands, towns, or villagtSj 
without tne company’s boundaries; nor do vve 
nnich approve of it within our own junfdidVion : 
however, as it fometlmes may poflibly prove of 
public advantage to have monied men, not in 
our (ervice, to be competitors, we do not lay you 
under reflriftlons as fuch perfons ; but wc abfo- 
lutely and pofuively forlld our covenant fervants 
hokling any lands, towns, or villages, dircdly 
or indiie(ttly, ciihor within or without our jurif- 
diction, or be lincrelled in any cuntrafts with the 
company •, for lucn lhall aliuredly forfeit our fer- 
vicc : our reafons for this rellrainc mull be fo ob- 
vious, that an explanation is unneceffary. We are 
further to remark, that the late troubles at Tclii- 
cherry, which proved almoft fatal to that fcttle- 
ment, took rife from a difpute with our lingulfc 
and the prince of that country, relative to lands, 
he, the lingiiift, hekl at Mount Dilly *, therefore 
Ihould any of the natives or Inhabitants who hidd 
polls in Calcutta, or under our proledlon, puHefs 
territoiies without our limits, they arc, in all dif- 
ferences which may aiile with rcfpidt to fuch pro- 
perty, to fettle them as Indians, but under no 
ianc^-fion as fubjeds to the company ; for it is our 
politive dirotHion, that the alLirs of fuch perlons 
ihall not cmbanals or involve ours. 


Extract 
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ExtraftufPu gericni! Letter of the Court of Direct 
lors, to Fort* William, dated 13 March, 1761. 

A judicious management and improvement of 
our new-acquired lands wc mud drongly recom-i 
mend to your mod ferioiis confideraiion ; it is a 
very extenfive objcdl; great circumfpeAion, vL 
gllance, afliduity, and integrity, muft be cxer- 
cifed, or we may fuiFt-r Very heavily, either 
through negleft or mifeonduft. Perufc our fen- 
timents upon this fubjedt, In our letter of the ift 
of April, 1760, and compare them with the rules 
and regulations laid down before our faid letter 
reached Bengal ; neither can it be in any degree 
perfeft ; they may ferve as outlines to a plan which 
obfervation and experience may alter and amend 
for our benefit. Wc therefore now revoke all re- 
ftridtions, and if you are perfedlly fatisfied, that 
no ill conveniences can arife from our fervants 
farming any part, we (hall not objeft to it ; but, 
then, aflign yourreafons for our obfervation. Th^ 
divifion of thofe lands into fingle lots, and felling 
them at public auftion, in the prefence of the go- 
vernor and council, are rccommendable and judi- 
cious fteps ; could they hereafter be farmed out in 
fmaller lots, our revenues, yye apprehend, woul4 
be greatly Cncreafcd.’* 


Extradl 
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Extradk of the Company’s Letter to the 

Committee at Bengal, dated the rrthofMay, 
1766. 

“ Wc ha-ve on a former oc-caCon, in our lat- 
ter of the i-i^thot M-rvli. 1761, paragraph 57, 
permitted our fervants lo lid at the public faie .1 
the Calcutta landb ; but wc could not conceive 
fuch an indulgence ctMild ever be conltruccl to a 1- 
mir lervants employed in the collection of tiic revc* 
nues ot a province, to (elect out r:'.c moft prcolta- 
b!e lands tor themlelvcs ; for lucli is the light in 
which tins traulaftion appears ic i;s : and it is one 
more IbikiVi;'!; proof of tlie general corruption with 
which ail ranks were tainted, and ot the ill ufe that 
has been made of every indulgence. \Ve dire&a 
ftritt fcrutiny into this diair ; and i^it proves true, 
that you will make a proper exuu.ule of the offen- 
ders, by dlfmiffng ihern our fervice* 

This tranfjcUon convinces us ol the neceffity of 
fhurting the doors 10 abules ; and we tln-n-fore po- 
fitivcdy order, that no covenanted li rvant, or 
Englilhman refiding under our protedlon, lljall 
be liifferctl to hold any Inpul fov his own acconnr, 
dirt-dtly or indirectly, in his own name, or that of 
others, or to be concerno'd in any farms or reve- 
nues whatfocvi’r. 

The committee of fecrecy finding in the dif- 
patches lately received liy the court of direftors 
from the prefident and counril nt Fort-William, in 
Bengal, leveral important matters ri i nesting the 
revenue of Bengal and Bahar, which appears to 
thorn highly worthv the attention of the Koufe in 
VoL. IV ' Ff the 
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they tftlriliit rhefr 'duty torr-^ 
p6>t the fsitie to th^'Ho(ife| i{i addition >16 ehti 
report they ha\^ already rtfuJe Concerning the re* 
v^aiev of t hole provinces. r' " 'n; 

•*^A'ftd'yaur‘ Gdrhniittte find, 'that tHe court’ o#‘ di- 
r^’^ors having, by their letter to tb^prefiJent^aild 
couricil at Fort* William, dated the 28th of 'Augiill, 
1771, fignified th^jir determination to Hand forth 
as duan, and by the agency of thv* company*s ler*- 
vants, to take upon themlelves the entire care and 
management of the revenue^ ; and having, there- 
fore, authorifed and required the prefident and 
council to divert Mahomed Reza CawA, and every 
jierfon employed by him, or in conjunftion with 
him,, or ading under his inPiuence, of €ny further 
charge or direftion in the biifinels of the collec- 
tions, and having exprefled their confidence, that 
the prefident and council in the office of duan 
would adopt fuch regulations, and pnrfuc fuch 
mcafutes, as ftiould at once infure to the company 
every poffible advantage, and free the ryotts from' 
the oppreflions of zemindars and petty tyrants, 
under which they have' been fiitfcrcd to remain i- 
and having dircdecl them at the fame time to fub- 
fliiurc, in the place of Mahomed Reza Cawni/a' 
niinlftcr to tranfaft political affairs at the firca, ai^^d 
Co fdedt for that purpofe foinc j)crfons' well quali- 
fied for the affairs of government, and of wfiofe 
a^rnchment to the company's intereft •theyJ^'are 
well aflured, and tp recommend him to 
and tofuccccd Mahomed Reza Cawn as 
of the government, and guardian of the?'fial>db-is 
minority ; and to mak6 him att dnrtUaliihJto^^iiCO 
not exceeding three lacks of rupees. 
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deot'WdicOiiwil toqkithc faicl ortler into «K>(»fidera. 
tim mi i^a!tf0-re^^tive<i)VI?i!lOll^cc^,R<■7,aCawn from > 
theoSioe pf naib tluao for the. province of Bengal, 
and Shitabroy from the fame office for the province 
of.Bafeaii and iflued, at the fame time, a proclama- 
tion, at Mu, rfhafipbad Patna, advertifing the 

remoyaf of ,thofe officers, and of the, abolition cf 
the;,oiftiicc of naib du£tn of the province-^; and 
theydirefted the chief and council of revenue at 
Murihadabadj and thf chief and council at Patna, 
to take charge,, for the .prefent, of the office of 
dyan of jheir refpedive provinces, until a proper 
pian could be -fettled for the management of that 
important buftnefs ; and they have appointed 
Miinu Reguni, relief of the late nabob Jaffiat Aly 
Cawn, guardian of the nabob, and Raja Goor- 
dafti, the fon of M.dvarajah Nuncomar, diian .of 
the nabob’s houfehold, allowing to the laid Manu 
Begum a falary of 140,000 rupees per, annum; 
and to the faid P>.nja Goordals, for himfelf and 
officers, 100,000 rupees per annuoi* 

, And; your committee find, that the prefident 
have. In confequence of the before-mentioned or- 
ders, -made fevcral regulations for the future ma- 
nagement of the revenues, and of the Uhalla, or 
feperfor, , office of revenue, which regulations are 
contained in an extrad of the general letter from' 
the prefident and council, in the revenue depart- 
ntent, the ^td of Noveinber, 1772, and in the 
^dnfultations of the committee of revenue at Fort- 
WiHiam, of the . 14th and 28th of May.. 1772 ; 
ahd in -the proceedings.of the committee of citcuir, 
of tlie 28th of July, and aofh of Auguft, 1772, 
9 iti forming a plan for conducting the bufineis ot 
!, • ' 
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Ac feveral papers your coriimitt^e 

have thgvjght proper to; lay before ih«^ Houfe ia 
this report, and are as follows^, viz. . 

To the Honourable Court of Diredtors. 

Hon. Sirs, 

In our addiefs by the Colcbrook, dated the 
I3Ch of April lalt, we acquaiiHcd you with the 
ftate of your revenues in Bengal to that period ; 
fince which we have cloftd the account of the neat 
fcttlfinents and colltdions for the lalt Bengal 
year, a copy of which we now traninnit in this 
packet, brotn it you will pkafe to oblerve, 
that the total receipts, including Tome dedudions 
written off to profit and Icfs in rhe Murlbadabad 
treafury, amounted for lalt year to ficca rupees 
I5j726,576 : 10 : 2 : I ; fo that the balances 
for that year are now reduced to rupees 
1,240,812 : 7 : 15, a great pait of w'hich we 
fhall Itill hope to realize ; and we flatter ourfelves, 
that this redudion of the balances, and the com- 
parative view we hope you will take of the Bengal 
colltdions lor ihefe feveral years pafl, with thofe 
ot the lalt year, will fully fatisfy you as to the fa- 
vourable fuccclswe have met with in the colledion 
of the revenues. I’he Miirflvadabad books that 
will be cranlmittcd you by the next fhip, cotii- 
pktely balanced, will further elucidate the ftate- 
inent of the laft year’s revenue, which we have 
now the honour of inclofing. 

At 3 meeting of your council of the 30th of 
Augufl, it was unanimoufiy refolyed to adopt' the 

plan 
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plan propofad by our prefident and membersof the 
committee of^circuit atGoffimbuzafi for removirtg 
the ieatof the revenue bufinefs to the prefidencyi 
and fur putting this important branch of your af- 
fairs under- the immediate ' managefneht of your 
governor and council; in confequence of which 
we formed ourfelves into a. board of revenue the 
13th lilt, fi nee that time all affairs refpedting the 
cblledfions, or internal government of the pro- 
vinces, have been confined Iblely to this depart- 
ment; and we (hall henceforth addrefs you fepa- 
rately upon all matters which come under thefc 
heads. 

In order to give you a diflinft idea of this fub- 
jedt, and to make it the more complete, we fhall 
begin by recapitulating the moft: important mea- 
furcs that have been lately taken, and of which 
you have been in part advifed in our former 
letters. 

In our letter by the Nottingham, you were in- 
formed of our intention of letting the lands 
throughout the provinces in farms upon long and 
well-regulated leafes ; and we arc happy to re- 
fledf, that fuch a material and principal mode of 
conducing the collcdtions, fliould co-incidc fo 
entirely with your fentiments and orders on the 
fubjed:. After the moll: ferious and mature deli- 
berations on this point, we determined, in our 
proceedings of the committee of revenue, of the 
i4thofMay, to cftabliffi apian for fettling the 
feveral diftrids upon this footing, and for the 
future government of your coHcdions. This be- 
in^ the conftitutional ground-work of all our lub- 
fcquent mcafures, and*^ of the- fyftcm which we 

have 
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have fince attempted to build vpon it; we have 
thought it nccelTary foV yoUr ^^ore immediate at- 
tention, to tranfmit you a copy of it, as a- num- 
ber, 'in the packet, with oiirreafqns at 
adopting the regulations therein Iw down. 

Before we proceed further upon fhis fubjeCf, it 
may not be improper'to premife feme general re- 
marks on the ftate of the province at this junc- 
ture. c 

The dreadful effefts of the, famine which viBfed 
thefe provinces in the year 1770, and raged du- 
ring the whole courfeot that year, have been re^ 
gularly made known to you by our former advicas, 
and to the public by laboured delbriptinns, r in 
which every circumrtance of fadf, and eyeiy art of 
language have been accummulaied to raife compaf- 
Ijon, andtoexcitc indignation againlt your fervant.s, 
>vhofe unhappy lot it was to be the witnefles and 
fpeftators of the fufferingsof their fellow-creatures. 
'But its influence on the revenues has been yet bn*- 
noticed, and even unfelt but by thofe from w^bni 
it. is Gollefted ; for notwithllandmg the lot's of at 
lead one third of the Inhabitants of the province, 
and the cQnfcqucnt decreafe of the cultivation, ‘the 
net colleftions of the year 1771, exceeded evert 
thofe of 1768, as will appear from the folloWihg 
abftrabis of accounts of the board of revenue [si: 
Murlhidabad, for the four laft years'. 
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It was naturally to be expefted that the diminu- 
tion?. of the revenue (hould have kept an equal 
pace with the other coiilequences of fo great a ca- 
l^imity j that it did not, was owing to its being 
violently kept up to its former ftandard. To af 
certain all the means by which this was effefted, 
will nqt be cafy ; it is difficult to trace the pro- 
grefs pf the collcftions through all its intricate 
c[)annels, or even to comprehend all the articles 
which compofe the revenue in its firft operations. 
One tax, However, we will endeavour to deferibie, 
as it may ferve to account for the equality which 
has been preferved in the paft colledlions, and to 
which it has principally contributed. It is called 
naja, and is an alTelTment upon the aftual inhabi- 
tants of every inferior divifion of the lands, to make 
lipr*ihfe lofs luftained in the rents of t^helr neigh- 
bours. 
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hours, who are either dead, or have fled the coun- 
fry. This tax, though equally impolitic in its 
inflifution, and ojipreffivc in the mode of ev- 
ading it, was aiitliojii'ed by the ancient and n'c. 
ncral ufage of the counrr)'. It hati not the fine- 
tion of government, but took place as a mat- 
ter ot courle. In ordinary cafes, and while 
the lands wuc in a ftatc of cultivation, it was 
fearcely felt, and never, or rarely complained of, 
However irrcconcilcable to Arid jullice, it afford- 
ed a reparation to tlie llatc for occnfionai deficien- 
cies; it was a kind of feenrity againfl: defertions, 
by making the inhabitants thus mutually refpon- 
fibic for each other, and precluded the inferior 
colledorfrom availing himfclf of the pretext of 
iv.idcordefertcd lands, ro vvith-bold any part of 
his coiledions. But rhe liimc pradiec, which at 
.mother time, and under different circumftances, 
would have been bcncucial, becaiife, at this p liod^ 
an inlupp(>vyible burthen upon the inhabitants' 

1 he tux not being levied by any fixed rate, or 
dandarcl, !_-'l be.aiell upon the wretched furvi- 
vors of thofc tillages t inch had fuffered the 
greateft depopulation, and of courfe the moft en- 
titled to the lenity oi' governnit.nt. It had alfo 
this additional evil a’-tending it, in commoi. with 
every other variation from the regular pradicc, 
thar It afforded an opportunity to the farmers and 
Ihicdars to levy otliei contributions on the people 

upon colour of it; and cvmi to inr-nfe this to 
whateverm.gnifude they pleafed, finccthey were 
in courfe, the judges of tlie lof: fuflained, and of 
the proportion which the inhabiiuiUs were to pay 
to replace it. x j 


Com- 
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.Coj.T^pKint» ag^binft this grievance were univcr- 
ial throughput the province, and it was to be 
feared, that the continuance of it would be lb 
great a check to the intluitry of the people, as to 
impoveriili the revenue in the lafl: degree, when 
their fornicr favings, by which it was fupported, 
were gone. 

Though feven years had elapfed fince the com- 
pany became poffcllcd of the dewannee, yet no re-^ 
gular procefs had ever been formed for condud- 
ing the bulinefs of the revenue. Every zemindar 
and taalok was left to its own particular cuftoms. 
Thefe, indeed, wore not inviolably adhered to, 
the novelty of the bufinefa to thojb who were ap- 
pointed to fuperinrciul it, the chicanery of the 
people whom they were obligcil to employ as their 
agents, the accidental cxigencii.s of eachdilhdd, 
and not unfrcqucntly the jufl difeernment of the 
colleftor, occafioned many charges. Every charge 
added to the confuiion which involved* the whole, 
and few were either auchoriled, or known by the 
prefiding members of the government. The ar- 
ticles which compofe the revenue, the form of 
keeping accounts, the computation of time, even 
the technical terms, which ever form the greaten; 
part of the obfcurlty of every fcicnce, dificred as 
much as the foil and the produdions of the pro- 
vince. This confufion had its origin in the nature 
of the former government. The nazims exaded 
what they could from the zemintlars, and great 
farmers of the revenue, whom they left at liberty 
to plunder all below, referving to ihcmfelvcs the 
prerogative of plundering them in their turn, 
when they were fuppofed to have enriched iheu> 
VoL. IV. G g fclves 
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ftilvos wjfh the fpoils of the country* ^ The mutt 
f^leddces w^io flood between the nazim and the 
zemindars, or between' them and the people, 
had each their icipe 6 tive flvarcs of the public 
wealth. [I'hefe profits were confiderccl as illegal 
^’tnbe;;2lerncnts, and therefore were taken with, 
every caution which could infurc iccrecy^ and 
being confequently fixed by no rule, dependant 
on the temper, abilities, or power, of each indi- 
vidual, for the aniount. It therefore became a 
duty to every man to take the moft cfie(^tual mea- 
(urcs to conceal the value of his property, and 
cjude enquiry into his conduft, while the zemin- 
dars and other land-lioldcrs, who had the advan- 
tage of long pofleffions, availed themfelves of it 
by complex divifions of the lands, and intricate 
jiiodcs of collection, to perj)]e;>: the officers of the 
government, and confine the knowledge of the 
rents to themfelves. It will be cafily imagined, 
rhnt much of the current wealth flopped in its 
way to the public trcafuiy, 

It is rather foicip^n l*oin the purpofe of this ex- 
pc'fii.ion,biit -00 a])j)chte to be remarked, that 
it was fortunate fuch a f) fieni did prevail, fince the 
cmbezzleinenrs which it covered preferved the cur* 
rent fp- cie of the country, and returned it Into 
circulation, while a great put pf the wealth re- 
ceived by the government was expended in the 
country, and Guta final! fuperfluity remained for 
remittances to the court of Delhy, where it was 
ioll for ever to this province. 

Tp the original defeciis inherent in the conftifu; 
don of thefe provinces, were added the unccjual 
unfettlcd goveinmenc of them^ Since they 
■ ■ ' ' be. 
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Became oiif property, ^ pai;t of tlie iandg 
weife before in Wf po(fctebn, Tuch as Burdwan,i 
Micltia’^ore, and Chittagong, continued lubje(S 
to the authority of their chiefs, who were iiijinc;. 
diatdy accountable to the prefidency. The twen- 
tv-foLif pergiinnahs granted by the treaty of 
Plaffcy, to ihc company, were theirs on a diffe- 
rent tenure, lacing their immediate property by 
the exclufion of the zemindars, or hereditary pro- 
prietors ; their rents were received by agents ap- 
pointed to each pergunn:ih, and remitted to the 
collector, who rcfidctl in Calcutta ; the reft of 
tItc province was for Ibmc tiivic entru{1.cd to thb 
joint charge of the naib Duan, and rcfident of the 
durbar, and afterwards to the council of revenue at 
Murlh'adabad, and to the fupcrvlfors who were 
accountable to that council. 'Fhc ad mi nift ration 
itfelf was totally excluded' from a concern in this 
brands of rlic revenue. 

' The internal arrangc’incnt of each diftrid! va- 
riecl no Ids than that of the whole province. 

• The lands fubjed to the fame collcftcrs, and 
intermixed with each other, were fonic held by- 
farm, fame fuperinteded by fliicd irs, or agents 
on the part of the colledor, and fonv* left O) the 
zemindars or talookdars themfclvcs, u\ dor various 
degrees of controul. The firft were racked with- 
out mercy, becaufe the leafes w'ere but of a year's 
ftanding, and the faniier had no Intcreft or chcck^ 
to feftrain him from exaftlng more than the land 
could bear ; the fccond' wei*e e'qually drained, 
and their rents embezzled, as it 'was riot pofliblc 
for irhc'collcftor, with the greateft degree ofatten- 
lion oirhis party tb clctf^df, or preveftt it ; the lat- 
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tei", it may be fuppofed, wer6 not excepted from 
the general corruption? if they were, the other 
lands which lay near them would fufterby the mi- 
gration of their inhabitants^ who would naturallv 
feek refuge from oppreflion in a milder, and more 
equitable government. 

The adminlllration of jufticc has fo intimated a 
connection wdth the revenue, that we cannot omit 
the mention of it, while we are treating of this 
fubjed: in a general view, although we have al- 
ready given our fentiments upon it at large in 
another place, to which we fhall beg leave to 
refer. 

The fecurity of private property is the grenteO 
cncourngement to induitry, on which the weabh 
of every Itate depends. The limitation of the 
powers annexed to the magiftracy, the fupprclUo!) 
ol every nfurpation of them by private authority . 
niul the facilitating of thcaccefsto juftice, weri 
the only means by which fuch a fecurity would 
be obtained. But this was impoflible under the 
circiimftanccs which had hitherto prevailed. 
While the nizamut and the devvannee were in dif- 
ferent Ijiinds, and all the rights of the former 
were admitted, the courts of jufticc, which were 
the foie province of the nazim, though conltituicd 
for the general relief ot the fubji Cls, could receive 
no information. The court and officers of the niz:i' 
mut were continued, but its efficaev was do- 
proved by the ruling influence of the dewannee. 

I he regular courfc of juflicc was every where fr.*- 
])cndcd, but.everymanexcrcifed it, who had the 
power of compelling others to liibmit to his.> dc* 
cifioiis. The people were opprefled, they woic 

dif- 
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difcouraged, and difablcd from improving the 
culture of their lands, and in proportion as they 
had their demands of individuals to gratify, they 
were prevented from difeharging what was legally 
due to government. 

Such was the date of the revenue when yonr 
commands were received by the Lapwing, and 
happily removed the diflicultics which had hither- 
to oppofed the introduction of a more perfeCt 
f\ Item, by abolilhing the office of naib duan, and 
nuthorifing your adininiftration to affume openly 
the management of dewannee in your name, with- 
out any foreign intervention. 

In the execution of thclc your intentions, the 
points which claimed our principle attention, as 
will appear by the above defeription, were, to 
render the accounts of the revenue fimplc and 
intelligible, to cftabliili fixed rules for the collec- 
tions, to make tlie mode of them uniform in all 
parts of the province, and to provide for an ccpial 
adminidration of jullice. In the deps wc have 
already taken, wo have laboured to attain thefc 
ends ; with what fuccofs will be feen hereafter. 

The regulations which we have before men- 
tioned being completed, and the committee of 
circuit appointed, confiding of the governor, 
Meffieurs Middleton, Dacrcs, Lawrcll, andCyra- 
ham, v\’C pubiiOicd our intentions of farming all 
the lands of the province of Bengal in Icafcs of 
live years, and invited all perfons to make pro- 
pofals. 

The committee fird proceeded to Kifliennagur, 
and.there entered on the fcttlcmenc of the didriCts 
of'Nuddea. Thcpropofals which were there de- 
livered 
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livered to them were cxpreffed 5n Va’gile ahd * 
Wiccrtain a manner, and differed fo widely front 
one another in form, that it was impoffible t& 
make a comparifon, or to afeertain the proper- 
tionitblc amount of eachj and the few only that 
were intelligible, contained very low and difad- 
vantageous terms* The committee were there- 
fore of opinion, that thofe offers diould be rc- 
jeded, and that the lands fliould be put up at 
public audion, though . contrary to the original 
intention. To remove all obthcles that might 
prefent themfelvcs from an uncertainty in the bid- 
ders, with refped to the more minute articles of 
the collc61:ions, and the grounds on v^hich thefet* 
tlcmcntwas to bceftablilhcd between the fanner 
and cultivator ; the committee found it indifpen- 
fibly neceffary, before the falc -began, to form aii 
entire new huftabood, or explanation of the di- 
verfe and complex articles which were to conipoft 
the collcftions. Thcfe confided of the affall, or' 
original ground-rent, and a variety ’of taxes called’ 
aboals, which had been indiferiminately levied 
at .different periods by the goternment, the ze- 
mindars, farmers, and even, by the inferior col-' 
Icdors. One of thefe aboals we have explained 
above; many of them arc incapable of anyex- 
jdanation* 

After the committee h&d made a thorough ir- 
veftigation of the above articles of the revenue,' 
they propofcci to dedud fuch as 'appeared morf' 
oppreffive to the inhabitants, or of a late efta* 
blilhment, attbeliime time rderving thofe which' 
tvere of long fiandiiig, and -had been chear/ully 
fubmitted to by the ryotts, theft boihg, in fad^ a! 

I - confiderablc 
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coTifiderablc ptirt of the noat rents. Among the 
former Were the duties arbitrarily levied by the 
ifomindars and farmers upon all goods and necef- 
faries of life jnlTing by water through the interior 
parts of the country. The razee jumma, or fines 
for^ petty crimes or mifdcmcanors, were alfo agree- 
ably to youu humane and equitable fpirit of your 
orders, totally abolifhed, as well as the haldarry, 
ov tax upon marriage, which yielded a trifling 
revenue to the government, was very injurious to 
the ftatc, and could tend only to the difcoiiragc- 
ment and dccreafe of population, an objed: at all 
times of general importance; but more elpf’ci;] lly 
at this period, from the great lofs of inhabitants 
which the country has fuftained by the late fa- 
mine, and the moryity which attended it. 
Thefe fevcral deftrudti'ons in favour of the na- 
tives, although the immediate caufe of decreafing 
the rent-roll, will, doubtlcfs, in time, be pro- 
dudivc of the moft falutary cfFeds, as they tend 
to encourage the nianufacnircrs and trade of the 
country, to retrieve the lofs of inhabitants, to 
free the people from vexatious profeenrions, and, 
by promoting the general cafe of the country, 
virtually to fupport and improve its revenue. 

In order to feciirc the inhabirunts in the quiet 
pofleflion of the lands, whiill: they held them on 
tcjrfns of cultivation, and to prevent fuch exac- 
tions as afore-mentioned in future, the committee 
formed new amulnamasj, or leafes, in which the 
claims upon the ryotts were prccifcly and di- 
ftiudly- afeertained, and the farmers reftrided 
makipg ftny further demands under the fevereft 
pepalljc?. Xq this end, and to . > prevent the' 
‘ : 1 . ' farn^ers 
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fanners from eluding this redriclion they vvrro 
ordered to grant new portiihs, or deeds, to rhe 
ryotts, the form of which was drawn out by the 
committee, and made public, fpccifying the con- 
ditions on which they were to hold their lands, 
the feparate heads or articles of the rents; and 
every encouragement was contained in them to 
cultivate the waftc ground on a moderate an‘d in- 
creafing rent. 

Another principal objeft which the committee, 
was to reduce the charges of collection as low as 
po/Tible, from a convidtion, that the retrench- 
ment of improper and uimcccffary cxpenccs opens 
a fourcc of increafe of revenue, the mod eligible, 
beenufe the moft confident with the cafe of the 
inhabitants. For this ppr]H)fc, we have formed 
an uniform and regular cAiblillimcnt for all the 
ncccffary charges to be incurred in the cutcher- 
ries of the fcveral didridts, under pofitivc redrie- 
tions, that they fliall not be exceeded without our 
being previoufly advifed. This, we doubt not, 
ivill 'be a great faving to the honourable company, 
as it will be an cdldtuiil means of preventing in 
future all fupcrfiuous and unncceflary difburf:- 
menrs ; and we think, we may venture to pro- 
luifc, tlv.it this article will be duly attended to, as 
it will be aliiKydihe only care of the creditor to 
prevent every dcvieolon from it in the account-, 
which arc to pad his infpcdticn. 

After thefe previous deps were refolvcd on, the 
lands of Kifhcnaagur were put up to public auc- 
tion, and a final fcttlement was made for five 
years on an accumulating increafe ; for the parti- 
culars of which we mud beg leave to refer /6u to 

the 
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tlie pfocccclings of the committee which are now 
tranlniiftcci. 

During j:he courfc of the falc at Kiflicnnagiir, 
the rajar of that place, gave in propofals for farm* 
ing the whole diftrift, which leads us to the fol- 
lowing general obfervations on the fubjeft of the 
zemindars and talookdars, in the province of 
BengaJ. 

Where it can be done with propriety, the in- 
iTufting the collections of the diftrids to the he- 
reditary zemindars, would be a meafure wc would 
be very willing to adopt, as wc believe the peo- 
ple will be treated with more tendernefs, the 
rents more improved, and the cultivation more 
likely to be encouraged ; the zemindars Icfs lia- 
ble to failure or dcficieneies than the farmer, from 
the perpetual incercil which the farmer hath in the 
country, and becaufe l.is inheritance cannot be 
removed ; and it would be improbable he would 
rlfqucthc lofs of it b\ doping from his dlftriL^, 
which is too frequent Iv pradifed by a fanner 
when he Is hardly prelied for the payment of his 
balances, and as fiequeiuly pre-defermined when 
lie receives his farm, 

V\hth refped to ihc tahxikdarries and inconfi- 
<]cral)le zcmindarics, which formed a part of rhe 
im/Zon /elahs, or diflrids, whivh paid their 
runs immediately to the general ciiieiu rry, at 
Murllnidabad, as well as many others of the fame 
kind in diflerent parts of Bengal, all arguments 
have been weighed, whether in favour ofthe jufl 
claim government has upon their lands for a re- 
venue adequate to their real value, or of the ze- 
mindars and talookdars in fupport of their rights 
You IV. H h and 
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and privileges, grounded upon tbc pofleflion of 
regular grants, a long ferios of family fucceffioa 
and fair purchafe. Thefe being duly (jonfidercd, 
there occurred to us only the two following 
modes which could be purfued in making their 
fettlements, The firft was, to let their lands to 
farm, to put the renters in entire pofleflion and 
jiuthority over them, obliging them to pay each 
zemindar or talookdar a certain allowance 
for the fubfiftcnce pf hitnfelf and family. 
The iecond was, Po fettle with the zemindars 
themfelyes on the footing of farmers, obliging 
them firfl: to enrer into all the conditions of a 
larmer’s leafe : fccondly, to pay the fame revenue 
that could be expefted from farmers ; thirdly, lo 
give rcfponfible fecurities ; apd fourthly, to ad^ 
init a referve in favour of government, for ma-. 
king, during the courfe of their aftual leafe, an 
extrad huttabord, (valuations from accounts) or 
a meafiiremcnt of their poflfcflions, in order to af- 
certain their true value at a furnre fettleiuent, 
fliould the prefent accounts be found fallacious, 
or concealments fufpeded. We have allowxd a 
degree ot weight to the arguments of the zemin- 
dars and talookdars in favour of ihcir plea of 
right, which, by adopting the firfl^mode of fet- 
tlement, would, doubtlefs, be expofed to rilk ; 
for as the authority.given to farmers would reduce 
the prelent incumbents to the level of mere pen^ 
fioncrs, and greatly w'caken their claims as pro- 
prietors, fo, in the courfe of a few long leafes, 
their rights and titles might, from the defigns of 
the farmers to eftablilh theinfclves.in their eflates ; 
tjip death pfthc old inheritors, apd the fucetflion 
. . of 
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of liilrtors, be involved in fuch obfcurity, doub.tsy 
and controverfy, as to deprive them totally of 
their inheritance. To expdfe the zemindars and 
talookdars to this rifle, is neither confident with 
our notions of, equity, nor with your orders, which 
diredl, that we do not by any fudden change, al- 
ter the donftitution, nor deprive the zemindars, 
&.C. of their right, ancient privileges, and im- 
nninitics. Another argilmerlt dtawn from the 
conduit naturally to be expeited from the ze- 
fiiindars and talookdars, weighed ftrongly with 
ns, and proves an objedion to adopting the firfl: 
mode. From a long continuance of the lands in 
their families, it is to be concluded, they have 
riveted an authority in the diftrid, acquired an 
afccndancy over the minds of the ryotts, and In- 
gratiated their affedions. From caufes like thefe, 
if entire depreviation were to take place, there 
Could not be expeded lefs material efFeds than all 
the evils of a divided authority, prejudice to the 
tevenue, and defertion and dcfolation to the lands ; 
whereas, from continuing the lands under the 
management of thofe who have a natural and per- 
petual intereft in their profperity, provided their 
value is not of too great an amount, folid advan- 
tages may be expeded to accrue. F.vcry confide- 
ration then fways us, where it can be done wdtii ' 
the profpedt of the advantage before mentioned, 
to adopt the fecond mode in fettling with the in- 
ferior zemindars and talookdars ; firft, art equi- 
valent revenue may be thereby obtained, with 
fecurity for its punftual payment ; fecondly, the 
converting them into farms, ellablifhes the go- 
vernment’s right of putting their lands on that 

f«oting 
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footing whenever they fliall think proper, the 
of which miift conllantly operate to enfurc their 
good behaviour and good management ; thirdly, 
the clanfe of ferutiny, to which they are fubjec- 
ted, will alfo have the fame tendency, at the fame 
time that it may be llridly put in force where 
there is caufe to fufpeft concealments, or a pro- 
fpedt prefent itfelf of cncreafe to the revenue. 

Agreeable to thefe ideas, the committee at 
Kiihenagur exempted the fevcral talooks in that 
diftrid: from the public fale, as the pofleffors en- 
gaged to abide by fuch a fettlemcnt as Ihoiild be 
deemed equivalent and juft ; and an exaft valua- 
tion was accordingly made of their lands. It was-, 
however, found, that the terms offered by the 
zemindars of Kifhenagur, as before merftioned, 
were not equivalent to the expcdlaiions the com- 
mittee had rcafon to entertain* from the public 
auiftion of the fevcral farms ; and faith of govern- 
ment having been already engaged to fuch far- 
mers, whofe offers had been fornwrly accepted : 
,for thefe reafons, joined with the well kimwn, 
fubtle, and faithlefs charafter of the zemindar, it 
was determined tarejed his propofals, and to give 
the preference to the offers of the farmers, which 
were more advantageous to government. 

The fettlement of Kifhenagur being concluded, 
a fixed dewan was chofen by the committee, to be 
joined with the colledor in the fuperlntcndcncy of 
the revenues, conformable to our eftablifhed re- 
gulations before referred to, and inflruiliorts were 
accordingly given him for his guidance.- 
' Wc have been thus explicit in relating the 
tranfadlions of Kifhenagur, both as thefe •will 

fcrve 



t 1 

ferve to point out the various effefts of Cur pre- 
vious determinations, as well as the motives v,^hich 
gave occafion to ihofe which were fuper-added by 
the committee, from local or general obfervati- 
ons ; and to convey an idea of the plan, ou 
which the fettlement of the whole province will 
be formed, of which that of Kilhenagur may be 
regarded as the model. 

The province of Radfhahy, and the Huzzor 
Zclahs, were taken next into confideration, and 
the fame regulations cftablilhed previous to theyr 
fettlement, as at Kiftienagur; public advertife- 
ments being made for receiving propofals for the 
farming the different ''purgunnahs in Radlhahy^ 
and a proper time limitted for their delivery. 
The terms given in for the whole of the weftern 
divifion were examined, and the offers of the 
farmers and zemindars accurately compared. 
Thofe of the latter were found more advantageous 
to government ; a fettlement for five years was 
accordingly concluded with the Ranny Bowanny, 
the zemindar of that diftriil, whofe fubftance, 
credit, and charafler, rendered the conditions of 
her offer the more defirable, efpecially as ihe 
confented to the committee’s plan of fubdividing 
the lands in fourteen lots, or farms, and engaged 
to dcpofit the farmers caboolcats, or agreements, 
as a collateral fecurity with her own, for the punc- 
tual payments of her rents. No other propofals 
being given in for the earneft divifion of rhe Rad-* 
fhahs, it was in like manner farmed to the zemin- 
dar, whofe knowledge of, and long-eftabliftied 
reputation in the country, enabled her to make 

more 
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more advaiifageous offers for this alfo, tAdn any 
other perfon ; and we doubt not, but we fliall 
realize the whole of the revenue from rhefe 
important and cxtenfive diftrids, which will 
receive an additional advantage, befidcs a vc- 
duflion of the cxpcnccs of the collct^ions, in 
being thus united under their hereditary and an- 
cient proprietors. 

The l iu/zor Zelahs, and the inferior zemin- 
darics and talooicdaiies, bordering on Murlha- 
dabacl and Radflialiy, were allb fettled on the 
fame plan, a preference being always given lo 
the offers of hereditary polfclfors, as before ob- 
ferved. But as it would take up too much of 
your time to defeend to a minute detail of thefc 
numerous fettlements, we muft take the liberty 
of referring you to the proceedings of the com- 
mittee of circuit : you will therein notice, that 
we have appointed five additional collcdfors to 
fuperintend the revenue of thofc diftrids. It 
was with fomc relu(^>ance, we found ourfelves 
under the neceflity of encreafing the number 
of thefe appointments ; they are rendered una- 
voidable by the intricacy of thofc parts of the 
Huzzor Zelahs, which have been thus diftributed 
among them ; but we hope, that the liberty 
which we have given the farmers, who may be 
fo difpofed, to pay their rents immediately to 
the fiidder, or head cutcherry, will in time en- 
able us to reduce thofc eftablifliments. 

In the interval of public bufinefs, the commit- 
tee were employed in deliberating on the fteps re- 
ferred to them, which were proj^Kr to be taken 

• foi 



for carrying into execution your late orders by 
the Lapwing; where you declare your intentions 
of Standing forth as dewan, by the agency 
of the company’s fervants to affume the entire ma- 
nagement of the revenues, leaving it to us to plan 
and execute this important work,” by adopting 
fuch regulations, and purfuing fuch meafures, as 
fliould at once enfure to the company every pof- 
fiblc advantage. 

The firfl: confidcration was, whether the board 
of revenue at Murfliadabad lliould be aboliflicd, 
and the bufinefs of its colleftions, in all its 
branches, put under the management of the mem- 
bers of your adminiftration at the prclidency ; and 
after allowing due weight to every argument that 
occured, we agreed unanimoiifly with the com- 
mittee, in the neceflity of this laft meafurc, 
which has accordingly been fince carried into exe- 
cution, Wc take the liberty o.f laying before you 
the grounds, upon we have ventured to make this 
alteration, in the flattering hopes that it will meet 
with your approval. 

As the adminiftration of juflice, and the collec- 
tion of the revenue, are by far the moll important 
objefts of the government, they certainly claim 
thefirft attention of your prefidcncyand council ; 
cfpccially at a time when fo many weighty mat- 
ters, intimately connedicd with them, are cii- 
trufted by you to our inveftigarion and judgment, 
and when the ftate of the country requires timely, 
well digefted, and fpirited meafures. Whilft the 
controuling and executive part of the revenue, 
and the correfpondcnce with the collcdlors, was 
Carriodon by a council at Murfliadabad, the mem- 
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bers of your adininiftration had not an Opportunity 
of acquiring that thorough and comprehenfiyc 
knowledge of the revenue, which can only rdult 
from pradtical experience : but as your lato Or- 
ders tend to eftablifh a new fyftcm, enjoin many 
new regulations and enquiries, which coujd not 
properly be delegated to a fiibordinatc council, it 
became abfolutely neceffary, that the bufinefs of 
the revenue fhould be conduced under immediate 
obfervation and dircdlion. 

This charge, we truft, will afford great relief 
to the inhabitants of the provinces, in opening to 
them a niore ready accels to juftice, infomuch 
that appeals from the deciiions of the inferior 
courts may now be made direftly to the prefi- 
dency, whereas formerly they were firft tranliiiit- 
ted to the council at Murihadabad, and from 
thence an appeal lay to us. 

Another good confequence, will be the great 
increafe of the inhabitants, and of wealth, in 
Calcutta, which will not only add to the con- 
fumption of our moft valuable manufadtnres, im- 
ported from home, but will be the means of con- 
veying to the natives a more intimate knowledge 
of our cuftoins and manners, and of rcconciliatir.g 
them to our policy and government. 

Befides the rcafons above urged, for the diffolu- 
tion of the council at Murihadabad, we mult beg 
leave to add this further argument, in reply to 
the objedtion which may polEbly be made to ir, 
^s repugnant to your commands of the 13th of 
June, 1769. We now conceive them, however, 
to be fuperfeded by your late orders, and the dif- 
cretionary powers you have gtven ns in yefor let- 
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ters, by the Lapwing. Neverthelcfs, wc flioiild 
have thought ourfelvcs indifpenfibly bound ro 
have adhered to the fpirit of them, as far as they 
could be made to coincide with the new fyftcm of 
the dewannee ; but we found them totally fub- 
verted by it. 

Whilft Murftiadabad remained the feat of your 
colledions, every confideration required the efta- 
blilhment of a council to fuperintend them, as it 
was a truft every way too great for an individual. . 

On thefe grounds alone, we prefume, your or- 
ders for forming fuch council at Murfliadabad 
and Patna, then framed : but when the office of 
naib Duan was abolilhed, and you had declared 
your refolution to place the coliedlions under the 
immediate charge of your own fervants, there re- 
mained no reafon for continuing that department 
of the revenue at fuch a diftance from the obfer- 
vation of your governor and council, and the re- 
moval of the colleftions to the prelidcncy, as it 
left us no bufinefs for an inferiorcouncil, of courfc 
rendered their continuance, and the charges at- 
tending fuch an cftablifliment, necdlefs. Wc 
will indulge ourfelves, therefore, with another 
hope, that an annual faving of fome lacks of ru- 
pees will be derived from this alteration; although 
we are well aware of the expence and inconveni- 
ences which ever attend innovations of all kinds, 
on their firft inftitution. 

As the reafons for the removal of the khalfah 
are treated on very largely in the proceedings of 
the committee of circuit, of the 28th of July, 
and contain many obfervations on the nature of 
the Revenue in general, which are too voluminous 
You IV. I i ro 



to be inferted in the body pf this letter ; we wlfh 
to recommend thclc to your particular attention. 

The plan which wc have formed for condii&ing 
the bufinefs cf the khalfa, or fuperior office or the 
collcdiions, will go in a number in the packet. 

The more reguiaf adniiniftration of juihee was 
alfo deliberated OR by the committee of circuit, 
and a plan was formed by them, which afrer^ 
wards met with our approbation. We cannot 
give you a betu r idei of the grounds on which 
this was framed, than by lefcrring you to a copy 
of it, together with a letter from the comriuttee 
to the board on the occnfion ; both of which 
makes numbers in this packet, and we earneftly 
recommend them to your pcrufal, requefting to 
be affifted with fuch farther orders and inftruc- 
tions thereon, as they may require for completing 
the fvftcm, which we have thus endeavoured to 
cfiablifli on the moil equitable, folid, and perma- 
nent footing. Wc hope they will be read with 
that indulgence, which, we are humbly of opi-» 
nion, is due to a work of this kind, undertaken 
on the plain principles of experience and common 
obfervation, t ilhout the advantages which an in- 
timate knowledge of the theory of law might have 
alibrded us, We have endeavoured to adapt our 
regulations to the manners and underftanding of 
the people, and exigencies of the country, ad- 
hering as clofely as we are able to their a'ncicnt 
ufages and inftitutions. It will be ftill a work of 
fome months, we fear, before they can be tho- 
roughly eilabiilhed throughout the provinces ; 
but we lliall think our labours amply recoin 
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if they meet with your approbatioh, a’nd 
are produdtive or the good cffcdts wc had in 
view* 

Our prefident returned to Calcutta, about, the 
middle of September ; Mn Middleton remained 
at Murftiadabad to take charge of his nppoint- 
rnents ; and the other three members of the 
mitree of circultj proceeded to Decen, where they 
are now employed in making the fettlcmcnt of 
that province and the adjacent dldrids, after 
which they will continue their tour to the re- 
maining divifions on the caftern fidcs of Bengal ; 
and we hope to tranfmit the f-irrhcr particulars of 
thedr proceedings, by one of the ihips of tliisfca- 
.fon, together with a complete liatcrneilt of your 
rcveniae for the following live years. 

Befulcs the general plan bcfcrc-nicntioncd for 
regulating the new fyltcni for conduding the rc- 
/venucs, and the fevera.l ocher points therein re- 
ferred to, the committee of revenue at the prefi- 
dency, compofed of the remaining members of 
your council, were employed in preparing the 
i'ettiemenfs of the dillrids of Hughlcy, Midna- 
pore, Beerbhoom, Jedbre, and the Calcutta 
lands, together Vv’ith the diftrids allotted to the 
committee of circuit, complete the whole of Ben- 
pb excepting Surdwan, where the lands arc al- 
ready let in larnis in leafcs of five years, which 
do not expire to the end of the Bengal year 1 1 82. 

In confequence of the public advertifements 
for making the fettlcmcilt of blughley, a number 
ot propofals for farming the lands were delivered 
in,^and after an exad ferutiny was made into 
them^ thofe which appearejd to be the moft ad- 
vantageous 
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vantageous to government were accepted. . It wa$ 
originally intended to let them in fmall farms, but 
ilie Oilers for larger lots being fo much higher 
than the others, we were tempted to prefer them, 
'rhere were likcwife many talookdaries and petty 
zeniindaries in this diflrid, the pofleflbrs of which 
rcj)rcfcntcd to us the length of time they had held 
their lands, and the wretched condition they 
would be reduced to, were they now to be..dcj)ri- 
ved ot them, ns they engaged to pay to govern- 
ment an incrcafed rent, in proportion to their 
value : wc were induced by the fime motives as 
ac^tuafod the committee ot circuit in find lar in- 
Itanccs, to continue to them their hereditary pof- 
fcfiions. In one or two of the j)crgunnahs, funic 
deduclions v/ere found ncccflhry to be made, on 
account of the particular degree in which they 
lulfcred by the late famine ; but a favourable in- 
creafe being added to the other pergunnahs, we 
have reafon to be fatisfied with the good luccefs 
which has attended the fettlcmcnt of Hughlcy, 
and irs dependencies. 

The fcttlemcnt of Rcerbhoom, BilTenpoor and 
Pneheah, has alfo been efll-fted upon an increa- 
hiig re\ cniie, on a plan firnilar to the other farmed 
lands. 

rhediflri^Ss of Jcfforc and Mahomed Shahy, 
are fettled on terms advantageous to government, 
as appears by the accounts'dclivcred in by Mr* 
Lane, a member of our board, who was deputed 
ro accomplifh that bufinefs ; and a full reprefent- 
tation of his proceedings is recorded in the con- 
lulrarions of the loth of Auguft. 


By 
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By the proceedings it appears, that the Cal- 
cutta lands have been completely farmed, but as 
fomc of the fanners have flown off from their 
engagements, and abfeonded, and the execution 
of the title deeds with the reft is delayed, we have 
hitherto been prevented from finally adjufting 
rhis’bufinefs ; we lhall therefore defer tranfrnit- 
ring a further fta.tement of thefe lands till the next 
fhip, as well as that ofMidnapore, the fettlcment 
of which is now in great forwardnefs. 

In puifuance of your pofitive injunctions, we 
have been endeavouring for fome time paft, to 
collect the fulleft information concerning the laJt 
bulinefs in Bengal, that wc may be enabled to 
form fuch regulations as fhall appear the beft 
calculated for fecuring the duties of government 
upon that article, and for the general benefit of the 
trade ; for our proceedings in thefe matters, as 
far as we have hitherto been able to effeCt, we re- 
fer you to the confultations now tranfmitted, and 
particularly to that of the 7th of Odlober ; and 
as this fubjeCt is one of the firft that will fall un- 
der our confideration, we expect in our next ad- 
vices to furnifhyou with a complete ftate of it. 

The Hughlcy difputcd balances of fait, which 
have been a matter of contention and difficulty for 
thrfc two years paft, we have at length happil/ 
adjiiftcd, as recorded in our proceedings of the ift 
ot October, 

The puflitebundy, or cuftom of Hughley, as 
Well as thofe of the pachetra at Murlhadabad, 
have not been let to farm, but continue to be col- 
lected by the officers of government, in order that 
no obftacle may occur in new modelling the 

fourcc 
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lonrce of your revenue, agreeably to your inftruci 
tioiis. At prefent we wpit for advices and further 
light from the committee oi circuit at Dccca, con- 
corning the fbawbundcr, or head cuftom-hoiifo i/i 
thatdiftrid, being furni/hed with thofe, we ftall 
proceed to form one general and uilifrn'm j)l:]n for 
the coiledion of duties, which will be duly traiif- 
inirtcd for your information. 

I’hc humane attention ihewn in yout commands 
ofthe qoth of June, 1769, and recommended in 
many of your letters fincc that date, to the rights 
of the zemindars, who have inherited land irom 
their unceftors, encoiivages os to folicit yourcora- 
paffion for the ancient proprietors of the twenty- 
four pergunnahs, or Calcutta lands, which i>ccame 
the company’s zcmindarics by the treaty of riaffe} ^ 
and from which they were con(li[iKntly difpol- 
fdfed. A finall part of thofc lands were before 
that time united with the zemindarks of Burdwrai 
and Nuddea, whole zemindars are amply provi- 
ded for. The other zemindars and talookdars 
have continued fince that time in a Hate of ex- 
treme iiidigencc ; fume of them have large land' 
lit s to maintain. It has been the ufual rule of the 
Mogul p^ov'ernmenr, when any zemindar was di- 
vclKd of authority, to allow him a lubfillancc out 
efthe rents of his zcmind.irv. proportioned to the 
annual income of it ; thih proportion commonh; 
lUTionnietl to one tenth : we would iK)t lecotU' 
mend ib large an allowance fn* ihcfe people ; uc 
are ])crfuadcd that they \will be coiUcnted with a 
mneli more moderate inconu*, and receive itwidi 
gracirudco As this indulgeiu.e has been extended to 
itil other zeniladars in l)oth tlic provinces, fmee 

they 
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th(>y were phccd under your government, we liave 
judged that this reprefentation of the c'd(c t)f thofe 
who alone have been excluded from it wou’d not 
be unacceptable to you. 

As the rcttlcment of the province of Bahar had 
been made for a term of years, and therefore liid 
hot require an immediate alteration, we lliall wait 
ro linilh the whole of our regulations in Bengal 
before wc attempt any innovations in that pro- 
vince. The only point on which wc think we can 
give you any previous intimation of our future 
proceedings in thofe parts, is, that we deem it 
proper to unite the collections with thofe of Ben- 
gal, and cflablifli the fame regulations in both 
provinces, as foon as we can do it with C(inve- 
nicncy, and without adding to our prelent embar- 
faffments. 

Wc arc, with great refpeCt, 

Honourable Sirs, 

Your mod faithful. 

Humble Servants, 

(Signed) Warner Haftings, &c/' 


Fort-William, May 14, 1772, 
At a Committee of Revenue. 

Read and approved the proceedings ot the loth 
inflaiy. 

It has always been refolved, in confultation of 
the 16th uliimo^ to let the lands of the province 
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in farms, and for long leafcs ; and this refolution 
has been communicated to the court of dircdlprs 
in the laft general letter* This, therefore, being 
the ground-work of our deliberations on the gene- 
ral meafures which are to be taken for the future 
fcttlcmcnt of the colledlions, it may not be im- 
proper in this place to affign the rcafons which 
have induced us to form thefe refolutions . 

There is no doubt, that the new mode of letting 
the lands in farm, is in every refpedt the moft eli- 
gible : it is the moll fimple, and therefore the bed 
adapted to a government conlVituted like that of 
the company which cannot enter into the derail 
and niinutia of the colleftions. Any mode of 
agency by which the rents might be received, is 
liable to uncertainty, to perplexed and inextrica- 
ble accounts, to an infinity of little balances, and 
to embezzlements ; in a word, both the intereft of 
rhe date and the property of the people mud be at 
the mercy of the agents ; nor is it an objed of tri- 
vial confideration, that the bufinefs of the fcrvice, 
already lb great, that much of it is unavoidably 
negiedod, would be thereby rendered fo volumi- 
nous, and the attention of the board fo divided, 
that nothing would be duly attended to ; the cur- 
rent affairs would fall into irrecoverable arrears, 
the refolutions upon them be precipitate and do- 
fultory, the authority of the government fet at 
nought, the power which it muff ncceffarily dele- 
gate to others w^ouldbc ahufed, and the, mod per- 
nicious confequenccs enfue, from the impoflfibility 
of finding time to examine and correft them : 
that fuch would be the cafe we wdth confidence 
affirm, fince wc already exj)eriencc the cxidehce of 

thefe 



ttiefe fe'vils ih {)art, from the great “enefeafe of 
flffairs, which' has devolved the charges df this 
rgovernmeht, and the want of a reduced 
ilo lefs than from a want of immediate infpcdioil 
• and execution. This is A point well worth the af- 
tendon of the board, in every' propofltion’ that 
rhay come before them as effentially relpedfingthe 
conftitution and general interefts of the company. 

To let the lands for long leafes is a necellary 
confeqiicilce of letting them : the farmer who 
holds his farm for one year only, having no intereft 
in the next, takes what he can with the hand of 
rigour, which even in the exccudon of legal 
claims is often equivalent to violence : he is under 
the neceffity of being rigid, and even cruel ; for 
what is left in arrears after the expinttion of his 
power, is at beft a doubtful debt, if ever recovera- 
ble': he will be tempted to exceed the bounds of 
right, arid to augment his income by irregular ex- 
adions, and by rucking the tenants ; for which 
pretence w^iil not be wanting, where the farms pals 
annually from one hand to another. What fliould 
hinder him? He has nothing to lofe by the de- 
fertlon of the inhabitants, or the decay of cultiva- 
tion : fome of the richell articles of tillage require a 
length of time to come to perfeffion ; the ground 
mull: be manured, banked, Watered, ploughed^ 
andfowed, or planted. Thcle operations aie be- 
gun in one fcafon, and coft a heavy expcnce, 
which is to be repaid by the crops ot the fuccecd- 
ingyear. What farmer will either give cncou- 
tagement or affiftance to a culture to which another 
is to /eap the fruits ? 
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The difcouragement which the tenant!. feel 
from being transferred every year to new land- 
lords, arc a great objedion to fuch Ihort kafes. 
They coiiiribirrc to injure the cultivation, and dif- 
pcopie the lands; they deprive the induflrious 
ryotts of thofe aids known by the appellation of 
tuccanbee, fo eflciitially neccflliry to enable him to 
purchafe cattle, feeds, and utenfib of hufbandry, 
which a more permanent farmer will ever find it 
his intcrefi: to fupply, as a means of promoting an 
encreafed cultivation ; and they of courfe prove an 
unfurmountablc obftaclc fo bringing into an arable 
ilatc, the immenfe trads of wade land which over- 
fpread this fertile country. 

The defeds of fliort leafes point out, as a nccef- 
fary confequence, the oppofitc advantages of long 
larms. 

From thefe the farmer acquires a permanent in- 
tcrell in his lands ; he will for his own fake let out 
money for aflifting his tenants, in improving lands 
already cultivated, and in clearing and cultivating 
waftc lands; he will notdarc to injure the rents, 
nor encroach in one year on the profits of the next; 
bccaufe, the future lofs which muft enfue from 
fuch a proceeding wall be his own ; the tenants 
will grow familiarized to his authority ; and a mu- 
tual attachment is more likely to proceed, from a 
long intcrcourfe between them, efpccially when 
their interefts are mutually blended, than from a 
new and tranfitory connedion which is ready to 
expire before it can grow into acquaintance. 

Such are the arguments which have occurred to 
us in fupport of the two points on which we have 

already 
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already dcternilnecl, namely, to difpofc of the 
lands to farm, and on long leafes. 

We are happy to refieft the commands of our 
honourable mailers, in many of their late general 
letters, but efpecially ftrongly inculcate the fame 
opinion,” 

The committee of fecrecy having in their laft 
report laid before the houfe certain regulations 
concerning the revenues, tranfoaitted by the lafl; 
Ihips to the court of diredors, -from the prefident 
and council at Fort- William, which contained 
alfo fome matters relative to the adnilnlftration of 
juftice in Bengal ; and confidcring it as one of the 
moil important objeds of their appointment, to 
report to the houfe an account of the Hate of ju- 
dicature in that country, as the neceffary ground- 
work for eftablifliing proper regulations for the 
future adminiftration of juftice ; they have endea- 
voured to colled the heft information on that 
fubjed ; the fubllance of which they now fubmk 
to the confidcration of th^ houfe. 

In this enquiry, the committee have not only 
perufed all the papers in the books and correfpon- 
dence of the company, which, as the fervants of 
the company intormed them, contain any thing 
material on this fubjed, but have all'o called be- 
fore them, and examined, fcvcral gentlemen, in 
whofe knowledge and experience they thought 
they might beft confide, in refped of the time of 
their relidence, and their fituar'ions in Bengal. 

In laying before the houfe the rcfult of this en- 
quiry, the committee purpofe to arrange it under 
the following heads, into which rhe fubjed feems 
naturally to divide itfclf ; fitil, 'i'hc Hate of the 

country 
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country judicatures throughout the province of 
Bengal, as they fubfifted under the ancient con- 
ftitution of the country : or, as they have been 
c(fe£l:ed or altered by the influence of the com- 
pany,' or its fervanrs. Secondly, The flate of 
judicature exifting in the fettlement of Calcutta, 
and in the faftories and diflrids depending upon 
it, partly derived from the confliturign of the 
country, and partly clhblilhcd by his majeflv's 
charters of juflicc. Thirdly, To ftatc to thg 
houfe fuch provifions as have been made by 
law, for the trial and piinifliment, in England, of 
offences committed by the company’s fervants in 
Bengal, to fpccify in what Inftances tliofc provi- 
lions have been attempted to be carried into execu- 
tion, with the rci'iili of the proceedings ; and to 
fubmit to the conlidcvation of the houTc fome cir- 
cumrtances, which appear to the committee greatly 
to obffnkT the efficacy oFany remedy in England, 
as the law on that fubjed is conffituted» 

Thefc fevcral heads appear to the committee to 
compromife every' point material for the coiifidc- 
ration of the houfe upon this fubjedV, 

. Under thefirft of thcFc heads, it feems to he a 
proper and ncceflbry introduction to explain, fo 
far as the committee have been able to learn, the 
ancient ftate of judicature in that country, during- 
the vigour of the mogUl government ; and to tra'.e 
the gradual changes in the ftate of judicature, frora 
the various troubles and revolutions that have 
lately occurred in that country : this will naturally 
lead the confideration of the houfe to its rnoft im- 
portant object, the alterations which have been' 
introduced in that fyftcm, by the influence or 

authority 
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authority, of the company, or its fervants ; ahcl* 
confcquently, the prefent fituation of judicature 
and jnfticc in Bengal. 

In examining, into the ancient conftitutions of 
judicature in Bengal, during the vigour of the 
Mogul government, the committee chiefly en- 
quired into the following points; the names and 
diftindtions of the fcveral courts ; the judges in 
each ; the laws and rules by which they decided ; 
under what controul of appeal they lay ; under 
what influence by the powder of the government; 
and, laftly, the purity or corruption that pre- 
vailed, as far as the committee have been able to 
difeover, in the adminiftration of jufticc in thefe 
courts. 

The committee find, from the general account 
given by the gentlemen examined before them, 
and alfo, from that contained in the books and 
correfpondence of the companv, that, according 
to the ancient copftitution of Bengal, the admini- 
ftration of jiiftice, both in the capital, and in the 
feyeral dl drifts, was diftributccl into fcvcral 
branches of judicature, from the exercife of crimi- 
nal, civil, religious, and revenue jurifdiftion. 

I'hc criminal court in every diftrift was gene- 
rally known by the name of the Phouzdary ; the 
zemindar, or rajah of the diftrift, w^as the judge 
of this court ; his jurifdiftion extended to all cri- 
minal cafes; but it appears to the committee, 
that in fuch as were of a capital nature, the fen- 
tence was not to be executed until a report of the 
cafe was made to the governor at Murlhadabad, 
and th(ar orders received upon it. The proceed- 
ings*of this court were fuinmary. The moft fre- 
quent 
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S ient mode of punifliment, particularly where 
c accufed was a man of wealth, was by fibe ; 
and every fine, impofed by authority of the court, 
was ajpcrquifite of the zemindar, himfelf, by vir- 
tue of his tenure of the lands ; the natural effefts 
of t;his circumftance, upon the fair adminiftration 
of juftice, appear to the committee to have been 
feverely felt, under the ancient conftitution of 
Bengal. 

The court of civil jurifdldion in every diftrift, 
was generally known by the name of the adawlat; 
the zemindar or raja of the province was the 
judge alfo in this court ; its judicature extended 
to all caufes between party and party : the judge, 
as a perquifite of his ofiice, was entitled to a 
chout, or fliare, of whatever was received in his 
court, which, as the committee have been in- 
formed, amounted to a fourth or fifth of the 
whole value. 

It appears to the committee, that this extraordi- 
nary circumftance in the conlUtutioii of that judi- 
cature, greatly affefted the confidence of the peo- 
ple in its juftice ; that parties were rcluftant to 
refort to that tribunal ; and that hence it has long 
been a prevailing pradicc in Bengal, to refer mat- 
ters of controverfy to arbitrators chofen by the 
parlies. 

It appears to the committee, that thefe judica- 
tures were not guided by any regular fyftcm of 
law ; that the khoran as the only code, and its 
commentators the only authorities allowed in that 
country; that where thefe afforded no rule ofde- 
dfion, the cuftotti and ufage of the country, if 
Applicable- to' the Cafe, ’were the proper guide; 
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b;it that the rules derived from thefe fources were, 
in general very loofe and uncertain ; and that the 
neceflary confequence of fo imperfeft a fyftcm of 
law, rendered the exercife of qriminal and civil ju- 
dicature in Bengal, in a great meafurc difcrc- 
tionary. 

The witnefles examined by the committee did 
not entirely agree, with refped to the right.of ap- 
peal from the provincial courts of Phouzdary and 
Adawlat, to the refpedive courts of the fame na- 
ture at the capital ; but moft of thegentlenien in- 
formed the committee, that fuch appeal certainly 
lay ; they all concurred in informing the commit- 
tee, that the power of government often inter- 
fered in the proceedings of the courts ofjuftice; 
that the general courfe of application for redrefs 
againft any proceeding of the court of juftice, waa 
to the power of government, efpecially when the 
party found himfelfin a fituation to expeft its 
favour and protection ; and that the government, 
upon fuch occafions, not only excrcifed a difcrc- 
tioiiary power over the proceedings of the courts, 
but frequently ^avc fuch remedy, or infliCted fuch 
punifliment, as they thought proper, without the 
intcrpolition of any judicature. 

It appears to the committee, that the want of 
fubordinatc jurifdiCtion in different parts of the 
zemindary diftriCts, was attended with much 
hardfliips to the lower clafs of people ; that fuch 
of them only as lived in the neighbourhood of the 
feat of judicature could have accefs to thefe tribu- 
nals, and that even to thefe, the expences attend- 
ing fuits in the courts, were almoft an entire cx- 
clufion of the poffibility of obtaining juftice by 
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Uw. That, on the other hand, the principal pcN 
fons in the fevcral diftrifts could feldom be 
brought under the authority of the courts, and 
i^vhcn they fubmitted to them, were able to defeat 
theirjuftice by means of their influence with go- 
vernment. 

The committee found it the general fenfe of all the 
accounts they have received refpedtingthefe courts. 
That the adminiftration of jullice, during the vi- 
gour of the ancient conftitution, was liable to great 
abufc and oppreflion; that the judges generally lay 
under the influence of intcreft, and often under 
that of corruption; and that thcinterpofition of go- 
vernment, from motives of favour or difplealure, 
was another frequent caufe of the pcrvcrfion of 
juflice. 

One material circumftance, that muft have 
greatly tended to encourage the abufe of this ju- 
dicature in thefe courts, appear to the committee 
to have been the want of any judicial regiftcr of 
their proceedings ; fo that there could not cxift 
any authentic document of their proceedings, to 
be the fubjed: of view to any fuperior authority. 

Caufes refpeding religion, appear to have been 
diftinguilhed from the ordinary courfe of judica- 
ture ; queftions of this nature were not trufted to 
the judgment or difcrction of the temporal judges; 
in every fuch cufc, the judge before whom the 
queflion depended, was obliged to call in the af- 
fiftance of the cazee of the dill rid, and even tofub- 
luit to his authority in the decifion of the caufe. 
And the committee find, that the gentoo fubjeds 
enjoyed a fimilar privilege, with refped ta all 
cafes of religious nature, in which perfons of that 

perfuafion 
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perfuafion were parties ; for timf, in everj’’ fiTcIi 
cafe, it was ncccflkry that the temporal judge 
fliould be aflifted by a bramin of the call;, particu- 
larly where the caufe was of fnch a nature as might 
be attended with the confequence of forfeiture 
of caft. 

The committee find, thit all the caufes re- 
fpedting the revenue, or the rents of the land, were 
under the cognizance of a peculiar court in every 
diftridt : it appears, that formerly the zemindar 
or rajah held the authority of the judicature alfo : 
but Mr* Sykes informed the committee, that, for 
fome years before the acquilition of the devvannee, 
this jurifclidfion of the zemindar had gone into 
difufe, and had fince been cxcrcifed by the naib 
‘Duan, appointed in every difirict l>y the princi- 
pal Duan at Murfiiadabad, that ilfis officer deci- 
ded in all caufes of revenues ; bur that appeal lay 
from his decifions to thfe principal Duan. 

With refpedt to the courts ellablifiied at the ca- 
pital, the committee apprehend, that they could 
not prefent to the houfe, any account fo fatisfac- 
rory as that which is contained in a letter lately 
received by the court of dircdlors from the gover- 
nor and council of Fort-William, dated the 3d 
of November, 1772 ; and committee have in- 
ferted an extract thercor, fo far as it relates to the 
fubjeft of the adminifirarion of jufiicc, together 
with the plan therein propoffidfor that purpofc, 
being of opinion that it contains materials of great 
importance, and deferving the ferious confidera- 
tion of thehoufe. Upon the prefent fubjevft of 
the courts eftabliflied by an ancient conftitution 
at . the capital of this province, the committee 
Vot. IV. L 1 think 
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think it proper to abftraft very Ihoftly, the prin- 
cipal fubftancc of the account given at large of 
thefe courts, in the letter of the committee of cir- 
cuit to the council of Fort-William, tranfmitted in 
the above-mentioned letter to the court of di- 
reflors. 

According to that letter, the courts are as fol- 
lows : The nazim, as fupreme magiftrate, prefides 
perfonally in the trials of capital offenders, and 
holds a court every Sunday, called the Roy Adaw- 
lat ; crifties not capital are tried before the phouf- 
dar, but reported to the nazim for his judgment 
and fehtence. 

The duan is the proper judge of all caufes re- 
lating to real eftates or property in lands, but fcl- 
dom exercifes this authority in perfon : the darogo 
adawlat, dewannee, or deputy of the duan, excr- 
cifes this jurifdidion. 

The darogo adawlat al Aalca is the judge of all 
cafes of property, except thofc which refpe<it 
land and inheritance ; and alfo takes cognizance of 
quarrels, frays, and abufivc names. 

The cafee is the judge in all claims of inheri- 
tance and fucceffion, alhffed by the muftee, who 
is the expounder of the law ; and alfo by the 
mohtefib, a magiftrate whofc immediate duty is 
to fuperintend the weights and meafures, and 
other matters of police. The manner of pro- 
ceeding in the cafee’s court is, that after hearing 
the caufe, the muftee writes the fettiva, Or law 
applicable to it, and the cafee pronounces judg- 
ment accordingly ; unlcfs he, or the mohtefib, 
difapproves of the fettiva ; in which cafe^ the 
caufe is referred to the nazim, who fummons the 

illafiJ, 
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Illafs, or general affembly, confiding of the ca- 
zee, &c. and all the learned in the law, to meet 
and decide upon it, whofc declfion is final. 

Such appears to the commitec to have been the 
fyftem of judicature, eftabliflied by the ancient 
conftitution of Bengal; but the committee cannot 
conclude this part of the fubjed without obferv- 
ing, That, fo far as they are able to judge from 
all the information laid before them, the fubjeds 
of the Mogul empire in that province, derived 
little protedion or fecurity from thefe courts ; 
and that, in general, though forms of judicature 
were eftablifhed and preferved, the defpotic prin- 
ciples of the government rendered them the inr 
ftruments of power rather than of juftice, not only 
unavailing to proted the people, but often the 
means of the mod grievous oppreflions, under the 
cloak of judicial charader. 

The committee having enquired in what man- 
ner the Englifli company, or its fervants, ufed to 
proceed, duringthe ancient government, to compel 
payment of their debts from any of the natives 
not redding under the Britifti flag, they were in- 
formed by feveral of the witneffes, that, where 
the debtor was a perfon dependent on, or con- 
neded with the company in the courfe of com- 
merce, and redding (as thofe perfons generally 
did) in the neighbourhood of any of the compa- 
ny’s fettlements, the general pradice was to lay 
hold of his perfon by their own authority, with- 
out applying to any court or officer of the governr 
ment ; that they fometimes ventured to exercife 
the fame right, even where the debtor did not fall 
under that defeription ; but that this was an abufe, 

though 
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though generall)^over-looked by the government; 
that, in the former cafe, the government tacitly 
allowed and countenanced the practice of feizing 
and detaining the debtor, it being much the dif- 
pofition of the government to give all poflible en- 
couragement to the Europeans, from vvhofe com'' 
mcrce their country derived fuch confiderable ad- 
vantages. In cafes, where it was not thought 
prudent to proceed in this manner, the only rer 
medy was by application to government ; but the 
committee were informed th( re was fcldom occa- 
fion to make ufe of cither of thefe ways to com- 
pel payment of any debts to the company, or its 
fervants ; for that the persons dealing with them 
reaped fo much beneht from that conneftion, that 
there feldom arofc nnv difputc among them. 

The committee were further informed, that the 
French and Dutch excrcifed the fame privilege of 
felzing their debtors, and had even continued the 
praftice after the company’s acquifition of the de- 
wannee. 

The committee find, by the fecret confnltations 
lately received by the Lapwdng, that this practice 
having been lately prohibited by the prefident and 
council, the French, in very ftrong terms, re- 
monfirated agaiiiil this order, as a violation of a 
right which they had alvays held and cxcrcifcd 
under the country government ; but that the pre- 
fident and council denied their prctcnfion, and in- 
fifted that the French Ihould have rccourfc to the 
courts of juftice to compel payment of their 
debts ; but the committee do not find that the 
difpute has been brought to a conclufion. 
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The committee having laid before the houfe 
this fucclnft view of the ancient ftate of judica- 
ture in Bengal, now proceed to ftate the rcfult of 
their enquiry, with refpcdto the alterations it has 
undergone fince the decline of the Mogul govern- 
ment, and the introdudlion of the company’s in- 
fluence in Bengal. 

Mr. Syke’s (who from the time of his rcfidcnce 
and different fituations in Bengal, had the beft op- 
portunities of information on this fubjedt) in- 
formed the committee, that, in his opinion, du- 
ring the firft period of Mccr JafBcr’s government, 
although he had been raifed to the nabobfhip by 
the power and influence of the Englifli, the ad- 
miniftration of juftlcc continued in its former 
courfe, without any interruption or alteration from 
that power which bad made the revolution ; that, 
during the government of Coflim Ally Cawn, the 
Englifh influence began to operate, not only in 
confequence of the revolution itfelf, accomplifticd 
by their power, but bccaufe from that time many 
of the Englifh, with or without the confent of the 
prcfidency, difperfed themfelves over the country, 
and engaged in its interior commerce, which of- 
ten led them to interfere with the judicature and 
government of the country ; (in which his evi- 
dence is much confirmed by feveral letters, print- 
ed from the country correfpondence, in the ap- 
pendix to the firft report to the committee ap- 
pointed to enquire into the nature, ftate, and con- 
dition of the Eall India company, and of the Bri- 
tiftiaffairs in the Eaft Indies ; that bcfldcs Coffim's 
atte^jtion was fo much turned to the incrcafe of his 

revenue, 
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revenue, that he gave very little regard to tlit ad^- 
miniftration of juftice, or to the maintenance of 
that pait of his authority againft the encroach- 
ments of the Englifli fubjefts refiding in his ter- 
ritories, further than was neceflary for fecuring 
the collection of his revenues. 

The third revolution made by the Englifh, in 
refloring Mcer Jaffier. neceflarily added to their 
power and influence in the whole adminiltration of 
government in Bengal, and of courfc rendered the 
adaiiniftration of juftice in the judicatures of the 
country very liable to be fwayed or influenced by 
any fervant of the company, whofe fituation gave 
him an opportunity, and whofe intereft aiForded 
him incitement, to interfere into any of their ju- 
dicial proceedings. 

Mr. Kcir informed the committee, that fince 
the cftabiilliment of the Englifli power in Bengal 
on its prefent fooling, the banyans of Englifli 
gentlemen, wherever they Fefide, entirely govern 
the courts of judicature, and that they even fre- 
quently fit as judges in thefc courts, 

Mr. Jekyl, upon the fame fubjed, faid, That 
vvhilft he was at Patna, in 1771, the members of 
the company's council fat alternately in the reve- 
venue court at that place, together with the 
rajah. 

But though thefe fucceflive revolutions, en- 
tirely accomplilhed by the Englifli power in Ben- 
gal, neceflarily rendered their influence very ope- 
rative in the affairs of the government ; and al- 
though it appears to the committee, from the pe- 
rull'l of fcveral letters, printed In the appendjx to 
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the before-mentioned report of the committee ap- 
pointed to enquire into the native (late and condi- 
tion of the Eaft-India company, and of the Britilh 
affairs in the Indies, that the gomaftahs of the 
fervants of the company frequently aflumed to 
themfelves the cxercife of judicature ; yet it does 
not appear, that any alteration in the legal con- 
ftitution of the judicatures of the country was made 
before the acquifition of the dewannee. 

But the committee find, that fmcc the acquifi- 
tion of the dewannee, fomc alterations have been 
made, and a variety of regulations propofed, re- 
I'pcifting the adminifiration of juftice ; but as to the 
effedV, the committee arc not able to give the 
Iicnife any fatisfadory information. 

Mr. Sykes, who was appointed refident at the 
durbar, in Odober, 1765, informed the commit- 
tee, that, immediately upon entering into that 
offlcc, he applied to the government for the efia- 
blilhment of fome new courts of judicature, but 
without propofing any alterations in thofe already 
eftablilhed ; that having obferved, that the poor 
inhabitants were, in general, unable to obtain 
juftice in the ancient courts, he recommended to 
the ininifters at Murftiadabad, to eftablilh there, 
and in each of the provinces, a court f>r the dcci- 
fion of all caufes, not exceeding the value of five 
hundred rupees ; that this was accordingly carried 
into execution, the court of Murlhadabad, con- 
fifting of twelve perfons of the beft character, ap- 
pointed by the adminiftration, with adequate fala- 
ries ; and the provincial courts conftituted in the 
fame manner, but confiding only of fix judges ; 
that*all thefe judges are bound by the moft fo- 

lemn 
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Um oiths to adminifter jufticc uprightly, and 
not to receive, diiedtly or indireftly, any emolu- 
ments whatfocvcr, befides their falary, in the ex- 
of their judicial funftion , that they lat oy- 
rotation, three at a time, and appeal 1^ from 
thefe courts in the provinces, to that at Murlha- 

dabad. . t r 

Mr. Becher informed the committee, that he 

found fuch a court exifting at the time of bis ap- 
pointment to be refident at the durbar, in January, 
1769 ; but the committee cannot help obferving, 
th« no notice is taken, in the difpatches lately 
received from the prefident &nd council at Fort- 
William, of any court now exifting at Murftia- 
dabad, which was eftabliftied fince the aCquifition 
of the dewannee. 

Mr. Sykes added, that, during the time of his 
continuing refident at the durbar, no alteration 
was made refpefting the courts of judicature ; for 
that it had been determined and direfted by the 
company, that whilft they made ncccffary re- 
formation, they Ihould adhere as much as poffible 
to the forms of the eftabliftied government. ^ 

Mr. Becher, who fuccceded Mr. Sykes, in Ja- 
puary, 1769, as refident at the durbar, informed 
the committee, that he allotted one day in every 
week to infped the proceedings of the fupremc 
courts at Murftiadabad : he added, that, as refi- 
dent at the durbar, he poliefTed a very extenfive 
authority, but that he could fafely aver he had 
always ufed it to promote juftice, and proteft the 
natives from injury. 

Mr. Verelft, who refided fome years as the prin- 
cipal fervant of the company, in the provinces of 

Chittagong 
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Chittagong and Burdwan, (ceded by Coffim Ally 
Cawn) before he became prefident of Bengal ; in 
his evidence upon this fubjed, obferved to the 
coi^imittee, that, before the acquifition of the de- 
wannee, it had been found by experience, that it 
was very poflible to maintain the forms of the 
ancient country judicatures, and at the fame time, 
corred many abufes which had crept into the ad- 
miniftration of juftice ; for that the company had 
followed this plan, and fecn its efficacy in thofe 
provinces which had been ceded to them in the 
year 1760, by Coffim Ally Cawn ; and that there- 
fore the feled committee at Calcutta had refolved 
to purfue the fame courfe, with refped to all the 
other provinces, upon the acquifition of the de* 
•wahnee. 

Such Is the account that the above-mentioned 
fervants of the company have given tUecoinmiitee, 
of the various fteps they have taken in their re- 
fpedive departments ; but it does not appear to 
the committee what etFcds may have thence rc- 
fulted towards the better adminiftration of jufticc. 

The committee will now ftatc the lubftance of 
fome of the moft material letters that pafled be- 
tween the court of diredors, the preficlency nt 
Fort-William, the council of revenue at Murffia- 
dabad, the naib duan and the fupervifors of the 
fevcral diftrids, on the fubjed of the propofed 
regulations in the adminiftration of juftice, toge- 
ther with fome of the reports made by thefc gen- 
tlemen to the refident at the durbar, refpeding 
particular cafes occurring in their relpedive 
diftrids, following the order of the dates. 

VoL, lY. M m Ii; 
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In a general letter to the fcledt committee at 
Bengal, 'March i6, 1768, the court of diredors 
recommend to them, to^ endeavour to introduce 
laws of inhcnitancc, and as near as poflible to the 
fpirit of the laws of this country; particularly, to 
endeavour to aboliih the power of feizing the 
effeds of thofc who die without children ; and to 
introduce the right of bequeathing by will ; re- 
ferring to their judgment how far they could be 
^one confiftent with the claims of the rajahs and 
landholders, and the cllabliihcd culloiiis of the 
country. 

The committee find, that in the following year 
fuper-intending commiffioncrs were appointed to 
the fevcral didrids of the province, not only to 
■watch over the adual adminidiaiion of jufticc in 
the courts ; but alfo, to enquire into ail the de- 
feds and abides in their conftitution or pradicc, 
and to report their obfervations thereon. 

The inlb udions of the prefident and council, 
communicated by die refidentat the durbar to the 
fupervifors of the leveral dillrid^, after obferving 
the degree of corruption to which the courts of 
judicature were degenerated, and particularly the 
mifehievous ccnlequrnces of allowing arbitrary 
fines, and the compromife of ralcnces, dired the 
lupervifors to check every fuch coinpontion, aiui 
in matters of property to r^'cuaimend arbitration as 
much as polfiblc; and to inculcate into the minds 
of the people, that their only objed'is to provide 
for their relief and happinefs : that in capital cafes 
thefcntence Ihould be rclcrrcd to the prefident at 
the durbar, and by him to the minifter, to approve 
or mitigate it, according to the nature of the cafe ; 

ihiiC 
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lliat they (houU cftablifti rcgifters of all caufes and 
determinations to be lodged in the principal cot'* 
cherry of the province, and that an authenticated 
copy be tranfQiitted to Murlhadabad ; that they 
endeavour ro reform all the corruptions which have 
encroached on the primitive rights of the Mahom- 
medans and Hindoos, particularly in refpedt to 
the arbitrary impofitions of lines ; that all pcrlbns 
claiming any judicial or religious authority fhouKl 
be fummoned to produce their funnuds, and that 
regifters of the funnuds Ihould be kept, in order to 
prevent any from exercifing any judicial, becaufe 
a lucrative funilion, who is not appointed by 
government, if a Mahometan, or eleded by his 
cart, if a Hindoo-, that the forfeiture of caft llinll 
.never be inllided in any cafe but by fcntence ly 
the bra min, in a regular procefs, and upon clear 
proof of the offence; but that, as the police of the 
ilv^ahomctan government had provided, tint where 
a Hindoo has legally forfeited hiscaft, he cannoi: be 
reftored to it without the tandion of the govern- 
ment ; that this principle fhould be kept up as a 
flired aflercion of the fubordinacion of the Hindoos, 
who are a very confideiablc majority of the fub- 
jeds. 

The court of diredorsalfofent out orders to thefe 
commiffioners, dated tho* 1 5th of September, 1 769, 
direding, That they fliould make ferid: and Ipced/ 
enquiry into the proceedings of me fourts of jul- 
tice throughout their lettiements, and that it any ex- 
traordinary powers have interfered tointerruiJf the 
courfe and adminiftration of juftice, they ibould, 
without delay, corred all fuch abufes; and in par- 
ticular direding, that they Ihould procure the en- 
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tire abolitioa pf the ancient cuftom of wuh-bold- 
ing, under the of Mont, a large iliare of all 
the property recovered in the courts 5 and that if 
they Ihould find the eftablKhed ccnirts fo imper- 
feftly conftituted, as not to be adequate to the 
right adminiftration of juftice, they fhould apply 
to the government, and obtain firmaunds for erec- 
ting fuch new judicatures as fhould appear moft 
adequate for that purpofe. 

The committee find, that thefe commiffioners 
accordingly alTumed and exercifed the right of fu- 
perintending and reviewing the proceedings of 
the courts of juftice, in their feveral diftrifts > that 
where any cafe of difficulty, or peculiar importance 
occurred, they reported a ftate of the proceedings 
to the refident at Murfhadabad, in order that he 
might lay it before the government, and return 
fuch orders as the nabob, or his minifters with 
approbation, fhould direct. This praftice accord- 
ingly has prevailed throughout Bengal, and 
appears to the committee to be the ftrongeft 
evidence of the abfolute fway and controul, to 
which the whole adminittrarlon of government, and 
particularly the courts of juftice, have fubmitttd 
fince the company’s acceffion to the dewannee. 

In a letter from the leicct committee at Fort- 
William, dated the 30th of September, 17691, in 
anfwer to a letter from the direftors, da ted the 1 1 ih 
of November, 1768, defiring to be informed, 
whether there lay any appeal from the two courts 
at Dccca ; the committee fay, That thefe courts 
are held on the fame footing as others in the dif- 
ferent parts of the country, and that appeals ‘are 
frequently made from them to the nabob, and to 

th 
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the refiJent at the durbar, who makes proper en- 
quiry into, and decide ultimately, the cauils fo 
brought before them, 

April 1772, letter from the council of reve- 
nue at Murfhadabad to the prefident and council. 

This letter inielofes a memorial from the naib 
duan, on the (object of arbitration, accurately 
diftinguifliing (uch caufes as are proper for that 
mode ofdecifibn, and fuchas muft be decided by 
the courts of judicature according to the law : of 
the latter kind he dates all difputes of Inheritance, 
property, purchafes, affignments, and the like; 
that thefe cafes depending upon the laws of the 
Scriptures; according to the orders of the Almighty 
and his Prophet, cannot be proper fubje^fts of ar- 
bitration ; for the right muft be decided according 
to the precepts of the law, and common arbitra- 
tors cannot be proper judges thereof ; that cafes of 
mifdemeanors, or offence by one fubjeft to ano- 
ther, cannot be referred to arbitration, but muft 
be judged and puniflied by proper officers ofjuf- 
tice, and much more cfpeciaUy, crimes of a higher 
magnitude muft undergo the judgment of the law 
iifelt ; that, on the other hand, in cales of debt, 
account, or other commercial concerns, arbitra- 
tion is the beft mode of dccifion ; that he had ac- 
cordingly ifliied orders to the officers of the courts 
of julf ice in the feveral diftrifts, that in all matters 
of debt, trade, petty quarrels, and ordinary oc- 
currences, where the parties are willing to refer, 
they (hould appoint arbitrators, and that regiftered 
be duly kept in the court of adawlat, of all caufes 
decided in chat way. 


The 
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iThe letter of the counpll of revenue reprcfeht$ 
the ncceffity of reltrifting the ordeM relative to 
arbitrations to foch cafes fpecified for that purpofe 
in the naib duan’s memorial ; for thatit would, be 
produdive of the greateft diffatisfaftion in the 
countrj, if that mode of decifion was to be fubffi- 
tutcd in the place of judicial determinations, in 
fuch cafes as fall under the firft principles of the 
Mahometan laws ; that fuch a meafure would be 
regarded by all the Mahometans as an infringe- 
ment to their religion and cuftoms, would excite 
great difeontent and apprehenfiuns, and perhaps 
be liable to anobftinate and inflexible oppofition. 

. In the anfwer from the prclident and council to 
the council of revenue, they entirely aflent ‘to the 
diftindion propofed in the above letter; declaring, 
that all calcs of inheritance, marriage, or other 
matters for which the Mahometan law has made 
proviiion, and likewife matters refpeding inheri- 
tance, and the partic\jlar laws and uiage of the 
cafl* of the Gentoos, Ihould be decided by the 
cilablilhcd magillratcs, aflillcd by the proper per- 
fons of the refpedive leligion, according to the 
Jaws and ufages of each. 

'Idle council of revenue, in a letter to the prefi- 
dent and council. May 1772, inclofed a remon- 
Itrance of the naib duan, refpeding that part of 
the inftrudionsin the lall letter of the prefidentand 
council, 'which dircded, that in cafes of the inhe- 
ritance of the Gentoos, and magiftrates fhould* be 
aflllted by the bramins of the cafl: to which the 
parties belong ; in that memorial the naib duan 
ftrongly remonftrates againft allowing a bramii), to 
be called into the decifion of any matter of inheri- 
tance, 
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tance, or other dlfpute of Gentoos. That fince 
the eftablilhment of the Mahometan dominion in 
Hiadol];an, the bramins had never been aJmitced 
to any fuch jurifdlftion : that to order a m.i^iflrate 
of the faith to decide in conjundtion with a bramin 
would be repugnant to the rules of the faith, and 
an innovation peculiarly improper in a country un- 
der the dominion of a muflulnian emperor : that 
where the matter in difpute can be decided by a 
reference to bramins, no interruption h.kl ever been 
given to that mode of decifion; bur, that when they 
think fit to refort to the eitablifiied judicanires of 
the country, they muft fubmit to a decifion ac- 
cording to the rules and principles of that law, by 
which alone thefe courts are authorifed to judge : 
that there would be the greateft ablurdity in lucli 
an afibciation of judicature, becauie the bramin 
would determine according to the precepts and 
ufages of his caft, and the magifirates muft decide 
according to thofe of the Mahometan law: that 
in many inftanccs the rules of the Gentoo and 
Mufiulman laws, even with refpedl to the inherit 
’ tance and fuccefiion, differ materially from each 
other. 

The committee a!fo had, that in feveral letters 
from the different chiefs to the preiident and co\iii- 
cil, on the fubjedf of arbitration., ih.t7 ftate conli- 
derable difficulties occurring in any regular elta- 
bliftiment of thdt mode of decifion, as well from 
the rekidtancc of parties to refer, arnl of perfi>,*s 
chofen arbitrators to undertake the office, as from 
the fubfequent delays that have been found in the 
execution of it ; and therefore concluding, that 
the introdudtion of that plan of decifion, in cafes 
^ proper 
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proper for it, muft be the gradual work of time, 
aflifted by the encouragement of the company^s jer- 
vants, and could not be brought Into pra<Jiicc by 
any ellablifhment of the authority, ‘ 

The committee find, by the I'alt dlfpafclics from 
Bengal, that a committee of circuit was elhbli/ljied 
kfl: year, confiding of the prefident and four other 
gentlemen of the council, for the purpofe of ma- 
king an exaft fcruiiny into the date of the reve- 
nues and judicatures of the feveral didrifts of the 
province ; that in confcquence of this appointment 
the committee of circuit have propofed a plan for 
the adminidration of judice. Some of the mod 
material propofitions are. 

That in each didrifl; two courts of judice fhould 
be edablifhed, one by the name of Mafufibl Dew- 
annee Adawlat, or provincial court of Dewannee, 
for civil caules ; the other for all crimes and mifde- 
meanors by the name of Phoufdaiy Adawlat, or 
the court of PhouzJarree ; the only civil caufes 
excepted from the jurifdiftion of the Dewannee 
Adawlat, to be the right of fucceflion to zemin- 
,darrcs and talucdarrces, which arc to be left to 
the decifion of the prefident and council. 

That the dewannee courts the colledlor of each 
diflrlbl fliall prefide on the part of the company, 
in their quality of king’s dewan, attended by the 
provincial dewan, appointed by the prefident and 
couticil, and other officers of the cutcherry ; that 
in the phouzdary court the cazee and mufltu of the* 
didrift, and two maulavies, (hall fir to expound the 
law, and determine upon the charge ; but that the 
colkdlor (hall attend to the proceedings of this 

court, 
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Court, to fee that they are properly conduced, and 
the deciliori fair and impartial, according to the 
evidence ; and that no caufc fliall be heard and de- 
termined but in the open court regularly aflembled* 
That ill like manner, two fuperior courts fl:aU 
beeftabliftied at the chief feat of the government, 
under the denominations of thedewannee, fudder 
adawlat, and the nizamut fudder adawlat ; that 
the former fliall receive appeals from the provin- 
cial dewannee, of any caufes not exceeding five 
hundred rupees, the prefident with two members 
of the council prefid ing therein, attended by the 
duan of the khalfa and other officers of the ciu- 
cherry ; that the latter lhall have cognizance to re- 
Vife all the proceedings of the phouzdary courts*, 
that a chief officer of juftice, appointed by the 
nazim, fliall prefide in this.court, by the title of 
darogo adawlat, aflifted by the chief cazec, the 
chief mufftec, and three capable maulavies, but 
under the luperintendance and controulof the com- 
pany’s chief council. 

That there be alfo two courts of adawlat efta- 
bliftied at the feat ol government, on the fame 
plan as thofe of the diftrifts ; in the devvannee 
court a member of the council to prefide, and in 
the phouzdary another member of the council to 
fuperintend ; thefe duties being performed by the 
members in rotation. 

That caufes not exceeding ten rupees, be deci- 
ded finally by the head farmer of the purgunnah 
■to which the parties bdong. 

That complete records of all caufes fliall be 
kept in the dewannee court, and copies of them 
itanfmitted, twice a month, to the fupreme civil 
yoL, IV, N n cou;c 
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court, through the channel of, the prefident and 
council. 

That there ftall be a time fixed for the limita- 
tion of fuits and complaints. 

Upon this point it is obfervcd, that, both by 
the Mahometan and Hindoo laws, and by the ufage 
of the country, all claims which have laid dormant 
for twelve years, whether land or money are in- 
valid. 

. That the cuftom of chout, or any commiffion or 
money recovered, as well as all arbitrary fines, be 
aboiilhed. 

That the pradtice of individuals exercifing au- 
thority over their debtors, be entirely abolilhed. 
That in all caies of account, debt, and the like, 
it fliall be recommended to the parties to fubmit 
their caufes to arbitrators, whofe award (hall be 
made a decree of the dewannee court. 

'rhat complete records (hall be kept at the 
phouzdary court, and tranfmitted twice every 
month, to the fupreme criminal court, through 
the channel of the prefident and council •, bqt that 
the proceedings in capital trials arc to be tranfmit- 
ted as foon as clofcd; that this court (hall have 
power to punilh either by fine or impriforrment, or 
to infiidl corporal, but not capital, puniflimcnt ; 
that in capital cafes the trial, with the opinion of 
the court, being tranfmitted to the fupreme crimi- 
nal court, and having obtained their confirmation, 
(hall be ultimately referred to the nazim for his 
fentence. 

The commiuee find, that thefe regulations were 
approved of by the prefident and council,* at a 

con- 
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co.nfultation at Fort WiUiam, the twenty fifth of 

The committee have now gone through all the 
materials they are able to lay before the houfc, 
witK rcrpedi: to the ancient conltitution, and prefent 
ftate, of judicature in Bengal; they proceed now 
to the fecond head of this inquiry. The judicature 
exifting at Calcutta ; in treating of which, they 
will fifft lay before the houfe an account of the 
courts derived out of the conftitution of the coun- 
try ; and fecondly, of thofe eftablilhed by his ma- 
jelty’s charters of juftice^ 

Of the courts eftablilhed at Calcutta, and its de- 
pendencies. 

Until the charter of juftice granted to the com- 
pany in the thirteenth year of his late majefty, the 
only courts of juftice that exlfted in Calcutta were 
derived out of the conftituion of the country, and 
nearly fimilar to thofe that have been explained 
^ibove. 

Soon after the eftabliihment of the fettlemcnt 
at Calcutta, near the end of the laft century, the 
Englifh company obtained from the then nabob, 
the zemindafy rights of the diftrifts round the fet- 
tlemcnt, by which they became the zemindar of 
that diftrict, with all the rights incident to that 
office, amongft which, as ftated above, is the cri- 
minal, civil, and religious jurifdiftion of the 
diftria. 

Mr. Gregory, after explaining to the commit- 
tee the feveral country jurildidtions, added, that 
the company excrcifes ihefe feveral jurifdidionr 

within 
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withm the diftrift of Calcutta ; and that he .urxlcr- 
flood, this was in cnnfcquence of their being ihp. 
zenaindar ot the diftric^. 

The zernindary courts eftahlifhed in Calcutta, 
arc, the fouzdary, for the trial of crimes ; the 
court of cutchetry, for civil caufes; and thei col- 
ledtors court, ror matters of revenue 

The original ajnd proper nature of thofe courts 
has been ftaied above : the committee will now 
flatc fuch circumftances as are pfculiar to the ze- 
mindary courts at Calcutta. 

The criminal courts tries all crimes committed 
by the natives, and, in this refpedt, has a con- 
current juril'diftion with the court of oyer and 
terminer, eftablllhed by the charter of jilftice, one 
judge only fits in that court, appointed by the go- 
vernor and council. 

Mr. Ruficll informed the committee, that for- 
merly one of the council was appointed to this of- 
fice, but thatfince the increafe of other bufinefs in 
the council, this duty has been trufted to junior 
fervants, one of the council being appointed month- 
ly to fuperiiitend. 

In capital calcs, three members of the board fit 
as judges in this court, and before execution of the 
fentence, the proceedings muft be laid before the 
governor and council. 

The civil courts confift of fcveral judges, allb 
appointed by the governor and council, out of the 
junior fervants, but fcldom rriore-ihan one adually 
fits ; this court has jurifdiftion of all caufes between • 
natives, and ilfo (as Mr. Whittal inf )rmcd the 
committee) in caufes between a native and an Euro- 
pean, where the latter is plaintiff, but in this cafe. 
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the'^iativ^s may remove iKe caufe into the mayor’s 

cdiii't, " ^ 

The rule of judgment in thefe courts isfuppofecT 
to bt ciiftoms and ulage of the country ; and^ 
v^hereno cuftom or ufage applies, it is the dilcre- 
tion o£ the judge. Formerly the chout (the fourth 
part of every thing revered; was an allowed per- 
quifite in the civil court, but on a reprefentation to 
the prefident and council, it was aboliflred. 

Appeal lies from the civil court to the governor 
and council. The cuftom of fending caufes to 
arbitrators prevails in this court, as in the other 
diftrifts of Bengal ; and, as Mr. Whitral informed 
the committee, is often done without the confent 
of cither party. 

The committee find, that in April, one thou» 
fand feven hundred and feventy one, a difputc 
arofe between Mr. Purling, a zemindar at Calcuc- 
ta, and Mr. Rous, fupervifor at Rajefliatry, with 
refpcdl to the right of the zemindar at Calcutta 
demanding two perfons, relkiing in the diftridl of 
Rajcftiatry to be fent priloners to Calcutta, to an- 
fwer to certain fuits there exhibited agamll them ; 
the fupervifor to allow this claim, in(»lVuig that the 
jurifdiftion of the zemindary court of Calcutta did 
not extend over any of the dewannee lands ; and , 
thcrcfoie, drfiring that the plaintiffs fliould be di- 
refted to exhibit their claim at the cutoheny of the ^ 
diftrift : in reply to this, ,the zemindar of Cal- 
cutta infiftcd, that it had been cuftomary for ihac 
cot/rt to fend for perfons, in cales of this kind, 
from every diftridl of the dewannee, and it 
would be attended with th'e utmoft ince nveniu ry 
to every perfon refiding at Calcutta, if the exercile 
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pf this jurifdiaion (hould now be interrupted ; the 
doPfequence of which would be; the neceflity of 
going, and carrying witnciTes to diftant parts of 
Bengal, in order to fettle the difputcs necedarily, 
occurring between them and their gomaftahs: ; 'that 
this jurifdidtion had never been contefted by the 
chief of Patna, Decca, and Chittagong. 

Thefe letters being laid before the court of re- 
venue, they determined, that the jurifdidion of 
thezemindary court of Calcutta might extend over 
all perfons, as agents, or gomaftahs, in the fer- 
vice of an Englifh merchant, or of any native re- 
fiding at Calcutta ; and that as the perfons in 
quefticn appear to ftand in that predicament, they 
lliould b‘. f nr to Calcutta, to anfwcr the fuic of 
their principals. 

In the revenue court, the colledtor appointed 
by the governor and council fits as judge ; and ap- 
peal lies from his decifions to the governor and 
council ; there are inferior revenue judges in the 
purgunnahs, thefe are appointed by the colleftor 
at Calcutta, and appeal lays from their decifion 
to this courr. 

Thefe jurifdiftions being in themfelves very de- 
fedtive, and moreover very inadequate to the ad- 
vanced ftate of this fettlement ; and fimilar defefts 
being found in other fetticments of the company, 
application was made to the crown, in the thir- 
teenth year of the late king, for a charter of 
jufticc. 

A charter was accordingly granted, whereby 
criminal and civil courts of dificrent kinds were 
eftablifhed at Calcutta, and likewife at the fettk- 
ments of Madrafpalnam, and Bombay 5 but this 

char* 
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chartief b^iflg found defefljve in fomc refpeds, ap- 
plication was^ again made to the crown, on the 
part. of the company^ for a new charter of juftice 
forthofe fettlements, to be granted on the furren- 
dcr of the former charter. 

A new charter was therefore granted to the 
company, dated the eighth of January, onethou- 
fand feven hundred and fifty three, the twenty-fixth 
year of his |atc majefty. 

This charter, which recites its being granted by 
virtue of powers veltcd in the crown by feveral afts 
of parliament ; grants, and ordains, that there 
fhould be for ever thereafter, within the fadtory of 
Fort William, in Bengal, one body politic and 
corporate, by the name of mayor and aldermen at 
Calcutta, in Bengal, to confift of a mayor and 
nine aldermen, the mayor and feven of the aider- 
men beiftg natural-born fubjedts, but the other two 
allowed to be foreign proteftants. And it is further 
granted, that the mayor and aldermen fliould for 
ever thereafter be, and thereby conftituted, a 
court of record, by the name of the mayor’s court 
at Calcutta, at Fort William, in Bengal ; and 
that they, or any three of them fthe mayor or 
fenior alderman then refiding there to be one; nuv, 
and, are thereby authorized, to try, hear, and de- 
termine all civil fuits, adtions, or plaints, between 
party and party, arifing within the town c.r fadlory 
of Calcutta, or any of the fadtories fubordinai^ 
thereunto; except fuch fuits as (hall be between 
Indian natives, which fliall be determined 
2^ong themfeives, unlefs both parties confent to 
the determination of the mayor’s court ; and this 
court is alfo authorized to try fuits brought againd 

the 
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the company, or by the company againft any 

^ perfon* 

Tins charter alfo conftltutcs the prcfidcrtt and 
council to be a court of record, in order to receive, 
try, and determine appeal from the judgment or 
decrees of the mayor's court, . The determination 
of this court to be final, if the value not exceed one 
thoufand p;igodas ; but if it exceeds that lum, the 
parties nre allowed, within fourteen ^days after 
fuch decree or judgment is entered on record, to 
appeal to his majefty, his heirs or fuccefTors in the 
council. 

It Archer gives authority to the prefident and 
council, or the major part of them, upon reafona- 
ble caufes, to remove any of the faid aldermen, fo 
as there be a complaint in writing firft exhibited 
againft then^, and reafonable time allowed for his 
defence, after being fummoned fc>r that p/brpofe ; 
with power to any perfon, thinking himfelf ag- 
grieved by fuch removal, to appeal to his majefty 
in council. 

The faid charter alfo eftablifhes a court for the 
recovery of fmall debts within the faid town or 
faftory of Calcutta, and the fadories and diftrids 
fubordinate thereto, to be called the court of re- 
qiiefts. This court to confift of fome of the prin-- 
cipal inhabitants, (not more than twenty-four, or 
fewer than eight; to be appointed by the prefident 
and council, and to determine all fuits brought 
before them, not exceeding the value of five 
pagodas. 

And the faid charter further grants and ordains 
the governor and council to be jufticcs of the peice, 
and. have power toad as fuch, and to hold qoar- 
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tcr-feffions of the peace, and alfq to be commif- 
0oncf>$of;pyeran45terfniner,and general gaol delive- 
ry, for trying and punifhing all offences, (high trea- 
fononly excepted) commitied within the faidtown 
or faftpryj or it's fubordinatc fadtories ; to proceed 
by iodidtmenc, or (lich other way as is ufed in that 
part of Great Britain called England, as near as 
the circuinftancesof the place and inhabitants will 
allow. 

. The fald charter further grants, that the faid 
mayor's court fhall have power to grant probates 
of wills and letters of adminiftration. 

The committee alfo examined fome of the wit- 
nelTes, with relation to fome of the proceedings of 
thefe courts. 

. Mr. Whittall (who refided at Calcutta from 
1764 to 1770, as a free merchant, and alfo as an 
attorney in the mayor’s court, from which lall he 
was dilmifled by an order of the court ; which was 
afterward made a matter of complaint to the court 
of direftors) informed the committee, that al- 
though this court cannot legally ifflie procefs be- 
yond the bounds of Calcutta, or its fu*bordinate 
fadlories-, yet, that he had known their procefs ilTue 
and be executed in all parts of Bengal, under fpe- 
cial order of the governor and council, granted or 
refufed at their difcretion ; and that in all thefe 
cafes -thf procefs was fent to one of the company’s 
fervants ; that he underftood the criminal jurlf- 
didtion of the feffions to have the fame extent at 
the mayor's court, and that he had known natives 
fent from every part of the country to be tried in 
that court ; and apprehends an European might 
be biought in the fame manner from any part of 
Voi, IV. O'o th^ 
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the country, except from the faftorles betonglng 
to other European nations. 

He rai(if he had known frequent inftances of the 
mayor’s court retufing to admit an appeal againft 
ii’s proceedings, on pretence of their being inter- 
locutory only, and not final : he mentioned three 
cal'esof his own knowledge, (one in one thoufand 
feven hundred and fixty-eight, between the tmilces 
of Mrs. Philadelphia Gallopine, and the executors 
of reter Gallopine ; and two caules of John 
Holm, Efqi in 1769) in which the ilnayor’s 
court rtfufed to admit an appeal, and the 
fuperior court refufed to take' cognizance of it on 
that pretence, thuugli in fa(^, as he informs the 
committee, the orders made were a determination 
of the caufe. 

He faid, he had known attornies reprimanded 
in the mayor’s court, for appealing againft its pro- 
ceedings ; that the attornies are limited to four, 
that the judges are not perfons educated to the 
law, but any of the junior fervants, y 
That he has known the mayor’s court refufe to 
take cognizance of caufes ariiing within their ju- 
lifdidtion, infilling that they had a right to refufe 
them. That in one thoufand feven hundred and 
fixty-eight, he had heard it frequently declared by 
fome of the judges on the bench, that the mayor’s 
court had nothing to do with the laws of England, 
and that the mayor would not fit there to hear the 
laws of England named, or to that purpofc or ef^ 
fed:. That he had often known an attorney of the 
mayor’s court, threatened by the governor, and by 
fevcral of the aldermen, for attempting to bring an 
action againft one of the company’s fervants j and 
that any fervantof the company, againft whom an 

adlon 
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liaion is Intended, often intimidates the attorney by 
threat of applying to the governor. 

Mr. Rullel, who alfo refided feveral years in 
Bengal, obferved to the committee, that though 
the mayor’s court cannot exercife jurifdift ion over 
natives, unlefs by confent, the jurifdidlion of oyer 
and terminer extends to natives as; well as Euro- 
peans* 

Mr. Becher, confidered this jurifdidtion with re- 
fpe(ft to natives, as extended to fuch only as lived 
under the Britifli Hag ; and informed the commit- 
tee, that where fentence was pronounced againft 
natives', the pradtice was to apply for the confent of 
the governor before it was executed. 

The committee having examined Mr. Nuthall, 

* folicitor of the company, whether there had been 
any inftances, during his time, of complaints to^thc 
court of diredors againft the mayor’s court, or any 
member of it, for any criminal mifcondudl in their 
judicial fundlion : he informed the committee, that 
he knew but two inftances in bis time, of any fuch 
complaints laid in form before the court of direc- 
tors ; the one by Mr. Whittal, an attorney, the 
other by Mr. Jephfon ; that the latter not only com-* 
plained of the condud of the mayor’s epurr, bur. 
of Mr. Cornelius Goodwin, the mayor, ading in 
his judicial capacity as judge of that court* 

The committee have enquired into the nature of 
thofc complaints, and find, from the papers rela- 
tive from them, laid before the committee by the 
company’s fervanrs, that the complaint brought 
by Mr. Alexander Jephfon twhofe petition to the 
court of diredors is dated London the fccond .of 
• ’ . March,' 
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March, 1771,; contains a‘ cTiarge' agairift tk 
niayor*s court, fcr ait illegal and 6ppr*cflivc j^bufe 
of jti, procels, to iletaiii the peiiciohtY and his wife 
in Bengal, after they had obrained leave fur their 
return ro England i and particularly charging, 
• that Mr. Cornelius Gbodwin, the' mayor, in the 
courfe of the proceedings, declared, ‘‘ That they 
had nothing to do with the laws of England jherc ; 
that rht* laws of Knglund were never madefor them, 
and that he would not hear them named while he 
fat on that bench. It appears, that Mr. Jephfon 
w'ould have appealed againfl the proceedings of the 
mayoj^s court, to the prefident and council, but 
iJkii: this appeal was denied, on account of the 
j nxeedings being interlocutory : and the commit- 
K'c find, that in confequence of this complaint, 
the court of diredojs (.>fter having taken the opi- 
nion of fcveral eminent council^ in their general 
Idler to Bengal, dated the third of May, one thou- 
lancl Icven hundred and leventy one, exprefied ia 
tlie ftrongeft terms the difapprobation of, and dif- 
plcal'urc ar, the proceedings againfl: Mr. Jephfon, 
allb particularly reproving the prefident and coun- 
cil f(.r refuting his appeal, as w^ll as for the erro- 
neous prcrcncc afflgned for that refulal *, enjoining 
them to receive the appeal, and enquire ftridi- 
ly into all the circumflances of his complaint, and 
to caufc full and ample juftice to be done thereon. 

The committee find, that at a confuliation held 
at Fort William, the third of January, one thou- 
land feven hundred and feventy-two, the prefident 
and council enquired into the charge made againfl: 
Mr. Goodwin, by Mr. Jephfon, to the court of 
direftors ; that they examined Meffrs. L®vet, 

Kiliican, 
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C^ter, three of the aldermen of tlia 
couriiji and who had been prefent at the procced- 
ingsan .which thole words were alledged to have 
been fpoken ; alfo Mr. Morris, an attorney of the 
mayor’a court, who had been concerned in fome 
of the proceedings againft Mr, Jephfon ; that Mr. 
Cater faid, that he had heard Mr. Goodwin on the 
bench make ufe of fuch words, or words to that 
effe£t> but could not charge his memory with the 
time V that the other witnefles feverally denied, that 
they had at any time heard Mr. Goodwin ufe fuch 
words, but that they heard him declare, that the 
mayor’s court was not a court of law, but of equity ; 
that Medrs Read and Jekyl, who had been alfo 
upon the bench as aldermen during part of the 
•proceedings, did by letters (on account of their 
abfence at Calcutta) to the prefident and council 
give their teftimony in like manner, In exculpation 
of Mr. Goodwin ; and that upon this evidence the 
board refolved, that they found no reafon to con- 
fider Mr. Goodwin culpable ; and diredled their 
fecretary to fignify this refolution to him. 

The committee find, that the complaint, at the 
inftanceof Mr. Whittal, was laid before the court 
of direftors on the firft of March, in the fame year, 
one. tfioufand feven hundred and feventy one ; tlrat 
his petition complained of having been difm’ficd 
from his office as attorney of that coiirr, by an ar- 
bitrary and illegal proceeding of the court, with- 
out any regular complaint, withefut any fufficient 
allegation, without giving evidence upon oath, and 
without having any fufficient time to make his de- 
fence ; and alfo, that the order of difmiffion, befides. 
findieg him guilty of mifeondu^ in a particular 

cafe 
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caufe depending before the court, contained a gene-» 
ral charge of bis .having frequently merited the fc- 
vere reprehenfion of the court, but without fpeci- 
fying any particular fadts. , 

I'hc committee find, that the court of diredors 
(having taken the opinion of their council alfo up- 
on this cafe) in t.heir general letter to. Bengal, the 
third of May, one thoufand feven hundred and fe- 
venty one, e.xprefied th^ir difapprobation of the 
general charge contained in the order againll Mr* 
Whiital, without any allegation of fads to fiipport 
it, as highly improper and unbecoming a court of 
jufiicc ; and that they recommend it to the gover- 
nor and council to admit Mr. Whittairs appeal, 
and to ad therein as jufiice fhould require. 

The committee do not find any account by the 
Inft difpatches, of any other proceedings on thefa 
appeals, but that the prefident and council had 
fubmitted to receive them, in obedience to .the or- 
ders of the court of clireftors. 

The committee having concluded their (late of 
the Calcutta judicatures, beg leave to fubmit to 
the confiJeration of the houfe fomc very Angular 
circumftances in the conftitution of the civil and 
criminal courrs, which feem materially to effed 
their independence and their efficacy. 

That although die mayor’s court is intended not 
only to try canfes between party and party, and 
the court of ^jyer and terminer and gaol delivery to 
punifli the crimes of private individuals, but the 
former alfo to try caufes in which the company it- 
felf is a party, and the latter to punifh th- offen- 
ces of any of its principal fervants, yet the judges^ 
of thofc courts arc removeable frpm thole offices,* 

by 
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by virtue of which thfey exercife their jiulicial func- 
tion, at the pleafure of the prcfident and council ; 
and that fuch fentence cannot be reviewed but by 
the tedious mode of an appeal to his inajcily in 
council. 

The committee lubmit, whether courts thus 
conftituted, be confidered as free and independent 
judicatures, in any cafe where the company is a 
party, or where any member of the council is 
profecuted on a criminal charge. 

That although thefe courts, at Icaft with re- 
fpedt to Europeans, are bound to judge according 
to the laws of England, yet the judges of thefe 
courts are not required to be, and in fad, have 
never been, perfons educated in the knowledge of 
.tbofe laws by which they muft decide ; but that 
any junior fervants of the company arc fclcdlcd 
for thefe important trnfts, afFcding the property, 
the liberty, and the lives, of his maj city's fubjeds 
in Bengal. 

It appears to the committee, that the judges of 
thefe courts arc juftly fenfibleof their own defici- 
ency of knowledge in the laws of England ; and 
that therefore they, as well as the prefident and 
council, have fufficiently applied to the court of 
diredors, to lay particular points, refpeding their 
jurifdidion, before council, and to tranfmit the 
opinions of fuch council, to be the guide of their 
condud. Some inftances of this kind have been 
laid before the committee, upon doubts refped- 
ing their ecclefiaftical and alfo their criminal jurif- 
didion ; particularly whether the charters allowed 
them to take cognizance of murders, robberies, 
• and 
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and other crimes, committed by Enropearts, not 
immediately under the company’s flag. 

Mr. Ruffeil informed the committee, that he 
believed ‘there are one or two perfons now in con- 
finement, upon the charge pf offences committed 
beyond the limits deferibed in the charter of jiif- 
ticc, vvhofe trial is prevented, from doubts arifing 
with refpeft to the powers conveyed by the 
charters. 

That whatever doubts have been entertained in 
Bengal on this fubjed, it is clear, by the very 
terms of the charter of juflice, that the jurifdic- 
tion of the court of oyer and terminer, and gaol- 
dclivory, is reftrained to olfonces committed 
within the town or diftrid of Calcutta, and its 
fubordinatc fadories : the confcqucncc of this, in 
the prefent fituation of Bengal, is, that there arc 
many of his rnnjefty’s fubjeds, rcfiding in Bcngnl, 
neither under the protedion, nor the controul of 
the laws of England, nor airiLMiablc to the cri- 
minal judicatures of the country. 

Of the Provifions for Profecutions in England. 

The committee now proceed, in purfuance of 
their ])ian, to ftatc to the hoiife fuch provifions as 
have been made by law for the trial and pu- 
nilhment in England of offences committed bv 
the company’s Icrvcnts in Bengal; to f])ccify in 
what inllanccs rhefj provifions have been at- 
tempted to be carried into execution, with the 
refult of the proceedings ; and tp fubmit to the 
conliJcration of the houfe Ibme circnmllanccs, 
which appear to the committee greatly to obttria^i. 
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the efficiCy of any remedy in England, aS tfcc laW 
on that fubjedl is now conftituted. 

The committee find, that by an aft paffed iri 
the twenty-feventh of George the Second, intituled 
An Aft forpunifhing mutiny anddefertionof offi- 
cers and fokliers in the fcrvice of the united com- 
pany of merchants of Ilngland trading to the 
Eaft Indies, and for the puiuflimerlt of offences 
committed in the Eaft Indies, or at the ifland of 
Saint-Helena, it is provided. That if any of the 
company’s prefidents or council at any of their 
principal fettlements, or their governor or coun- 
.cil at the ifland of Saint Helena, fhall, after the 
a jth of March, 1 754, be guilty of opprefiing any 
of his majefty’s fubjefts within their refpeftive 
jurifdiftlons or commands, or of any othet crime* 
or offence contrary to the laws of that part of Great 
Britain, called England, or enforce within their 
refpeftive jurifdiftions or commands, fuch opjj^ref- 
fions^ crimes, or offences, may be enquired of, 
heard, and determined, irt his majefty’s court of 
King’s-Bench, within the part of Great Britain, 
called England, or before fuch commiflioners, 
and in fuch county of that part of Great Britain, 
called England, as fliall be afligned by his ma- 
jefty’s comtinffion, and by good and lawful men 
of the fame county ; and that fuch punifhmcnts 
lhall be inflifted on fuch offenders as are ufually 
afflifted for offences of the like nature, cortimittcd 
in England.” 

And the committee find, that by an aft paffed 
in the tenth year of his prefent majefty, intituled 
An Aft for the better regulating perfons em* 
ployed in the fervice of the Eaft-India company, 
VoL. IV. P p and 
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:\m] lor other perfoiis rhefein iiicntldncJ, o't h an- 
nexe il, That if ar.y porfon employed in the fer^ 
vice of the company, in any civil or military Na- 
tion or office, or claiming any power, authority, 
or jiirifdidion, from the fa id company, fhall, af- 
ter the paflingof this ad, be guilty of opprefling 
any of his majefly’s fubjeds, or in the excrcife of 
fuch employments, or authority, fliall be guilty 
of any other crime or oftence, fuch apprefiions, 
crimes, and offences, fliall, and may be, enquired 
of, heard, and determined, in his majeffy's court 
of King^s-Bcnch, in England ; and that fuch pu- 
nllhments (hall be inflided on fuch offenders, 
as are ufually in-iided for offences of the like 
nature, committed in England ; and that all of* 
teuccs againfl: this ad may be allcdged to be com- 
mitted, and mav be laid, enquired of, and tried, 
in the county of Mlddlefex.” 

The committee examined Mr, Nuthall (whp 
has been fifteen years follcitor to the company) 
wiiether, during this time, there were any, and 
what inftanccs of profccutions ordered by the ge- 
neral court, or court of diredors, agaiiift any of 
tbwir fervants, for mifconilud in India; and, par- 
ticularly, whether there where any, and what, 
inllancesof criminal profccutions founded on the 
above-mentioned claufes. He informed the com- 
mittee, that he knew no inffance of any criminal 
profecution brought or ordered upon either of the 
above-mentioned claufes, and that he had known 
only two inftanccs of any profecution Or^dcred 
againft any of the company's fervants, on account 
of mifeondud in India, by the general court, or 
court of diredors. That one of thofe was a bill 
filed in Trinity term, 1 766, by order of the eburt 
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of" diredtors, upon the opinion of the attorney- 
general and company's council, againfl: Meflrs. 
Johnfton, Leyeefter, Burdell, Senior, and Grey, 
for an' account and payment to the company of 
divers large fums of money, jewels, and other va- 
luable things, obtained from the nabob and his 
minifters, under the denomination of prefents, in 
breach of their covenants with the company ; that 
after the defendant, Johnfton, had obtained feve- 
ral orders for time to anfwer, and before any of 
the defendants had put in their anfwers, the gene*- 
ral court, on the 6th of May, 1767, refolved. 
That the various profecutions commenced by or- 
der of the court of diredors, in the name of tbp 
. Eaft-India company, againft their former fervanrs 
in Bengali and alfo all attachments ordered againft 
the eted^ of fuch fervants, on account of pre- 
fents received before figning the covenants on the 
9ihofMay, 1765, be difeharged. 

That the other cafe was an information in the 
exchequer, at the fuitof the attorney' general, on 
relation of the company, againft Mr. Bolts (who 
bad been a fervant of the company at Bengal, and 
after his refignation continued an alderman of the 
mayor’s court) for a difeovery and account of il- 
licit trade carried on by him in the Eaft Indies, 
after he had refigncd the company’s fcrvice, and 
of the gains made thereby, and that he might be 
decreed to pay the company after the rate of thirty 
per cent, according to the ilatutc of the feventh of 
George the Firft. That the defendant put in a 
plea and demurrer to the information, inlifting, 
that, he was an alien by birth, and having been 
naturalized^ was not compellable by law to make 
, ar>y 
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pnyanfwcr the information ; that his plea and 
ifemurrenvere argued before ihe court in Trinity 
term, 1772; that the court ovcr-rulcd the pica 
and demurrer, and ordered the defendant to an- 
fwerthe information that the defendant has ap, 
pealed to the Houfe of Lords, and that this ap* 
peal was ftill there depending. 

,The committee further aiked Mr. Niithall, 
whether there were any, and what fifits or pro- 
fecutions ordered by the court of diredors ogaind 
any of their fervants in India, not yet commenced; 
Mr. Nuthall informed the committee, that in Fe- 
bruary lad, he received orders from the court of di- 
redors to profccute Lord Clive, and a great num- 
ber of gentlemen, rvho had been in the company's 
fcrvice in India, to recover very coniiderablc fums 
claimed to be due from them to the company, on 
account of the duties on fait, bcetle-nut, and to- 
bacco, and which it was the opinion of their 
council were recoverable. 

To proceed againft Lord Clive to recover a de- 
mand of one } per cent, on the net dewannee reve- 
nues of Bengal, which his lordlhip received by way 
of commiflion,as prefident of Fort- William, for fe- 
veral months after he had quitted that prefidency, 
and alfoagaindMr.VercIftinrcfpedof thclcomnul- 
fion of the diid revenues, received by him when he 
was prefident at Fort-William, and to jirokcurc 
feveral other perfons who had been in the con:- 
pany's fcrvice, on v horn the company wcie lu!- 
vifed they had demands, on account of the malia- 
tute tax in Bengal : That three bills, in equitv, 
have been pre])ared againft a great number of^clc- 
fendants, refpefting the trade and duties on fait ; 
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and againft Lord Clive aad Mh Verelft feparately, 
to recover the company’s demands rcfpeiVmg the 
commifEon on the revenues ; that thofe "bills 
have been perufed and figned by the company's 
council!, and that fair copies were immediately to 
be laid before Mr. Attorney General, for his ap- 
probation, before they are filed. That bill is 
likewife now before the company’s council, againft 
a great number of perfons, for recovery of feve- 
ral large fums of money, received by them under 
colour of the mahatiite tax ; and that thefe will be 
filed with all polfible expedition, as foon as 
it has been approved of by the company’s coun- 
cil and Mr. Attorney General, before whom that 
.bill is alfo direded to be laid. 

The committee examined fcveral of the wit- 
nefles, who were bell: acquainted with Rcngal, 
Whether it was polfible to bring natives trom 
that country to England, to give their teftimony 
in any profecution or fait to be commenced here 
for matters done or arifing in Bengal ; and were 
informed, by all the witnefles who fpoke to this 
point, that though they knew no obflruftion to 
the bringing over Mahometan w'itnefles, but the 
length and expcnce of the voyage, they confi- 
dered it as abfolutely iinpoflible to bring them 
over any witnell’es of the Gentoo religion, it being 
one of the cftablilhcd principles of that religion, 
that water is facred, and that to defile that clement 
(which according to their notion is done by many 
unavoidable ads) is a profanation, for which, 
any perfon fo ofiending ftiall forfeit his call ; that 
il Gentoo could be prevailed upon to crofs the 
feas in order to come to England, they, mull nc- 

ceflarily 
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Cff&rily bfl pfrlbns dcftitiifc of thc^r prmciplf;^ 
which they arc taught by their profeffiron to re* 
vere, and therefore unworthy to receive credit as 
wkneffes. 

The committee muk alfo ohferxy, that in nany 
cafes, which might be proper fubjedt of ptofeev^ 
tion in this country, the teftimony of the Bricift 
fubjeds, or other Europeans reiiding in Bengal, 
may be neceffary, and that the dufficulty and ex- 
pence of bringing over thefc, or any witneffes, 
leems almoft an infurmountable obftrnflion to the 
life and efficacy of the ftatiites, allowing profecii- 
lions in England for offenecii committed in India ; 
and that the fame circumftances equally obftriict 
the attainment of julHce by civil adion of any na- 
ture, for any injury, or demand, arifing in that 
country. 

The committee mull further remark, that the 
power exercifed by the general court, of putting 
a Hop to profecutions ordered by the court of di- 
reftors*, may tend greatly to defeat the efficacy of 
the llauitcs, as the perfon charged, efpecially 
whore he is or has been in any confiderablc ftation 
in the company’s fervice, may have it in his pow- 
er, by the management of his friends, to contrive 
at fomc time or other, by a majority of a general 
court, to put a Hup to the intending or depending 
profccution. 

The committee have now fubmitted to the 
houfc all the raatcrii<l‘.i rlv/y have been able to col- 
kS upon the fubjedl of rlio prefent (late of judica' 
turc at Bengal, andBahar. In the courfe of that en- 
quiry, they were led into feme queflions relative 
tx) the rate of intcreft allowedin the courts of that 
' ' coun- 
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conDtry, . tlKjr will conclude this report fay ftating 
to the iioufe the information they received upon 
this fubjeft. 

Mr. Becher Informed the committee. That In 
cafes of mercantile debts, the courts fometimes 
allowed intereft, and that he believed the rate al* 
lowed in fuch cafes was one per cent, per menfem, 
which, he faid, he confidered as the current in- 
tereft of the country in the mercantile tranfaftions, 
aniongft men of property and reputation ; that he 
has often heard of voluntary agreements for a much 
higher rate of intereft, even to three per cent, per 
menfem, where the occafion has been urgent, and 
the loan for a fliort time, and attended with rilk. 

Mr. Manningham faid, he could not afeertain 
‘the rate of intereft which a court in that country 
will allow, but that they would not allow an exor- 
bitant intereft. That the ufual intereft given by 
the company, when he was in Bengal, was nine 
per cent, per annum ; by Europeans, in accounts 
with each other, ten per cent, per annum ; and by 
the natives, he believes, twelve per cent, per an- 
num ; and that he imagines the cutchcry’ did not 
allow above that rate. Being alked, what rate of 
intereft he had known to be taken in the country, 
he faid, that it was ufual for the Seats, and other 
fliroffs, (bankers) at Murfhadabad, to furnifh rhe 
zemindars, when prefled for money to pay their 
rents to government, at the rate of three per cent, 
per menfem. 

The committee muft obferve, that, according to 
thefe accounts, three per cent, per menfem, is a 
rate of intereft never given, but in cafes of great 
cmei^gency; and neverthelcfs, that in the iSth 

propo* 
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propofitlon of the propofed regulations^ lately 
tranfmitted from Bengal to the court of direftors af- 
ter flating; that the rates of intereft hitherto audio- 
rifed by cuftom, having mounted to the moft exor- 
bitant ufury, the following rates are now cfthblifli- 
ed to be received and paid, as well for paft debts, 
as on future loans on money, viz. one fum not ex- 
ceeding one hundred rupees principal, an intereft 
of three rupees per annus per cent, per menfern, 
or half ah anna in the rupee ; on lums above one 
hundred rupees principal, an intereft of two ru- 
pees per cent, per menfeni ; the principal and in- 
tereft to be difeharged according to the condition 
of the bond 5 and all compound intereft arifing 
from an intermedratc adjuftment of accounts, to 
be deemed unlawful, and prohibited. When 
a debt is fued for upon a bond, which fliall be 
formed to fpccify a higher intereft than the efta- 
blifhed rates, the intereft fliall be wholly forfeited 
unto the debtor, and the principal only recover- 
able ; and that all attempts to elude this law, by 
dcdiidioiis from the original loan, under whatever 
denomination, lhalll be puniflicd by a moiety of 
amount of the bond to government, and the other 
half to the debtor. 

But the committee arc inclined to think, that 
the faid regulations point at fuch extortions as 
particularly appear in Murlhadabad confultations 
of the i8th of February, 1772, (of which fomc 
account was given in a former report of the com- 
mittee) containing evidence given by fundry gen- 
toos on oath, relative to the interefl of money in 
the province of Rungpore, in Bengal ; from 

whence 
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whence the committee colleft, that though the fa- 
mily of the Seats, and others, have taken, for mo- 
ney lent by them, intereft to the amount of tiiree 
per cent, or perhaps in fome cafes, three and a half 
per cent, per annum, obligation to pay five j tr 
cent, per annum, have been there exafttd, and 
the borrower compelled to pay the fame, becaule 
thofe had been accuftomed to lend at a lower rate 
now refufed to fupply them with money, alledging 
that if they attempted to recover their loan from 
the zemindars, fuch attempts would be fruftrated 
by the power of the perions lending at five per cent. 
And from the fame evidence, the committee find, 
that even after an agreement to pay five per cent, 
the debtors have been adhially obru^ed to pay four- 
teen per cent, and as thefe extortions have proba- 
bly not been confined to the province of Rungpore, 
the committee think it the more likely thefe regu- 
lations, jull dated, to have been made with a view 
to reprels the fame, as evidently inconfiftent with 
the propriety of the country ; and highly detrimen- 
tal to the revenue received by the company. 

The committee have thus reported all they have 
found material in the books and correfpondence of 
the company, or in any evidence laid before them, 
concerning the judicatures of Bengal. They have 
made a confidcrable progrefs in their export con- 
cerning the conduft of the company’s fervants 
in India, in drawing the bills which were accepted 
beiwccn the firll day of March, one thoufand fe- 
ven hundred and feventy one, and the fir It day of 
March, one thoufand feven hundred and feventy- 
two, end concerning the condud: of the compatiy 
in England after the receipt of them ; and the com- 
mittee will report, with as much expedition as pof- 
You IV, bl>)o. 
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fistic, w'hat ^hey find material with refpeft to thU 
.aad tl;ic other^j^j^dk of this enquiry. 

Copy of the fortieth paragraph of the letter from 
the governor and council in Bengal^ for the de^ 
parirpcjit of thp revenues, to the court of direc* 
tors, dated 3d November 1772. 

** The more regular adminiftration of juftice was 
deliberated on by the committee of circuit, and a 
plan was formed by them, which afterwards met 
with our approbation. Wc cannot give you a bet- 
ter idea of the grounds on which it was framed, 
then by referring you to a copy of it, together with 
a letter from the comnuttee to the board oi> this 
occafion ; both of which make numbers ir> this 
packet, and we earneftly recommend them to your 
perufal, requffting to be aflifted with fuch further 
orders and inftruitions thereon, as they may re- 
quire, for completing the fyltem we have thus en- 
deavoured to cftablilh, on the moft equitable, fo- 
lid and permanent footings We hope they will be 
read with that indulgence, which, wc are humbly 
of opinion, is due to a work of this kind, under- 
taken on the plain principles of experience and 
conamon obfervaiion, without the advantages which 
at} Intimate knowledge of the theory of law might 
have o^ered us : we have endcavc>ured to adopt 
our regulations to the manners and underftandings 
ot the pople, and exigencies of the country, adhe- 
ring as clofely as we are able, to their ancient ufa-r 
g^s and- conflitutions, It will be.ftill a work of 
feme months we fear, before they caiv be cborwugh^ 
ly cft^blifncd throughout the provinces,, but' we 

ihall 
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•ihali tliink out kbouw^mply recompenced, If they 
jneetvvith your approbation, and areproduSive cf 
the good ciFedts we had in view.** 

Copy of a letter frbm the committee of council to 
the Council at Fort William, dat^d ColTimbuzar 
the 15th of Aprili 1772. 

In the copy of our proceedings, vl^hich accom- 
panied our letter of the 28th ultimo, we intimated 
our intentions of communicating to you our fenti- 
mentsina futurcaddrefs, upon thefubjeftof thema- 
giftracy of this province^ which, thoiighan appen- 
dage of thenazimut, we confidered as not necellri- 
tily connedted with the propoiitions which were then 
recommended to your attention, and of too much 
importance to be lightly oronly occafionally tread d^ 
We now iranfmlt to you the rcfult of our delibe- 
rations on this fubjeft^ in the inclofcd paper, inti- 
tuled, A plan tor the adminiftraiion of juftice** ; 
and if it meet with your approbation, we with to 
receive your infti udions for carrying it into imme- 
diate execution. 

' For the information of our honourable employ- 
.ers, it may be necelfary to premife, what you 
readily perceive, that in forming the incloled plan. 
We have confined ourfelves with a Icrupulous ex- 
aifnefs to the conftitutional terms of judicature, al- 
ready eftablithed in this province, which are not 
only fuch as We think in ourfelves bed calculated 
for expediting the courfe of juftice, by fuch as are 
bed adapted to the undertakings of the people. 
Whye we iball appear to have deviated in any re- 
fpeit from the known: forms, our intentions has 
. ; been 



[ 3*^4 J 

been to recur to the original principals, and to giv'e 
them that efficacy, of which they were deprived by 
venal and arbitrary innovations, by partial immuni- 
ties granted as a rtlief againfl; the general and allow- 
ed abufesand authority, or by fome radical defedt 
in the conftitution of the courts in being ; and 
thole changes we have adopted with the lefs hefita- 
tion, as they are all of fuch a nature, as, we arc 
morally certain, wilj prove both of general fatisfac- 
tiun and general cafe to the people. 

The general principals of all defpotic govern- 
ments, that every degree of power (hall be fimple 
and undivided, leems neceilarily to have introdu- 
U‘d itfelf into the courts of jiiOice •, this will appear 
from a view ol thedrllercnt officers of juftice infti- 
mted in thefe provinces, which, however unwib 
ling we are to engrofs your time with fuch details, 
k\edcem necellary on this occafion, in proof of the 
ibove affertions, and in juftification of the regula* 
dons which we have recommended. 

The nazim, as fupreinc magiftrate, prefides per- 
fonally in the tiials of capital offenders, and holds 
i court every Sunday, called the roz adawlet. 

The dewan is the iuppofed magirtrate for the de- 
fifjon of inch caufesas relate to real ellates, or pro* 
)erty in land, but fcIJuni cxerciles this authority 
n f)erfon. 

The darogo adawlec al Aalea is properly the de- 
)uty of the nazim ; he is the judge of all matters of 
property excepting claims of land and inheritance ; 
e alfo takes cognizance of quarrels, frays, 'and 
bufive names. 

The darogo adawletdewannce, or deputy ojf the 
ewan, is the. judge of. property in land. 


The 
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Tire phoufdar is the olHcer of the police, the 
judge of all crimes not capital ; the proofs of thcfe 
hits are taken before him, and reported to the na- 
zinS for his judgment and fentence upon them. 

The cazee is the jodge of all claims of inheri- 
tance or fucceffion ; he alfo performs the ceremo- 
nies of weddings, circumcifion and funerals. 

The mohtcfile has cognizance of dmnkennefs, 
and of the vending of fpiritous liquors and intoxica- 
ting drugs, and the examination of falfe weights 
and meafores. 

The mufftee is the expounder of the law. 

Memorandum. The cazee is affilted by the 
mufree and mohtelile in his court. After hearing 
the parties and evidences, the muftec writes the 
fettwa, or the law applicable to the cafe in queftion^ 
and the cazee pronounces judgment accordingly. 
If either the cazee or mohtefile difapproves of the 
fettwa, the caufe is referred to the nazlm, who 
fummons the jilafs, or general affembly, confiding 
of the cazee, &c. and all the learned in the law, 
to meet and decide upon it. This decifion is final. 

The catiortgos are the regifters of the lands. 
They have no authority ; but caufes of lands are 
often referred to them for decifion, by the nazim, 
or dewan, or darogo of the dewannees. 

The cottvall is the peace-officer of the night, 
dependent on the phouzdary. Froni this lilt it 
will appear, that there are three courts properly 
for the decifion of civil caufes (the canongos be- 
ing only made arbitrators by reference from the 
other courts) and one for the police and criminal 
maticrs. The authority of the mohtefile in the 
latter being too confined to be conlidcred as an ex- 
ception ; 
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45cptlon t yet, as all defeftive inflitutions footi de^ 
generate, by ufe, in that form to which they arc 
inclined, by the unequal prevalence of their com- 
ponent parts ; fo thefe courts are never known to 
adhere to their preferibed bounds, but when re- 
flrained by the vigilance of a wjfer ruie than com- 
monly falls to the lot of dcfpotic ftates; at all 
-Other times, not only the civil courts encroach 
on each other’s authority, but both civil and cri- 
minal often take cognizance of the fame fubjeds ; 
or their powers gradually becomes weak and ob- 
* Iblctc, through their own abufes, and the ufurpa- 
tions of influence.. For many years pad the da- 
roges of the Adawlet al Aalea, and of the de- 
wannee, have been confidcred as judges of the 
fame caufes, whether of real or pcrfonal property ; 
and the parties have made their application to 
chance, caprice, intcreft, or the fuperior weight 
and authority of either, direfted their choice. At 
prefent, from obvious caufes, the dewannee 
adawlet is in effedtthe only tribunal, the adawlut 
al Aaka, or the court of thenazim, exifting only 
in the name. 

It muft however be remarked, in exceptions to 
the above affertions, that the phouzdary being a 
Angle judicature, and the objcdls of it clearly dc- 
figned,' it is feklom kno wn but in time of anar- 
chy, to encroach cn ‘the civil power, or lofe 
much of its own authority ; this, however, is 
much the cafe at prefent. 

The court in which the cazee prefides, feems 
t 9 be formed on wifer maxims, and even on more 
enlarged ideas of jufticc and civil liberty, than 
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are common to the defpotic notions of Indian go* 
vernmcnt. 

They muft be unanimous in their judgmenr, or 
the cafe is referred in coiirfe to the general alfem^ 
bly ; but the intention of this reference is de- 
feated, by the importance which is given to it, 
and the unfurmoiintable difficultieb attending the 
ufe of it. Few cafes of difputed inheritance will 
happen, in which the opinions of three indepen- 
dent judges fhalt be found to concur, There is, 
therefore, a neceffity, either that one fliall over- 
rule the other two, which deftroys the purpofe of 
their appointment, or that daily appeals muft be 
made to the nazim, and his warrant iflued to 
fummoii all learned in the law, from their homes, 
their ftudies, and neceflary occupations, to form 
a tumultuous alicmbly, to hear and give judg- 
ment upon them. The confecjucnce is, that the 
general aflembly is rarely held, and only on oc- 
cafions which acquire their importance, form that 
of the parties, rather than from the nicety of the 
cafe itfelf. The cazee, therefore, either advifes 
with his colleagues in his own particular court, 
and gives judgment according to his own-opinion, 
or more frequently decides without their affiftance 
or prefence. ♦ 

Another great and capital defcdl in thefc courts 
is the want of a fubftituteor fubordinate juritdic- 
tion for thediftribution of juftice in fuch parts of 
the province as lie out of their reach, which in 
effect confines their operations in a circle, extend- 
ing a verv fmall ditlancc beyond the bounds of 
the city of Murfhadabad. This indeed is not uni- 
Veri^dly the calc ; but perhaps it will not be diffi- 
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cult to prove the exceptions to be an accunuilatioii 
of the grievance ; fince it is true, that the courts 
of adawlct arc open to the complaints of all men ; 
yet it is only the rich or the vagabond part of the 
people who can afford to travel lb far for juflice ; 
and if the induftrious labourer is called from the 
farthermoft part of the province to anfwer their 
complaints, and wait the tedious procefs of the 
courts, to which they are thus made amenable, 
the confequenccs in many cafes will be more 
ruinous and oppreffive, than an arbitrary decifion 
could be, if pafled againfl: them without any law 
or procefs whatever. 

This defeft is not, however, left abfolutely 
without a remedy ; the zemindars, farmers, 
fliicdars, and other officers of the revenue, af- 
fuming that power for which no provifion is made 
by the laws of the land, but which, in whatever 
manner it is exercifed, is preferable to a total 
anarchy. It will however be obvious, that the 
judicial authority, lodged in the hands of men 
who gain their livelihood by the profits on the 
colledions of the revenue, muft unavoidably bo 
converted to fourccs of private emolument ; and, 
in efted, the greaieft oppreffions ot the inhabitanr j 
owe their origin to their necellary evil ; the ra/cd 
has alio his fubftitute in the diRrids, but their leg;d 
powers arc too limi-ed to be of general ufc ; and 
the powers which they afiunne being warranted hy 
no lawful comniifliori, bur. depending on their own 
pleafurc, or the abliify of the people to contell: 
them, is a I fo an opprtffion. 

From this variety of materials, we have endea- 
voured fo form the plan of a more com^alere, but 
more cxtenfive fyftem of judicature, by confHturiug 

two 
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twofuperlor courts at the capital, the one compo- 
fed of the united magillracy of the ad.nvl.it al 
Aalea, the adawlct dewannee, and ilit r.-.'e.j (or 
cazee s ofhcej for the decilion of civi' cauU.s ; tbo 
orher correfponding to cIk* phouzdarrt^e, fjr tho 
trial of criminal cafo^. To prcvt.*nr the iibiife of 
the power vefted in thele courts, and to give aurho- 
rlcy to their decrees, each, irdlead of a fiiiglo 
judge, is made to coniift of fevci.d members ; and 
their enquiries arc to be conducted under tl'.e in- 
fpeftion and ianiflinn of the funrenne adminiiliation. 
To render the diilribution of jullice equal in every 
part of the province, fimilar but infcrir.r courts are 
alfo propokd for each fepcrace dinr:(5t, and ac- 
countable to the fuperif r. The ufurped poVvCrof 
the officers of the colle(!:llons, and ol: llu- creditors, 
over the perfons of their debtors, is aboUffitd. 

The judicial authorlry, v/hlch by the tench re- 
gulation is dill allowed to the farmers of the reve- 
nue, Isa fingle exception to the uencral rule, which 
vve have laid down, of confining fuch powers t ) the 
two courts of Ad.iwlet ; but as this is redrideed to 
cads of property not exceeding ten rupee‘s, and 
as they have no power of indidirg piinilhmenr, 
or levying fines, we think an ill ufe is not likely to 
be made of fo inconfiderable privilege, efnecially 
as they themfelves are amenable to the courts of 
juftice, which will be always ready to receive com^ 
piaints againft them ; and fomc fuch means of de- 
cidiing the trifling difputes of the ryetts upon the 
fpot is abfolutely necclldry, as they cannot afForJ, 
nor ought to be allowed, on everv murud difigrcc- 
roent,^to travel to the fudder cuichcrry for julbce. 

VoL. IV*. Rr ’ Iha 
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The deteftabie and unauthorlfed exaftions of the 
phouzdar court, which had its exad imitators in eve- 
ry farmer and aumil of the province, under the de- 
nomination of bazee jumma, have been prohibited, 
conformable to the wife and humane conjundlions 
of our honourable matters 5 who, from the fame 
fpirit of equity, have renounced the right hitherto 
exercifed by country government, and authorifed 
by the mahometan law, to a commiffion on the a- 
mount of all the debts, and on the value of all pro- 
perty recovered by the decrees of its courts ; a 
praAice repugnant to every principal of juttice, 
and it makes the magiftrate a party in the caufe on 
which he decides, and becomes a legal violation cf 
the rights of private property committed by the 
power which ttiould proteft and fecure it. 

It has alfo been our aim to render the accefs of 
juttice as eafy as poffible. 

By keeping exad records of all judicial proceed- 
ings, it is hoped that thefe inftitutions, if they re- 
ceive the fanftion of your approbation, will re- 
main free from the neglects and charges to which 
they would be liable from a lefs frcqoent in- 
fpedion. 

We have judged it necettary to propofc fome ex- 
ceptions to the order of. the court of directors, for 
the total abolition of fines in the court of phouz- 
darrcc. All oflences are not puniniable by ttripes, 
and to fentence^nicn of a certain rank in life, or uf 
a fuperior call, to fuch a public difgrace, would 
exceed the proportion of the offence, and (xtend 
the pnnittiment to all the relation^ and ronnedion^ 
of the delinquent ; to fuffer him to cfcape w^h to- 
tal impunity, would be an injuftice in the other ex- 
treme : 
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trcmc : in fuch a cafe, there is but the middle 
way, which we can adopt with an equal regard to 
the fpiric of our fuperior*s commands and the rights 
of juftice, thpt is, by^ levying the fine upon the 
offender, and converting it to a reparation of the 
injury. 

Our motives for the abolition of the fees of the 
cazees and muftees, will beft appear in the follow- 
ing extract of a minute of our proceedings ac 
Kilhen Nagar, relating to the tax on marriages, 
which we forbad to levy any lunger. Convinced of 
the pernicious effefts of fo Impolitic a tax, we 
propoie to grant tiie fame exemption to the other 
dirtridts, fubjedlsto our diiedtionand lubmitto your 
confideration, whether it will not be proper to 
make it general throughout the province. 

The fees of the cazees and muftees have always 
procured a heavy grievance to the poor, and an im- 
pediment to marriage. Initances have been quoted 
of men of forty and fifty years of age, who hav- 
ing led a llfeot ctiib xy, availed themielvcsof the 
exemption of the nabob Meer Colfim about 1763, 
to enter into a (late, from which they had been be- 
fore precluded folely by the want of means to fup- 
pore the various expences attending it. 

Extradl of the proceedings of the committee at 
Klfnan Nagar, dated June 28, 1772. 

The colleftor explains the cuftom on marriage 
to be a tax levied by government, at the variable/' 
rate of three rupees eight annees, and four rupees 
fourannees eadh. I'here are befides, fees paid to 
thetazscs and muftees : the former receive from 

the 
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the principal Inhabitants two rupees ; from the 
cond clafs one rupee eight annees ; and frem the 
lowell: edaib, one ruptc. The fees of the nuiftees 
arc received trom the malicrans and o.her people, 
who officiate at the teitival ; fo thai on tlie whole, 
the fees 0* iDarriage may be t* Hi mated at fix rupees 
foreiich, exciufivc of the du^is or voluntary bene- 
fad'ions of the Gcatoos to their Btaiiiins. 

The committee arc of opinion, and rLiolve ac- 
cordingly, that ail the fas and taxes of this arti- 
cle, which produce a rew niic to government, be 
, abolifhed, as tending to diicourage population ; an 
objed at all times- of importance to government; 
but more efpecially at this time, from the great 
lofsof inhabitants, which the country has i'urtainetl 
by the late famine, rnd the mortality which fc-!- 
lovved it : they are farther of opinion, that the 
aboliffiingof the fees to the cazee and muftcc, will 
afford a great relief to the inhabitants, as it will nut 
only abfolvc them from the fees themfelves, but 
alfo from the effeds of the oppreffive mode in 
which thefedues are exaded. 

' We have judged it ncccffary to add to the regu- 
lations, w'ithrefpcd to the courts of phouzdarrt e, a 
propolal for the fupprcllion and extirpation of de- 
coils, which will appear to be clldaied by a fpiric 
of rigour and violence, very ditlet^ent from the 
caution and lenity of our other propufitions, as it 
involves in fome rtfpeds, the innocent with the 
guilty. We wifh a milder expedient could be fug- 
gciled ; but we much fear, that this evil has ac- 
quired a great degree of its ftrength, from the ten- 
dernefsand modeiation which our government has 
^xercifed towards thefe banditti, fince it has inter- 
fered 
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fered in the internal protedion of the provinces. We 
confefs, that the means which we propole, can in 
no wife be reconcilable to the ipiritof our own con- 
ftitution ; but till that of Bengal iball atraln the 
lame periedlion, no conclufiou can be drawn from 
the Englifh law, that can be properly applied to 
the manners or llate of this country, '[‘he decoils 
of Bengal arc not like the robbers in England ; in- 
dividuals driven to fuch dcl'perate courfes by fud- 
den want. I'hey are robbers by profeffion, and 
even by birth ; they arc formed inro regular com- 
munities, and their families fubfift by the fpoils 
which they bring home to them ; they are ail 
therefore alike criminal ; wretches who have pla- 
ced tUuniclves in a Hate of declared war againft 
government, and are wholly excluded from the 
benefit of its laws, VVo have many inlianccs of 
their meeting death wiih the greateft inlcnfibility ; 
it kfes therefore its efted as an example *, but 
when executed in all the forms and terrois of law, 
in the midll of the neighbours and relations of the 
criminals ; wlr n thefc are treated as accefliirles to 
his guilt, and his family deprived of ihcir liberty, 
and feperated for ever from each other •, every paf- 
fiob which before ferved of an incentive to guilt, 
now becomes fubfervient to the purpoles of focict} , 
by turning them from avocation, in which all they 
hold dear : belidcs, life becomes forfeired by their 
convidion ; at the fame time their families, iriHead 
of being loft to the community are made nieful 
members of it, by being adopted into tliofe of tlio 
moft civilized inhabitants. l‘he ideas of {lav(.ry, 
borrowed from our American colonies, will nwikc 
every modification of it appear in tlic eyes of our 

own 
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own countrymen in England, a dreadful evil : but 
it is lar otherwife in this country ; here flaves are 
treated as the children of the families to which they 
belong, and often acquire a much happier ftate by 
their (lavery, than they could have hoped for by the 
enjoyment of Iil)(.riy ; fo that in effedl the apparent 
rigour they cxcrcifed on the children of convided 
robbers, will be no more than a change of condi- 
tion, by which they will be no fufferers ; though it 
will operate as 4 warning on others, and is the only 
means, which we can imagine capable of diflipa- 
ting thofc dcTpcratc and abandoned locieties, which 
fubfift on the diftrefs of the general communitv. 

According to the new plan for the adminiilra- 
tion of juftice, two courts of judicature have been 
cftabliflied in each one for the cognizance 

of civil caufes, the other for the trial of all crimes 
and niifdcmcanors, and in the like manner two 
fuperlor courts of jufticc at the chief feat of go- 
vernment, to which prcfulc two members of the 
council by rotation, Ai nothing is more condu- 
cive to the profperity of any country, than a free 
and cafy pxccTs to j nil ice and redrefs, the collec- 
tors of each dillrid ih.ill at: all times be ready to 
receive the petitions of the injured; and to pre- 
vent their being debarred this acccis from motives 
of intercll:, partiality or refentment in the officers 
or fervanls of the ciitchcrry ; a box was ordered 
to be placed at the door of the cutcherry in which 
the complainants might lodge their petitions at 
any time or hour they plcafc. As the litigioufiicfs 
and perfevernnee of the natives of this country, in 
their fuits and complaints, is often [)rodudivc 1101 
only of inconvenience and vexation to thefr ad- 

vtrfarksj 
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verfarics, but alfo a great expence and aftual 
opprelTion, no complaints okkr than a ftipulated 
date are adionablc and llioukl they be found 
guilty, as is often the cafe, of flying from the one 
court to the other, in order W prevent and pro- 
traft the event of iufticc ; the party fo transgrefling 
are confidcred as non-fuited, and according to his 
degree in life and the notoriety of the oflcnce, 
liable to fine or punifliment. 

By the Mahometan law all claims which have 
been dormant for twelve years, whether for land 
or money, are invalid. This is alfo the law of the 
Idindoos and the legal pratftice ot the country. 

’ The curtom of levying on the account of money 
recovered on the dec. live ot cauies, let y^ arbi- 
trary fines, was ablblutcly and for ever abolilhed. 

In all fuits regarding inheritance, marriages, 
and other religious ulagcs or inftiiutions, the laws 
of the Koran with refpeeT to M.ihomctans and 
thefe of the Shaffer with refpea: to Gentoos fliall 
be invariable adhered to : on all fnch occafions 
the Bramlns or moufavecs lhall refpcdlivcly at- 
tend to expound the law, they lhall fign the re- 
port and aflifl on jviTuig the decree. As the peace 
of the country hail been for fome years pail: gteatly’ 
ditlurbed by lands oi deeoi's, who not on!\ infcli- 
ed high roads, but often plundered whole villages 
burning the houfes and murdering rue inhabi- 
tants ;‘tbofe abandoned out-laws having found 
means to eliKlc every aitcnipt which th ‘ t .gilancc 
of government hail put in force, ueteuiing 

amrbring fuch atrocious crimin.ils to inllicc, by' 

tlio Secrecy of their haunts, and the wd-.i ilate^of 
the dlflricLS, which were inofl fubjed lo their in- 

cur lions, 
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curfions, it become the indifpenfiblc duty of go- 
vernment, to try the moll vigorous means, finee 
experience had ’proved every lincut and ordinary 
remedy to be ineffedlual. It was therefore refolv- 
cd, that every fucli criminal, on convidionlhould 
be carried to the village to which he belonged, and 
be there executed, for a terror and example to 
others ; and for the further prevention of fuch 
abominable pradices, the village of which he was 
an inhabitant, was to be fined, according to the 
cnornrity of the crime, and each inhabitant ac- 
cording to his fubftance, and the family of the 
criminal became the flaves of the ftates, and was 
difpofed of for the great benefit and convenience 
of the people, according to the diferetion of the 
government. 

The Tannedars and pikes of the dlftrids were 
to be puniflied by difmi/lion, or fines if they ne- 
glcdcd the duties of their charge ; and as an 
encouragement for them to exert thcmfclves in 
the protedion of the villages committed to their 
care, and in deteding and bringing to juftice oi- 
fenders againft the public peace, grams of lands 
and peculiar privileges were granted them pro- 
portionable to their fcrviccs. 
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Xhe charges of the civil eftablifliment of thexpm- 
pany in India, for ten years War, fct forth be- 
fore the committee of fccrccy, appointed by the 
houfe of commons^ to amount to 3,660^426!. 
videlicet. 

In the priefidcncy of Fort William, to £. 2,017,791 
Fort St. George - 43^>345 

Bombay - - ^ 956)887 

Bencoolen »• 288,760 

St. Helena - - 48^643 

4nd thecxpences of the military eftablifhments 
as fet forth in the faid report, to amount to 
14,414,064, videlicet. 

In the prefidency of Fort William, to 8,143,058 

Fort St. George - 4,594,282 

Bombay - 1,403,913 

Bencoolen • - 116,180 

St. Helena - - 156,631 

And the charges of fortifications and buildings 
in the feveral fettlcments in India, as fet forth in 
the faid reports, amounted to 2,288,98 1 1, videlicet. 

Jn the prefidency of Fort William, to jT, 1,601,967 


Fort St.Georgc - 262,733 
Bombay - • 396)585 

Bencoolen • - 19,488 

St. Helena r - 8,208 

VoL. IV. Sf An 
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An account of (he ftated falaries and allo'iy^nqes 
to the company’s civil fcrvants in India and, at Sc. 
Helena^ with that of their commiflion upon the 
Indian revenues* 


The governor of Bengal, per annum. 4800 
Commiffion on the revenues ^ i8,5r 6 $ 

Total 23,316 6 

The governor of Fort St. George 
per annum. - - 3,000 

Commiffion on the revenues - 4 j037 5 

Total 7,037 5 

The governor of Bombay, per annum, i ,668 15 
Commiffion on the revenues • 3000 

Total 4668 15 

The^overnor of Bencoolen, per annum. 1,000 
Governor of St, Helena - - 600 

With tabic and fervants 


Bengal fecond in council, per annual. - 368 15 
Commiffion on the revenues - - 2687 17 

Total 3056 1 2 


Bengal third, fourth and the reft in 
council, each per annum. 
Commiffion on the revenues - 


342 13 
1,194 
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I<ort Sf. George, fecond in council 276 to 
Commiffion on the revenues - 1067 7 



Total 

*333 17 

Third, fourth and the reft in 

council. 


each 

- 

129 10 

Commiffion on the revenues 

- 

480 12 


Total 

610 2 

Bombay fecond in council 

. 

287 9 

Commiffion on the revenuee 

• 

900 


Total 

1187 9 

Third in council 

• • 

145 

Fourth, and the reft in council, each - 

1*5 

Commiffion on the revenues 


450 


Total' 

720 

Third in council. 

- 

595 

Fourth, &c. 

• 

575 


Senior merchants each, Bengal - tt 

Fort St. George - 80 
Bombay - 85 

Bencoolen - 200 

Junior merchants each, Bengal - - 75 

Fort St. George - 70 
Bombay - 75 

Bencoolen - 170 


Fadtois 
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FaAors'facli‘> Banzai <• > • • 

F6rt'St, Geoagt • . - 6o 
Bombay • i 

Behcookn '< *1(0 


Writers each, Bengal •- - 

Fort St. George . 6o 
Bombay • - 6a 

Bcncoolen • ue 


St. Helena fecond in council 
Third 

Fourth, &c. 
Fadlors, each 
Writers, each 


350 

a«o 

180 

100 

70 


Befides falary and diet, fuch as are not provided 
with apartments are allowed for houfe rent at Ben- 
gal 30I. per annum, at Bombay andBehcoolen sol, 
and at Sr. Helena lol. 

The above falaries and allowances are exclufive 
of any emoluments from a chief-fltip, or any other 
office or employ; and alfo exclufive of an allow- 
ance to the governor and council at Bencoolen of 
3I. per ton, on all the pepper exported from thence, 
which on a fuppofition that it is 2000 tons pet 
annum, will be 6000I. 

The council at Bengal and Fort Gt. George, con- 
fifis of ten members, and at Bombay, it is compo- 
fed of nine. 

The dated falaiy allowances and gratuity pods of 
the company's civil fervants at Fort William, and 
fiibordmates from 1762 to 1772 inclufive, axe as 


Gover- 
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Govcrnof- and calh-kecpcr - 24,cfoo , 
Second in council, yearly latary, 
monthly allowance, houfc rear# 
twenty-one and a half per cent* 
on the net produce of the Calcutta 
lands, and one per cent, on the 
mintcuftoms - - 1697 io 

Accomptant and colleftor of lands 
and revenues - - 5(^01 10 

Third and fixth in council and chiefs 
of Patna and Chittagong - 12,720 

Fourth in council and chief of Caf* 
llmbuzar - - 4360 

Fifth in council and chief of Lucky- 
pore - * - 2860 

Seventh in council and chief of 

Decca - - - 2360 

Eighth in council export and ware- 
houfe-keeper - - 1181 10 

Ninth in council, cuftom-mafter, 

&c* - - ti8i 10 

Tench in council, Import ware- 
houfe-keeper - iiRi lo 

Chaplain - - 270 ' 

Five junior merchants - 3150 

One junior merchant and commif- 
fary-general ' - - jCi 15 

Junior merchant and chief at Mid- 

napore - - j(>l 15 

Junior merchant and prefident at 
Malda - - - 762 15 

Junior merchant and minf-mafter ditto 762 15 
• Total filary and emoluments. 24,000 
Nine counfeliois - - n 

One 
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Qne, chaplain 
Nine junior merchants 
Nineteen fadtors - 
Two furgeons 
Twenty I'even writers 

Current llupecs. 
Refident at Burdwajx 


,2,070 

12.555 14 
37.756 15 i 

3,462 2 6' 
35.972 12 9 

1541 10 


The total amount of falary and emoluments of 
the council, fenior and junior merchants, faftors, 
writers, chaplains and furgeons from the year 1762 
to 1772 is 230,400!. 17s. iid. 

The ordinary charges of Fort St. George, for 
falary, diet and allowances, never exceeded 71,6981. 
a year, and were in the year 1763, ho more than 
23,169!. 

The ordinary charges of the civil eftablifliment 
of Bombay, amounted in the year 1771, to 
145.536I. 

The ftate of Bencoolen civil charges, amounted 
in 1768, 1025,855!. and in 1761 only tg 2,6661. 

The civil cflabiilhmcnt of St. Helena, including 
medicines and maintaining of blacks, amounted in 
1769, to 5,857). and never exceeded that fum. 

According to the late regulations refpefting the 
eftabiilhmgnt of the forces in Bengal, all officers 
or,foldicrs, whether of cavalry infantry, artillery 
or feapoys ; ail lafcars artificers and workmen of 
every denomination, afting in the field within the 
provinces, are allowed full batta/, half batta is paid 
to all of them, while in garrlfons, cantonments or 
<^uarcers. 

Dogble batta is granted to c6himi;ffioned officers 
only, ,whejn they are afling in ihc 6cld beyond’ the 

' prorin'- 
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provinces? and half double, or full batta, ivhen it| 
jgarrifon cantonments or quarters beyond the pro- 
vinces i blit officers who receive a double propor- 
tion of batta, are hot entitled to draw the monthly 
gratuity. No officer under the rank of a field of- 
ficer, when commanding a detachment on actual 
fervice, is to receive more batta than he claims 
from his rank ; but all fi^ld officers commanding 
detachments, either on adtual fervice or divifions 
of brigades" in cantonments arc allowed the batta of 
officers next ih rank above them. 

^Wben beyond the province in quarters or canton- 
ments, the cQmmanding officer, not being a field 
officer, fliall draw his full batta, all the other officers 
half batta only. All the rtaff who are commiffioned 
officers, receive pay and gratuity, belides their pay 
and allowances on the Itaff, according to their mi- 
litary rank ; but batta only in one capacity, that of 
their higheft rank. 

Such of the ftaff who arc not commiffioned offi- 
cers, and who have occafionally rank only by their 
office, have no right to the monthly gratuity. 

An allowance of three days diet monthly, agree- 
able to the vliftuaHing contrad, is made to all fol- 
diers, on their firft arrival at Fort William from 
England, or any of the prefidencics ; and thecon- 
tradlor’s full allowance for one day is given to the 
militaYy in general, on Chriftmas, new year’s 
jday, and the king’s birth day, and alfo for three 
days after any detachment returning into garrifon 
or cantonment from the field. No contingent bill 
exceeding 300 rupees is to be paid, unlefs coun- 
ferfigned by the commander in chief. The court 
of diredors were pleafed to allow a commillion of 

two 
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two and half per cent, upbrt^ theti" rief 'revenue?, 
to be divided amongfl their principaffttvant^, dvij 
and military ; the amount of this ebrnmiffion is to 
be divided into one hundred fhares J thofe alloted 
to the military to be as follows : 

The commander in chief as fuch only, he not 
being to Uure either as a member of the council 
or fecrct cemmittee, 

/hares 

To colonels each - 5^ 

Lieutenant colonels each about - - 2 

Major's about - ii 

The court ofdircftors farther declared, that the 
ample provifions here affigned to the commander 
in chief, affures him of an honourable competency, 
and they expeft the commanding ofllcers will fhew 
an unremitting attention to their duty, and the 
preventing of all frauds and abufes in the expences 
of the army. 

The appointments made to the reft of the field 
officers are fuch, as put their fervice on a more 
advantageous footing than any other fervice in the 
world, and give them the profpeft of improving 
their fortune by a gradual pfogreffion. 

The court of diredors ordered that the ellablilh- 
menc of field officers gf this prefidency (hall not eX' 
cecd the following number, vi^t: 

Three colonels of infantry, including the 'cotti- 
mander in chief. 

Six lieutenant colonels of infanti^y. 

One lieutenant colonel of artillery. 

One lieutenant colonel of engineers. ' 

Six 
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SIjc majors of infantry. 

Three majors of feapoys. 

One major of artillery. 

One major of engineers. 

The army is compofed of three brigades^ 

regiments were formed by lord ChVe.- 
Ev^ery n^w governor and general, on their acceffioa 
to command, leemto be fond of innovations, ililecl 
improvements, 'purpol'ely to difplay their talents 
and genius fruitful in refources. Thus three ftrong 
regiments were iplit into fix weak battalions and 
the companies reduced from fevenry to fifty nine 
companies. Thus expanded into eighteen requi- 
red twice the number ot non commifiioned oliicers 
upon the artivity, fteadinefs, fobriety and ik-ll >>f 
lerjeants and corporals, depends in great meal are 
the ciifcipline and regularity of every corps in this 
part of the world. Such people are fcarce in Ping- 
land, ftill fcarcer in India. Thcle deficiencies were 
fupplied by necefficy from the rank ; hence the 
companies were further diminillaed and the fervice 
almolt irreparably injured. Previous to any alte- 
ration a large proportion of recruits ought to have 
been levied. As it is, the companies are in 
low a (late, that what with the calualties ot one kind 
or other, there arc fcarccly ever platoons of abo* e 
fifteen men, not Tick in the fidd. 

There is a captain to every company, for the 
field officers have neither companies nor battalions 
of feapoys, two field officers therefore to each bn- 
talibn of infantry arc fuperfluous. By reducing 
their number, the government might annually fave 
fevCral thoufand pounds, and thefe liigher commif- 
T I fions, 
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,' The tb' the eajfJ^am of arftl*- 

Ifefjft 'by ‘the cHaSr^ of ^ITars, artificers and 
workmei/deli?^ated td hiib, renders his poll more 
lucratWc than is confident with the equality requi- 
frte -to ctcry fervice. l^le urtilteiry have ir.i!«sh 
^tcater pay ; and if they have biore trboWe t^on 
the infantry that is fuffirient compcnfatioii for lt. 
Ooe^field officer, lord Cl?ve, thought ffill enough* for 
this becafCtlfc each tompany has a captain^ and 
' tht'fteld: officer • U not confined to ady particular 
‘ftatioffi ‘bot mull refide where the con)tnander in 
chief i^bes; . » 

Lbrtftlivc’in fRcycar 1765, changed the mili- 
tary pay from Arcot to Sunnet rupees, for what 
reafon has never bCcn affigned ; for it could neither 
be from frugality, nor a define to ferve the army ; 
yrt’the foldiet feldom receives his fubfiftence in ihit 
ijflccic. The fluctuation of ejrchabge often occafi- 
bns confiderable loft to the men, prbdudnvo Of 
'continual murmurings and 'difeontenr: The trbdfes 
' Ihobfd be paid in one rcil not imilginaty com, 
wheri^of they know the adliial Value ; which boght 
to be fettled at the fame ftandard throughi^^ut t^e 
provinces, much'lefir be fobjcd: to an •M^bwali va- 
riation, ‘ 

In. confidcratibo of the aecononffcal fyftem aid 
varibos feftridibns eflafaliflhed in 176^5, 
officers 'had Other ihdulgcncics,* thought- adeqiiale 
to tbdf ftatibns,' thefe were aftferWafos 
' ytdded, add at length cither curtaiteft- bn ^UfSrent 
or qualified by fundT^‘jaiMifiSSti<^ 
^iebaine Ithrclfed to the ptefdat ftah<kicfe*^ Ke- 

dudlions 
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4lDlti9«5.,<>f-tbi« land were abfolutely wrongs ,un- 
advifed and improper, and they left an indelible 
ittipxeflion of injuftice. Much thought and pre- 
caution are tequifite in framing pecuniary regula- 
tions, or inctcafing fublidics in any department. 
To avoid a prefent and perhaps 'flight inconycnl- 
Once, is the ufual pka for .fuch augnoentatigns, 
which tends afterwards, to very difagreeable cm- 
^rairments, if not iniuperable difficulties. The 
-officers had been often affiured that they ftioutd 
be rewarded for their fervices ; but thofe ptomifcs 
■were violated ; a want of fffith highly unbfcomihg 
the dignity of government. Inclination for the- 
fervice muft be difcouraged by fuch fallaciet; 
fcarcely one of the officers afterwards rcpofed any 
confidence in the faith of their governors and na- 
turally fufpefted every order they iffued, thatfeem- 
ed to bear the leaft refemblance of favour to them, 
to be infidious, calculated to ferve a turn, and to 
admit of a finiftcr interpretation whenever they 
fliould think fit to expound it. The officers arc 
the body that muft in time of danger, fuppprt the 
iupreme authority, to the civil and military ; 
therefore it is an advantage to the fervice for them 
to think they are laying the foundation of an in- 
dependency, their allowances were the only chan- 
nel of recommendation for their labours. The 
genius of Bengal, and , the generous, not to fay 

profufe fpirit diffufed throughout the inhabitants 
of it, obliges every officer to appear in aftatc fit to 
fupport bis importance and His popularity. . .. 

Five officers of the brigade, faid the noble pro* 
fidenc, arc conftantly of my fatnil/. befides,acca- 
§oadg,uefts, and yet I m nit remarkable fir 
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,.i^ucb erntTKiund gr for 

^01e ft fci^ perhaps ' of anp in n^ rank. , Hi,s lor^ftip 
has delineated his own’ch^rader in . a few, woF^te, 
ifs a moft un'focial folitary being. ’ ^ ■ 

'He thought the model of brigades. a -happy 
contrivance, admirably calculated by the inedrpo- 
falmg foreign with native troops, for the defence 
of diltanr provinces. 

In regard to the batta, the company never faved 
a rupee by its redudion. Before this reformarion> 
officers never demanded quarters for themfelves, 
or biiferous for their conveyance, but were con- 
tent with fuch huts and boats as they firft found, 
at their own expence, or took their chance in 
tents againll the inclemency of the weather. After 
they had been curtailed of this douceur, tempo- 
rary quarters were built every year, and repaired. 
All forts of allowance delivered in kind, and con- 
tingent accounts vying with each other in extra-^ 
vagance. 

The feapoys are excellent light troops, if pro- 
perly difeiplined, with able commanders ; they 
are eafily recruited, a concourfe of lufty young 
fellows ainongft them offering daily their ferviccs 
to the army. Thefe troops want only to, be led 
on well, to be kept fteady ; and to be reftrained 
from firing and ruihingon precipitately to the at- 
tack or purfqit. When there is a fcarcity of men 
a tmfty havildar is fent into their own country 
with a fmarr, new, turban, glaring .fivf^rd, laced 
coat, and fome money j he generally luccccds:; 
his fair f])eeches and tinfel coat auratts.many fol- 
lowers. The ufc of fifes and drums may. be intrq-j 
duc^d ^mong them w;th effcdl ; their esrs bccoaie 
' ' habituated' 
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to^this mahi^l riitfic, wlilclx woiuid 
l^eet W'the qui6k movements pf Eurd- 
p6A)!t^ fbldiers, ' and'" theif manuoevrcs, laiici teach 
them to run to arms, and affeitible at the regular 
figlials and alarms. 

/..Th6 black cavalry is at prefent of no farther ufe 
tter^to attend the commander in chief and colo- 
nels of brigades, and arc too Inconfiderable to be 
of fervice in time of war ; it is inipoffible, from 
the vicionfnefs of their horfes, to difcipline ca- 
valry in Indoftan to a tolerable degree of perfec- 
tion : they are very expenfive to the government ; 
the pay of a fingle troop exceeding that of a fea- 
poy battalion. The European cavalry is almoft 
as infignificanr. 

The Lafears arc the only hard working people 
in the country ; they arc a very ufcful body in 
every part of their bufinefs, particularly in the 
management of cannon, in which they are almoft 
as expert as European matrofles. 

Lord Clive modelled the army according to the 
following cftabliftiment : 

The army to be formed into four brigades. 

A brigade to confift of one regiment of infantry, 
one company of artillery, four battalions offea- 
poys, two troops, or four fquadrons of cavalry, 
in rime of war only, and'onc battalion of lafears. 

The ftafF of a brigade, to be one brigade major, 
one aid-de-camp, one chaplain, one pay-maftcr, 
and one commiflary. 

A regiment of infantry to confift of one colo- 
nel, one lieutenant-colonel, one major, two grena- 
diers companies, and eight battalion companies. 

A bat- 
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•A battalic)© . company if>fon^'CAptaini onoHcu-^ 
tenant, one enfign, five ferjeants, five corporal, 
two drums, and feventy private. ' ^ ’ 

A-gren^dic; company, of otte captain, two 
tenants, five ’feijcahts, five cdrpOrals, three drunftf, 
feventy private.: ; j 

. A company of artillery to confift of one captajif, 
three lieutenants, four enfigns, ten ferjeants, ten 
drums, and ten^ fifes, one commandant, and one 
adjutant, with the rank of fubedars. 

Each company' to confift of feventy fcapoys* 

Black cavalry, each troop to confift of one 
captain, three lieutenants, oncfcrjeanc majoir, fiat 
ferjeants, two fide-drutas, two trumpets, and two 
hundred private; ? 

Were the fquadrons made as large in India as 
in Europe, they would, from the vicious nature 
of the horfes, become unwieldy and unmanager* 
able. 

The army would have been better calculated 
for defending the provinces, had a fuitahie diftri- 
bUtion been made of it in conjunftion with the in- 
dependent troops* 

The company have lhamefully ncgleftcd put 
all their advantageous pofts in a ftatu of defence. 

. Chittagong is abfolutely defencclefs; nor is 
there one material obftacle to obftrud an encmy.*s 
invafic>H'To the eaftward, and march to the prefi- 
,doncyi According to a former propofal of Mr^ 
'Vanfittart, ^afortrds might be erefted there, con- 
vcnienrly fituated, fccured by pofts, and fur- 
rounded by water ; it needs not be very large. 
Were the enemy then to attempt to landandpro- 
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ccd[iwcftvyard,<,th^ might be engaged betwteft 
tw^"fipcs. 

The Moratta cavalry-are. the only dangerous 
focstothe fouth-weft ; fome of the ftrong-holds in 
Midnapore, and the fronticr^ of Burdwan, Ihould 
therefore be repaired, for thcfe are the weakeft 
ftdes of tiie company’s fettlements. Encourage- 
ment fliould alfobe given to the inhabitants of 
thefe countries to build their hoiifcs in clumps on 
riling grounds, and fuch little mud forts as are 
frequent through the Bahar province. They are 
impregnable to borfc, and many of them cannot 
be taken without cannon* The width and depth 
of their ditches ferve as a fafe lodgment to their 
cattle, as their walls do for their families and 
grain. 

‘ The works of Banamporc are fufficient to fccure 
the poflage of the Ganges^ and that of the Coflim- 
buzar river, all round the ifland. 

. The faftory of Mauldah with a little addition 
can be made capable of protefting the Mauldah 
rivci^ ; and a little cxpence would render the 
works of Oadanullah a competent guard to all the 
country rbund Rajamahall. 

- As the pafs of Tehagaree over-awes the river, 
and entirely prevents accefs to the country on 
that fide, it. miy bc calily fortified. 

' MoJ^gbJCCIr^wiH be always a defirablc ftation for 
the company’s troops ; itrequire&but little (noney, 
time, ordaboilt, to repair its fortificationst^ little 
more is wanted than to clean the ditch, and to 
reftorethe breaches in the walla and parapets, and 
tojflopcfrhe' glacis* The phee itfelf has a good 
owgazine in it, and covers all the pafles into the 
^ country. 
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country, befides cutting off the communication oil 
that 'fide between Bahar and Bengal. 

The city of Patna and fort of Beltat fufficiently 
command the graduck, as Roles does the courfe 
of the Soane. 

Soitxeftrong work fliQuldbe thrown up on our 
fide at Manfee, a town at the confluence of Gcrah 
with the Ganges, in order to prevent furprife 
from that quarter. The Gorah runs clofe by 
Farrabad. 

The fort of Buxar has been repaired ; it de- 
fends the mouth of the Caramnafla, and the great 
river up to Benares. 

Juanporc fhould never have been reftored ; that 
fortrefs is on the banks of the Goomby, which 
walhes tlie walls of Lacknow, and empties itfclf 
into the Ganges near Benares, it is in the centre of 
a fine country,, fruitful in grain and provifions. 
The pofleflion of this place had fccured the com- 
pny’a.poffcffions againft any clandeftine attempt 
"of the nabob of Oude, from his capital. 

/Churiiagur may be eafily protefted from any in- 
fult o£thc,gnemy, while Allahabad is garrifoned 
Vith the company’s troops, and the place has a 
fufficient number of troops to prevent a coup-de- 
muin. 

The navigation' of the Junnah and Ganges is 
effeftually preferved or interrupted by thefe two 
forts; and as the great mart of Midnapore lies alio 
. between them, they could diltrefs the whole coun- 
try round in cafe of neceflity. 

Whenever a war does break out, the feat of it 
will probably be in Bahar, or eaflward of it ; in that 
cafe there are no places in the company’s tewito- 
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M€S, fo commodioufly fituatcd, both for lodging 
ftores and lupplying proviftons to the army ; by 
the abfolute command ot ib many large fticams, all 
of free navigation, and communicating with each 
other, both for the prefent and perinaiicni fecurity 
of their pofTefiions, the four brigades Ihould be tla- 
tioned as follows : one at Chittagong, another at 
Barrampore, a third at Dynapore, and the fourth 
at Allahabad •, which places ought to be confidered 
as the head quarters. Detachments may be dif- 
perfed in the moll convenient polls adj.icent Thc;e 
of Chittagong ought partly to fupply the prefidcncy 
and Decca, and Barrampore partly the prelidency 
and Mongheer. Dynapore might furnifh Buxar, 
and the works on theGograh of Allahabad might 
Churnagur and Jlmpore. The troops at Miina- 
pore and Burdwap will be fufllcient to protedl all 
their own confines : thefe at Marlbadabad will 


guard the borders towards Rungpore down to 
DeCca : the brigade at Dynapore will awe all the 
interior parts of Bahar, v/hile the Patna purgun- 
i\ah'« fpread rhemfclves along the louthcrn limits. 
Thus diftributed, they would derive plenty to 
themfelves, by fecuring the property of the inha- 
bitants, wherever they refided, and would ailb 
Caufe a more equal diffulion of their money through- 
out the country. 

The expence of one troop of EuropCcan cavalry 
on the Bengal cllabliOiment for the governor’s 
guard, the pay and allowance included, amounts 
per annum, to 2779I. 

The commanding officer is allov^ed for feeding- 
two horfes for himiblf, and for feeding the twenty- 
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The expense of a regiment of black cavalry on 
the Bengal eitabUlbrnent, conlifting of three troops 
pay and allowance included, amounts to 30,807!. 
each troop^s expence computed at 10,269!, 

Tie European officers maintain their horfes out 
of their pay and allowance, and the ferjeants in 
lieu of batta, are dieted the fame as the infantry. 
All the black officers drums and troopers maintain 
their own horfes out of their pay, and are not al- 
lowed any batta. 

The txpence of one battalion of European 
infantry on the Bengal eftabliffiment, confiding of 
27 officers, 38 ferjeants, 38 corporals, 20 drums, 
404 private, 527 amounts to 16,644!. 8s. 4d.pcr 
annum. 

The whole confiding of three regiments of two 
battalions each, with one colonel to each regiment, 
the amount is 107,798!. los. 

The expcnceof a brigade of feapoys, confiding 
of 6 battalions, amount to 117,399!. 

The expence of one battalion of lafears for the 
fervice of the ordnance on the Bengal cdablifli- 
ment, the pay of batta included, amounts to 6,480!. 

The ordnance of a brigade, agreeable to the new 
regulations, will require from fix to feven hundred 
bullocks for its draught, including guns and tum- 
brils of the feapoys battalions. 


To 2 24 pounders each 24 bullocks. 

2« 12 ditto 10 ditto 

8 6 ditto Sdittp 

2 howitzer 6 ditto 

12 3 pounders attached to the feapoys 

battalions, 6 ditto 

Twenty- 
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Twenty-two tumbrels (hould be attached to the 
above ordnance, and to each of thefe lo bullocks. 

The number of fpare carriages for the faid ord- 
nance, and bullocks for their draught, (hould be 
as follows : 

Bullocks. 

I — 24 pounder, to which muft be allowed 24 

I — 12 ditto - - '10 

3— 0 ditto, eight bullocks each - 24 

I Howitzer - - - 6 

6 — 3 pounders, 6 bullocks each - ^6 

Artificers cart, and money tumbril, 10 each 20 

Allowing fpare bullocks in the proportion of one 
, to every fix, that the whole number propofed for 
the ordinance attached to each brigade, will then 
amount to 649. 

Lord Clive having been requefted to perufe the 
new code of regulations of the military committee, 
held at Fort William, 1770, and to communicate 
his opinion in regard to them. His lordfliip made 
the following obfervations. 

That one adjutant and one quarter-maftcr in the 
artillery is fufficient ; and that the having both 
thefe officers is an unneceflkry expence. 

There is no occafion for a magazine or park 
ferj:nnt ♦, , thefe duties may be done by the com- 
mon ferjeantof the artillery. 

The number of lafears fhould be reduced one 
half in time of peace, as a greater number at that 
time is unneceflary, and they may eafily be raifed 
in time of war. 

, The allowance to adjutants for writing, and to 
^arter-mafters for fircars, and alfo for candles, are 
/few articles of charge and iinnecefiary, 


The 
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•tlie ten fircars and the ten waterrtien to each 
battalion of fcapoys may be reduced toonc-halfof 
that number in time of peace. 

The pay-mafters and coiltmiffioncrs being cove- 
nanted fervants, are not entitled to any extraordi- 
nary allowance except batta when they are in the 
field. 

Allowance for horfes to the fialT officers and aids- 
de-camp, and candles to the latter when in gatri- 
fon is unneceffary. 

The allowance for boats to individual of- 
ficers unnecefTary, except field officers, who com- 
mand detachments and are obliged to keep tables. 

Lord Clive being afleed, whether the officers and 
foldicrs could ferve at a fmaller cxpence in Bengal 
than on the coaft of Coromandal, he anfvvered, 

“ T hat he was ot opinion, an European officer or 
Ibldicr could live as cheap in the fir ft of thefe fet- 
tlenients as in the latter, with refpeftto all articles 
except thofe which come from Europe. And being 
farther afked, whether thefe European articles are 
nccefiary to the officers and foldicrs ? he replied, 
that none of them wtre neceffiiry to the foldier, 
but that wine and fome o:her articles were neccfiaiy 
to the officer. 

Colonel Cailland had formerly propofed to raife 
a body of European cavalry for the fervice of the 
company, confuting of tsvo troops of dragoons ; 
the company to be at the whole firft cxpence of 
fitting out each troop coinplcat ; after which, the 
captain of each troop is to keep all their accoutre- 
ments, furniture, &c. belonging to the horfes in 
good repair ; likewife, to maintain their horfes, 
provide them with llioes ar.d phytic, &c. and 40 

defra^^ 



[ 337 J 

defray every other necefiary charge, for which he 
is to be allowed thirty rupees per month for every 
horfe in the field, and twenty rupees per month for 
.every horfe while in garrifoo,; the company tp givt 
the hrft cloathing •, alfo to eftablifh one troop of 
Huflars, on the lame pay and under the fame re- 
gulations as the dragoons ; alfo to ettablifli two 
companies of artillery. The board approved of 
thefe propofals j and as the number of troops by 
the returns, amounted to near lacomen, and the 
dcdudl is from thence of 435 men, of which tliefe 
new eflablilhments were to con lift, would leave a 
refidue of about 750 men, the board ordered this 
remainder to be divided into trn cbmpanles and 
their proper officers. The dired:ors having com- 
plained that their military charges were large and 
Hill unnecefiary, they recommended that no inno- 
vations ihculd be introduced without an abfolutc 
neceffity. And they added, that as the preficlency 
had formed two troops ot European horfe, and 
a party of Huflars upon colonel Caillaud’s repre- 
fentaiion of the abfuluce neceffity of fuch a corple 
of cavalry, they hoped this meafure which was a 
heavy addition to their military cxpcnce, was not 
undertaken without fuch ablblute neceliity ; but 
that however, fince cliefc trovops had been rai fed, 
the gr.'atefi care Ihould be lak* n to keep the cx- 
pences attending thtm within the limits mtniioned, 
and as foon as the c/ncumftances would fafely ad- 
mit, the whole corps, or at leall a pait Ihould be 
reduced. As two companies* of artillery were 
greatly infufliclcnt for this branch of the i'ervice, 
when the army was in the field, the prelidcncy of 
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Fort William agreed to raife a third company 
the fame eftablirtiment as thofc then cxifting. . 

Confidering the prefent litnation of the compa- 
ny’s affairs upon the ^oaft of Coromandel and in 
Bengal, their territorial acquifitions they could not 
be preferved without a very refpcftable military 
force ; this force, in the opinion of general Law- 
rence, engineer Call, and general Caillaud, ftould 
ednfift of 3000 infantry, 200 cavalry, 300 artil- 
leJ^, all Europeans, and 3000 feapoys at each of 
the (aid two prelidcncies ; that the annual cxpence 
thereof at each fectlemenc, according to a calcula- 
tion made by Mr Call, would amount to the fum 
of i2,oooK a year ; that if through an ill-timed 
parfimony, any great misfortune Ihould happen to 
the company, the court of dlreftors would un- 
doubtedly incur fevere cenfure, by not attending, 
as far as was really neceflary for fafety, to the opi- 
nion and judgment of officers of fuch diftinguiffied 
abilities and experience. 

In confequence of ihcfe reprefentations, they 
rtated the expences of Fort William and Fort St. 
George prefidencics, at the fum of i20,oooI. each, 
viz. 

Infantry three battalions of 700 men each, being 
21 companies or 2100 men,' including 3 majors, 

. 18 captains, 21 lieutenants and 21 enfigns. 

Cavalry, two companies or 300 men, including 
£ captains, 4 lieutenants and 4 cornets. 

Artillery, three companies, or 300 men, inclu- 
ding 3 captains, 6 lieutenants, and 6 fire-workers* 
Total of Europeans, 2,600. 

Scapoys, four battalions of 1000 men each, 
4000 men, including4 captains, 4 lieutenants 
4 cnligns, all Europeans. Total 6,600 men. y 

Th^ 
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The pay was continued upon the eftablilhment 
then exifting, and the major’s received fixteen fliil- 
lings per day, which included both the pay of ma- 
jor and captain. 

Lord Clive, in a letter to the court of diredors 
of April 1764, propofed that the company (hould 
always have in Bengal, at Icall 3000 Europeans, to 
confift of 3 battalions of 700 each, 4 companies of 
artillery of 100 each, and 300 light horfe ; and he 
obferved, that though their forces had done great 
things and had gained great honour, much was.ltili 
wanting to bring them to that due obedience and 
fubordination, which isconfiftent with the intereft 
of the fervice ; that while his majefty’s forces were 
abroad, and the companies had fo lew of them, our 
two or three field officers might anfwer the purpofe, 
but that as his majefty’s troops had been recalled, 
they (hould immediately endeavour to fupply this 
deficiency. He recommended particular officers, 
with whofe military merits he declared himfelf well 
acquainted. Upon this occafion he added, that he 
had very ftrong reafons to wifh, that this idea of 
regimenting their troops might take place, for that 
without fuch a fubordination, he Ihould not be able 
to enforce the orders of the direftors for the reduc- 
tion of their military expenccs, which had been a 
conftant dead weight, and had fwallowed up their 
revenues. 


The committee of corrcfpondence having com- 
pared the plan of lord Clive, with that adopted by 
.the company, were of opinion, that the go\^?rnor 
and council (hould abide by the company’s plan as 
to the number of men for the prefent. Applica- 
^i 3 h was made to the fecretary at war, for a Superior 
\ commiflion 


\ 
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commiflion for m^ijor Adams, in ;regar 4 to the 
great fervice he had rendered the comply. 
Though lord Clive had propofed fix battalions of 
feapoys, making 6000 men, the copap?^0y*s pre- 
feiit eftabliftiment confifting of four tottallops, of 
4000 men, was to remain mjiatu quo. 

Lord Clive, under pretence of preventing clau- 
Ics, appointed feperate pay-mafters with deputies 
and a commilTary to each brigade. The Jnfpptry 
in Bengal was in fuch a deplorable condition, diat 
young men were wanting to recruit it. 

The committee having taken into confideration 
the great amount of furgeon*s bills, for attending 
the military in the field, and in garrifon, they re- 
folved to contrad with them in future, at a certain 
race, for providing every thing for the people cx^ 
cept cloathing and lodging ; the fame to be fixed 
at eighteen (hillings per month, and orders were 
iiTued accordingly. 

The board taking into confideration the prefenl 
ftate of the army, and the great expence incurred 
by maintaining lb large a force, not only for,th.eir 
defence and fecuriry, but likewife for colleding the 
revenues of the kingdoms' of Bengal and Babar, 
were of opinion, that the company (houldonly 
Hand charged for fuch a part of the; forces as were 
necefiary for the defence of their out fortifications, 
and their territorial pofielTions, and that the go- 
vernment fbould be charged with the reft. It was 
therefore the opinion of the board, that one of the 
brigades, confifting of a regiment of nine compa- 
nies of Europeans and of fix battalions of feapoys, 
w'ould fiiffice for the proteftion bf the compaoyjS 
fortifications and diftridts of Calcutta, ChittagOfig. 

Rurdwan|“" 
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B^rdwan, and'Midnapore, and that the firft bri- 
gade (hould be appointed to thatfcrvice, and if at 
any time this brigade fhould be under the necef- 
firy of taking the field, in fuch cafe the batta, and 
all extraordinary expeiices on that account were to 
be charged to the government. Lord Clive ex- 
plained the meaning of this minute to the commit- 
tee ; one of the brigades was to be charged to the 
€om.pany, and ihe cxpences paid out of their terri* 
torial pofleffions, ceded to them by the nabob of 
Bengal ; but all the extra expences of that brigade, 
and all the cxpences of the rtft of the army were to 
be charged upon the dewannee revenues. 

The feledl committee at Fort William reprefen- 
ted, that the great and national objeft of cnerca- 
fing the company’s inveltm' ntsf was not to be fe- 
cured and perpetuated without an unwearied atten- 
tion to their military tdlabliniment, and the main- 
taining of a force proportioned to the rifque incur- 
red by the company’s influence and pofleflions : 
that. the difmiiTion of the nabob’s ufelefs military- 
rabble, and of thofe troops that were kept up by 
the Rajah’s in their feveral diftrid's, for the pur- 
pofe of enforcing the colledions, had obliged the 
prefidencies to raife eight battalions of indepeodenc 
feapoys. That notwithftanding the great number 
of recruits L:nt out this year from England, and the 
liberal lupply of troops granted by the prefuienev 
at Fort Sr. George, the morraiity on board the; 
tranfports had been fo "rcat, as well as the efiedts 
of the late unhealthy flafon had been fo fatal, that 
the prefidency could not avoid being alarmed at 
ih^ extraordinary difproportion between their Fu- 
l5pleans and black Infantry *, wh(jfc ciangvrou.s in- 
\ VoL. IV. X X lo’.ence 
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lolence and turbulent fpiric, had evinced ihe necef^ 
fity of keeping them in awe ^and fubjedlion.' ^ 

Lord Clive informed the committee that .upon a 
mutiny among the officers, and their being , turned 
out of the Fort of Mongheer> a battalion of Euro- 
peans got under arms, with a view to mutiny, and 
follow their officers ;* that a battalion pf leapoys 
upon receiving advice of fuch a defign, imiRedi- 
acely marched up to them, and reduced tO) 
lubmiffion. 

The board being apprized that there was no 
^ cheque upon the furgeon majors of each brigade, 
according to the plan in which their hofpitals were 
condufted, appointed at lord Clive's requifition, a 
lurgeon -general, with power to infpedt into the 
llatc of all military hofpitals, at the pay of ten 
shillings per day. 

The board deliberating on the little fervice tbe^ 
finall body of cavalry on the company's pay can 
ever be of, and conbdering that in the time of 
tual fervice, it would be cither expofed to the per- 
petual hazard of being cutoff, if at any diftanCe 
from the infantry, or prove an embarraffment, if 
joined to it ; and reflecting alfo, that the expence 
of a body of horfe capable of doing real fervice, 
would exceed their means, lince the annual coft of 
lb inconfidcrablc a number as they now maintained' 
was not lefs than rupees ';o,o 675 • i • 2 . 'they re- 
folved that the whole cavalry, both European -and 
Indoflan be diredtly dilbandecl, and that the Euro- 
pean officers, ferjcanis, bcc. be incorporated with 
the brigades. 
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Your * dbmmittce In the nex^ place proceeded to 
lay before the houfe what has occurred to them 
upon the articles of pay. at batca. 

‘ And they find, by a minute of a confultation 
at Fort William of the twenty-third of September, 
one ihoufand feven hundred and fixty-one, that the 
committee of accounts laid before the board or 
ftacement of the diff’erence of pay between the king’s 
and company’s officers and private men, and of a 
gratuity to make them equal ; as likewife a lift of 
allowances to be made the officers in the held, up- 
on a reprefentation of colonel Coote on that fub- 
jedl:, and that the board confented to the payment 
of fuch differences, till fucli time as the company’s 
pleafure ffiould be known. 

And the committee find, that thirty-nine of the 
military officers delivered in a letter to the board, , 
dated September the 21 ft, one thoufand feven 
hundred and fixty-one, affigning their reafons why 
the double batta fliould not be ftruck olf ; and 
therein reprefenting, that it would be impolfiblo 
for an officer to live in a manner fuitable to his ila- 
tion, if that redu;5tion took place, houfe-rent and 
prices of all provifions being fo greatly increafed 
within a few preceding years, while their allowan- 
ces4n garrifon continued the fame. 

Thar it was only with the affiftance of what lit- 
tle an officer could faveout of his full batta in the 
field, that he was enabled to fubfift decently the 
moft of the year in garrifon, and fit himfclf out for 
the next campaign ; and that it would readily ap- 
pear how little could be faved in the field, when 



I j 


the great expcnccsan officer is there liable to, were 
GonlTdertd ii6 fay nbthing^of the Wfts he ttften 
mti Wrth’by the death of' horl'es and the deferiion 
and interception of coolies with hb b;#ggage, for 
which no allowance was made. 

That it was true, the officers on the coaft fub- 
fifted on lels batra, but this was not without much 
difficulty, though mod kind of provifions are much 
cheaper there than in Bengal ; that the campaigns 
of rhofe officers w^ere never at much diftance from 
one fettlement or other, cither Englilh Or foreign, 
as to oblige them to carry fo large a flock of ne- 
ceffiarits with them as an officer in Bengal was un- 
der a nectfney of doing, fincc thisnrmy was gene- 
rally three or four hundred miles from Calcutta, 
the only place whence they could be fupplied ; 
Patna, Cuffimbuzar, and other fubordinates, af- 
fording little or nothing. That the being obliged 
to carry fo much baggage made the expence of hi- 
ring coolies run very high, whereas the fupplles, 
that are fent to the camp on the different i'ettle- 
ments on the coaft, did not bear fo exorbitant a 
price, nor were the charges of carriages fo gteac : 
that if an officer, by the means of great frugality, 
and denying himlllf the comforts of life, in a long 
courfe of years hid it in his power to lay by a lit- 
tle money, perhaps to maintain a family, or to 
enable him to revifit his native country ; yet' he 
mull pay an extravagant price before he could get 
a paffage home; that ihercduftion of batta would 
entirely deprive him of the hope of returning -, 
there being no half-pay allowed, nor any other 
provilion made, as there is in his majefty’s fervice 
for chofc who may be rendered incapable offervmg 

them|^ 
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themfi^ves for their country, by old age, lofs of 
KfPbi^, octer accidcms> which a foldier is always 
liable to: that? in India their rank is inferior to that 
of the king’s officers ; and that in Europe they 
have no military rank at all. 

•That they therefore truft in the juftice of the 
prefideocyit not fo far to under rate the fervice of 
theiti military officers, as Vo think of reducing 
thcirallowance, when they have already fo greatly 
the dlfadvantagej, in point of intereft, of every 
other branch of the company’s fervants, that 
notliing but their zeal for the fervice, and a re- 
gard for their profeffion, can be fuppofed to re- 
tain them in it. 

And the committee find, that the board or- 
dered captains Champion and Bradbridge (the 
two fenior captains in Calcutta, who figned that 
letter) to deliver in, next council day, anefti- 
mate of fuch ^ extraordinary cxpences as they 
judged to be abfolutely neceffary in the field ; and 
that they likewife ordered the commiflary general 
ro lay before the board an account of the amount 
of officers batta for the laft year. 

And the committee find, by a minute of con- 
fultation at Fort William, of the twenty -fifth of 
September, one thoufand feven hundred and 
fixty-one, that the commiflary general laid before 
the board the account of batta allowed the officers 
in the field, from December one thoufand feven 
hundred and fifty- nine, to November one thou- 
faod feven hundred and fixty : which is as 
follows ; 


Fort 



Fort William, Sepfe ‘25, 

Account of batta to the military, ^ffom Defcem- 
ber 1759 CO November 1760. 

Batta to the ofilcers under colonel Caillaud : 

December, 1759 ^ - 9353 7 6 

January, 1760 - - 11689 6 6 

February - - - 11172' 9 8 

March - - - 1 1 756 2* 9 

April - - - - 14398 O' 0 

May - - - - 17674 o 10 

June - - - - 20923 1. 1 o 

July - - - - 20036 4 I 

Thcfe months the. troops T Angiift - 9371 5 2 

were in cantonments, 1 Sept. - - 11854 i 3 
and had Angular batta | Odober 1 1 o 1 4 o o 
only. J Nov. - 11294 8 9 

160,5^7 9 6 

Batta to officers on the de- 
tatchment under capt. 

Spears, from February 
1760 to April 1760, 

both months included - - 12,052 6 o 

Batta to officers on the 
detarchment under 

capt. Fifcher, from 

February 1 760 to July 
1760, both months 

included - - . - 26,025 i 6 

Batta to officers with 
the detatchment un- 
der major Yorkc ; 

September, 1760 - - - 708 7 6 

Odobe^’ 
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pdaber, *3,87^ 14 o 

November - - - S>937 13 ^ 

Current rupees - 209,134 4 o 

And the committee find, that captains Cham- 
pion and Bradbridge likewife laid before the 
an eftimate of the expciices monthly, ne- 
ceff^ry^ for a captain during a campaign ; which 
is, as fpll'ows, viz. 

, Fort William, Sept. 25, 1761. 

feftimate of expenccs monthly neceflary for 
a-captain during a campaign. 

Garrifon. Field. Difference. 


Head fervant - - 

5 

10 

5 

Another ditto 

3 

6 

3 

Cook 

4 

9 

5 

Barber - - - 

I 

2 

i 

Wafherman 

1 

2 

i 

Bearers - - 
Coolies for baggages, 

16 

41 

25 

eight - 

0 

0, 

40 

Two Peons 

0 

0 

12 

Horfe keeping ' - 

0 

0 

30 


Diffcrnce of the price of liquors : 
Madeira - 30 bottles, at 1-8 each 45 o 
Beer - 30 12 28 8 

Arrack - 15 4 3 

71 4 

Suppofing five to mefs together, 
proportion of coolies - - - • 40 0^ 

I'or 



“ For extraordinary dearricfs of pro- 

fions, fccc." - - 40 0 

Ditto wearring apparel - 40 o 

A. rupees 3130 

It is to be obferved, that no allowance is made 
for the prime coft of horle and palang^uin, whidi 
cannot be lefs than one thoufand rupees ; nor for 
rifque, breakage, and Ioffes of all forts, to which 
an officer is liable during the courfc of a cam- 
paign. 

And the committee find, that thereupon the 
board rcfolved, that, notwith (landing their great 
defire to make fo confiderable a faving for' the 
company, as would be done by reducing one half 
of the officers batta, yet having mutually con- 
fidcred every article of the above eftimate, they 
could find nothing in them more than ffeemed 
neceffary ; and that they therefore refolved^ that 
the batta be continued on the prefent footing. 

And the committee find, That the board likewife 
took under their deliberation the vaft expence of 
elephants, camels, vidualling the troops, and fur- 
nilhing boats; and thinking it the moft eligible 
method of reducing thefe expcnces, that advertife- 
ments Ihould be publilhed for contrafts to be enter- 
ed into with the perfons who will agree at the 
chcapeft rates, they ordered n-v>tire tb be given ti» 
the prefent contradors, that their contrads (hould 
ceaie the thirty firft of December next enfuing; 
and they direded, that the m'.)[l proper conditions 
Ihould be drawn out, and laid before the board for 
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their Wpeftion, befpre fajsh advertifqmeat jtook 
place. 

And the committee find, by the company’s ge- 
neral letter to Bengal, of March the ninth, one 
thoufand fev^n hundred and fixty-three, that the 
dite(!lors replied, that the extraordinary allowance 
of double batta, was what they could not pafs over, 
WkhbUt Ifdme ammadverfions : that fuch an en- 
of allowance was not only entirely new to 
thertl'; but ho reafons were given, why of late it 
wbOld be deemed more neceflary, than it wa§ here- 
t^re. They obferved, that their compliance there- 
with is founded on an eftimate, which appears to 
be of a very extraordinary nature, with regard to 
the great number of fervants faid to be neceliary in 
the field ; to the alledged dearnefs of provilions, 
which the dire(ffors have reafon to believe Is great- 
er bn the coaft of Coromandel than in Bengal 5 and 
tllb to the unprecedented article of wearing apparel. 
They further remarked, that notwitliftanding they 
fate their field expences at 313 Arcot rupees per 
month, yet by the general lift of batta, inferted by 
thb precedency, among their military regula- 
tions of dhe thoufand feven hundred and lixty-one, 
it slppeafs, that they had even exceeded this efti- 
by* allowing each captain twelve Arcot ru- 
per day for his common field expences, 
and ‘they alledged, that his Majefty’s troops will 
nedeflhrily expe6l the fame indulgence, and the 
edmbany’s troops, at their other I'ottlements, will 
thlrifc thernfelves equally entitled thereto j that by 
thb aedduht in the confultation of the twenty-fifth 
of-'S^retnber, one thoufand feven hundred and 
the batta, or officers only, on the efta- 
tilfnment at Bengal, amounted to current rupees 
\yot. IV. Y y 209*. 
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209: *34- 4* November, one 

thoufand Icven hundred and fixty, which, together 
with the great additional fum for the allowance of 
one.Arcot rupee per day to three private men, was 
an expence which ought not, without the moft ab- 
folute neceffity, to have been complied with to 
fuch an unrealbnable extent ; and that thefc cori- 
fiderations Ihould have influenced the precedency, 
fo far as not to have fupported the ranlc of the of- 
ficers, fo much to the prejudice of the company ; 
more clpecially at a time when fuch great loflesand 
charges were incurred by the war. They added, 
that they could not admit the arguments of the of- 
ficers, advanced in their letter of the twenty-firft 
of September, one thoufand fcvcn hundred and 
fixty-one, in fupport of their demands, to be of 
fuflicient force ; for that though they (the direc- 
tors) were deflrous to anfwer their original with the 
military gentlemen, and to grant them encourage- 
ment fuitable to their merit ; yet it could not be 
juftly expected, that they Ihould be enabled to raife 
fuch fortunes as might lead them to quite the £er- 
vice in a fliort fpace of time ; an inconveniency 
which of late had happened : that they approved 
of the fteps taken for reducing the expences of 
draft cattle, vidualling the troops, and furniflung 
the boats ; but exprefled their regret to have found, 
by their letter, twenty-firft of january, one thoii- 
fand feven hundred and fixty-tw'o, that the whole 
cannot be carried into execution by contract ; rely- 
ing, however, upon the precedency to ail therein 
as they Ihould think moft conducive to the intereft 
i;f the company. 

And the committee find, by a general letter from. 
Fort William, fourteenth of February, one tho^ 
faiid feven huadrtd and lixty-three, that the prdli- 

deiu 
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dent and council reprefented, that they had made 
what reduftion they could in the article of batta, 
and other contingent charges; and that they had 
lately appointed a fpecial council to be held, with 
the affiilance of major Adams, and major Carnac, 
fpr taking this eflential branch under confideration, 
and making what further redu(^tion may feem pof- 
fible. 

And the committee find. That the court of di- 
redtors, in their general letter of June the firft, one 
thoufand feven hundred and lixty-four,' replied, 
That they had given their ientiments fo fully upon 
the exorbitant military expences of the prefidency, 
in their letter of the ninth of March, one thoufand 
feven huridred and lixty-three, that they had now 
only moft politively to enforce the orders therein 
given, for their taking every opportunity to reduce 
them Avitbin the moft frugal bounds the general 
good of the fervice would admit of ; but that, with 
refpeft of the double batta, however, they pofi- 
tively ordered, that, immediately upon receipt of 
their letter, half of it ihould be ftruck oflf ; that is 
to fay, all their military were to have Angle batta 
only, in the fame manner as it was allowed at the 
prefidency at Fort St. George ; and that they ear- 
neftly recommended, that even the fingle batta 
fhoufd be reduced, whenever circumftances would 
admit of it : that as the fum of fix thoufand pounds 
a year was to be allowed lord Clive, as prefident 
and governor, they did not mean that this fum was 
to include his extraordinary expences, in cafe his 
lordftiip fliould at any time be under the n 
of taking the field ; and that they direfle^ that 
all fuch expences fhould be borne by the company, 
• and paid his lordfliip out of their cafli at Bengal ; 
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iji .which bulinefs they recommended all the firuga- 
h;y ijhat. was confiftent with the fervice. 

^^^l;ie.pQmmittee.gnd, that the prefident and 
couagil at . Fort William, in their confultation of the 
tw^ntjTrfifth .of January, one thoufand feven hun- 
di;e4.$ind fixty-live, determined, that as the batta 
to the army was thought proper and necelliiry, on 
aqcpunt of their being engaged in adual fei viue pf 
much confequence, the dedudion thereof ihould be 
referred fcr the prefent, at leaft till the arrival of 
lord Clive, and the other members, with the ex- 
pefted field officers j and added, that they hoped. 
By the example and fupport of thefe latter, to meet 
with lefs difficulty in this undertaking. 

And the committee find, that the feledt com- 
mittee at Fort William, of the thirteth of Septem- 
ber, one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-five, 
acquainted the diredfors, that they had already 
ifTued their orders for ftriking off half the .double 
batta, and fhould, in a very few days, put their 
force entirely on a footing with the troops on the 
coaft of Coromandel, which would be reduciivg 
the military expences of the prefidcncy as low 
as they could bear, confillently with the intereft 
of the company, and the good of the fervice. 

. And the committee find, that the feleft com- 
mittee at Fort William, in their letter of March 
the twjenty-fourth, one thoufand feven ' hundred 
and fixty-fix, reprefented,. that the diredtors were 
already advifed, that their orders, refpeding the 
rccJufSlpn of the batta took place on the fifft day 
thaf.jear; that this^meafure had prodificed 
foiTje^hi^urtnuring^ and complaints among thrfub^ 
0lt^{rjbisi| and even a memorial to the council from 
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the officers of the firft brigade : that the prefix 
dency, however, confcious of the ncceffity of re- 
ducing the military expences, were determined to 
fee thefe orders ftridly obeyed, though, at the 
fame time, thy muft confefs, that, until the 
charges incurred on account of fervants, horfes, 
and the neceflary equipage of the field in this cli- 
mate, were diftinguilhed by fome public regula- 
tion, the allowance of a i'ubaltern Would fcarcely 
maintain him in the ftation of a gentleman. 

And the committee find, that the diredtors, in 
their general letter of March the fourth, one 
thoufandfeven hundred and fixty-feven, approved 
very much the firmnefs of the prefidency in re- 
ducing the batta, and declared, that they tnifted 
to their prudence to regulate it in fuch a manner, 
as, on one hand, to give no juft ground for mur- 
muring, and on the other, ftrenuoufly to main- 
tain what they thought it their duty to conform to; 
that they expefted to be informed, if the officers 
of the firft brigade had proceeded farther than 
prefenting their memorial, and that they fhould in 
the moft exadt manner be acquainted, if any of 
them had diftinguifbed themfelvcs, by an oppo- 
fition to the order of the prefidency. 

And the committee find, by a general letter of 
the fcventcenth of March, one thoufand fev^n 
hundred and fixty-fix, to the feledl committee at 
Fort William, that the diredlrors exprefled the 
real pkafurc with which they obferved the good 
effidt of regimenting their troeps, by a beginhing 
of ndifcipline, fubordtnation, and occonomy, and 
tharttthey flattered themfelvcs, that the prefidency 
had'fucce^jied in their endeavours for reducing 
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their heavy military expences, and in partreufer 
for Striking ofFhalf the double batta, to put them 
upoh the fame footing as Fort St. George. 

And the committee examined Henry Strachey, 
Efqtiirei with regard to certain tiieafures taken, 
in one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-fix, for 
the purpofe of reducing the batta allowed toihe 
troops in Bengal, and with regard to the confe- 
quences of thofe meafures, and he produced to 
the committee a narrative of thofe tranfaftions. 


The committee now proceed to lay before the 
houfe what has occurred to them material upon 
the fiibjedt of extraordinary contingent ex- 
pcncts. 


And they find, that the prefident and council, 
in their general letter from Bengal of November 
the twelfth, .one thoufand feven hundred and 
fixty-one, informed the court of direftors, that 
having received from the prefident and council at 
Fort St. George, a copy of their orders of the 
the fourteenth of March, one thoufand feven 
hundred and fixty-one, which directed colonel 
Cix>k's field expcnccs to be paid out of the calh 
of Bengal; they accordingly communicated the 
fame to the colonel, who informed them that the 
amount of his charges during the fifteen months 
which he commanded the army on the coaft, was 
Arcot rupees 6a,ooo ; and the prefident and coun* 
cil oWerved, that although this fum being 
brought together may appear large, yet,, for the 

rcafons « 
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rcafons mentioned in the faid letter, they were of 
opinion, that his table could not have been kept 
for lefs, and therefore dirctSted the fame to be im- 
mediately difeharged. 

And the committee find, by a minute of the fe- 
Icdt committee at Fort William, of Oftober the 
twenty-fifth, one thoufand feven hundred and 
fixty-five, that lord Clive being arrived, the com- 
mittee took into confideration the company's or- 
ders to reduce the enormous military charges of 
the prefidency, and came to the following refolu- 
tions, viz. 

To 'write to the colonels of the feveral brigades, 
requiring them to give notice to all the officere 
under their command, that in future they arc to 
depend wholly upon their pay and batta, without 
any expeftation from perquifites of any kind or 
denomination. 

That, after the firft of January next, the whole 
batta will be ftruck oft' from all the troops fta* 
tioned in cantonments within the provinces, and 
their pay reduced precifely to the allowance made 
to the company’s forces on the Coromandel coafts j 
excepting, 

That, in confideration of the. unavoidable ex- 
pences of tranfporting liquors, and other necef- 
farics, to great cliftances from the prcfidency, 
thofe ftarioncd at Patna and Mongheer fhould be 
allowed half batta ; which allowance they were 
not to regard as a right, but as an indulgence, to 
ftand in lieu of the ufiial confideration of boats, See. 

That, a faither encouragement eff the com- 
pany’s troops, and to remove all difficulties ari- 
fing from the fcarcity of Arcot rupees, their pav 

Ihould 
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ftould in future be iffued in Surat rupees : An4 
further,' ' . . 

Thatdf at any time the troops ihould be em- 
ployed beyond the limits of the provinceSj^ fuch 
addition mould be made to their batta, as might 
te thought reafonable. 

That for the better maintaining the dignity 6f 
the colonels of brigades, and enabling them to 
fupport the expence of a public table in the ficld^ 
anO 'for other officers, an additional allowance 
Ihould be made them of forty rupees per diem, 
which allowance was to be enjoyed by the field 
officers who ihould command the brigade for the 
time being. 

That field officers, commanding a detatch- 
ment, ihould have the fame batta as their next 
fuperior ; which indulgence was not to extend 
lower than the rank of a major. 

That the commanders of brigades ihould be ac- 
quainted with the prcfidency^s having appointed 
paymafiers to each brigade ; and direded, that 
in future the pay not only of the officers and fol- 
diers, but of coolies, and all other perfons em- 
ployed by the company on account of the arrhy, 

. Ihould be iflued by the paymafters, together with 
all diiburfements and contingent charges^ 

That the commiffary iliould be ordered to muf- 
ter all perfons, military and others, who received 
the company's pay, at the clofe of every month, 
or as near as the fervice would admit. 

That no bills of any kind ihould be paid, until 
they were duly countcrfigned by the commanding 
pfficer. 

And the committee find, that the fclcft com- 
mittee " 
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ipittec agreed tp t^anftnit.rl^efo refoliJtions .to the 
commanders of the fcveral brigades, enjoinip^ 
their ftrid^ pbediei^e^ andTeqvliring them to notify 
the feme to ithc officers of the different corps. 

Md the committee find, by a general letter pf 
the'eburt ot direftors, of December the twenty- 
fpurt[). qp‘c thoufaiid feyen hundred and fixty- 
five,'; jnat they by no means approved of the allow- 
anqe of ,4,000 rupees per month, for the field ex- 
pepqea ifor the commander in chief, and that they 
ailedged, that the, example made to colonel Coote 
(which the prcfidency had followed) never had 
met. vyitb their approbation ; and they dirci^ed the 
prcfident and council to conform, as near as pof- 
liblc, to the Fort St. George eftabtilhment ; which 
was,- for the table and other field cxpchces of the 
commander In chief, during, his b<^ing in the 
field, Id pagodas per diem, and from 25 to 30 
cpoHcJS. for his baggage ; but they added, that 
they did not mean to limit this expence when 
lord Clive took the field as commander in chiefs 
having ordered in general terms, that his lordlhip 
was. to be. allowed nis field expenccs. 

And the committee find,' that the feleft com- 
mittee at f'ort William, in a letter of the nine- 
teenth of February, one thoufand feven hundred 
and fixty-feven, reprefented, thatin times of pro- 
found peace, when the troops lofe the advantage 
they enjoy in the field, and are reduced in canton- 
ments to half batta, apd in garrifon to their mere 
pay^ it was fcarpe poffiblc that the fubalterq of- 
ficers cpvilci fubfirt, and maintain the appearance 
which they ought, of gentlemen ; that the pre- 
fidcncy would trv everv poffibk means to reduce 
ll L tbe 
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the expericcs, and to lower the wages and humher 
of ifervarits ; but that abufes had prevailed fp long, 
and eftablilhed thertifelves fd firmly, that time and 
. rigoUr would be required to remove th^m ; that 
colonel Sniith had dlready made great progrrfs in 
the refofitiation of his military eftabliftiment, and 
that they wgre perfuaded, that the fame adivliy 
which had been exerted in reducing the army to 
difeipline and obedience, Would be continued in 
order tp influence the officers to pruderfee and oc- 
conomy 4 

Extraft of i letter frorh colonel Richard l§mith; 
to the governor and council at Bengal; dated 
Sept, io, 17664 

Agreeable to your orddrs, I fent you an ac- 
count of my expencesi I own, I feel myfelf ra- 
ther hurt, that you fliould think it poffible for 
me to make any unreafonabfe charges; What 
extra expences has been incurred falls not on the 
company; the ftipulation with the king being 
thirty thoufand rupees per month ; arid the com- 
pany’s extra charges upon a medium, did not 
amount to twenty-four thoufand rupees per 
month. 

The honourable company jDr; 

To batta, colonel commanding - 
the army of obfervation, from 
the 4rh of May, 1765, to the 
31ft of July,’ 1765, bclri^ 89 
days, at ^5 rupees per day - 6,675 
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Pay of hiercarrah^ in thefe three 
months. ? - - 

^rid prefcnt$ to fevcral ,cf 
‘^co^tspn the roUt from Calcut^ 
ta to feanaras 

" ^ 73465 

yq ’expences during my coniT 
niandj from the ift of Auguft, 

1765,' to the I ft of Auguft, 
i 766; at a medium, amount- 
ing to 4,709 rupees per 
month - - - - 56,400 

To a horfe, died on fervice at 
Suragapoof camp, which coft 
me . ‘ ‘ . 1^200 

Jo extraordinary expeneb in- 
curred during my command 
at Allahabad and Patna, viz. 

Paid the company for broad 
cloth and velvet, prefented to 
the king and Rohilla chiefs,' 
as by invoice tranfmitted to 
me by Mr. Sumner - - 

Paid Mr. Moodie for looking 
, glafles, trinkets, and toys, 
prefented to the king - - 2,000 

Nogaranahs for myfclf and pub- 
lic officers on public days - 1,200 

frefents to the nabob Shujah 
Dowlah, and his fons - 780 

Pitto the nabob Afhey Rharnet 
Cawn, the Rohillah chief - 1,8^0 

Ditto 


360 

430 
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Ditto to nabob Jnait Cawn, his 


foh 

979 

Ditto to Mahomed Rajah Cawn, 

naib of the provinces - ' 

1,840 

Expence of the Maratta negoci- 
ation, and prefent to Mo- 
ncah al Dowlah Beni Behadu 

Nudjif Cawn, &c. &c.' . - 

2,046 

12,442 

Head Quarters, at 

— 

Myr Abfeelo. S. 

Sept. "10, 1766. (Signed) 

rupees 77,507 

Richard Smith. 


Extraft of the company’s general letter to Ben- 
gal, dated the twentieth of November, one 
thoufand feven hundred and fixty-fevcn* 


The commiffion 114. Being fatisfied how 
granted upon much our trade and polTcf- 
thc Dewannee fions may be afteded by the 
revenue. good fcrvice of the compa- 

ny’s military officers, there- 
fore the better to encourage them to exert them- 
felves in the prefervation of thefe great objcifts, 
we have thought proper to allow them to lhare 
in the following manner, viz. 

Shares. 

The commander in chief (as fuch only, 
he not being to have a fhare as mem- 
. ber of the feleft committee or conn- 
. til) to have - « - - 

^ '• Co-, 
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Colonels <^aph - -» ai 

Lieutenant colonels each - - . i j 

jMajors each - - - - - | 

1 1 5. The ample provifion here afEgned to th^ 
tomniander in chief, affures him of an honourable 
competency ; and we exped: colonel Smith, and 
his fucccflbrs in the command, fliall continue to 
fliew an unremitting attention to their duty, and 
)the preventing all frauds and abufes in the ex- 
pences of the army. 

^ 1 16. The allowances made to the reft of the 
field officers, arc fuch as put our fervice on a 
more advantageous footing than any other military 
fervice in the world, and gives them the profped 
of improving their fortunes by a gradual pro- 
grelfion. 

• 117. After all the allowances are made to the 
company's principal civil and military fervants, 
ks before direded, a confiderable proportion of 
the two and one-half per cent, commiffion will 
remain unappropriated ; in order therefore to en- 
courage the reft of the company's military officers, 
and to remove every complaint of redudion of 
double batta, we have thought proper to make 
them, over and above their prefent eftabliflicd 
pay, the following allowances by way of dona- 
tion or gratuity only, and which are to be paid 
them accordingly, viz. to a captain tfirce Ihil- 
lings a day, to a ' lieutenant two fliillings a day, 
to an enfign one Ihilling a day. 

But we muft here obferVe to you, and ac-‘ 
cofdingly dired, that neither a colonel, lieute- 
nant colonel, or major, is to be allowed the 

three 
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iwlwe^ havd ^Iiocteii';tl^ih> in,; the produce’ th(^ 
tttfb’idfi alialf'^er ceiit, upon the revenue's; being 
^ ^ in full for our donadon or gratuity, as welt for, tltisir 
- 1 |eirtg captaih^'ks field officers. Arid, here it is pro- 
pifir to inforhi you, that it ]s oiir pofitiye orders';,' tliaf 
the double batta be never reftored to any of our pf- 
ficers wh^tfoeve^f. 

Extrafl; from the Company’s general Letter to Ben^ 
gal, dated 1 6th Marph, 1768. 

, As the company !sextenfive and rich poflcflions 
ih India, cannot be fecured but by a large body of 
Well regulated troops, we have confulted lord Clive, 
general, Lawrence, Calllaud, and Carnac, and other 
military gentlemen, on this important fubje^i; 
and have thereupon found it neceiTary to make lome 
fome alterations in the prefent mUirary eftablifh- 
ments, at the feveral preiidencies ; at your'sjfin 
particular, where the company have fo much at 
nake, it is highly expedient to encreafe the num- 
ber of Europeans, and to hav^e them commanded 
by a larger proportion of field and other officers. 
Upon this idea, we have thought proper to adopt 
the following plan for the military eftablifliment in 
Bengal, which you are to carry into execution ac- 
cordingly, as foon as you can. We fend you this 
fpafon for Fort St. George and Bengal, about orie 
thoufand feven hundred recruits, as you riave been 
already advifed, about one thoufand two hundred 
whereof are intended for you; and we give the 
necelfary direftions to the prefident and council of 
the firft-named place accordingly. We alfo , fena 
you, festal officers, as hereafter mentioned; anf it 
■ V is 
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^ouMBtftjtion,to,fu^;y^^ fuch'a 
^jT^cruv^ aftnudlly, is will kjfeep thei feverii} cpj'^ 
tomple^tl; , , ' 

Ij?iftead *theireo% of thfe eftablilliment is it no^- 
ftatfds, tlie following is to be fubftituted and adopt- 

It Is to cdnfift of three regliitents; ^ich regi- 
ment to be divided irito two battallions • eaeh bat- 
taUidn to be compofed of feven companies, and 
bne granadier coifipariyj each of the faid feverl 
fcom'panies to corifift of one C2(ptain, one lieutenant, 
6ne enflgn, foOr ferjeants, four corporals; two 
drummers, and fifty-rive private men 5 and the 
grenadiers company to confift of a captain, three 
lieutenants, five I'erjeants, five corporals, three 
Srummefs, and jixty-feyen private men, 

- The field officers are to be, a colonel to each of 
the three regiments, and a lieutenant-colonel and 
major to each batallion. . . 

According to the faid eftablifliment, the three 
regiments there, are to be compofed of three colo- 
nels, fix lieutenants-colonels, fix majors,, makes 
fifteen, forty-eight captains, fixty lieutenants, foi^ 
ty-two enfigns, makes, one hundred and fifty ; one 
hundred and nirity-eight ferjeai^ts, one hundred and 
niuty-eight corporals, one hundred and two drum- 
mers, makes two hundred and ninty-cight private 
men, t\yQ thoyfand five hundred and two ; in all, 
thrive ihoufand one hundred and fixty-five. 

That,.tfie feveral battallions may be compleatly 
pfficyred, agreeable to our intentions expreffed in 
the; feventy-ninth paragraph, the cuftom of the 
field officers having, the command of companies, is 
h^ebV required to be fet aliJe j confequently they 

not 



Mis-Sotioi'e wtUIed to .pay as captains of .<ioinpaT 
files, oridvhnugos arifiS^ tferefrom 
or any other ietnolutnents whatfeever;; HpWii^er, 
^js^ispOT.officld.officers. asfuofa, not beiitg'fdfficlj 
' eiit tofiipport them a tnahher fuitabfe to- tKei^ 
tanic, we do agree, and hccordihgly dlreft, that 
they be allowed an addition of ten (hillings a dky,' 
viz.' colohel as field officer, fifteen (hillings. 

- ■ . . .1' ^ r 

Addition as before, teii (hillings, makes 150 
A heutenant-colonel zfcs field officer o lO o 

jiiddltiion as abov6 ^ - 0 i6 - 0' 

i 0 d 

A major as field officer -* - 050 

Addition as above - - b 10 d 

0 15 d 

The allowances feverally alloted to them out of 
the revenues, as diredted in our general letter of 
the twentieth November laft, in addition to the 
above-mentioned ones, we coiifider as a very ample 
compenfation for every former advantage arifing 
to field officers as captains of companies. 

As much depends upon a well-regulated corp^ of 
artillery, and in order to give all fitting encourage- 
ment to the officers of fuch corps, it is to be formed 
into a battalion, confifting of four companies, each 
company to be compofed of one captain, one cap- 
tain-lieutenant, one firft lieutenant, one fecond 
lieutenant, three lientenant-fireworkers, feven fer- 
jeants, fix corporals, two' drumixiers, two fifers. 
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twenty gunners; in all, forty-liaf; 
fiffy^igh^ matrofles ; in all, 104 ; total 1 1 1 . 

field officers to the faid corps, are to be a 
lieutpnantK^lonel, and a major ; according to whicIT 
difpofition, the battalions of artillery is to be com- 
posed of; viz. 

One lieutenant-colonel, one major, two cap- 
tains, four captain-lieutenants, four firft lieutenants, 
foyr fecond lieutenants, twelve lieutcnants-firevvork- 
ers, twenty-eight, twenty*-four ferjeants, twenty- 
fpur corporals, eight drummers, and eight fifers, 
forty bombadiers, eighty gunners, 184, 232 ma- 
troffes; total, 446. 

The feveral officers, and others belonging to the 
corps of artillery, arc to be always kept therein, 
and not removed into any other corps, as without 
fuch a reftriftion the fervice would /be liable to 
many inconveniencies. By way of ei^couragement, 
therefore, we have adopted the plan, as before- 
mentioned, of having field officers therein as high 
as a lieutenant-colonel, to give them rank in the 
army, beyond which they are not at any time in- 
titled to raife. 

The faid field officers, viz. the lieutenant-colo- 
nel, and major, are to be on the footing of thofe 
of the fame rank of the infantry, as to not having 
companies, , and being allowed lhares in the reve- 
nues, according to their rank, in addition to their 
pay as field officers, as mentioned in the eighty- 
fecond and eighty-third paragraphs. 

With refpefl: to the other officers of this dorps, 
they are to have, in addition to their ufual pay, 
by way of donation or gratuity, the allowances 
mentioned in our letter of the twentieth of Novem- 

VoL. IV. 3 A ber 
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ber laft, and upon the fame conditions 5 that is to 
fay, a captain three fliil lings a day, as captain- 
fieutenant, two fliillings and lixpence a day, a lieu- 
tenant two (hillings, and lieutenant-fireworker one 
^-Ailling j and their rank, with refped to the reft 
of our forces, is to be as captains, lieutenants, and 
the lieutenant-fireworkers as enfigns. 

To give all fitting encouragement likewife to the 
corps of engineers, and to put it as nearly on a 
footing with our others, in point of rank and emo- 
luments, as the nature of the fervice confiftently 
will admit of, we have thought proper to adopt 
the following plan ^ and we accordingly direft, that 
the laid corps be compofed of a chief engineer, to 
take rank as lieutenant-colonel, a director ditto 
as major, three fub-diredors ditto, as captains, 
tvo fub-engineers ditto, as lieutenants, two prac- 
tic ner engineers, ditto enfigns. 

I'he number of thefc laft-named clafles may be 
increafed, as the nature of the fervice may require ; 
from among fuch of the lieutenant-fireworkers, and 
cadets, as Thall be properly qualified for fuch fta- 
tions. 

I'he perfons who fliall fill the faid feveral fta- 
tions, are to remain in the corps of engineers, and 
are not to be removed into any others advancing, 
however, therein according to their ftanding, as 
far as the ranks of lieutenant-colonel, but no 
higher. 

The chief engineer is to be allowed the pay of 
lieutenant-colonel, as fettled for officers in that rank 
in theeighty-fecond paragraph of this letter, viz. 20 
Ihillings a day, which, with a proportionate fhare 
of the revenues, upon the terms and conditions 

mentioned 



[ 3^7 ] 

tnentipned with refped to the officers of the fame 
r^ak, and .fettled in our letter of the twentieth No- 
vegiber, ^aft, are to be in full confideratlon both for 
his ftation as chief engineer, and his rank as lieif- 
tenant-colonel. 

The direftor being the next officer, is to be al- 
lowjed the pay of a major, likewife fettled for of- 
Ijcers In that rank in the eighty fecond paragraph 
of, this letter, viz. Fifteen Ihillings a day, w'hich 
with a proportionable Ibare of the revenues, upon 
the terms and conditions before-mentioned and fet- 
tled in the letter of the twentieth November laft, 
are to be in full confideration both for his ftation a.s 
diredtor, or affiftant engineer, and his rank of 
major. 

The other members of the faid corps are to 
have an additional pay by w^ay of gratuity or dona- 
tions, in the fame manner as the reft of our military 
officers ; that is to fay, thofe in the rank of cap- 
tains three fhillings a day, lieutenant two lliillings, 
arid enfigns one Ihilling. 

As we are now regulating our military fyftem at 
Bombay, upon a plan fomething iimilar wdth that at 
our prefidencies. Lieutenant Colonel Pemble, who 
belongs to the Bombay eftablilhmont, is therefore 
to proceed thither accordingly, if he is not already 
gone, agreeable to the orders of our letters of the 
twenty fourth December, one thoufind feven hun- 
dred and lixty five, and twenty fixth of March, 
onp thoiifand feven hundred and fixty fix ; having 
appointed him colonel and commander in chief, 
under the prefident and council, of all the com- 
pany's. forces at that prefidency. 

By the alterations we have now ordered, with 
•refpeft to the military fyftem at your prefidency, 
A 3 more 
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jyiore field officers are wanting, likewHe good and 
experienced officers below thele ranks. We there- 
fore lend out this feafon three lieutenant colonels, 
three majors, and the feveral captains and lieuten- 
ants here under-mentioned, viz. 

Lieutenant Colonels 5 Charles Champion, George 
Sampill, Matthew Lellie, Majors^ William Eng- 
lilh, John Morrifon, William Blair. Captains; 
William Popham, William CrolBy, Alexander 
Rofs, John Burrington, Benjamin Alhe, William 
Thomion, James Freeman, William Peake, Jofeph 
William Crabb, Benjamine Wroe, I'imothy to- 
wards, Chriftopher Hotsfall. Captain Lieutenant ; 
Roger Hogg. Lieutenants; William Law, Wil- 
liam Willon, John Scott, Michael Bruce, Walter 
JSruland, Martin Gilpin, Richard Lucas, John Du 
|X)nt, Walter Maynard, Henry Atkinfon, I'homas 
ocot, Robert M‘Nabb, I'homas Cavioll, Ruffel 
Arder, Anthony Hartle, Alexander Munro, James 
Gould. 

In order to fettle the rank of the feveral before- 
mentioned officers, we muft previoully inform 
you, that it is our plcafure and orders, that Rich- 
ard Smith, efquire, Sir Robert Barker, and Jo- 
feph Peat, efquire, now in Bengal, be the colo- 
nels of the three regiments of infantry, Charles 
Chapman, Hugh Grant, and William Smith, 
cfquires, be lieutenant colonels of three of the fix 
battalions. 

Obferving by the general lift of the army in 
the company's lervice in Bengal, tranfmitted to us 
by the Britannia, and which is the laft received, 
the following gentlemen ftand thereon in the rank 
of majors, without diftinguifhing whether they be- 

long 
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long to the 'regiments of infantry or the feapoy 
battalions, viz. Giles Stibbart, William Smith, 
Primrofe Galliez, Gilbert Ironfide, James Morgan, 
Anthony Polior, and Chriftian Fiflier. 

But as only three of the faid. majors could, ac- 
cording to our late eftablifliment, belong to three 
regiments of infantry, one of whom, viz. Wil- 
liam Smith, is advanced, as above dircded, to 
be a lieutenant colonel, the other muft of conrfe 
belong to the feapoys ; we conclude, therefore, 
that three of the faid gentlemen will be in pof- 
feffion of commiflions as majors of infantry at the 
time this letter conies to your hands ; and if you 
judge them deferving, are to continue as fuch. 

Here we muft however inform you, it is our 

E leafure and diredions, that Giles Stibbert, James 
lorgan, Anthony Polier, Chriftian Fifcher, and 
Douglafs Hill, are not at any time to rife to an 
higher rank in the fervice than majors ; the faid 
limitation with refped: to majors Polier and Fif- 
cher, is on account of their being foreigners, 
agreeable 'to the general rule laid down in our 
letter, under date the nineteenth of February, 
one'thoufand feven hundred and fixty-lix. 

Since our before-mcniioned appointment, lieu- 
tenant colonel Charles Champion has obtained 
our leave to remain in England another feafon, 
for the recovery of his health, which however is 
to be no prejudice in point of rank when ho ftall 
arrive in Bengal ; only the following gentlemen 
then at prefent proceed to their llations, who arc, 
upon their arrival, to be lieutenant colonels of two 
ot the fix battalions, in the order they arc here 
ftamcdi viz, George Sempcll and Matthew Lef- 

lic ; 
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Jic ;• the’ vacancy of one of the battalions, .occa- 
.iioned by lieutenant Colonel ChampibhVnoV’ pro^ 
cceding thii feafon, you ‘are hereby a'lithorifed to 
fill up with a proper perfon, in the rank of li<?gtc- 
nant colonel, next below lieutenant colonel 
Ldlie. 

And the majors, William Englifli, John Mor- 
rifon, and William Blair, are in like manner to 
be majors of the three battalions. 

Lieutenant colonel Sempell is to rank next be- 
low the youngeft lieutenant colonel in the com- 
HiifSon, when this letter comes to hand, and 
lieutenant colonel Leflie next below Sempell. 

Major Englilh’s rank is to be next below the 
youngeft major in commiflion, on the receipt of 
this letter; and the majors Morrifon and Blair, 
in the order they are named, next below Knglifh. 

The captains and lieutenants arc to take rank 
next one another in the order they are arranged in 
the ninety-fixth paragraph in this letter ; and on 
their arrival in Bengal, they are to rank, with re- 
fpeft to the other officers in the company’s fervice 
who fliall be in commiffion when you receive this 
letter, in the following order, that is to fay, the 
firft captain proceeding from hence is to rank next 
below the youngeft captain in commiffion as 
above mentioned, and the others are to follow in 
the order they are named ; the faiue method is to 
be obferved in the ranking the lieutenants under 
the youngeft lieutenant in commiffion. 

The faid captains and lieutenants are to fiiccced 
in the order we have named them, as vacancies 
happen in the regiments ; in the mean time, they 
are to be allowed the ulual pay, as captains and 

lieu- 
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lieutenants, and are to be employed in the fcapoy 
battalions, or otherwife, agreeable to their r^- 
fpedtive ranks, as you lhall judge moft conducive 
to the good of the fervice* 

With refpeft to the corps of artillery, as wc 
have now planned it into a battalion, Fleming 
Martin, now in Bengal, is to have the command 
as lieutenant colonel, and Thomas Deane Pearce, 
nov^ proceeding from hence, is hereby appointed 
major thereof. 

We have alfo appointed David Rofatt, and 
James Barnett, to be captains of artillery, and 
they are accordingly to fill fiich vacancies as fhall 
be therein upon their arrival, or fhall happen 
next after their arrival ; and they are to rank as 
they are here named, next under the Inft cap- 
tain in commiflSon, upon their arriving in Bengal, 
The feveral officers now in Bengal are to be 
continued in the corps, and arc to be advanced 
therein according to their refpeftive ranks, if you 
find them deferving ; but there are two captain 
lieutenants, viz, Patrick Duff, and Ifaac War- 
ren, who may be of ufe in thofc Nations, but not 
to advance farther : it is our plcalure that they 
do not rife higher. 

As it will be greatly for the benefit of the fer- 
vice to have as many young gentlemen, well qua- 
lified in the artillery and engineering branches of 
education, to be added to the artillery corps, wc 
have accordingly entertained the perfons here un- 
dermentioned ; who arc, upon their arrival, to 
be lieutenant fireworkers in the feveral companies ; 
the firll of whom is to take rank next below the 

yoiingeft 
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)rout>ge(t of the feme rank, who ihall h6 oh 3reui‘ 
lift upon the receipt of thefe advices, viz* 

James MayafFree, Thomas Nepean* James 
Cockburn, Francis Moore, Thomas Harris, 
James Irwin, Juftly Hill, George Sampfon, 
Thomas Cooper Everitt, Charles 'Fitzgerald, 
John Infley, George Dear, Robert Dawes* 

Having regulated the corps of engineers in the 
manner b^eforc mentioned, we have appointed 
Archibald Campbell to be chief engineer, and 
rank as lieutenant colonel ; and James Lilliman 
to be tlireftor, and rank as major in that corps. 

We have direfled lieutenant colonel Campbell 
to proceed firft to Bombay, to execute fuch di- 
redtions as we lliall give, in regard to the works 
carried on under that prefidency ; which fervice 
being executed, Mr. Campbell will then go on 
to Bengal, where he is to remain, and complete 
the works under your diredtions. 

Lieutenant colonel Campbell^s pay and fliare of 
the revenues before mentioned, is to commence 
from his firft arrival at Bombay : but as the 
amount can only be afeertained at Bengal, if Mr* 
Campbell fliould apply for any advances on ac- 
count of what may become due to him during bis 
continuance at Bombay for the fore-mentioned 
purpofes, wc fliall dired\ our faid prefidency to 
lupply him witjb fuch fums as he may requeft, for 
defraying his cxpenccs while he remains there ; 
for which they are to take his bond or bonds, 
which are to be forwarded to you, ‘and to be rc* 
covered out of the firft money that lhall become 
due to him. 


Colo* 
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Colonel Campbell having no fcparate laftruc- 
tions or powers from us, as engineer, he h tb 'aft 
und;;:r ybur direftion : you are therefore ro jgive 
Jiini the' necelFary orders from time to time, and 
fufnifli him with copies of fuch parrs of our 
Ictterj ^d your own proceedings, as may be mod 
ufeful to him^ and of whatever elfe may be necef- 
fary and material for his information; in doing 
Which you will always keep in view the conduft- 
ing the works with the utmoft diligence, oeconomy, 
and frugality, fo frequently recommended to your 
care and attention. 

He is to lay before you, from time to time, the 
progrefs made in the feveral works carried on un- 
der nis diredlion ; which is to be tranfmitted to 
us as often as conveyances offer ; and at the fame 
time, you are to give us your opinion thereupon. 

That the feveral officers now proceeding to 
Bengal, may be fully informed upon what terms 
they are entertained, and thereby to take away all 
pretences for altercations on account of rank, or 
otherwife, upon dieir arrival, previous to their 
taking the ufual oath, to be true and faithful to 
the company in their feveral flations, they w^rc 
each of thenr Ihewn a paper by your fecretary, 
to which they declared their aflent and agree- 
ment ; of which the following is a copy, viz. 

That all fvich as are, or have been in his majef- 
ty’s fervice, are to take rank of one another in 
their arrangement here, and according to the (Jates 
of their fefpcftive commiffions, that is to fay. 

The lieutenant colonels arc to rank with each 
other of the fame clafs, as lieutenant colonels. 

The niaiors, in like manner, as majors, ^ 
VoL. IV. Bbb >he 
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The captains, in like manner, as captains. 

The lieutenants, in like manner, as lieute«» 
nants! 

That on their arrival in India, they are to rank 
next to the loweft of the fame dais there, in the 
order they are named from hence, viz. the firit 
perfon of eath clafs upon the lift here is to take rank 
under the laft officer of the company's of the fame 
denomination, who ftiall be in commilfeon on their 
arrival in India. 

That it is to be obferved however, that fucli 
.officers belonging to the company, who have 
leave to return to their fcrvice, are to take rank 
agreeable to the laft commiffions given them iii 
Inllia, in the fame manner, as if they had con- 
tinued there. 

That they are not only to obey their fuperior 
officers according to the rules and difeipline of 
war, but are to be entirely fubjeft to the orders 
of the governor and council at each prefidency, 
who are the company's legal reprefenratives ; as 
likewife, tofuch orders as they may receive from 
any of the company's civil fervants, at their feve- 
ral fubordinate fettlcments, to whom the gover- 
nor and council ftiall think fit to delegate fuch 
authority. 

That as they arc entirely fubjeft to the autho- 
rity of the company's civil rcprcfcntativcs, fo the 
governor and council, upon the miftbehaviour of 
any officer, may, whenever they think fit, take 
away fuch officers commiffion without bringing 
him before a court martial, according to the gc- 
ncfal pradicc of the fervicc. 



[ 3^7 1 

Jf it fhall happen that' the recruits going out 
this feafon will more than complete the feveral 
corps, according to the prefent efl;i;iblilhment, 
you arc, in fuch cafe, to caufe them tp be equally 
.divided among the fald corps. 

Having thus in general fetrted the outlines of 
the military eftablilhmcnt of Bengal, you arc 
ftrldlly to conform thereto. We arc lenfible there 
are many regulations ncceflary for cffedtually car- 
rying the fame into execution; we therefore re- 
commend it to you, to fettle as foon after the rc-i 
ceipt of this as poffibic ; and in order to affift you 
therein, we now fend you the printed militaiv 
code or plan given out at Madrafs in one thoufana 
feven hundred and fixty-five, for the troops on tj^ 
epaft of Coromandel, which, allowing for 
difference of the fervice at the two prefidencies, 
may be adapted to the fituation and particular 
.circumftanccs of the troops employed in Bengal,, 
varying the rules, orders, and regulations ac- 
cordingly. Such a code can only be drawn out 
upon the fpot ; we direft, therefore, that you 
form one as foon as you can, and tranfmit it to us 
for our information and further direftions ; and 
here we are to obferve, that it is not by multi- 
plying orders and regulations that a military fyf- 
tem can improve, but by a ftrift attention, that 
the orders given, are obferved and obeyed. 

You are not only to tranfmit us a copy of fnch 
a code annually, but you arc likewife to tranfmit 
copies to other prefidencies, who are to do the 
fame with refpeft to you. This mutual commu- 
likation, will, if duly attended to> be produdive 

of 
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n fimilarlty.of fyftetns throughout our whole 
f 0^(£k}DS« ' 

t In confequenijc of the confidcrable iqcreafe of 
our European infantry, wc recommend a proporr 
tionable decreafe of the feapoys ; and we think 
that reduftion Ihopld pot be lefs than three thou- 
fand from the brigade ibapoys. Wado npt pofi- 
tivcly order it, but depend on yoqr difererion to 
do it when time and’ circumftance will admit ; 
neither fliall we prefcrlbe how it Ihall be carried 
:into execution, leaving it to you either to reduce 
^the provincial feapoys, and iqcorporntc the three 
^thoufand to be reduced from the army feapoys 
'into the provincial corps : neverthelefs, keeping 
djf the diftinftion. due to the brigade feapoys, by 
putting them on more foldier-like fervice than 
that of collefting the revenues, — When this re- 
duftiop fliall be made, wc ftill think a ftanding 
force of three regiments, and the artiljery bat- 
talion, and fifteen thoufancU feapoys, .is far fupe- 
fior to any country force that can be brought a- 
gainft the provinces, and the leflening.the pro- 
portion between the Europeans apd feapoys is ad- 
diftg to our fafety. 

With , refpedt to the faid corps of feapoys, we 
cannot here form a perfedt judgment of the num- 
ber rjcquifite, as that muft depend on the circum- 
‘ flances and fituation of affairs, as before obferved ; 

, and the forming them muft be left to your diferc- 
tion, obferving that this eftabliflimept, muft in all 
- its part^, be calculated to inforce order, difeipllne, 
and fubordin3i(ion, for on this wc muft depend^ 
*and by this we are to hope to maintain oUr fiipcri- 
9 ’lty, and give fcciu'ity to our fyftcm of govern- 
ment." 
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ineht. Thcie ^ood purpofes will be beft anfwer*- 
pd by your paying them' r^ularly, ufmg thetn 
with humanity, and giving the battalions as many 
European commiffion and non-commiflioned of- 
ficers as the fervice can afford ,* and lord CUvfe 
informed us, that as the feapoys are feparated and 
divided into "three brigades, the danger of their 
holding cabals of any alarming nature is in a greait 
meafure avoided ; to which his lordftiip adds, thaft 
the beft additional fecurity he can think of, is to] 
have each battalion compofed of an equal number/ 
of Gentoos and Muffclmen, and to encourage a 
rivallhip of difcipline between them ; all whic\ 
we recommend to your attention. 1 

The reafons afiigned for entertaining eight 5^ 
depen dent battalions of feapoys for the collef/fon 
of the revenues, to wit : that this meafure will 
tend to the enercafe of the revenue by the reduc- 
tion of the provincial troops-and expences, is our 
only motive for approving it ; but we expeft to 
ice that effeft evidently appear in your future ac- 
counts in the reduftion of the mongeees col- 
ieftions. 

It is very ex'^raord inary that we cannot, in your 
confultations, or the feleA committee’s proceed- 
ings, trace the progrefs of the vaft encrealc in thQ 
feapoy battalions ; the order for raifing new batta- 
lions never appeared in your deliberations ; fo that, 
although we find by your return received per Mer- 
cury j we had no Icfs than thirty battalions in our 
fervice, including the eight mentioned in the pro- 
ceeding paragraph, yet lo important a meafute ne- 
ver appears to have been the of a regular 

tleliberation. We cannot account for this negledf, 
by fuppofing, that the military regulations tWe 
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flown from the government authority, in virtue 
hts. being commander in chief ; but this by np 
means juitif^cd you, in our opinion ; the increafc 
or dccreafe of the army oiioht never to fake place 
without mature deliberation, and reafons regularly 
affigned on the face of your proceedings, 

. We are furprifed at the account colonel Smith 
gives of his cxpences, as mentioned in confultarion 
the twelfth of Auguft, one thoufand feven hundrecl 
and fixty-fix, and apprehended, fo great an ex- 
pence muft arife from miftaken notions ot a necel- 
lity of imitating the grandees, and oftentation of 
khc eaftern princes, which is by no means our with 
(and intention, being perfuaded European plain- 
\jersand fimplicity will cn ate more awe and refpeft 
ih^n any imitation of their manners: never thelcft, 
we do not mean that fuch cxpcnce as lhall be 
thought neceflary for the fupport of dignity, or for 
prefciits to the eaftern grandee?, fhould be flung 
on the commander in chief ; the council on the fe- 
Kft committee, will judge of the propriety of fuch 
charges, and ad: accordingly. 

Extrad of the company’s general letter to Bengal, 
dated 17th of Mdrch, 1769. 

Tn our letter of the eleventh of November laft, 
we intimated our appreheniions, that the great 
difference between ihe ba ta allowed your troops, 
^nd thofu belonging to Fort bt, George, a6ting ip 
the Decan, would create dilTentions very detrimen- 
tal to the iervice ; by the advices from Madrafs, jt 
appears that there was like wife a great inequality 
between th.m, with refped to diet, your troops 
" bein^ 
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being nlloweti two pounds of meat a day, aiid tliofe 
of Fort St George but one pound ; the effedbs df 
this difparity were, the Bengal grew mutinous, on 
the reduftion of their batta, whiltt ihofe of Fort 
St. George did the fame, on account of the de- 
fparity betwixt their allowances and ihofe of the 
Bengarforces. _ 

We expeft our three principal prelidencies to 
co-opperate in forming fome plan that may prei^cnt j 
this in future j in which, due confideration mull: biy 
had to the fate of provifions in the feveral countric/ 
where they may adt ; and we hope, by a commul 
hicatlon of fentiments to each , other, this greaw 
evil may be prevented, and the props of the 
veral prefidcncies be brought to adt jointly, wbfi* 
ever it may be needful, w.th that harmony which 
the general Welfare of the company requires. * 

The double ports held by the Bengal ofKccts 
feem likewife to have created great jealoufies : 
thofe Who mart be difeuffed: for we muft not fuffer 
luch trifling confide rations to come in competition 
with the fuccours that muft be mutually afforded 
by the feveral prefidcncies, for the general prefer- 
vation of the whole. 

It being our firm Intention to abide by the mili- 
tary eftablithmenr, fettled laft fcafon, for your 
prcfidency ; we therefore diredt, that, if at any 
time the forces in Bengal llmll exceed that fettle- 
intnt, you do not, on any pretence, form the 
furplns intomew corps, or companies, in order to 
provide for any fupernumerary officers you m^y 
have ; but that you dilpofe ol the extraordinary 
number by arraching them to the feveral 
upon the prefenc cfUblifluncnt j fur we 
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<»Ulfnot allow of your exceeding it, without our ex- 
prefs peimiffion firft obtained for that porpole. 

Fort William, the i8th Auguft, 1769. 
At a feleft committee, prefent, the honourable 
Hatry Verclft, Efqi prcfident and governor. &c, 

« The committee proceed to take mto confidera- 
tion the orders of the court of direftors for a re- 
duAion in the brigade feapoy. , 

A Although they arc defirous of embracing every 

Loper opportunity to curtail the heavy eXpcnce 
tL military eftablilhmcnt ; yet they judge, that 
L reform in the corps of brigade would be an im- 
%per meafurc; fmee it would prove fo peat a 
Sdlaion of our military ftrength, tvh.ch, and 
which only, prefervesthc tranquility ofthefe pro- 
Vinces. But upon a due confideration of the prefent 
ftatc of affairs! and confidering alfo troops 

are now drawn into a more compaft bod) , the 
committee arc unanimoufly of opinion, that they 
may adopt an occonomical fyftem, perhaps more 

SSpcbkto ,h.co».of “ 

obedience to their orders, anti have accorditrg )r 
agreed to recommend the following reduftions to 
the confideration of the prefideni' and council. 

That the tweniy-eighth battalion of putg^nnah 
feapoys, ftationed at the city of Murlhadabad, lhall 

be reformed. ^ 

That the thirtieth battalion of purgpnnah tea- 
poys. Itatloned at Calcutta, fhall he 

That the thirty-firft battalion of purgunnah Ica- 
poys, ftationed at Patna, lhall be reformed ; and. 
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as the three battalions of the' firft brigade are now 
on their inarch for Calcutta from the eaft. Tnd by 
the laft return it appears, that they will require at 
leaft feven hundred men to complete, the com- 
mittee think, that the thirty-fecond battalion of 
feapoys, which was raifed when the firft brigade 
embarked for the coaft, (hould be reformed ; but 
that the private men which compofe that battalion 
Ihould be incorporated in the firft brigade ; and 
that no impediment may' arife to the colleAion ofj 
the revenues, by the dilbanding of the purgannah 
battalions, it is propofed, that the refident at the 
Durbar lhall be aflifted from that brigade canto^ 
ed at Barrumpoor, with feapoys, for the duty €f 
the city only, as far as a complete battalion. 

That the fupervifor of the collcdlions of Bahar 
fhall be aflifted from that brigade cantoned at the 
Bankipore, or Dinapore, with feapoys, for the 
duty of the city of Patna only, as far as one com- 
plete battalion; and that the colleftor of reve- 
nues at Burdwan fhall be reinforced from the bri- 
gade feapoys ationed at Calcutta, whenever the 
fervice fhould require a reinforcement ; and in or- 
der effeftually to prevent the leaft degree of relaxa- 
tion in the difeipline of thofe brigade feapoys, 
which may, from time to time, be employed on 
duty at the cities of Muxadabad and Patna, the bri- 
gade feapoys fhould not, on any account, be em- 
ployed in the colleilion of the revenues; and, 
moreover, that they fhould be relieved every fort- 
night. This the committee recommended to be 
obferved as a ftanding order. It is further proptf-- 
, ed, that the native feapoy officers of thofe batt\ 
lions which are to be reformed, fliall be difpofecT 
VoL. IV. 3 C of 
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of as follows : The Purgunnah officers to be enrol- 
led as Ib'pernumeries in the Perguannah battalions; 
and that the officers of the thirty -fecond battalion 
be enrolled with the brigade battalions ; and that 
no preferment of native feapoy officers Ihall be 
made whilft thefe continues a Kipernumary officer 
beyond the eftablilhment. 

The committee then proceeded to take into con- 
lideration the ftate of the brigade troops, whilft 
Hoing duty at the prelidency, particularly with re- 
Tpe<5t to the feapoys, who, with vcty great re- 
lu6>ance, have left their native countries to follow 
"^eir ftandards to Fort William ; for great are the 
apprehenfions of which the natives of pahar, and 
the more weftern provinces, entertain of the ef- 
fe<5ts of the air and w^ater in Calcutta, and its in- 
dependencies ; and it can be only a courfe of ex- 
perience which will convince the native troops 
from what has of late occurred, that by marching 
down to Calcutta, they are not intended to be 
fent on fhipboard. 1 his very idea, and fome 
falfe reports of embarkation, caufed a very confi- 
derable defertion in the fecond and third brigades, 
notwithftanding the general's politive afturances to 
them, that no fuch meafures was thought of, or 
intended. Add to thefe agrievments, the prefent 
exceffive price of proviiions in Calcutta, grain be- 
ing almoft double the price to what it bears at any 
other ftation of the army. And having debated 
on thefe points very maturely, with a view of 
caufing a further redu<5fion in the military expence, 
thp cantonment allow'ance, which • the feapoys 
^ve received for many years, at every ftation of 
the army, was propofed to be curtailed, whilft 

any 
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any part .of the brigade troops fliould be doing 
dtity in Fort William j but it was adjudged by no 
means an eligible meafure, to dilguft lb hne a bo- 
dy of men as now^compofe the brigade battalions ; 
that the faving was not an objcd to put in com- 
petition with the confequences to be apprehended j 
that it was our duty fo to treat the I'eapoys, 
that whenever the defence of our lettlements lliould 
oblige us to call them down to the prefidency, they 
Ihould march with chearfulncls and alacrity 5 that 
It would be an unjultlfiable hardlhip on the lea-i 
poys, if we ordered them from their native count 
tries, where they enjoyed cantonment allowance,] 
and where provifions were fold at a very cheay 
rate, to bring them to Calcutta, where provllij^ 
were .very dear, and then to abolilli the canton- 
ment allowance ; and as the reform of four batta- 
lions of Purgunnah, and additional feapoys, makes 
it requifite that part of the brigade feapoys fliould 
garrilbn the cities of Muxadabad and Patna, we 
ought not to adopt any meafures that would not 
only inevitably occafion a great defertion among 
the feapoys, but would probably create a difiatif- 
faflion to the fervice. 

It is therefore propofed, for the reafons aligned, 
that the cantonment allowance lhall be continued 
to the feapoys, whilft they were on the Calcutta 
duty 5 and as it would be highly improper to make 
any diftinftions to the difadvantage of the Euro- 
pean troops, the committee are of opinion, that 
cantonment allowance fliould alfo be continued to 
them. 


Tort 
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Fort William, zadAuguft, 1769, 

At a Confultation, prefent, 

The Hon. Henry Verelft, Efq; Prefident, &c. 

As the regulations formed by the feled com- 
1 mittee, for the Purgunnah feapoys corps, have not 
Ibeen ftriflly attended to as they ought, and as the 
\board are of opinion, that feme additions to thefe 
igulations is requifite, 

/ Agreed and refolved, That we now enforce 
wem, and that in future the regulations to be ob- 
l^ed by this corps (hall be, 

¥hat the Purgunnah feapoys at Patna, Mur- 
fliadabad, Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong, 
lhall receive their full pay, without any deduftion 
whatever. 

That they (hall not receive any batta. 

That the company (hall be at the expence of 
their cloathing. ^ 

That the officers fliall receive off reckonings un- 
til the firft of September next ; but from that time 
they lhall not be allowed to draw for any more, 
nor fliall they be entitled to any after that period. 

Agreed alfo, That the cloathing for the Pur- 
guannah feapoys be made up at the prefidency ; 
that we direft the gentlemen of the different fub- 
ordinates to apply to us for it at ihe commence- 
ment of the new year ; and that we acquaint them 
refpeftively of this addition to the former regula- 
tions, and acquaint them, we expe£t in future the 
llrideft attention will be paid to every part of 
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Extrafl: from the Company's general Letter to 
Bengal, dated 17th January, 1770. 

In confideration of the rank major-general Coote 
holds by his Majefty’s commiffion, and in order 
to place him on the footing of albwances fuperior 
to the prefent commanding officers in India, with- 
out incurring a more confiderable charge, than by 
the appointments which were affignea to general 
Lawrence, it it our order, that general Coote jp 
allowed a falary of one thoufand five hundrel 
pounds a year, to be paid him out of your caffi a) 
Fort St. George, or fuch other prefidency at whi^ 
he fliall refide, by quarterly or half yearly fo- 
ments, to commence upon his arrival; and that 
one eighteenth part of the two and one half per 
cent, commiffion on the neat territorial revenues 
in Bengal, is to be deduced out of the full com- 
miffion, and remitted to the general, wherever 
he fliall refide, and the remainder thereof is to be 
diftributed according to our direftions, in the ge- 
neral letters to you of the twentieth of November, 
one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-feven ; alfo, 
that he be further allowed one twenty-fourth part 
of the commiffion of five per cent, taken on 
the farmed revenues of Fort St. George, and its 
fubordinates, to be deducted in like manner from 
the faid commiffion, and the remainder thereof to 
be diftributed according to the direftions in our ge- 
neral letter at Fort St. George, dated twenty-fifth 
March, one thouland feven hundred and fixty- 
eight. 
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We further direft, That major-general Coote's 
travelling charges, in going from one prefidency 
to the other, be borne by the company j - and that, 
whenever it may be neceffary for him to take the 
field, he is, in fuch cafe, to be allowed, in addi- 
tion to his before-mentioned appointments, the fum 
of ten pounds fterling a day, for the expence of 
his table and field equipage ; and that on days of 
marching (and not otherwife) he be fupplied by 
He commifiary with thirty coolies, to afiift in car- 
rying his baggage. 

f He is to be provided with a houfe, or apart* 
\jnents, fuitable to his rank and ftation, at fuch pre- 
l^ncy where he fhall refide. 

Vou are to obferve, that the before-mentioned 
falar}' and allowances are to be in full confidera- 
lion for major-general Coote’s fervices as comman- 
der in chief ; alfo for affifting at the board of com- 
mifiioners, and as a member of council, and of the 
feleft and all other committees ; and which allow- 
ances are not to be exceeded on any pretence 
whatfoever. 


Copy of the tenth Paragraph of the Company’s 
general Letter to Bengal, dated 23d March, 
1770. 


In a letter from your feleft committee, of the 
twenty-firft December, one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and fixty-feven, to brigadier general Smith, 
you write, that ‘‘ jis the number of feapoys at- 
tached to each brigade, requires more than 
one field officer to command them, we are 


A opinion, that another may be added to each . 
r brigade 
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brigade of feapoys. We have taken 'the matter into 
conlideration ; but before we come to a final refo- 
lution, we (liall be glad to have your fentiments on 
this occafion” And in anfwer thereto, under the 
twelfth of January, the general writes, “ As to a 
fecond major of feapoys, when the neceffity of the 
times obliges lord Clive to promote fo many ex- 
traordinary majors as afforded an appointment of 
two to each brigade of feapoys, the lecond majorj 
was little more than a cypher; yet, in direft op/ 
pofition to this opinion, you refolved to appoint 
them, and did accordingly appoint two lieutenant-) 
colonels, without giving the leaft reafon for it. Ai^ 
though we made a new regulation of our milit.yi^ 
hercj which arrived in Auguft, one thoufand fe- 
ven hundred and fixty-eight, yet this very extraor- 
dinary letter was not fent to general Smith in No- 
vember following: notwithftanding the court of 
diredors have been pleafed to make an additional 
number of field officers, in proportion to the 
ftrength of their regiments, w^e are of opinion, that 
the appointment of a lieutenant-colonel and major 
to the feapoys of each brigade, is as neceflary as 
ever : and in your letter to the company, not the 
leaft notice is taken of thefe appointments. With 
thefe orders before you, we are furprized to find 
you could prefume to a;^ in direct contradiction to 
them; and therefore highly difapprove of your 
conduct, in taking upon you to encreafe our mili- 
tary eftablifhments, which we will not admit of 
in future, except upon very urgent occafions; 
and then affign reafons, and point out the ne- 
ceffity of the meafure in the cleared and 
moft fatisfaflory manner for our confirmation, ^ 

the 
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the right of appointing officers oft an increafed efta- 
blilhment can onlv reft in us, the utmoft, there* 
fore, as you ftioula have done, was to have repre* 
fented the neceffity of fuch appointments, and 
waited our orders : but a» it would be hard upon 
the officers you appointed, who have behaved well 
in our fervice, and as you could not be acquainted 
with our havmg appointed field officers here, we 
have determined to continue them ^ but, on any 
yture vacancies, they are not to be filled up, our 
mtention being, that you fliould revert to the for* 
wner eftablifhment of one major to each brigade : 
and we hereby declare, that if you fliall hereafter 
p^fume to alter the military cftablifhment laid 
down from the court of direftors, by the appointr 
ment of any additional or extraordinary officers to 
fuch eftablifliment, as has been done in this in- 
ftance, it is our fixed refolution to difmifs thofe 
p^rfons from our fer\dce, be they whom they may, 
who fhall take upon themfelves to concur in fuch 
n )torious difobedience of our orders.” 


Copy of the hundred Paragraph of the Company's 
general letter to Bengal, dated loth April, 1771. 

Upon examining into the ftate of your military 
officers. We find the number of field officers great- 
ly exceeds your eftablifliment ; we therefore di- 
reft, that all the above three colonels of infantry 
(including the commander in chief) fix lieute- 
nant colonels of infantry, one of artillery, and the 
lieutenant-colonel of engineers, fix majors of in* 

J fntry, three of feapoys, one of artillery, and one 
f engineers, are to be looked upon as fuppernu- 

merarics, 
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merarics, and no promotions muft be made till 
they are provided for ; as we are determined, that 
the above eftablllhment fliall not exceed on any 
pretence whatfoever. 

Extrail of the Company’s general Letter to Ben- 
gal, dated 25th March, 1772. 

When we compare the military charges of your 
prelidency to thofe of Fort St. George, we are 
llruck with aftonilhment at finding the expences - 
of your eftablllhment more than double the amountj 
of that on the coaft. As fo enormous a difference \ 
is by no means reconcilable with the little difproy 
portion there is between the two eftablilbmen^, 
we are led to infer, that this excefs muft b^ owlAg 
to the inattention of our prefident and council, as 
well as toabufesand embczzclmcnts by individuals 
in the feveral parts of the military department. 

In order, therefore, to difcover the caufes, and 
to prevent the continuance of an evil, which is be- 
come intollerable to us, it is our politivc command, 
that you forthwith inveftigate the military charges 
of your preli<lency, even to the moft minute par- 
ticular ; and Ihould any abufcs or mifmanagement 
appear in conducing the bufinefs of this depart- 
ment, we expeft and require, that you not only in- 
flict due punifhment upon all perfons who fliall 
have offended in this refpecft, but that you take all 
proper meafures for putting an effeilual ftop to 
fuch praflices in future. And we further dire£l, 
that you fend us, by the firft opportunity, . a full 
and particular ftate of the military charges of your 
prefidency, diftinguifhed under their proper heads, 
VoL. IV. 3 D and^ 
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and exhibited in fo clear and comprehenfive k 
manner, that we may not remain under the leaft 
uncertainty reipCiSing the caufes which have oc- 
calioned the immoderate extent of your military 
expences : but that wc may be enabled to judge 
by what mcide, and in what degree, the fame 
may be reduced, without w^eakening that efta- 
blilhment, which may be necedhry for the protec- 
tion of our podciiions in Bengal/' 

( Extrad of the Company's general Letter to Ben- 
gal, dated the 7th April, 1773. 

L “ The abfolute nece ffity of retrenching the excef- 
\ve military charges of your prefidency, has induced 
us to appoiiH Lauchlin M‘Leane, Ellp commifTary- 
general of army accounts in Bengal, whofe foie at- 
tention being fixed on one obje&, we flatter our- 
feives, that he will be able to efiec^uate fuch a re- 
dutdlon of extra and contingent expences as may 
fully anfwer our expedlations in his appointment. 

I'he accompanying copy of a report of the com- 
mittee, which wc appinted to form regulations 
and inftrudions relative to the commilTary-general, 
will convey to you our ideas of the neceffity of re- 
viving that office in Bengal, and alfo mark many 
of thofe improprieties and abufes which appear to 
us to merit an immediate and an elTeftual reform j 
confonant to which report, you are hereby dirc6i- 
ed to prepare inflruflions for the faid commifiary- 
general, and to take care that they be cffecfiuariy 
carried into execution. 

Mn MacLeane, for his fervice as commifihry- 
general, is to be allowed the falalV and emolu- 
ments 
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merits annexed to the ftation of youngeft counfcllor, 
and in order to give him rank in the field, we 
have granted him a brevet commiliion, with the 
rank of colonel ; but he is not to perform any mi- 
litary duty, or receive any pay or baita, or other 
emoluments whatever, in consequence of fuch his 
military rank. 

As we eftcem the appointments of qiiarter-mafter 
general of great importance, and as lieutenant- 
colonel Lefiie has Served in that department during 
the lafl: war, in different parts, we have appointecy 
him to execute that poft at your prefidency j but 
under this exprefs condition, that he does not re- 
ceive any pay or emolument for executing that 
truft, except what is agreeable to the cuftom of the 
army in England, and thefe he is entitled to as 
lieutenant-colonel of the infantry. Copy of his 
warrant is inclofed. 

And the committee having examined lord Clive 
with regard to the military eifablilhincnt of caval- 
ry in India, his lordihip laid, his idea was, that 
very few cavalry in India arc necefTary 5 that no 
more than a number f ullieient to prevent furprifes 
are wanted ; that they arc very expenlive, and 
that one hundred horfes for each fcttlement would 
be fufScient. 

And the committee examined general Caillaud 
on the fame lubjeft, who, upon lord Clive's evi- 
dence being read to him, confirmed the fame ; 
and added, that the cavalry had at different times 
been reformed, on account of the heavy expences 
which attended them 5 that a certain , number of 
them might be necellary, when the European ca- 
valry of oth/fr powers happened to be oppofed, to 
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the forces of the company, but that, in the time 
of peace, a very fmall body, fufEcient for efcorts, 
patrols, and duties of the like kind, was enough. 

And the committee examined lord Clive, as to 
his opinun about the fcapoys ; and his lordfliip 
informed them, That he thought the cxiftenceof 
the company in India, but particularly in Bengal, 
depended upon the difciplinc and fubordinaiion of 
the feapoys, and that they cannot be too well offi. 
cored. That if there could be one European ofE- 
iotr to each company of feapoys, it would be great- 
ly to the advantage of the fervice ; that he has fo 
high an opinion of the fidelity, attachment, and 
bravery of the feapoys, when commanded by a 
member of Englilh officers fpeaking the language, 
the defence of the country might be intrufted to 
them alone, fupported by a good train of artillery, 
commanded by Britifh fiibjedts ; that he thinks it 
very necefiary that there Ihould be one field officer 
at lead, who is an European, to each battalion of 
fcapoys. 

And the committee examined general Caillaud 
on the fame fubjcdl ; who, upon lord Clive’s evi- 
dence being read to him, confirmed the fame, but 
added, that in his opinion the battalion of feapoys 
are too drong ; that if they were divided into more 
battalions and fewer men in each, it would make 
them more dependent, and Icfs likely to form com- 
binations : but, with refped: to artillery, he ob- 
ferved, that the management of that branch ought 
to be kept entirely in the fiances of Europeans, 

And the committee find, by a feperate letter to 
Fort St. George of the feventcenth of March, one 
thoufand feven hundred and lixty-riinc ; that thc^ 

diicftors’ 
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dlreftors approved of the plan for raifing a body of 
cavalry, as contained in the preceding of that pre- 
fidency of the twenty-ninth of February, onethou- 
fand feven hundred and fixty-eight ; but that they 
dcfired them, before that they determined on it,tofec 
that proper provifion be made for the paymentof that 
corps, and that cantonments be affigned them, in 
times of peace, moft proper for fublilting and pre- 
ferving that corps. 

And that they, befides, ordered them to fend as 
many men to complete the body of one thoufar^ 
6ve hundred European infantry at Bombay, as that 
prefidency ihould require from them, but fo as not 
to reduce their cftablifhment. 

And that they ftridly ordered and required them 
to (tick to the fettlement of the military eftablilh- 
ments, as it had been Bxed by their feperale letter 
to that prefidency of the twenty-fifth of March, 
one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-eight, and 
that they (hould not form any new corps or com- 
panies, in order to provide for any fupernumerary 
officers they might have, adding, that they would 
not allow of their exceeding that eftablilhment, 
without their exprefs permiffion firft obtained for 
that purpofe.** 

And the committee will in the next place, pro- 
ceed to lay before the houfc, what has occur- 
red to them material upon the article of pay 
and batta. 

And they find, by the general letter to Fort St. 
George of the ninth of December, one thoufand 
feven hurWfred and fixty-two, that the court of di- 

reftots 
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re&ors complained of the extraordinary allowance 
called batta to the company's troops, as too heavy 
to be borne ; and faid, that it muft as foon as pof- 
fiblc be entirely laid afidc 5 that if any more than 
the pay was really neceffary, upon particular occa- 
fions, it muft be fettled upon the moft moderate 
terms ; that that period, when they had nothing 
more to fear from European enemies, feemed to be 
the very point of time, when this reformation was 
moft likely to be effefted ; and that they ihould 
hope to hear that the prefidency had made the pro- 
per ufe of it j but that at all events they fhould de- 
pend upon their embracing the firft opportunity of 
effeding this order. 

And the committee find, in the general letter to 
Fort St. George of the 9ih of March, one thoufand 
feven hundred and fixty-three, that the court of 
direftors declared, that having already given that 
prefidency their fentiments upon the exceflTive mi- 
litary expence, as well by the letters of that as of 
the former feafon, and as they could by no means 
alter them, or admit of farther innovations, they 
could not but approve of their not complying with 
colonel Monfon’s reprefentation for an additional 
allowance to the fubaltcrn officers and private men, 
when in quarters ; and that moft certainly that 
gentleman muft be fenfible, no military fervice 
whatever had fo many advantages attending it as 
that of the company. 

That they alfo approved their condudl, with re- 
gard to the propofals made for maintaining the Eu- 
ropean cavalry ; but that as the terms, though 
the loweft then offered, feemed to them very high, 
notwithftanding which, they would not'difpute the 

fca-» ' 
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reafonablencfs thereof, but entirely relied on the 
endeavo'urs of the prefidcncy, for reducing this 
charge to eafier terms, whenever opportunity 
fhould offer. 

• And the committee find, by the feperate letter 
from Fort St. George, of the feventeenth of No- 
vember, one thoufaiid feven hundred and lixty- 
three, that though that prelidency exprefled them- 
felves very fcnfible, that the expence of batta was 
heavy, and added, that they had reduced it as low 
as circumftances would admit, yet they declarcid 
that it could never be entirely laid alidc, as it was 
impoffible for the officers and men to fubfift in the * 
field on their pay alone. 

And the committee find, by the general letter 
to Fort St. George, of the firft of June, one thou- 
fand feven hundred and fixty-four, that the court 
of direftors replied, that notwithftanding the pre- 
fidency had declared, they had reduced the batta 
allowed to the military, as low as circumftances 
would adnut, yet it was, even according to the 
prefent reduced plan, too heavy an expence to be 
borne ; that they therefore expefted, that when- 
ever the fituation of affairs would admit of a farther 
reduftion, the prefidency would lay hold of the 
firft and every opportunity to obtain this defirable 
end, which they had been fo conftantly ordering for 
a confiderable time paft, and others had recom- 
mended it in the ftrongeft terms to their prefidency 
at Bengal to do the fame ; and as the prefidency 
of Fort St. George could not but be fenfible how 
effentially neceffary it was for the intcreft of the 
company, they rthe dlredtors) fhould expeft to 
co-operatywith their faid prefidency of Bengal, in 

every 



every meins that might tead to reduce the batta, 
and other military txpcnces, at both prelidencies, 
within the moft rcalonable and moderate bounds 
the iituation of affairs would admit. 

And the committee find, by the feperate letter 
to Fort Sr. George of the 17th of March, one 
thoufand feven hundred and lixty-nine, that the 
court of diredtors declared chemfelvcs greatly diffa- 
tisfied with the jcaloufies and heartburnings that 
arofe from the difparity of batta and allowances be- 
tween the coaft and the Bengal troops ; that this 
was a matter of very great importance, for that 
they plainly perceived, that it would have been 
almoft impoffible to have brought them to a& to- 
gether : that they fliould expeft the three prefi- 
dencies to co operate in forming fome plan that 
might prevent this in future, in which, due confi- 
deration mult be had to the rate of provifions in the 
feveral countries in which they might aft ; and 
that they hoped, by a communication of fentiments 
with each other, this great evil might be prevented, 
and the troops of the feveral prcfidencies be brought 
to aft with the harmony, which the general wel- 
fare of the company required. 

That the double poll held by the Bengal officers, 
feemed likewife to have created great jealoufies : 
that thofe two ought to be difeuffed ; for they 
could not fuffer fuch trifling confiderations to come 
in competition with the fuccours that mult be mu- 
tually afforded by the feveral prcfidcncics for the 
prefervation of the whole. 



I. 3*9 1 


And the committee will not proceed to lay before 
the houfe what has occut'red to them material, 
upon the fubjeft of extraordinary contingent 
^ expcnces. 

And they find, by the general letter to Fort St. 
George of the firft of June, one thoufand feven 
hundred and fixry four, that the court of direftors 
ordered, that with refped: to brigadier general 
Caillaudj inftead of coloners and captain's pay, 
amounting to twenty-five (hillings a day> the al- 
lowances naadc him by their letter of the thirtieth 
of the preceding December lliould include the faid 
twenty-five (hillings a day, and (hould be in full 
confiderations for all his fervices whatfoever. 

And the committee find, by the general letter 
to Fort St. George of the twenty- fecond of March, 
one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-five, that the 
court of direftors informed that prefidency, that 
they had taken into confideration - the regulation of 
allowances to a commander in chief, when in the 
field ; and that they diredted that whenever it 
fhould be necelTary for general Lawrence to take 
the field, he fhail be allowed, in addition to his 
then appointments of one thoufand five hundred 
pounds a year, the fum of two pagodas a day, and 
that, on the day of marching (but at no other time) 
the commifiary fliould fuppiy him, on the corripa- 
ny’s account, with twenty-iive or tliirty coolies, to 
affift in carrying his baggage, which the prefidency 
were to give the necefiary orders for accordingly ; 
and that, in like manner, when general Caillaud 
Jlhoul^ takejfhc field, inftead of general I.awrence, 

• Voi.. 3 E he 
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hs fhould have, over and above his apppintipcntg 
of one ihoufand pounds a year, the before-nnen. 
tioned allowances of ten pagpdas a day, and the 
fupply of coolies ; and that the faid allowances eU 
ther to general Lawrence or general Caillaud, as 
commander in chief, who in the field, were to be 
in full confideration for his table, and all expences 
whatever, on fuch fervice, and during fuch fervice 
only, and were not to be exceeded on any pretence 
whatfoever : that, on the contrary, if thofe allow- 
ances could be reduced, confidently with the good 
of the fervice, the direftors declare, it will be 
greatly to their fatisfaftion, confidering the very 
heavy military expences the company labours un- 
der, and they accordingly recommend mod ear- 
nedly this meafurc to the confideration and care of 
the prefjdcncy. 

And the direftors further added, that the faid 
allowances were not to be made a precedent, or to 
be extended to any other officer or officers whaifoe- 
ver, who (hopld take the command in the field, 
cither during the time of the faid general L.awrence 
or Caillaud's being on the coad, or at any future 
time 5 but that fuch a moderate allowance ftiould 
be made, in Heu thereof, as the prcfidency fiiould, 
with the drifted regard to oeconomy, think pro- 
per, and which, therefore, they left to their dif- 
cretion to adjud. 

And the committee find, by the feperate letter 
Jo Fort St. George, of the fourth of March, one 
thoufand feven hundred and fixty feven, that the 
court of direftors obfeivcd, that the neceflity of 
fome fettled regulation- of eApence in every depart- 
fntpt >vas fo obvious, that they wohd^red’ muA 
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how general Lawrence could take any exception^ 
to the orders they fent in their letters of the twen- 
ty-fecond of Ma/ch 1765^ fixing the allowance to 
either him or general Caillaud, as commaii'icr in 
chief, when in the field ; that this did not proceed 
from any alteration in the advantageous opinion 
they had always, and did then, with juftice enter- 
tain of his merits and oeconomy ; but they hoped, 
that after having fettled fuch an allowance for fucK 
a man, no fucceeding officer (if he had been con- 
tent) could have afpired to more, and few to fo 
much, that it would have given them great fatis- 
faftion if the general had penetrated into their 
views, and fetthac good example. 

The committee, in the next place proceeded to 
examine into the condudt of the fervants of 
the company, with relation to fuch troops, on 
the coatt of Coromandel, as were either paid 
in part or wholly, by the nabob of the Car- 
natic. 

And the committee find, by the minute of a 
confultation at Fort St. George, dated April the 
twenty fixth, one thoufand feven hundred and fix- 
ty-fix, That the governor and council reprefented 
to thedireflors, that they had eflablilhed fome pro- 
vifions for wounded and invalid feapoys, and ad- 
ded them to the military regulations ; and that 
they are as follow, viz. 


p^g. 

Fan. 

Cafl) per ' 

Month. 

Zemindars * - 2'- 

00 

00 


Havildars and naiges 1 

29 

40 

ditto 

- I 

00 

00 

ditto 


And 
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And the committee find, by a feperale letter 
from P'ortSt. George of March the tvventy-feventh, 
one thoufand feven hundred and. fixty-fivc, that 
the prefidency reprefent their apprehenfions that 
the military eftablifhment will fall ftiort, as the 
nabob had particularly clcfired that no reduction 
might be made in the Icapoys, who were then 
about 10,000; to which requeft the prefidency ' 
could not refufe thur confer.t, as the whole, both 
officers and men, were carried on his account. 

And the committee find, by the company’s ge- 
neral letter to Fojt St. George, of February the 
nineteenth, one thoul’and feven hundred and fixty- 
fix, that the diredor’s refolved to comply with the 
nabob’s defire, and added, that they expefted to 
receive the following benefits, viz. That the com- 
pany would be difourthened of maintaining a body 
of fv)ur thoufand feapoys, according to their former 
regulation of the 30th of December 1763, as they 
conceive that thefc are comprehended in the above- 
mentioned number of 10,000 ; and that, if this 
corps is properly trained and attached to them, 
they iTuiy at all times depend on them, and be the 
more powerful on the coaiV, in cafe of war with 
France ; and that they fliall likewife keep the na- 
bob firmer to their inrereft, by their having* under 
their controul almoft the whole military force, by 
which the province is to be proteded ; but that, on 
the other hand, it is tube appichended, that thefe 
troops, being natives of India, whep oppofed to 
the country pov/ers, may incline to defert thecaufe 
of the company, niould any difpute arife between 
them and the nabob -, an event at prefint not pro- 
bable, but, however, not wholly chimerical, finc^,^ 
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their competitors are fo nearly interefted in fuch a 
divifion, and fo capable of arc to cfftdt it : that a 
defeftion in a corps fo armed and difciplined, might 
be produftive of moft mifchievous coniequcnces, as 
their fupcriority over feapoys in the country fervice, 
confift only in their difcipline ; that however thofc 
apprehenfions yield to their hopes and expedlations, 
that fuch general regulations may be eftablilhed 
and fuch expedients be adopted, as may obviate 
their dangers ; and they add, that the following 
articles feem to them eflential. 

That the whole corps be formed into ten batta- 
lions ; each battalion to be commanded by one • 
captain, one lieutenant, and one enfign : 

That each battalion confift of ten companies of 
one hundred men each, officers included, to be 
commanded by one European ferjeant, and fuch 
officers, natives of India, as lhall be found ne- 
Cefiary. 

That the captains, lieutenants, and enfigns, do 
rank with the officers of our European battalions, 
and have regular fucceffion in that corps, unlefs the 
prefidency iball fee juft caufe of exception to any 
individual : that the ten junior captains, lieute- 
nants, and enfigns, have the command ot the fea- 
poys, and, as they fucceed by vacancies to the 
European battalion, their places arc to be fupply’d 
in the command of feapoys, by younger officers : 

That- the uemoft care be taken, as well at the 
time of enlifting, as at all times afterwards, to in- 
culcate the opinion, that they are wholly and folcly 
dependent on the company, fubjeft to their orders 
and controul, and to no other power whatfoever j 
, fls mi rnh as polSbIe, it lliouid be concealed, 

• that 
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that the nabob is under any agreement to rclmburfc 
the company for chtir pay. 

That they be cloathcd in an uniform remarka- 
bly dilVmguiflicd from fuch fcapoys as the nabob 
may himlelf entertain for the guard of his perfon, 
or any other purpofes. 

That a pay-mafterof feapoys be appointed from 
the covenanted fervanis of the company at the pre- 
lidency, that he have an office for traniadling the 
bufinefsof this department and that fuch of the 
feapoys, as (hall be from time to time at the prefi- 
dency, fhali be regularly and monthly paid at the 
* public office, not by iffiuing the pay of each com* 
pany to the fubadar, but that each man be paid 
by the pay-mafter himfelf ; and that fuch feapoys 
as arc in the out-garrifons be in like manner paid ; 
every man feparately, by the pay^mafter of the 
garrifon, who, (as has been the cuftom for 
Ibme time) mull continue to be appointed from 
among the covenanted fervants of tl^e company. 

That the Britifn colours ffuch as are carried by 
our European battalionsj be alfo borne at the head 
of the feapoy battalion, without any diftinftion ; 
and that fuch dillinguilhing colours as the compa- 
ny’s of the feveral battalions may bear, be alfo very 
remarkably diftinguilheci. 

In confcquence of a reprcfentatlon made by 
the prcfidency, with the concurrence of general 
Lawrence, that five officers wtre infufficicnc for 
each artillery company (there being feven to each 
company in the King’s forces) they did permit 
an addition of mo more officers to each company 
ofari-illcry, viz. one captain-lieiucnanr, and one 
lieutenant-fireworker ; and as it was ffiitcd that 
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the lieutenant-fireworker’s pay was really infuffi- 
cient for his maintaintance, they agreed to make 
it equal to that of the cnfign’s. 

Ufoph Cown (whofe defection coft the company 
fo much blood and treafure) had with him one 
thoufand fcapoys regularly defciplined, and offi- 
cered with European ferjeants and corporals, be- 
lides ;i coffer company. 

The company thought no fuch confidence as 
that of renting counties Ihould ever in future be 
placed in any of the fuhalternsor feapoy officers ; 
though the Nabob agreed to defray that expcnce, ^ 
yet this became void, upon an occafion'al appli- 
cation to him for money, he would fre^piently 
plead want of cafh, from the ncccffiry of the 
times, and that large expcnces would confequentr- 
ly bo |)aid by the company, and carried to his ac- 
count, thereby adding greatly to that very large 
fum he was already indebted to them ; and they 
allcdgv?d, that a more regular receipt would accrue, 
if the Nabob would make iuftallments on renters 
of particular countries. 

The prefidency of Fort George acquainted the 
board with a converfation he had held with the 
Nabob, relative to the difturbanccs formed by 
the Polygars, and the complaints he received of 
the incurfions of the plunders into the Onygobe 
and Tanjour country : that he was convinced the 
troops in his fcrvicc were unable to fupprefs them ; 
that he therefore required another battalion of his 
fcapoys might be taken into the company’s fervice, 
put under their officers, and regulated and def- 
ciplined like the reft of their troops ; and that he 
TTimlLLmnVr good their expence : that he alfo de- 
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fired that, the entire defence and protedlon of the 
country may be left to the company’s troops, and 
that the utmoft endeavours may be ufed to dif. 
perfe the Polygars, clear the woods, and eftablifli 
peace and fafety to the inhabitants ; that as the 
prefidency and council would agree to this, and 
give the ftridteft orders, that the company’s officers 
Ihould fupport his managers with troops, without 
interfering, with the revenues on matters relative 
thereto, he would difmifs all the troops he kept 
in the faid countries, and thereby fave part of 
the expcnce he fuftained ; and he hoped in a few 
* years the country people, being convinced of the 
company’s refolution to maintain peace, and pu- 
niili dilturbers, they would forbear their ufual 
pradice of plundering the fircar government. 

The board exprefled thereupon their fatisfac- 
tion. Upon finding that the Nabob at length be- 
gan to wean himfelf of his jcaloufy, and to difeo- 
vqr, from experience, what they had often told 
him, viz. that his keeping up a large body of 
troops was almoft an ulclcls cxpcncc ; and that 
half the number, or even one third in the com- 
pany’s pay, would be a more cffedual fccurity anti 
fupport : that at limes he had feemed to be coiv 
vinend of this, but as rclapfcd into the ap- 
prehenfions of leflbning his own importance and 
dignity, as he ki]’"ned his forces. 

He had declared he was fully determined to 
difeharge all his fea])oys, and keep only a fc- 
led body of horfe, and had even prelied the prcli- 
dency to raife an additional number of battalions, 
to proteft the country, out of the fcapoys he dif- 
qharged. Letters had been written 

commanding 
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totnmanding officers to give the prcfidenty their 
opinions, how many troops would fufiicc for their 
refpedtive commands, and they had thereupon 
concluded twenty l^attalions inllcad of fourteen 
kept up by the company, and eighteen* by the 
Nabob, to be fufficient for the entire protection 
of the Carnatick againft all invaders ; but by the 
time this refolution was taken, the Nabob had 
alledgcd, that on rc-confidcring tins matter, he 
difeovered irreconcilable dllfercnccs between our 
commanding oliicers and his managers, -and that 
he muft be a confiderable fuiferer in his revenue, 
unlefs his officers had the entire command of the 
troops : that the prcfidcncy were fcnfible that ma- 
ny difficulties might ariffi, which would require 
great care and attention ; but hoped that perfe- 
vcrance and vigorous examples made of i heie ol - 
ficcrs who might be guilty of breach of orders, 
would get the better of thefe objections; but for- 
bore to infift on what they were convinced was 
wholly for his good, could it be perfefted, Icll 
the Nabob might think their puffiing this fyfteni 
might proceed from other motives than that of 
protcefling his intcreft, and that they wanted to 
ffiveft him of all appearance of power, and ren- 
der him at once a mere dependent in every rc- 
fpedi:. 

Upon the experience they had had of the good 
effects arifing from their late promotion of a bat- 
talion of fcapoys, out of the Nabob's troops, they 
readily agreed to his propolal, as they hoped by 
the furety and protection, they ffiould be able to 
give the country, the weavers, and other inhabi- 
— Y n^ * IV *' 3 F tants 
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tants wiio had lately left it, might be prevailed 
on to return. 

The prcfidenc)" agreed ro acquaint the King of 
Tanjour of this their intention, and to defire that 
he t\’ould give them a farther proof of his reliance 
on the company’s fricndlhip, by affifting them 
with troops, and doing every thing in his power 
to difperfe the Polygars, and drive them from his 
country when they retire thither. 

The prcfidcncy ordered a battalion of fcapoys 
to be raifed out of the Nabob’s troops, to affift 
and prote 61 : his managers, without exadling du- 
ties, or interfering with the government of the 
revenues. 

In confequence of a rcfoluiion taken by the 
prcfidency, to retlucc the European cavalry, thefe 
from the northward were ordered thither, and the 
men incorporated among the artillery, infantry, 
and feapoys, according to their fevcral qualifica- 
tions; and they had judged it moft advilablc to 
make the Nabob a tender of the horfes, with 
their accoutrements : from the experience they had 
had, that when the cavalry were reduced, and 
the horfes fold at out-cry, they had fetched but 
an inconfiderable price; and that as the Nabob 
had been charged with them, the prefidenev 
would obferve the fame mode with regard to thelc 
that remained to be reduced. 

It had been obfe ved, that the black cavalry of 
fhe Naliob, lately j>lr.ced under European officers, 
agreeable to a refoiution ta!:en in a confultation of 
November tvvcnt'z-rhird lall preceding, had, dur- 
ing the courfe of the nionili of FebruarJ", 1 768, all 
quilted th.c eamj) of colonels 
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and returned to Arcot, through want of pay, 
which the Nabob’s dlftrefs for money would not 
admit of his fending regularly, and that the com’* 
pany’s trcafury was unable to furnllh 80,000 
rupees monthly,, to pay 2000 black horfc. 

The prcfidency informed the Nabob, that un-* 
lefs they were put immediately under the orders 
of the company’s officers, and received their pay 
regularly from them, as the reft of the troops do 
who aft for the company, it would be better he 
Ihould difehargethem entirely. 

• Ibrahim Beg, who commanded four hundred 
horfe, and one hundred fcapoys, having alfo late- 
ly left the camp without orders, and having re- 
ceived an offer to enter into the Soubah’s fcrvice, 
Ihould he be permitted to do fo, as this cftablifh- 
ment, by which he was allowed 2000 rupees per 
month for himfclf, and for paying a body of 
horfemen, not regularly formed or dilciplined, was 
inconfiftent with the other part of their military 
conftitution, and as indeed the principal reafon 
for firft engaging him, was to prevent his being 
troublcfome in the fircary, ot which he had a 
thorough knowledge, and as the defertion of the 
Nabob’s horfc, and their refoluiion to di (charge 
thcle of Ibrahim Beg, would certainly expofe their 
convovs to Hvder’s cavalry, they took into con- 
fideration a propofal of major Fitzgerald, to an- 
fwer the purpofes of the troops they difmided, 
which propofal was as follows, viz. 

To augment the company’s Ihiall troops of horfe, 
now coniifting of 38 to 100, on the fame footing as 
the foreign huffars, and to augment the hulfars alfo 
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ropeans, who will be mounted, (loathed and paid 
at, a certain monthly expence, much Ids than they 
formerly coft : to thefe,he purpofes the nabob ihould 
add 500 black horie, which are his own property, 
?ind may be mounted with fome of our fcapoys, or 
the befl: men that can be found, who being paid 
monthly exclufive of their horfes, and the horfes 
being the nabob's property, fed by contraft, the 
men may be formed and difeiplined in as regular 
a manner as cur feapoys. With fuch a body of 
European and black cavalry, fupported by the 
foreign light infantry and one of our battalion of 
feapoys with their held pieces ; major Fitzgerald 
was of opinion, that it would be an eafy matter to 
proteft the Carnatic againft any invaders, or to ef- 
cort provifions fafe to the army. 

The prelidency ufed nil prudent fteps to efTed: the 
entire rel ance of the nabob on the company, for the 
prottdion of the Carnatic ; as the introducing that 
fyftem would be of the utmoll importance from 
their conclufion, that twelve battalicms lefs, than 
were kept both by the company and the nabob, 
would be fufficient for the defence of that country 
againft all invaders ; would eftablifli tranquility, 
cncreafe his revenues, and confiderably diminilh 
his expenccs. "I hat as his dependance would ex^ 
cite his jealoufy, the cautious management of the 
preiidency was neceflary to enpage him without 
diJ'guft, and by degrees, todifLharge the whole of 
this ufelcTs rabble, and to rely entire ly on the troops 
oi the company for the defence and lecurity of his 

The number of feapoys judged by the preHclency 
to exceed twtniy balialioriS, was 
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creafed beyond what on the moft minute confidera* 
lion was deemed actually neceffary ; they were to 
be maintained on the moft frugal footing, and all 
poiKble meafures taken to prevent differences be- 
tween the officers and the nabob’s managers, and 
pofilive orders given for keeping the ftrifteft dif- 
cipline,and avoiding every caufe of complaint 
When the diredlors permitted an encreafe of the 
feapoys eftablifhment, it was done with a view to 
reduce the numbers of the nabob’s undifeiplined 
rabble ; but thofe had been exercifing to fuch a 
degree, as would almoft incline them to think, he 
meant in future to rely on them for the defence of 
the Carnatic, and the time might come, when fuch 
another effort would be required, as in the long 
war iuftained by the company in defence of the 
Carnatic, againft the fame powerful enemy, and 
that no preparation would be equal to that of a full 
treafury ; till this was accompiilhed, he muft con- 
fine all his ambition to the putting the Carnatic in- 
to a proper ftatc of defence, by keeping up ihe 
fortifications, and having his magazines well ftored. 
The nabob could not ftrengthen himfelf by any 
means foeffedtuahas the re-eftablilhing his finances. 
Thediredtors took notice of the many diladvanta- 
ges the Carnatic laboured under, from the want of 
an uniform fyftem between the nabob and the com- 
pany, with refpedt to the military eftabiilhment 
and operations, and they obferved as the defence of 
that country always refts upon the company in cafe 
of an invafion, fo it is reafonable and proper that 
the nabob (hould fubmit to be controulcd by them, 
with refpedt to the number and difcipline of his 
troops. 


The 
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The vafl: body of infantry he kept up being no 
Icfs that 20,000 men, befides 2000 cavalry and 
10,000 feapoys, maintained by the company, and 
charged to his account, was a greater foice than 
that which is kept up in the three Bengal provin- 
ces, and vaftly btyond what the defence of the 
Carnatic would require, or the revenue maintain ; 
it could not be much fliort of 60 lacks of rupees 
per annum, which added to his civil eftablifhment, 
and the intereft of his vaft debt, placed hia affairs 
in a mod ruinous light. 

The prefidency infifted on his concerting with 
, them a proper plan, with refpcfl: both to his num- 
bers and the means of paying his military eftablilh- 
ment ; that part of this plan muft be the forming 
and paying a proper body of cavalry, under Eng- 
lilh officers, who will be of realfervice when occa- 
fion requires. The prcfideiit of Fort St George 
urged to the nabob the necefficy of providing for 
the payment of ten battalions of feapoys, for the 
cxpence of certain garrilbns, and alfo for paying 
fomething towards the difeharge of his ancient 
debt. The nabob in reply, had repeatedly repre- 
fented and urged the diftrefTed ftate of the coun- 
try ; the little expeftation he had of drawing any 
confiderable revenues this year, and his inability to 
pay any large fum or provide lor the ten battalions 
of feapoys. At one of the meetings he went fo far as 
to declare, that he would pay no feapoys ; that he 
did not want them, that our garrifons diftreffed 
hinn, and that on condition they (hould be immedi- 
ately withdrawn, he would in eighteen months pay 
off his debt to the company, provided the country 
remained in peace. 
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The company reprefented to the l^abbb, tho’ 
they, would be exceedingly glad to fee him difin- 
cumbered" from his public as well as private debts, 
yet as the company had undertaken the defence 
and proteJlion of the Carnatic^ it would be dan- 
gerous as well as cruel to difcharge ten well dif- 
ciplincd battalions; and they did not doubt but 
the Nabob, reflefting more coolly, howdefencelefs 
and expofed he would have his poflefliQns, would 
be induced to adopt the propofal made’ him, and 
keep up troops, at fcaft till the company had 
come to a refolution on fo important a fubjeft. 
The Nabob, at laft declared, that he would not 
confent to fubfifl; more than 7000 fcapoys, till the 
company’s pleafure fliould be known : the Nabob 
grew fo intraftable, that the prefident could ob- 
tain no anfwcr to his letters, and he had the great- 
eft dilliculty to bring him to a verbal aflent to the 
payment of the fums agreed upon; he refufed 
furnifhing hereafter flieep and cattle for the Euro- 
peans, as he had formerly done, becaufe the coun- 
try had been plundered and ruined from the 
Kiftna to Cape Comorin : he alledgcd that the 
complaints of his and the company’s officers 
againft each other would be endlefs, without any 
apparent means . of preventing them ; and he 
therefore clcfircd, that we would withdraw as 
many garrifons as wc could in prudence, and give 
the ftridiefl: orders to the officers commanding in 
the reft, not to interfere with his managers, or 
the country people, but confine themfelvcs whol- 
ly thfe difciplinc of the troops, and prefervation. ot 
the garrifons committed to their charge. 


The 
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The boat'd being willing to give the Nafeoh 
every relief in their power, from expence, refolv- 
edto reduce the eleven battalions to ten, and td 
form the battalions in fuch manner, that they 
might come as near as poffible to the number the 
Nabob had limited. 

The nabob having given orders for putting 2000 
of his cavalry under the officers of the company, 
the board proceeded to take into confideration the 
cftabliftiment and pay of the European officers and 
ferjeants, to be appointed to this corps, and the 
following was agreed upon. 

One captain, his pay, to find and 
feed fire horfes for himfelf and fubaU 
tern, with accoutrements, per month 500 rupees 

One lieutenant for himfelf - 140 ditto 

One cornet ditto - - 125 ditto 

Five ferjeants at forty-two rupees each per month, 
in full for pay and provifions, befidcs two pagodas 
per month, to be made for ftoppages by the paj- 
maAer. 

Five horfes for the ferjeant, at forty-two rupees 
each per month, in field or garrifon, to be found, 
fed and accoutred by the captains. 

The captain, lieutenant and cornet to receive their 
ufual batta in the field, and the captain to have 500 
pagodas per year, oft' reckonings. The horfes kil- 
led or dlfabled on aAual fcrvice to be paid for ac- 
cording to valuation 

A marque tent and two bullocks to be allowed 
the captain, two fmall tents of a particular con- 
ftruftion for the fubaiterns, each to b;i' carried by 

one 
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one buHock, and two fmall private ^ents for th« 
ferjeants. In all, fix bullocks to be allowed, with 
three lafcars and three coolies to each 500 horfe. 

The prcfidency of Fort St. George having takca 
nntoconfideration what force Ihould be allotied for 
the jagguire and the fettlcments in the Carnatic ; the 
black town and garrifon of Fort St. George requi- 
red at leaft one battalion of feapoys in ihnding 
guards, and two battalions more, befides three in- 
dependent companies for other garrifons, confider- 
ing all the circnmftances of revenue and extent, 
were a reafonable force for the defence of the jag- 
guire. 

The prefidency having taken under confidera- 
tion the forming the eftablifhment of the troops on 
thecoatt ; general Coote, in confequence of their 
application to him, informed them, that he under- 
flood the twelve battalions ordered to bo kept up, 
were to be at the foie expence of the company, and 
that twelve battalions of feapoys were very inl’uffi- 
cient for the proteftion of the Carnatic, and fix bat- 
talions were very inadequate to the fervice of the 
fircars ; but as it would be impoffible for the com- 
pany to fupport fuch an expcnce, it became ne- 
celTary to apply to the nabob, to know wh^^t num- 
ber of thofe to be kept up for the fervice of the 
Carnatic, fhould be charged to his account. 

The prefidency having taken under their mofl 
mature confideration the important point of fet- 
tling their military eftablilhments upon a refpefta- 
ble footing, took the advice of lord Clive, major 
general Lawrence, and major general Coote, and 
they ordered that it ihoiild conlut at this prefiden- 
cy of two regiljients of European infonty and tweLe 
‘ G battalions 
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battalions oftfcapoys, which including the commlf, 
lion and non-commiffion officers, European and 
black, confifted of 12,624 men. Belides, that 
eftabliffiment the nabob confected that ten batu* 
lions of fcapoys Ihould be entertained on his ac- 
count, but that they ffiould be under the orders of 
the company, and be commanded by European of. 
ficeis, and that their pay ffiould be advanced by 
the company, and carried to the debit of his ac- 
count ; the court of diredors adopted the plan, and 
gave direftions for carrying the fame into exe* 
cut ion. 

General Coote’s opinion regarding the cftablilh- 
ment with the remarks of the board in conlequence, 
appears as follows : 

The board having laft confutation requefted my 
opinion, regarding the orders of the court of di- 
reftors in their letters of the third of January 
refpedting the military cftablilhment of the prefi- 
dency of Fort St. George ; I now give that opi- 
nion with more confidence, as I had the honour of 
being one of the three general officers called upon 
by the court of direftors to take into confidcration 
the ftate of their forces in India, and to form lucli 
a miiityy fyftem as might preferve their extenfive 
pofleffions in this part of the world. 

^ In the report which general Lawrence, lord 
Clive, and I, gave into the court of dircdlors, m 
formed this eftabliflimeiic limilar to that of Bengal, 
which confided of three regiments of Europeans of 
two battalions to each regiment, fo that the whole* 
of Europeans was 


Three 
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Three Colonels 

Three lieutenant colonels 

Six majors 

Fifty-four captains 

One hundred and twenty lieutenants 

Forty-two enfigns 

Two hundred and twenty-eight ferjeants 
Two hundred and twenty -eight corporaJs 
One hundred and twenty drummers 
Two thoufand eight hundred and twenty private 
men. 

To each regiment, we added fix battalions of fea- 
poys, making eighteen battalions ; the whole of 
liapoys being 
Three lieutenant-colonels 
Three Majors 

One hundred and eighty Ruropean officers 
Eighteen black commandants 
One hundred and eighty fubahdars 
Five hundred and forty zemindars 
One hundred and eighty colour bearers 
Thirty-fix trumpeters 
Five hundred and forty tom toms 
Seven hundr,ed and twenty havildars 
Seven hundred and twenty narks 
Twelve thoufand fix hundred feapoys 

This body of troops with the affiftance of the 
nabob, we thought might be fufficient to protect 
our pofleffions here ; we certainly did fuppofe that 
they were to be maintained at the expence of the 
company ; and till within thefe few days, I declare 
I did not know that the nabob paid any of the fea- 
*poys, which were returned as the company’s, and 

which 
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which returk were the only guide the military 
committee had to go by. 

Suppofing twelve battalions to be entertained on 
the company’s account, and the nabob’s ten to re- 
main as they are, the whole force under our com* 
mand would be 

Twelve company's battalion's new 
eftabliihment, European officers ex- 
ciufivc - - - 12,372 

Ten nabob's battalions, old efta- 
blilhmcnt - - • 6,630 


19,002 

But if the nabob would confent to raife his bat* 
talions to the fame eibblifhcnt as the company 
have ordered for theirs, then the whole number 
W'ould be, European officers included, 23,144. 

Purfuant to the board's requeft, general Coote 
delivered in his fentiments with refpeft to the efta- 
blifliment and difpofition of the troops on the coaft 
as follow : 

While our forces on this coaft coi\tinue divided 
Jn the manner they now are, the ftapoys corps fe- 
parated in different parts of the Carnatic and the 
battalions in general under no regulation,* but 
thofe of their captain’s, it will be utterly impoflible 
for the troops to praftife a regular uniform fyftem 
of exercife and difcipline, fuch as ought to be pur- 
fued in order to make them fit for adive fervice. 
Whenever there fhall be occafion to affemble the 
battalions, (each of them in all probability having 
bc^ir ufed to a particular mode of difcipline; the 

whole 
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whole mull be new modelled ere they can aft to- 
gether ; this will not only occafion delays and re- 
quire time, when perhaps difpatch is requtfue, and 
the lead procraftination may be attended with bad 
confequcnces to the fervlce. General Coote and 
brigadier general Smith, arc therefoie firmly of opi- 
nion,* that one regiment and fix battalions of fca- 
poys, formed on the new eftablifliment, and equip- 
ped with field equipage, fliould be drawn together 
and ftationed in a centrical pofition. Thefe troops 
when aflembled, may receive all the advantages 
that can be derived from difcipline : the officers 
and men will be thoroughly acquainted with every 
branch of their duty, and compofe a formidable 
and fteaJy body of troops to enter on aftual fer- 
vice at the ihorceft notice. 

When fuch a body is collefted, difeiplined and 
kept conftantly together, the garrifons of courfe, 
will be made lefs confiderablc, as the brigade be- 
fore-mentioned, is fuppofed to be prepared and 
ready to march on all occafions, when ever ihcir 
prefcnce may be neceffary ; but as no refolution is 
yet taken, what number of feapoys are to be kept 
on this eftablifliment, or whetheT his excellency 
may be inclined to augment the number of our 
battalions at prefent oh his pay, it is impoflible 
for us to give our ultimate featiments till thofe 
points are littled. 

If the nabob’s territories from Cape Ci)merln, to 
the Palanaudex fto be protefteJ a traft of country 
not lefs than 700 miles) and we are to confiJer the 
two regiments, of two battalions each, and twelve 
battalions of one ihoufand feapoys each, as th« 
• . whole 
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whole force to be kept on foot fouth of the Kiftnah 
it is by no means fufficient, which the lket(;h an- 
nexed will more clearly demonftrate. 

1 o form the firft brigade, 

Two battalions of European infantry of 500 
men each, fix fix pounders, two howitzers, and 
fix battalions of feapoys. 

To form the fecond brigade, 

Two battalions of European infantry, and fix 
battalions of feapoys. 

The two brigades, once formed, one of them 
^ (heuld be kept in cantonment, at all times prepar- 
ed forfervice, the other to garrifon Fort St. George, 
Villeur, Trichinopoly, the Madera, and Tenne- 
villy countries, and to do that duty alternately. If 
this plan fhould take place, the third jagguire 
battalion will be reduced, and incorporated with 
the others as far as they go. 

The northern eftablifliment is at prefent com- 
pofed of fix companies of Europeans, and one com- 
pany of artillery, both amounting to about 700 
Europeans, ancl fix battalions of feapoys, with the 
foreign legions, conlifting of two hundred coffees 
to trench a force j very inadequate to the coun- 
try they have to cover, and to keep in check a 
neighbourhood by no means difpofed to confider us 
as friends, and in whom there is not the Icaft con- 
fidence to be placed. Confidering how the force 
in the fircars is diftributed, an a6Hve body of 
troops, entering that country, might over-run the 
greateft part, if not the whole, before our de- 
tachments could be drawn together, or- any difpo^ 
fition made to flop an enemy's progrefs; the troops 
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of the fircars ought, therefore, rather to be en- 
creafed, if vje mean to preferve them. 

One brigade is fo far from being fufficient to 
garrifon the feveral forts in the Carnatic, that at 
leaft it will require to garrifon Fort St. George, ex- 
clufive of artillery and European infantry, two bat- 
talions of feapoys. 

Veleur and Amboan, one battalion. 

Medara and Palimcotah, two ditto. 
I'richiiiopoly, two ditto. 

Seven battalions of feapoys. 

The board acquiefced to the propofal of general 
Coote, with regard to the difpolition of the troops 
recommended by him, and were fully fenfible how 
inadequate the force in the fircars was to the ve- 
ry great extent of them. It appeared by the com- 
pany's difburfements, deduced from the receipts, 
that the fum left for the invefiments and remit- 
tances to China, was very firall, even in time of 
peace, and of courfe in time of war the probable 
refources in India will fall fhort of their expenccs. 

Therefore the dire6lx»rs could not form any ref(7- 
lutlon as to the number of feapoys to be kept up, 
until the Nabob had acquainted them what part of 
them he would have carried to his account j it was 
therefore agreed to lay before him a ftatement of 
the eftabliihmcnts propoied, and to requefi he 
would inform the board what number of leapoys 
he was willing iliould be paid, officered and dif- 
ciplined, by the company on his account. 

I'he company being fenfible of the n^ceffity of 
maintaining twelve battalions for the defence of 
the Carnatic, and fix for the prore6fion of the fir- 
(pars, knowing at the lame time how inadequate 

their 
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their revenues were to the expence of fuch an efta-' 
blifhment, were furprized at the Nabob’s declar- 
ing, that he had no need of feapoys 5 therefore, the 
prcfidency of Fort St. George were direded to con- 
tinue the eftablifhment of feapoys paid by him j 
and on the fuppoilition that the Nabob fhould re- 
fufe to content, they were ordered to carry the 
whole cxpence of 1 0,000 feapoys to his debit, un- 
til they had new inftru6lions for reforming the fa id 
eftablilhment. 

As the defence of the company refted princi- 
pally on the company, the Nabob fhould not have 
objefted to the number and defcipline of his troops, 
as his circumftances had not varied fo much as to 
deviate from the maxims cftablilhed. 

Upon this plan, the fcapoy eftablifhment was as 
follows : 

Men. 

For ftanding guards at the prelidency, 
and the jagguire, two battalions, 2104 

Carnatic, ten ditto, 1520 

Sircars," fix ditto, 65 1 2 

Total, 18,936 

In the eftimate, a greater number than two bat- 
talions had been allotted for Handing guards, and 
Jaghire garrifon ; but as Ibch eftimate had been 
formed on a fuppofition, that only fcven battalions 
were to be under the orders of the prciiJencv, on 
the Nabob's account, the proper diipclition of three 
more battalions in the Carnatic garrifon, rendered 
the fafety of |agghuire lands greater than would 
have been the cafe wdth fifteen additional compa- 
nies in the company's territories, and a diminu- 
tion 
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tioa of near three thoufand men in thefe of the 
Kabob. 

Extraft of a letter from Prefident Vcrelft, at Cal- 
cutta, dated 5tli April, 1769. 

Yet though we have little reafon for fears 
from abroad, the internal ftate of our provinces 
is matter of real concern, and, unlcds provided 
for by fpeedy and eficdual mcafures, they mull 
mou[der into ruin ®f thcmlclves, without the in- 
tervention of any enemy ; a little attention to the 
nature of the riches of Bengal, and a compari- 
fon of the various fources of wealth or diftrels in 
the former and prelent fyilems of government, will 
evince this beyond difpute : though our provinces 
afford no gold, filver or precious ftoncs, y«t the 
vaft variety and abundance ftf the produce of 
the lands, and the excellence of the nmnufadturcs 
of the inhabitants, leave them no great occalion 
for imported commodities ; and, at the fame 
time invit« foreign merchants to purchafeand ex- 
port thefe goods and manufadures from their 
fitperior cheapnefs and cjuality. I have obferv- 
cd, that the natives had occalion for few foreign 
commodities, either for convenience or luxury, 
and confequcntly a very fniall proportion of thtir 
trade could be carried on by b.irtcr, and the 
relf, only by giving fpecie for goods : the extent 
alfo of this traffic was prodigious, and bclkUs 
the large inveftments of the differrnt European 
nations, the Bengal raw filks, cloths, &cc. at a 
vaft amount, were difperfed to the wtlt and north 
mland, as far as Guzcfate, Cahore, and even 

3 H han; 
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)uin ; in proportion therefore to this difludoti of 
commerce, the quantity of fpccie m the country 
ncccffarily increafed, the farmers and workmen 
were enabled to anfwer the demands of govern* 
ment with cafe, by the readinefs of their fales ; 
and every extenfion of induflry at home, or trade 
abroad, was a new opening to and advance of 
the general opulence ; from this view then of 
the ftatc of trade heretofore in thefe provinces, 
and by fetting the (urn of the charges of mer- 
chandize and other necclTary difbuifements againft 
the fum of the imports, it will clearly follow, 
that the whole amount of the trade of the pro- 
vinces was a clear gain to them, by an exchange 
of their produce for bullion : how far the im- 
ports and exports balance each other, you have 
ample means of conviftion in your own hands, 
by a comparifon of your export goods and bul- 
lion with your factory difburfements and home- 
ward invert nients, till the revolution in 1757 ; 
and if this fhould prove fo in your cxtenfive 
commerce, the circumftances will hold much more 
ftrongly in the inland trade of the Mogul and 
Guzerat merchants, who had the duties of the 
government to pay, and whofe goods were 
tranfported chiefly by an expenfive land-carriage. 

If thefe fafts are admitted, we can no longer 
be at a lofs for the fourcc of the prodigious anci- 
ent riches of Bengal, as there flowed in every year 
anincrcafeof fpecie equal to the amount of the 
export trade of the country ; and of the immenfi- 
ty of this we muft conceive the moft confequen- 
tial Idea, when we find from the j/ickoutrah (or 
cuftom office books) at Murfhadabad, that fo 

late * 
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.late as Allverdy Cawn's time, and after fo many 
internal revolutions and foreign ravages, nearly 
the value of 70 lacks in raw filk were entered 
there, exclufive of the European invedments, 
which were not rcgiftcrcd in them, as being either ^ 
duty free, or paying at Hughlcy. 

Here then we trace the grand and true foun- 
tain of the wealth of thefc foubahs, and the 
fplendor of their nezims ; but befides this, there 
were alfo fcvcral collateral ftreams which ferved 
in their turns to feed and fwcll the principal one. 
The advantages accruing from fobcneficial a com- 
merce, enabled, as we have feen,- the fanner and 
manufadturcr to difeharge their ftipulated revenue 
to their prince, and thefe revenues again did not 
center nor were funk in bis coffers, but returned 
through various channels into the general circula- 
tion ; large jaghircs were granted to men of noble 
families or particular favourites ; whole diftridts 
were allotted to the other branches of the reigning 
family, at a rate vaftly below their real value ; 
large armies of horfe, &c. were maintained, ei- 
ther for flicw or ft curity, at an enormous expence; 
and even the luxury and pomp ever cudomary a- 
mong the potentates of the cad, contributefd in 
fome degree, by encouraging a fpirit of expence, 
and diflipating largo fums among the people in 
general, which, if they had remained lliut up in 
the treafury, would have been a lofs to the coun- 
try, and of no prefent advantage to the proprie- 
tor, By thefe means, therefore, and the advan- 
tage of trade already mentioned, an extenfive 
and brifk circulation of fpecie was kept ^ up 
fvery where ; the farmer was eafy, the artizan 



[ 4i6 ] 

encouraged, tlie merchant entiched, and the 
prince latisfied. It would not be eafy, neither 
is it of importance to the prefent enquiry, to 
afeertain the prccife aera in which all thefe be- 
gan to decline f but fo far is certain, that the 
decline was neither felt by the country, nor 
perceptible to us, till after the revolution in. fa- 
vour of Meer JalFier. This threw fo confjder- 
able fums into the hands of the company, as to 
render their importing bullion for their invell- 
•ments unnecelTary, and the large fortunes ob- 
tained in confcquencc by individuals, who were 
precluded the coutfe of remittance through your 
cafh, filled the treafuries of foreign nations, in 
exchange for bills on their refpedlive companies ; 
fo that ever fince the country came into our 
pofTefrion', they have been enabled to rival us in 
trade in our own territorits with our own money. 
The former channels then of opulence to the coun- 
try beginning to ftagnate, it was left to be main- 
tained by the old flock of fpecie, wliich for a 
feries of years paft had flowed into it ; and 
this, by a variety of unforfeen events, funk more 
rapidly than in the ordinary courfc of things 
it might otherwile have done. 

The elevation of Meer Jaffitr was attended with 
ruin to many of the principal families depen- 
dant on the late reigning one, and much confufion 
and interruption to the trade of the country 
merchant, by advancing our intereft therein in 
preference to theirs. ' When a fecond revolution 
took place in favour of Coffim Ally Cawn, he 
foot) found the fatal tendency of this fuperior 
influence ; his endeavours to put the other mei-v 

chants * 
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chants on fomething of an equal footing with 
us.producecl continual dlf()urcs bot.v.'en his officers 
and our agents, and t!m prccanou nef, of his fitu- 
ation, with an ambition of tcn inincj hirafelf 
fpeedily independent, by a rapid increafc of mili- 
ftrcngth and finances, made ntm laciilice the 
moft opulent inhabitants to his avarice, and drain 
the country by feverity of exa tion, to fecurc 
a fund for his future defigns or exigencies. From 
the beft authorities I have been able to obtain 
from the fairctf calculates, it fcems 
probable, that Cofliin Ally was the caufe of a lofs ^ 
of near five crore of rupees, in icwels and Ipecic, ' 
to the country, which he cither expended in 
drawing Sujah'Dbwla to his amf.ance, or which 
was feized by his new ally, or r -rriedoff andfe- 
creted by him for his future provifion. 

If we confidev that the tvca'.ur's of the nizamut 
were fo low at ihlsaccclfion, tnat ^Icei Jallisi had 
been ncceffitatcd to cede large diflnCtr. to us in lieu 
of films due, whiUt his own troops were alnioft 
mutinous for want of their pay and arrears ; and 
if to this wc add, that Coliiiu rciViatned in quiet 
poffeffion of his new dignity no longer than three 
years ; wc muff at once fee that this immenle iuin 
was levied immediately Irom the provinces in the 
fhort interval, over an. 1 above his heavy cuiTcnt 
expence ; and befenfil.lc how large a proportion 
this vaft drawback muff have borne to the coun- 
try’s capital of fpccic 

The revolution of Meer Jaffier, and the.grantof 
the dewannee to the company by Iv.s majetfy, ren- 
dered the frefli imports of bullion, either by us 
foreign co.iipanics, kis ucceaury to the mainte- 
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nance and profecution of trade, from the fame ori- 
ginal caufe which had exifted in 1757 ; and the 
increafing reftriftions and difadvantages with 
which the free trade of the native Gnzzeratta, or 
Mogul, was daily fettered and loaded, fuccecdlng 
thatconfufion which daily revolutions, had occa- 
fioned, either produced certain bankruptcies, or 
deterred the more circumfpeft from embarking at 
all in commerce to a certain lofs. Here then the 
channel of trade, which had before poured the 
principal riches to Bengal, began to turn to a 
drain upon it ; the whole centered in the Euro- 
peans, whofe commerce at all times was Icaft to 
the advantage of the country, becaufc their im- 
ports were largefl: in proportion, and their duties 
lefs ; and who now added to thefe a new lofs, that 
of making larger exports than ever, at the coun- 
try's Iblc cxpencc. Of the deftruftivc extent of 
this lofs, the following rough comparifon of the 
imports of bullion by the European nations, and 
their exports of commodities and bullion, for 
three years part, will av;akcn the moft alarming 
idea: 


Bullion imported by the Dutch at 
the higheft cllimate, during that 
term, at 10 lacks per annum 
Ditto ditto by the French 
Ditto ditto by the Englifh 
Ditto ditto by the Guzeratties, 
Moguls, &c* - . - 

Ditto ditto in gold from Buflbrat 
on private account, at 6 lacks 
per annum 


30,00,000 

00,00,000 

00,00,000 

00,00,000 


1 8,00, 00a 

. ■ 


Brought over 48,oo,ooq 
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Carried forward 48,00,000 
Ditto ditto by the Danilh company 
at 2i lacks per annum - - 7,50,000 

Total 55,50,000 

Exports for Three Years. 

EngUfli company in 1766 and 

1767, at the lowed: calculate - 107,00,000 

Ditto ditto in 1768 - - 70,00,000 

Ditto private property, at the rate 
of ift. 5,000 per ihip, and five 
Ihips per annum for three years, 
at a medium - . . 6,00,000 

Dutch company 1766 and 1767, 
three Ihips, public and private 
anaount, at the lowed, lo lacks 
per Ihip - - - ^ 60,00,000 

Ditto 1768, four (hips - - 40,00,000 

French 1766 and 1767, five fliips, 
at 10 lacks per - - - 50,00,000 

French 1768- — four (hips, at ditto 40,00,000 
Danes 1766 and 1767, one (hip 

at 8 each year . « - 16,00,000 

Ditto 1768— two (hips, at ditto - 16,00,000 

Spiccie exported out of the pro- 
virxes for the payment of the 
Icing’s tribute and a brigade at 
Allahabad, per annum for three 
years 50,00,000 - - 150,00,000 


Carried forward 50 1 00,000 



i ' 

J, " ' ' , - ..,>|h>u^t^r*ara ‘ g6^<:ki,qc^. 

jRlvate eiports jfe Ottria, -iwo Jacfc^ - , V - 
. . ficr Muiuaj - - . 8 ,o,oo,po6 

1 t, V ^ ^ ^ r TT„-^ - 

,. Total 5,ii, 00^000 

|jforn which fubtraft the imported 
bullion^ agreeable cb the eilimate ' 
juft made - . - 55»5o»900 

Aid there remains a balance a- 
' ' gainft the country, of - - 4*88,50,000 


1 do not here include the export trade in gene- 
ral of the private European merchants, notwith- 
ftanding It is very confiderablc, becaufe, thpugh 
they bring in, little bullion, yet as they import 
commodities equal to what they carry, the country 
is neither much hurt nor much benefited by this 
traffic, till the merchant comes to realize his gains, 
in order for his return to his native country 1 
and then the amount of them becomes an additi- 
on to the balance againft the 'country, by being 
paid into fome European Company's caffi fbt bills, 
and by this means rendering it unncccfiary for 
them to import bullion to a rilque for the prOVi^ 
ons of their inveftment. 

Neither do I include in this account the large 
fums fent by us to China, Madrafs, and the other 
prcfidencies, becaufe thefc reduced the corbp^- 
ny’s treafury, rather than the country, and ^ be- 
caufe they were equally loft tp thfe country, if they 
regained in the treafury, and did not cnte^ kito 
Wr difburfements or inveftment, as if they ’ 
exported. The king's tribute^ on the contrary, antf^ 

thp 



t 4 *^ I 

' ihii expence at Allahabad is really fo much l^fs to 
the circulation, becaule, as they form a large proper- 
'tioxi of our neceffary dilburfetnents, fo being now 
made out of the provinces, they muft be a limilar 
dedu61ion from their general fpecie. It will hardly be 
hlferted, that any country, however opulent, could 
long maintain itfelf, much lefs flourilli, when it 
received no material fupplies ; and when a balance 
. of above one third of its whole yearly value was 
yearly incurred. But befidcs this, there are other 
concomitant circumftances which have contributed 
todiminifh the riches of the country, and muft, if 
not remedied, foon cxhaull them. 1 have obferved, 
that one great advantage the • country formerly 
reaped, was the diifuHon of its revcnu:s by largo 
grants to dilTerent families, and by the cxpcnfive 
luxury of its governors j but now the wlit)le amount 
of the lands is fwallowcd up in one gulph, your 
treafury. Nor docs any part of it return pito the 
circulation, except the fum idued for our invert- 
ment and neceiraiy cxpenccs ; lb that there enfues 
' an annual lofs to the currency equal to the- dilfer- 
'ence between the aggregate of the inv^ertment and 
dilburfements, and the total of the revenues. This, 
if contirmed, murt in time draw in all the fpecie ; 
and the only remedy for this evil is, either to in- 
fcreafe your invefiments till, with your clilburfe- 
ments, it equals your revenues, of to import a 
quantity of fpecie equal to the diiforcnce. The 
firft of thefe, if praNicable, would leave you with- 
out a fund for emergency, by advancing the reve- 
nues to the aurungs as fart as they were colletrted ; 
the fecond, 1 am afraid, is rather to be wifoed by 
than to be attempted by you. 

VoL. IV. 3 ' 1' 
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I liave thus, gentlemen, endeavoured to lay O- 
pen to you the true fourccs of the ancient opulence 
of Bengal, and its prefent diftrefs. Perhaps you 
have never been led to corfider them in this light; 
but I am perfuaded an impartial examination will 
evince the jufticc of my arguments ; (hould they 
ftand the teft, they cannot fail of being particu- 
larly ufeful at this juncture, as they ‘will enable 
you to apply a fuitabie fnpport where the weak- 
nefs is pointed out, and to anfwer the objtdfions and 
clamours of your enemies. From hence alfo you 
will fee how much th.e advantage of your late ac- 
« quifitions have been exaggerated beyond all bounds, 
and how far from impoffible it was for the honoura- 
bla Eaft India company to be diftrefTed, though 
newly become mafters of the revenues of a country 
which flood rated at above three millions per ann, 
A fuperficial or weak obferver may eflimare a coun- 
try, like an eftate, from its rent roll ; but the man 
of experience and reflcdlion, will eafily fee that its 
annual income muft depend on the proportion of 
its produce which can be realized in fpecie ; that 
the intrinfic value of it mull fludluacc, as the quan- 
tity of fpccie, which is the meafurc of it, multi- 
plies or decreafes in the kingdom where it is pla- 
ced. 

In this point of view, and after what has been 
already faid, I need add no arguments/ to demon- 
ftratc the reality of our prefent chfficulties, and the 
certain profpeftof our future diflrets, I have al- 
ready hinted my apprehenfions of your inability to 
incrcafe your inveftments of bullion, which are 
even now looked upon with a jealous eye by the 
nation^ but it is flill in your power to oblige othi?^ 
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fo import it, or leave you the mailers of the Bengal 
trade. Large fums belonging to your former fer- 
vants are ftill lying unremitted, and thefe muft 
yearly increafe, by the fruits of the fuccefsful iu- 
duftry of your prefent ones. If you open your 
cafli upon equitable terms, for remittances for all 
fums tendered, both national and private confide- 
rations, will draw all thofe into your channel, and 
cutoff the grand refource and advantage of foreign 
nations — the rivalling you in your trade with your 
own money. I fay equitable terms, becaufe it can 
never be expected that any one will remit the pro- 
duce of fo many years labours asfogreat a difeount 
as I -9th part of his principal below the par of ex- 
change at 2S, 3d. per current rupee •, and on the 
contrary, had you even raifed the rate to 2S. 4 d. 
per current rupee, inftead of finking it to us, I dare 
aver, the company as well as the nation, would have 
been confiderable gainers by the advance. We 
fhould then have been able to have fent you home 
by the next feafon an inveftment far fuperior to 
that of the prefent year ; whereas policy, or ra- 
ther necefiity, muft now oblige us to curtail it to 
forty or forty-five lacks. I need draw no compa- 
rifon been the lofs of one-ninth on the remittance, 
and the gain to you of 175 per cent, on fuch an in- 
creafe of import ; neither need I fuggeft the diffe- 
rence it occafions to the nation, company, and 
country, to throw fo large a fum into the Ifinds of 
natural enemies, or lukewarm allies, by a mif- 
taken and injurious oeconomy. Do not however, 
gentlemen, conceive that your fervants here are 
fo anxious for remittances through your cafh from 
/fty private or interefted views. I’he remittances 

of 
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■ of.foreign nations muft always be more advanta- 
geous to them, becaufc they will always keep tlieir 
terms a little higher tlian yours, as an inducement, 
and this muft continue till yours are on luch a foot- 
ing as to render a further advance of their rates 
equal or luperior to the infurance and intoreft on 
exports of bullion. I'hcn wo may hope for fonie 
fupplies from them to this ilecUning country, and 
till then our ftraights and poverty muft incrcafe. 

We liave fent you an iaveftment this year, the 
produce of which will, we hope, anfwer every cx- 
igency j but we propoie to lower the inveftrnent 
for the next fcafon to forty or forty-five lacks, in- 
cluding the fevcii lacks and upwards now in your 
ware-houfes ; and to appropriate the furplus for the 
eftabliihmcnt of a fund for our own exigencies, 
and thofe of the other prefUenties. d'he neceifity 
of this, I need not enlarge upon, the arguments in 
a letter to us from the gentlemen of Madrafs, dat- 
ed March ift, 1769, and the fentiments of the 
committee in the laft paragraph in their anfwer 
thereto, will, I apprehend, be fulficienr. The 
fum ought to amount to a crorc of rupees for this 
prefidency, and fifty lacks for the fupply of the 
treafury of Fort St. George ; and I would recom- 
mend, that after tlic above fund is fecured, the 
furplus of the revenues, or a confiderable part 
thereof, lliould be employed on private fecuiity of 
the nati]^s, in loans for the cultivation of w^afte 
kinds ; by which method your pofteflions would in 
time become of real value to you ; the country 
would be rendered more populous, the trade in- 
creafed, by an addition to the manufa<ftories, and 
the means of realizing your property be more c 
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tain, anJ lefs detrimental to the county or the na- 
tive trader. . 


Extrafl of the general Letter from dated 

' 25th September, 1769. 

“ From experience it is inconteftibly evident, that 
whatever may be the dilburlcments /f the Cvnipa- 
ny, the foreign nations or private traders, yet fo 
long as filver is exported from Bengal, and we re- 
ceive no adequate I'upplies by im^ivortation, we 
muft expod that die want of currency will becunne 
Ibll more and more univcriiil. 'I'his is not a mat- 
ter of opinion only, but a judgment founded 
upon fafls, the trutii of which is felf-evidt nt ; and 
from thence it muil clearly appear, that tl e argu- 
ments we have repeatedly urged on this fubjed 
were founded on jult pihu iples ; as for thefe three 
or four years pad, the foreign nations have ceafed 
to import any ccni’dorablc lums in bullion. They 
have purchafed their inveftrpent with the money 
fupplied by our countrymen for bills on their re- 
fpe^dve companies, joined to the produce of their 
imports from Europe. And hero we cannot help 
oblerving, that your abiolute prohibition ngainlt 
receiving money into our treafuryfor bills of ex- 
change on England, has been one of the principal 
caufes of the prefent fcarcity of f Ver. But as upon, 
a fubjeft of this Importance, not only to the 
prefent ftate, but to the future welfare of your 
pofTeifions, no opinion fhould be advanced, which 
cannot be fully fupported, we muft beg leave to 
rematk, that although the fums of money exported 
hence gn your account have been exceeding 

great 
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E -eat, yet had your tr^fury been open at the ufual 
. te of exchange, no Britifh fubjed would have 
jbmbarked his property upon the precarious chance 
of a foreign remittance. Neceliity only obliged 
them to feek for fuch channels* to realize their for- 
tunes. . And had the foreign nations been deprived 
of the immenfb fums of private property, which 
they had received in India during the laft four 
years, they muft either have imported bullion in- 
to Bengal, to purchafe their inveftments, or the 
whole trade of their provinces muft have fallen 
into your hands. In either cafe, your point would 
have been anfwered; for if the bullion had been 
imported by the foreign companies, the progrefs 
of that bullion from the mints to your treafury 
would have been fpeedyand certain, fince all bul- 
lion imported for the article of commerce muft ul- 
timately center with you, as the proprietors of the 
revenue. And if no bullion had bepn imported 
by the foreign companies, and your treafury had 
been open to receiv every tender for remittance, 
all fums fo received might have been employed 
in the increafe of your inveftment here, which 
.would have enabled you to pay the amounts of our 
drafts on your treafury in England, -and by this 
great extenfion of commerce a very confiderable 
increafe would have been made to the revenue of 
the crown. ' 

Nor arc thefe the only evils which have refult- 
<$d from our ftri(ft obedience to your pofitive orders 
on this fubjeft j for befides the degree of rivallhip 
in the trade of India, which the French from theft 
refources only have been able to maintain in Eu-. 
rope, we have the mortification to find, that largSS 
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fams^feave been already difburfed on the fortiffcsf-# 
tions of Pondicherry, and that they are ftill carry** 
ing on very capital works at an immenfe expence< 
I'hat the French have fecretly exported filver 
from hence to the Coaft, we have not a doubt 5 
but had your treafury been open, the French juft 
then beginning to re-fettle a ruined colony, and 
that too under the difadvantages of a ruined credit, 
would have found the utmoft difficulty to have 
jaifed funds fufficient for their inveftments, and 
other ordinary expences, without ever attempting 
to conftrudl fuch fortifications as may, in fome fu-* 
ture time, prove of the moft material prejudice to 
your affairs. 

Although your orders are fo pofitive for us to 
furnifli your China council with twenty-four lacks 
of rupees for the fervice of the year 1770, yet the 
ftate of your treafury will, at one view, convince 
you of our utter inability to 'give them any aflift- 
ance whatfoever. We obfcrve, that you have 
been pleafed to export two hundred thoufajad 
pounds in fpecie to' China, and have given per^ 
miflion to your China council to draw on you for 
a like fum for the purpofes of the inveftment. The 
abfolute neccffity of providing funds for the pur- 
chafe of your China cargoes, we prefume, could 
be your only inducement either for your exporta- 
tion 0^ fpecie, or your permiffion to draw bills of 
exchange. 

Bat here we cannot help remarking, that thefe 
very meafures point out, in the ftrongell manner, 
the unhappy effidts of your reftridlive orders to 
us ; for it has been made apparent, that if we had 
JWn impowered to draw on you, we fhould either 
^ ; * have 
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liave bcrn ehsbiul very confiJcrably ro incfea^fe 
your inveOment from hence, or the ibreign torrt- 
pinies would have been obliged to export builioh 
for the pUrchafe of theirs, and in this latter cale, 
the fupply of bullion brought into i^eng^h would 
have reheved our apprchcnfioi^s from the Icaroiry 
of currerxy, and might have impoueicd us to fend 
a furtht^r exportation of bullion toLhina ; of courfe, 
you would not have been under the neceffity either . 
offending fpccie to China, or granting j:ctmiffiori 
for bills ot exchange to be drawn on )OU from 
thence. 

VVe are not without well-grounded apprehenfi- 
ons that even the permillion whi'.h you have grant* 
cd to your China council, to draw bills of exchange 
on you, vvill alfo contribute to increafe the icarcity 
of filver in thefe provinces. A mode of remittance 
to Eurrpe, through your channel, is much pre- 
ferred before thofeofany foreign compnnits ; and 
individuals will always endeavour to convey their 
filver to that place, which prefeius the talreii prof- 
peft of realizing their fortunes. 

I'hat remittances might have been rrjade from 
hence upon terms more advantageous to your in- 
tereft, and lefs Jiable to diftrels your aifairs at 
home, than from any other of y(iur pfeficcncicsor 
faflories abioad, will be fully apparent wheh we 
afllire you, that tenders of very Cv)raideraMe fums 
\youId have been made to. us for to be paid in three 
equal jayments, at one, two, and three years 
date, at two fliillings and thr^e-pence the current 
rupee, with an intereft of four per cent, untirthe 
time of payment 5 but although wc were confei^ijS. 
that the meafurcs, taken in all its feveial points 

\ ie V, 
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would have been very much to your advan- 
iaijL yet your prohibition was fo ablblute, 
declined all overtures for remittances. 

’ And here it is moft fitting (but with the utmoft 
deference to your fuperior judgment) that we lay 
before you our opinion on your prohibition of bills 
of exchange, drawn from this place on your trea- 
fury at home; for whilft you fix the rate of 
exchange fo much below the par of foreign na- 
tions^ even the fmall fum for which you admit 
drafb to, be made, is not filled up, fo that, in fad, 
It amounts to a real prohibition. But, gentlemen, 
We would fubfflit it to your moft mature confidera- 
tion, in the fituation which you now are, the fu- 
preme rulers of a rich and fertile kingdom, and 
the profperity of that kingdom depending fo much 
on the meafuresyou are pleafed to adopt, whether 
a.trlfling advantage to be obtained by remittance, 
IS, .Drought to be an objeft in competition with 
the profperity of your territorial poflellions, from 
whence you reap llich golden harvefts. We con- 
fider theftata of your alfeirs in thefe parts in a light 
widely different from the times when a more com- 
mercial intereft was your only objeft 5 an extenfive 
and beneficial trade was then carried on by means 
of large exports of bullion from our mother coun- 
try ; but fines you have acquired fuch valuable 
territorial pofieflions, your trade from hence may 
be cohfidered more as the channel for conveying 
your revenues to Briton, than as only a mercantile 
iyftem ; and as.fo great a change has been elfeiled 
• in- your conftitution, that you may preferve the 
great advantages you now enjoy, and perpetuate 
(hroito your latcft pofterity, we humbly appre- 
^ VoL. IV. 3 R hend 
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bend that tht& fliate of your provinces under 
^idminiftration requires every'aid you can poffibly 
give to encourage the merchant and manufacturer. 
Now it is clear, beyond all contradiction, that to 
enable you annually to colleCl your revenues in 
Ipecie, there muft lie annual importations of fpecie 
into Bengal, as well to fupply the currency for that 
Ipecie which is exported, as for what is melted 
down for ul'e, and what is fecretly hoarded up by 
individuals, according to the invariable cuftom of 
the country. You yourfelves cannot entertain any 
thoughts of exporting filver into Bengal. Where then 
muft we look for our fupplies ? If we expeCl the 
few lacks from the gulphs, it muft be from the fo- 
reign companies only : but can we flatter ourfelves 
with the hopes, that foreign companies will import 
bullion into Bengal, wlulft they can raife fupplies 
in India from our countrymen, equal to their an- 
nual demands ? Should you open your treafury 
doors, you remove the caufe of thele foreign re- 
mittances, and the efieCls will ceafe of courfe. We 
obferve, you exprefs your hopes, that from the 
large amount, for which the foreign companies 
have already drawn in Europe, this mode of re- 
mittance will foon be at an end; but here we 
would wifli to remind you, that to the very large 
fums which were ready for remittance in 1765, 
muft be added the amount of what has been ac- 
quired fince that period 5 and whilft your influence 
is fo exenfive, your fettlement fo flourifliing, your 
dependants, who have the advantage of your pro- 
tection, fo numerous in this country, the private 
acquifitions of induftry amongft fo many individuals 
piuft amount Annually to a very confiderable 

whiclp 
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fehich muft fooaer or^iater be remit<;ed through fo- 
channels, unlefs your treafury be open to re- 
ceive it. 

Vbu require from usfa(fts, to prove the general 
jTcarpity of currency. Right forry are we, that 
bur fituatipn enables us to produce fuch incontro- 
vertible evidence. Inftead of the leventy or eighty 
lacksi which you fuppofe to be annually invefted 
by the private trader, we give you the moft pofi- 
tive alTurances, that there has not been even twenty 
lacks advanced for inveftment in this year, mere- 
ly for want of filverj and further, we muft add^ 
the prelSng reprefentations which are ma^e from, 
almoft every aurung, that the manufacturer is un^- 
employed, and that, unlefs advances a^e made, 
neceffity will.oblige him to quit the loom to feck 
out another mode of obtaining a fubiiftance ; and- 
fuch is the great ftagnatlon of trade, and the ge- 
herai decay of credit, that the moft opulent amongft* 
the native merchants or inhabitants of this prefi- 
denqy, from the great fcarcity of filver, find fo 
. much difficulty in recovering money they had for- 
merly lent, that they prefer locking up their for- 
tunes in. their treafury cherts, to lending it at inte- 
reft, even to the moft refpeilable charafter amongft 
your fervants. \ 

And whilft we .are treating bn this fobjeeft, we' 
ought not to pafs over in lilence the very reduced 
ftate of your treafury for fifteen months paft. At 
no time, have wc had twenty lacks of rupees in ad- 
vance for the fpacc of a month. On the contrary, 
demands have been continually made upon us, be- 
fore we were in a condition to anfwcr them^ as fully 
ajJpearsby a reference to the treafury accounts 
^ down 
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down to this very day ; nay, fo much have we been 
diftrelied for money, that more than once we have 
been conliderably in arrears to the army, and 
h^ve been under the neceliity of borrowing money 
oh bond for defraying our current expences,. You 
yourfelves are of opinion, that it is prudent always 
to preferve a certain fum in our treafury againft 
contingencies. We concur fully in that opinion, 
and we think that' it would be, impolitic to attempt 
to realize in England the balance of the revenues, 
before we have formed in Bengal a fufficient fynd 
to anfwer every fudden or unexpefted exigency 
of the 5ate 5 for no power in Indoftan depends up- 
on colle^ions in time of war to defray military 
expences ; and of all the powers in the eaft, we 
ought to be the laft to adopt luch a ^ftem, be- 
caufe, as our chief ftrength confifts in inrantry, and' 
thofe of our enemy's in cavalry, our provinces are 
thereby more expofed to incurlions and depreda- 
tions, which will aWays affeft your collections. In 
fhort, without a fufficient fund of money being 
eftablilhed, your military force is deficient of its 
chief fupport j fince in Ibme future time we may 
be fuperior in the field, and yet from this caule 
we may be reduced to very difagreeable extremi- 
ties j ^nd w-^think, the late diftrefsful fituation of- 
your aliairs on the coaft of Coromandel, is a very 
flrlking illuftration of this opinion. 

As your fervants, we have paid an implicit obe- 
dience to your pofitive injunflions on the fubjeft of 
remittances j but when thofe apprehenfions. which 
we formerly exprefled of a declining currency, can 
no longer be treated as fpeculative, fince we ntjjjr 
Ael in a great degree thofe evils we long fince ap- 
prehended 
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prehetided 5 when we refleft, that fo long as this 
j^fiem^cofttimiefs, every year, Mead of a 
by importation, adds . to the general calamity > 
when we refleft that our natural enemies the French 
ai^ gr^pi% sit every remittance, and thereby pro- 
fiting from our impoFitie mealutes; and when we 
know* that bills of exchange to the enorittoiis amotinf 
of between five and fix hundred thtdifand pounds 
freritog, are to be granted! by foreign companteS 
to our countrymen m the echarfe of this yeir, ‘Wd 
cannot but exprefs our appmhcnfion of the coAft- 
quence of your prohibition 5 arid we m^te hQ;ilOubt! 
but tftefo our reprefentations wHl be tsWir ittW 
your moft ferious confideratiori'. / 

Genferal Smith hath reprefented to US, iri a letter’ 
entered iti our confulation of the'twenty-fifrfr iriff. 
ihaf not having yet remitted any part of his- for-; 
tune through the cafli of a foreign nation, He cfe- 
fimd to make a tender of three lades of rupees tb 
be remitted through- ydur calH, at thh* rate" of two 
fliillings and’ three-pence the* current rupee ;* a^ 
to* be paid in England at three ftated periods, 
lowing a year between each period, arid four per 
cent intereft. 

Your orders, regarding remittance are* fo pe- 
remptory; that we were indifpcnfebly^Jliidtf 
decline the offer. The general, but orapointOi^ 
delicacy, declined giving any opinion upon a 
pofal that Hr himfelf had made ; but at tht^ latrie 
time confidcring it his duty, as a member of th^ad- 
minifiration, to give his opinion on the' fubject of 
remittance in general, hath entered a minute iri 
thj^confultation of that day. 
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j^tradb of a general lettei; from Bengal, 2518 
January, l^^o. 

It appeared evident to us from your fenti- 
pients in your letter of the 17th of March laft, that 
you are deiirous of receiving as large an inveftment 
from hence, as we can poflibly provide, and that 
by any means that will not diftrefs you at homej 
Our profpeAs of the prefent year's inveftment, fair 
as they were, would not admit us to hope we (hould 
have it in our power, to fulfil your wilhes in this 
jj^oinV* ^We therefore conceive it would be a m«a- 
tore you^would approve, were we to purchafe from 
private merchants fuch goods as will anfwer for the 
Europe markets by intereft notes. Added to this 
confideratton, we had a further motive, which was,- 
that as we had then planned thefeheme of opening 
your treafury, and granting bills upon England, 
thefe purchafes would affift you to anfwer the drafts 
we might make. We therefore came to the refo- 
fution of purchafing goods by thefe means, and 
have bought up a quantity, to the amount of cur- 
rent rupees 5,30,597. 2. 3. 

As the ftatc of your treafure has forfome time 
paft bcen.Y'it'y'^pw, we have paid the amount of 
tlie cbiifimimon on the revenues in bond^, that we 
might not diftrefs you by paying it in money. 

Hence, gentlemen, you will obferve, that, not- 
withftanding all our endeavours, our receipts even 
in time of tranquility will hardly keep peace with 
our dilburfements. And as appearances daily con- 
firm us more and more of the neccflity of a fund 
for emergencies, we flatter ourfelvcs that you >^ll 
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join with us in opinion, that not only policy rcr» 
quWes, but prudence will warrant, the application 
of this confiderable fum to our own Aeceffuies, ra- 
ther than thofe of the French.** 

Extraft of a general letter from Fort William, da- 
ted 28th June, 1770. 

Few alterations have happened during this 
(hort interval. The famine has continued to 
rage with all its fatal confequences *, and not- 
withftanding all our efforts to adminifterrelief, 
by public contributions to the pooL/rert^- 
fion of the colleftions, and importation worn tw 
neighbouring provinces, we have beheld the cala- 
mity daily increaling. Your revenues muft fuffer 
from it both now and in future, but no endeavours- 
fhall be omitted on our parts to render this evil as 
light and as temporary as poffible. •* 

Extradt of a general letter to Fort Sr. George, 
dated II rh November, 1768. 

The like reafons ftill fubfifting as we gave 
you in our advices, dated the nth March lad, for 
limiting the drafts to be made oa.usSomJFojt^St^ 
George, you are therefore hereby ordcreornot to 
exceed the faid fum of 30,000!, in thofe you make 
on us, by the fhips you may difpatch home in the 
feafon of 1769, and they muft be at the like rate 
of 7s. 4d. for each current pagoda. 

' But we do not mean by the above limitation to 
include the fum of 5000I. .which v/c allow the 

«om- 
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fpnjTOjv} W ^4 ofiicws pf each o£ Our (Wpa of 
fe^fpn^ to. pay ii^o.our caiHoa the teimeafQfefakl, 
at fuch fettleipents whaieto they are cocfianed, 
that is to fay, thofe who are configced to Coaft and 
Bay may pay in, at either or both of thefe prefix 
depcies, a fum nqt exceeding 5000!. for each ihip, 
and thofe ordered* to Bombay are to be confined to 
the fame fum at that prefidency, unlefs our fer- 
viiie may require their difpatch from any other, 
apd then any part of their unpaid quota may be 
received there; and as the commanders, and offi- 
cers of none of out fhips are to be allowed more 
tha*; 50^001, on this account in the whole voyage, 
tb fevei'al prefideneies muft take the neceffary care 
in that reVpeil, by duly advifingoach other of the 
fums received from thofe commanders and officers. 

And in regard to thofe who call at Madrafs, in 
their way to China) they are to be reftrained to 
the latter place for paying in theirs* As to the 
proportions which the officers are to bear with their 
coUMwanders in the faid.fuijn* they are to be fettled 
according to the rates naentioned in the printed in- 
dulgence, with refpeft to their adventures out- 
w;ard; fuph commanders and officers, therefore, 
as may apply to you on this occafion, muil have 
certificates j^nted them ia the ufual manner, and 
TlpoiF^Cii,'* 5 as ordered in our letter of the 21ft No- 
veiTvber, 1766. 

As lord Clive is defirous of his attcpnles paying 
in at your prefidency fuch fum as they may want 
for bills on us m par); of his jaghire, you muft^ 
therefore, on their application, receive the fame 
accordingly, exclusive of the above^ 30,000!. as 
likewlfe fuch money as may be paid in accounpof 
# lord 
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lord* Plgot, as mentioned in the forty-third para? 
graph. 

Extra6t of general Letter to Fort St. George, 30th 
June, 1769. 

. “ We have ferioufly reconfidered our former 
direftions upon the fubjeft of bills of exchange, 
and have given due attention to what you have let 
forth in your feveral letters, to Ihew the inconve- 
niencies refulting from the prefent reftri^lions : that 
the French and Dutch will be llipplied wkWite- 
Jifh money, by thole who want to remit t;p Euro^, 
is a natural confequence ; and they will, Tn Bengal, 
infill upon being paid in filver, Icding filvcr is the 
only legal tender that is, or can be in' that country; 
and further, that they will export from thence as 
much as they think fit, notwithftanding any orders 
to the contrary, is to be expeded. 

Such being the evident inconveniencies of oyr 
refulal to receive money into our calh for bills to 
be drawn upon England, it will be faid the reme- 
dy is in our own hands. If we open our treafury, 
the French and Dutch will no longer be fupplied ; 
they will be under the neceffity of i^eporting bul- 
lion for their expences and invcftmeJtSpBWCNre 
iball have it in our power to export to China as 
much as we think, the circumllancesof the country 
will .bear. 

We fincerely wilh that things could be brought 
tothis ftate ; but the fingle and unfur mountable 
obje(&ion is, that if bills are drawn to an unlimited 
•amount, we may be put to the utmoft dlftrefs and 
i difficulty to make good the payments in England 5 
VoL. IV. ^ L for 



r%jf 3 • 

for this rcafon we have been uftder a.neceffify Jb t 6 
nnodel all our orders upon thisfubjeft, as to confine 
the drafts to fome degree of proportion with^ our 
inveftments, 

And-this rule we muft not how lofe fight of, al- 
though our intention is to extend the power of tak-^ 
ing up money as far as it can pollibiy be carried 
with any degree of prudence. 

Accordingly, having conlidered the matter ful- 
ly and maturely, and having granted a further ex^ 
tention of remittances to our fervants at Bengal, on 
acco>^nt of their increafe of inveftment this year^ 
are\dlling to encourage you to do the fame j 
afid ther^Tore we do hereby revoke our former or- 
ders upon the fubjeit of remittances, and in lieu 
thereof, we permit and empo\ver you to draw upon 
us this ieafon for 50,000!, and beyond that fum^ 
for the whole amount of the fupplies in fpecie, 
which you may be able to fend to China, to any 
exientj depending on your zeal and aflidulty in 
extending your inyeftments, in fuch a manner as 
may enable us to perform our engagements, and 
to continue to you the fame indulgence in future 
feafons. 

' Befides th^bove fum of 50,000!.' you may grant 
the captains and officers of each 
hbrnerord^und Ihip, as far as 5.000I. each Ihip, 
binder the exprefs conditions mentioned ih the 35th 
paragraph of our general letter ot the nth Novem- 
ber laft ; but you are, notwHhfianding our order 
of the faid 1 ith November laft, paragraph 56, net 
to include lord Clive's jaghire in the faid 5a,oook 
it being our intention that any payment on that 
count fliould be made in Bengal only. 
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“ tte fum 6f firft to be drawn as above- 

is to be divided and applied among the 
ebn^jpany’s fervants^ civil and intlitary, in fuch man- 
ner as may appear reafonable to you upon an im« 
partial amfideradbn of their fevcral fituattons and 
citcumfliahces ; and we iball depend upon your 
making this difpofition in inch an equitable man* 
tier, as may kave nojuibcaufe of complaint, 

^ Thc” China remittances are to bfe open to fre4f- 
merchants, or any other perfons refiding under our 
^proteftiori, as well as to the company’s fermts, 
and likewife to whatever fums lhaU be 
on account of the eftates of deceafed perms. ^ 

The bills for the fum of 50,000!. firft above- 
Ihentioned, are to be drawn at the rate of 8s* per 
current pagoda, and at 365 days fight i and the 
' bills for fuch further fums as (hall be lent to China, 
are to be drawn at the rate of 8s. 5^ per current 
pagoda, payable three years after fight ; this lati- 
tude being necefiary for enabling the company to 
bring the amount of the Tales of their cargoes into 
Circul^ition at the time the bills will become due. 

Ybu will obferve that we have increafed the rate 
of exchange, in proportion to the lime allowed for 
payment ; and this we mean to beN^Jlieuof^he 
jntereft formerly paid, for the exceediAgTimTa^r 
the ninety days ; accordingly you are to give the 
bill-holders to underftand that they will not be in- 
titled to any ihrereft upon bills that will be drawft 
jjD coiifeijqence of thefe orders.’’ 


fxtrad 
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4igcneral letter to Bombay, dated i rth 
.V November 1768. ' 

, " The like rcafons ftill fubfifting as we gave you 

in pur advices dated i8th March laft, for limiting 
. the draft^tO'be made on us from Bombay, you are 
therpfor,e hereby ordered not to exceed the faid 
fum of 20,oool. in thofe you make on us by the 
fliips to be difpatched home in the feafon of 1769, 
nandthey muft be at the rate of 28. 2d. fbr earh 
rupee. 

f But do hot mean by the above limitation to 
. toirtclude the fum of 5,000!. which we allow the 
commander and ofEcers of eath of bur (hips of this 
feafon, to pay into our ca(h on the terms aforefaid, 
at fuch fettlements whereto they are configned 5 that 
is to fay, thofe configned to your prelidency are 
to be confined to pay in at the feveral fettlements 
on your coaft, a fum not exceeding 5000!*. for each 
fliip, and thofe configned to the coaft and bay are 
to pay the like fum at either or both thofe prefideU' 
cics, unlefs our fervice may require their difpatch 
from any other ; and then any part of their unpaid 
quota may^ received there. And as the com- 
yifkaBSitmd officers of none of our (hips arc to be 
allowed more than 5000I. on this account in the 
whole voyage, the feveral prefidcncies muft take 
the necefihry care in that refpeft, by duly advlfittg 
each other of the fums received from thofe com- 
manders and officers. And in regard to thofe who 
call at Madrafs in their way to China, they are to 
. be r^rained to the latter place for paying in thfirs. 
to the proprtions which the officers are to bear* 
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with their cbmmaoders in the faid fam, they are 
JO be fettled according to the rates mentioned in..' 
ihe printed indulgence with refped to thtir, adven- 
tures outward ; fuch commanders and officers 
therefore as may apply to you on this occafion, 
muft have certificates granted them in the ufual 
manner, upon their making oath as ordered in our 
letter of the 21ft November 1766. 

If the attornies of lord Clive (hould apply to you 
to, pay in any part of h^s lordfhipV jaghire for bills 
of exchange on us, you are hereby dircfted to re- 
ceive the fame, which is to be exclufive 
^re-mentioned 20, oool. which you are ^rmiH^o^ 
to draw:^uport us by the Ihips to be Jifpatchld 
from your fide of India.** 

Extraft of a general letter to Bombay, dated 30th 
June 1769. 

“ We have ferloufly re-confidered our former 
direftions, upon the fubjed of bills of exchange, 
and have given due attention to inconveniencies 
refulting from the prefent reftrldlons : that the 
French and Dutch will be fupplied with Englilh 
money, by thofc who want to remijjo Europe, is 
a natural confequence ; and that 
gal infift upon being paid in filver, feeing that fil* 
ver is the only legal tender that is or can be in that 
country ; and further, that they will export from 
thence as much as they think fit, notwithftanding 
gny orders to the contrary, is to be expeded. 

* Sudi being the evident inconveniencies of our 
rtfufal to receive money into our caih, for bills to 
drawn upon England, it will be faid, the re- 
medy 
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inedjr is in our own hands j if w© \vill open bur 
trealury, the French and Dutch will no longer be 
lupplied, they will be under the neceflity of im- 
porting bullion for their expences'and inveftment | 
and we fhall have it in our power to export to 
China, as much* as we think the circumftances of 
the country will bear. 

We jinqerely wilb things coulJ^ be brought to 
this ftate j but the fingle and onfurmountable ob- 
jeftion is, that if bills are drawn to an unlimited 
amount, we may be put to the utmoft diftrefs and 
diffippkv to mate good the payments in England ; 
Ifc^his Wfon, we have been under a neceliity-fo 
tdlnodel Cur orders upon this fubjeil-, as to confine 
the drafts to fome degree of proportion with ouf 
inveftments. 

And this rule we muft not now lofe fight of,. alt 
though our intention, is to extend the power of tak- 
ing up money, as far as it can poflibly be carried 
with any degree of prudence. 

Accordingly having confidered the matter fully 
and matureljr, and having granted a further exten-r 
fioh of remittances to our fervants at Bengal^ on 
acqount of their increafe of inveftments this year, 
we are willing^to encourage you to do the fame ; 

here.by revoke our former or- 
derS|. vponnie fybjeft of remittances ; aud'in lieu 
thereof, we permit and empower you to draw upon 
us this feafon for 5<?,oool and beyond that fum, 
for the whole anptount of the fuppliea in fpecie, 
which you may be able to fend to China, to any 
extent, depending on your 2eal and afliduity in 
extending your inveftments in fuch a mannef as* 
may enable us to perform our engagements, and 

tQ 
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to contjnue to you the fame indulgence in future 
feafons. 

Befides the above fum of 50,000!. you may 
grant certificates to the captains and oflRcers of 
each homeward bound Ihip as far as 5000I, each 
Ihip, under the exprefs conditions mentioned in 
our general letter of the nth November laft j but 
you are, notwithftanding our orders of the faid 
nth November, not to include lord Clivers 
jaghire in the faid 50,000!. it being our intention 
that any payment on that account Ihould be made 
in Bengal only. 

The fura of 50,000!. firft to be drawn ay^bovl^ 
mentioned, is to be divided and appliea among 
the company's fervants, civil and military, in fiich 
manner as may appear reafonable to you, upon an 
impartial confideration of their feveral fituations 
and circumftances 5 and we fliall depend upon your 
making this difpofition in fuch an equitable man- 
ner, as may leave no juft caufe of complaint. 

The China remittances are to be open to frcf 
merchants, or any other perfons refiding under 
our proteftion, as well as to the company’s fer- 
VantSj and likewife to whatever fums (hall be of^ 
fered upon account of the eftates of d|ceafed per- 
fons. 

•The bills for the fum of 50,000!. mft ibove- 
mentioned, are to be drawn at the rate of 2s. 5d. 
per Bombay rupee, and at 365 days fight ; and 
the bills for fuch . further fums as (hall be fent to 
China are to be drawn at the rate of 2s. 6d. -I- per 
Bombay rupee, payable thre^ years after fight i 
this latitude being neceflary for enabling the com- 
. pany to bring the amount of the falcs of their car- 
goes 
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gp|2,s into nlatioil at We tlihe ^ thi 
^omc.ciuc. , ' ' V! ' '*'* '■'* 

will obrerye/ that we ‘ IhatP inctesffeS 'Uie 
,ex(;jhange in projpprtibn to the time allowed 
TOi’ payment 5 and this 'we mean tobe iti lieu bfr|ie 
^'tereft forpi^Ifty paid for the exceedihg tiitie after 
tTii.iiinety days'; accordingly you' are t6 give the 
pill-holclers to unde'rftarid, they wiirnotbe ehtitted 
to any intereft upon the bills that will be dtawn 
id consequence of thefe orders.** 

fi)S{SSi;of the Eall-India Company’s Advice, re- 
c ceiv^ from their Prelidcnt' and Council of 
Bombay 

General Letter, 2.6th February, 1770. 

From the whole tenor of your advices for a 
confiJerable time paft, your honours will have per- 
ceived the great diftrefs we have laboured under 
for money to provide the^ necefiary inveftments, 

' defray our expences, and fupply our other una- 
voidable wants i the only refource wc have had for 
this purpofc, has been drawing on your fervants in 
Bengal .fp^ ch fums as we have been able to pro- 
<;ur?WPoSr bills on them ; but thefe have at laft 
failed us ; for notwithftanding your fervants have 
^fliured us, they will honour ouir drafts to any i- 
n^ount^ and defired us to draw, even at a higher 
rate of exchange than might be given by "private 
merchants^ we cannot proburtf ' any' mbnejr*hfere 
for bills oh Bengal, and, jfbur ‘fervants at ^^Stifait 
write us inanWer to our orders to that efledlj 'tliat 
they had little profpeft of procuring any cordide-^ 

rable 
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rable futn there, not having been able to com- 
plete the five lacks wc have fince empowered' them 
10 draw for, notwithftanding the permiflion given 
them .to raifc the exchange as above let forth. On 
the zd ihHanr, an eftimate of ca(h wanted until the 
'^ndof Odlobcrnext, no part of which could be 
dlfpenfed with, was laid before us ; when it ap- 
peared we fliould at leaft require, until that time, the 
fum of rupees 12,25,937. 2. 33, of which fo large 
a part as rupees 8,49,232. 2* 21 is wanted before 
the end of May ; on confideringof which, toge- 
ther with the impoffibility, as above fet forth, of 
our availing ourfclves of the only expedienu»^\ W (: 
jfor fpme time paft had to raifc money, we de«r- 
mined, as the foie means left for procuing fuen a 
foro, to forthwith grant bills on your honours, at 
the rate of 2s. 5d. to your fervants, and 2s. 3d. to 
all others ; and iflu'e public notice, that we would 
grant bills at this rate, to the amount of four lacks 
of rupees, per Fox, and receive fuch further fums 
as might be tendered, to run at intereft until the 
departure of the firfl: (hip of next feafon, when 
bills would be granted for the fame at the above 
rate, the whole at 90 days fight, payable in twelve 
months, carrying an interett of three per cent, per 
annum, after the expiratien of the faid ninety days: 
we were the more readily induced to adojjl this 
meafure, from reports we had received, that the 
Lapwing brings orders from your honours, to give 
bilk upon you.j befides which, private letters from 
Madrafs,' which may be depended on, mention, 
rfiat your iervknts at Calcutta had opened their 
J!;rc,^fury to receive money, to bear an intereft of 
per cent, per annum until Decembelr hext, 
> :VoL. IV. 3 M when 
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viben; .fchey engage tor giyipvbiljs on ypu % wbfe-' 
vcr fums may be fo paid ioj- at ihc wio pf .two ftilv 
lings the current rupee to you; fcrvants, ah^ two 
Ihillings and two, pence halfpcpny j^o aJl others ; 
but even this would not have prompted us to draw 
immediately, or until the prders^pe; L,apwjng arri- 
-Sfcd, had we not been in adbual want pf thce^ lacks 
of rupees la fend to Tellicherry and Anj^ago 
(without which your inveftments there yrouid pe 
at an entire ftand) and many drafts on, the tre^fury 
for our monthly expences unpaid, as appear;?,^/ 
thereport of our treafury, entered on our confulta- 
"^ns U^derthe above date j abput rupees one. .hun- 
dred fifj thoufand per month, being required for 
this laft ; and our balance then in the trcafiiry 
being only rupees 38,887, 3 ; upon the whole, 
therefore, we flatter ourfelves your honours jvill 
approve our conduft upon this occafion, and 
afl'ured, nothing but the exigencies of your affairs 
would have induced Us to exceed the amount you 
have been pleafed to order us to draw for in one fea- 
fon, or the rate of exchange preferibed by you ; 
but it was utterly out of our power to borrow, or 
by any other means to procure money ; and even 
■ this method, fo great is the fcarcity of fpccie, has 
pocket been attended with the wifhed-for fuccefs, 
onl^s. 1,89,670. 2, 80,. having been to this day 
paid in for bills by the Fox, lo this day. The 
terras on which we have agreed to draw, your ho- 
nours will bfe pleafod to obfetv©<;>arie upwards of 
three per cent, more favourable tq ygur ^honours 
than thofe granted at 6enga) ; but,; as we .^a|U:ered 
onrfelves we Ihould procure fufficj.ent, a!t r^e, 
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to ©team i(,.oji tlif.inDft ad» 

to otw ' '. .!. 

'^■''■'' ^nwal 'Letter* a6tb April 1770. ' ; ' 

We in our addrefs of the 2 ^th of Fcbru- 
by the way of Grand Cairo and BuflTora^ and 
#yhich a tranfcript is in the packet, been fe 
v'cfy fbli and particular, as to our rcfolution of 
c(^k<ying upon your honours by this ftiip, and our 
irtptives for it, that we deem it unnecefTary to re- 
peat the fame here, and (haU therefore only now 
adVife the particular bills we have drawn in* corSfe^ 
^etice ; and acquaint your honours, tha/wefh^, 
in future, conform to your commands of the 30 tli 
Of June laft, on this fubjeft; and in the mean 
^me have iOued public notice of the terms on 
which you a^ow us to draw ; and (hall receive 
^Ottey, to bear an intereft until the bills arc grant- 
ed, whicli our urgent neceffitics oblige us to. The 
bills we have now drawn are as follows ; to which 
we requeft you will Ihew due honour,” 

I^inefets drawn at the rate of two fhiUIngs and 
. ^firec-pence, amounting to L fterling 

r . . 7939 H 6 

PJieven ditto, at two diilllngs and > 

. five-pence, amounting to ' 4 ”54 7 5 


Tfi^r attornies tO colonel He<So^ Munro having 
aSdffefied us a letter, fetting forth, that they had a 
co^hfidefable fum of money of his to remit horhe, 
the fatiie might be received at covci- 
'.ftant fervants rate of exchange, which they were 

weu 
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iWl afiured your fervaiits at had .pfonrfftd 

the colonel, who had acquired this money id. your 
fervice } we concurred with them, that the colonel 
feemed entitled to Ibme indulgence but, that 
your, honours might have it in your power to in- 
dulge him or not, we determined- only to grSnt 
<5eftificates for the fame ; which we have dope ac- 
cordingly for fuch part of his money as has been 
ifeceived ; and lhall, by the next fhip, grant afn- 
dther fet. for the remainder, on its being fwOm 
to be the colonel’s property. Wd have alfo granted 
Certificates to the commanders and officers of 
fliips agreeable to your orders ; and the fol- 
lowing is'^a lift of all wc have granted by this lliip : 


Seven fets certificates, amounting to • 

' rupees, - ■* 99»577*“94 

■ We were in hopes, by the departure of this Ihip, 
to have procured money fufficient to have com- 
pleated the fums wanted for Tellichery and An- 
jengo, according to the cftimatcs we have receiv- 
ed, being two lacks (200,000) for the former, 
hnd fifty thoufand (50,000) for the latter 5 but -it 
“WSs with the utmoft Concern we found, on exa- 
iffiining the ftate of our treafury in confultation, 
yeftfrday, the whole amount therein, in rupees, 
igoldj and fanams, was no more ' than rupees 
11-5,044. 2, exclufive of which, we have, for pur 
current expences, oufflanding- bills from Surat to 
the amount of rupees- feventy-eight thoufand nine 
hundred and thirty-fix and three quartets (7 8 ,93 6i'3 j) 
This being our fituation, we cannot polfibly fpafe 
IPPW than (100,000) for the Coaft fet- . 

tlcnicntisi 
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tjcrnents, by this (hip, aQd*parl o{tliiQtt^ihilfe^ 
CAjrreat money of this place, . neither ney/ 
rupees, or gold, being. at prefent procurabfe in 
town.. , Thus ciroufnftancecl; we are at a lot's to 
fall. upon an expedient to obviate the dulrclswe 
jvre likely to be in on this account; tor thpuglvin 
confoquenceof our haYii>gfent.three. Iacks<goQ,OQ>o) 
nopees in treafure.upon the lord Camden tp China* 
we might have, availed ourfelves by this opportu-, 
ility.of .the latitude: you give us in yopr- commands 
ofithe ,30th June lait to draw fox all. fLiVii fums as 
we may fend to China* ' at the rate of two (hilliitg^ 
and lix-^pence halfpenny (as. 6/d.) .per rupee, ^ 
and three years fight ; . yet it is with cpncerUj we; 
are to advife, not a rupee has been offered on thefo 
terms, nor do we think there is the leaft probable 
lity that any ever will, lb what amount .WQ may 
receive before the rains, for goods fold, we cannot 
pollibly afcertain, but fear, as the feafon is now 
far advanced, no great fum can be expefted; and 
axe therefore very apprehenfiv.e we JhaJl have no 
other refource for fupplying our prefling occafions 
, fore money, than deviating from your la.ft orders re- 
fpeiting drafts to be given on you ;• butthis we (hall 
not do but with the greateft reludanpe, and unlefs 
there £bould be aaabfidute and.unayoidable. neoef- 
fity, to affift the Coaft fcttlements ; • and 
m^fure to, make up for the deficiency in the re- 
mittance we ought now to make them, we,,by, this 
conveyance, give t^e chief jand fa^ioxs. of Telli- 
cheri^, permilEon to draw on. your • honours^ < on the 
damn, terms as wfi .hafVedrawn on your honours ; on 
term^as . we have drawn, to give* bills on 
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"'!?fi^f¥ooriioooufs were ^dvifecl, in opf addi^fc.p^p 
Foxi of the great diftfffi were in for ^apiicy, 
tad the nece&ty we (houid probably be un^r of 
devjatmg: from your orders refpeding tbevraxe of 
extihange you bad fixed upon bills to be. drawn, on 
you : it is with the utmoft concern we are now to 
that our apprebeafions havepiroved 
to be too ^ell founded ; for on the 1 9th ultimo 
Our treafury was reduced to rupees i6i« i*}!* and 
tutftanding drafts unpaid to the amount ot rupees 
d2>Z43*'i. 6a ; and as, notwithAanding.our refo-> 
kition crf the 17th April, for receiving money for 
bills on the terms preferibed by your honours, in 
your cowmandsof the 30th of June 1769, and tp 
hear an intereft until the bills were granted, not a 
Tup^e had been received into the treafury, wo fou^d 
ourfelves under the difagreeable necefSty of adhe* 
ring to ouf former terms of twu Ihillinas andj^^fiye 
pence 10 company’s fervants, and two milijfo^ ar^ 
three pence to all others,^ 6tc. as grahted oayopr 
honours .pel; fhip Fox ; but being in imjpediate 
xesurmf money, we^ in hopes of pro(?uring.a fppe- 
dy fupply, agreed ,to give ^ two ^ihifliogs and four 
pence to private perfons> jfor alhfiaps. p ^Itb- 
in a montlvfroitt thapday.i iiptwuhlhnding wfc^^^^ 
we have not received papre thin rup.?^ 

^4;?' We ha<^, however, fince;KQeived,faMjro^ 

Sriwfv for. ro^ei z:, 33 * 75 ®^ 

jrfyof four lacks remitted by your fervants at Ben^ ^ 
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g»l, by bills upon that place* which has ferved 
I# dur-pfeii-nt wants j buc ai^'bUr ejtigencks 'wUl 
require a further confidcrablff 'fom, we (halt cqft* 
tinue drawing on them, and have defired them to 
remit as opportunities offer i by which means we 
hope we may not have occafiOn to draw fo much 
bpbff youf hanours, which you may reft alTuted 
pUftiftg Iwt unavoidable neceffily Will induce ju to 
db.' thOT^' the providing out inveftments* and 
ifte large drafts' we may now Ibortly expedt from 
fdocHi, wtfl,- we fear, require a larger fum. than 
ye'lhall be ^ble to raife by. bills on Bengal, and we 
hiWat prefent no other tefource.’* • 

* General Letters 3 December, 1770. 

** The feveral minutes on our diary now tranf- 
mitted', on the (ubjeft of money, will fully Ihcw 
toyOur honours the great diftrefs we have at times 
been in On this account. Notwithftanding we 
haW been fupplied from Bengal, fince the Fox’s 
departure,' with no lefs a fum than rupees 
7,60,509. x. 8o, by drafts from thence and Surat, 
arid remittances from your lervants, we on the Jpth 
Jiine were reduced to a balance of rupees 1 6 1 . t . Ji., 
ifefides drafts unpaid to the amount of rupees 
611,243. I. 64; and as, noWithflanding our re- 
folutionof the 17th April, for receiving^ nliwey 
bills Upon the terms preferibed by your hO- 
iic^ts. ih’^Ur commands of the 30th June, I'joo, 
'htid’jdbear-ah intereft unri! the bills were granted, 
ntfiibfrey “had till that rime been tendered to us, 
'H ib^hi-ed therefore to us indifpenfably neceffary 
j^iemete' iijiouf ibrmerterms of 2s; 5d. to your ho- 
-r.'jfF'w ‘ ■ . ' nouri. 
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’ Bpufs fervdntsi ant! 2s. 3d* to all othprej’na^ 
more, th^tt's^we lliould grant the latter as. 4 t 3 » fcr 
all niomc^^id in within a month, in hdp'e? of JpijO- 
curing a fijjp^ly of dalh for our immediafe wafib, 

■ which we ’had ho profpea of doing bur by this 
means; -ti-e thesrcfofe iliued public notice ac^nd- 
ingly; noiwithftamling which, ^ little, or’ nd'mbhey 
was paid iii ; and on the 7th beptembef, a calcu- 
late of cafli wanted till the end of May was laid 

■ before us, whereby it appeared, we Ihould re^irh 
upwards of one million five hundred thoularid 
(1,50^,000) rupees by that time, three of which 
v rf had wrote for to be fent in fpecic from Bengal i 
and by a letter then before us from Surat, we had 
reafonto eipetft two lacks (aoo.ooo) from thence ; 
but as this fell fo very Ihort of the above fum, we 
determined, as the moft certain means which oc- 
curred to us- for relieving our wants, to write tp the 
prefident and council of Fort William, to remit us, 
excluiive of what they might fend in fpecie,, fix 
lacks by bills of exchange, and to draw uppn 
your honours for what further fums we might w'ant; 
but as we could not expedf to receive any inonejr 
from Bengal fooner than March, before which it 
appeared evident from the eftimate, we fhould 
want near twelve (i 1) lacks of rupees, we found 
ourfclves under the difagreeable neceffity of con- 
tinuing the exchange to private perfbns at as. 4d, 
but on re-conlidering the affair, and having hopes 
of a fupply for our immediate wants, by other 
means, we deferred carrying into execution th,at 
refolution until the 28th; when it appe^ing tpus 
unavoidable,, and it being confidered, that your 
hbnoura loft fix and a half (6fi ppr cent, by the^.jt- 

chango. 
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fliv B»ga!, wfele the lofs arlling frorin't)ie 
iflCjnp^rf.^i PnB penny Vo rupee, was hot'rtii)^ 
pjer cent, we determined tp dontinuc the 
'i^^cWnge.at ti'at tate*, but in order to deter pri- 
perfans , from withholding their money, in 
pf, wr peceffities obligin|f us fiill to increafe 
it, i we, exprefly declare, thatuu no confiderati'oh 
wla'teyerTt jWould be raifed further ; and by the 
1 biUs^rawn by thefe fliips, inferted in this 
l^^r, lyopr honours will perceive the futn paid in 
tit dis rate.,, 

the 'tbth of Oftobef, by a letter 
Itbin your fcrvants at Surat, that we had little rea- 
fOT to exp^ any conliderablc fupply from thence^ 
for bills on Bengal, even at a half per cent, more 
dlfadv^niageous to your honours than what nttn- 
iiphed'’in the preceding paragraph, txclufive of a 
rprtj»er )ofs in the remitting the fame here, the 
p^lident offered toourconfideration fome obfervai 
tVpnS whith had occurred to him on the fubjed, and 
are pntered at length on our proceedings 
that day; and an attefted copy thereof, and of the 
iSunutie made thereon, tranfmitted in the packet, 
in which he fets forth the necefftty of railing 
Exchange, as the means moft beneficial to 
ypW intereft, and the only remedy of enabling* 
ulf io procure a fufficient fum for our exigencies !^, 
iiifl proved, tKarbv drawing on your honours at 
isl;j.:agcl ^'s. ed. 'innead of gi'-ing bills on Fen- 
trail at the' exchange which your fervants at Surat 
have lately done, your honours would five to per 
ii'tfe 'fiflV, and even S-iat the laft, cxcl'u^ 
live 'b/wjut^' ybiir honours complain, of a lofs 
pit CDt. 

•'■VStlV. jN “'•< 
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bltbf -and ^iied us to avoid fuch bfs b fiutarau 
He. Itkewife^ remarked the relufiance you^Kprefs 
in your commands of the 30th of June io 
our drawing on you for more than or- sit 

<nioft, the additional fum the Camden might have 
carried to China in fpecie, which wasthree lacks 
of rupees, folely from a difficulty you ajpprehcnd- 
*ed might arife to you, in the payment of drafts to 
.an unlimited amount, though convinced, as you 
are pleafed to add, of that being moft confifont 
with your real intereft. Your orders in refped to 
•the rate of exchange we had before been obliged 
■*'-^to deviate from ; the other difference novv inquef- 
tion amounted to about five lacks ; and a$ we ihall 
dilpitch, during this year, notlefs than five (hips, 
cxclufive of that from Mocha, whofe cargo amounts 
to rupees 2,79,790. 2. 30, each of whofe invoices, 
computed from tfiofe of the three difpatched latt 
year ; viz. Deptford, Speaker and Fox, may be 
eftimated at rupees 2,32,104. 3.47> each.; mak- 
, ing together rupees 11,60,574. i. 35, and with 
the addition of the Mocha Ihip, 14,40,364. 3^ 65, 
and your honours will have one year and ninety 
days after acceptance to fatisfy them ; in which 
the produce of three ftiips cargoes more than ufu- 
iil, that will be configned your honours this feafon, 
would conliderably more than furnifti means of do- 
ing ; the prefident for all thefe reafons therefore 
concluded, that a meafure in all other refpefts lb 
evidently for your advantage, muft and would 
meet with your higheft approbation, and there- 
fore propofed it ; but, that your honours might be 
convinced he did not mean to avail himfolf of. 
your neceffities, merely for his own advantages he 
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to pay in fuch fums -as he -might want it* 
fttnttit'thc prefent rate of as. 5(1. and leave it to 
your honours to grant him the additional penny in 
the rupee, in confideration of the fcafonable fup.. 
tjly it Wuld afford to your affairs, without which 
yow (hips ‘ mutt remain in India, or return home 

without cargoes. ’ 

. The prtfident’s obfervations appeared to us in 
fo Vift, and his propofals fo difinter- 
cfted, and fo evidently for your honours intereft, 
m everymethod had been tried for raifing money 
without effea, and we were perfeftly convinced 
we could not poffibly l)y any other means fupply - 
our exigencies, that we determined to accept ir, 
and- to grant the prefident recommendatory bills 
for whatever fums he might pay in accordingly, 
which we have done for the fum of rupees 
1156,247. 4.66, paid in fince that time ; and we 
moft ftrcnuouQy to recomnrend to your h^ 
B«urs to make good the fame to him in England.at 
the rate of as. 6d. in confideration of his affording 
fueh a feafonable fupply ; and fuch fums as have 
biea paid in by covenant fervants ^ . 

been received on the fame terms, and. will ^ coi^ 
tinued, until the amount we are m wantoflhallbe 

ocato, 

LkronLns uponth, p..lm *“• 

though .f pit fciuby ^ 

S^T lSu^be LmW «ih S«> 
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gfeait idvantage . honours wiltdeiisr^ 
(from tht.intoreft arifing on the amounts $ the^* 

fore determined to carry Mr. Taylor's propofal ioi* 
io execution, by iiiuing notes to the amount of the 
debt the treafury owes the bank, being, with in- 
tereft, about eight lacks (800,000) of rupees, and 
the notes to be from forty to one thouland rupees^ 
each figned by the managers of th€ bank, and 
fealed with your feal : but the pufident afterwards 
talking on this fubjed to Mr. Robert Blachford, 
whom your honours permitted to come to India» to 
fettle the late Mr. Spencer's af&irs, and who was 
bred to the banking bufinefs, he defired to deliver 
dn fbme hints on the fubjed of the pjropofcd plan, 
which he did accordingly ; and we referred the 
fame, with Mr. Taylor's letter, to the confidera- 
tion of the committee of accounts, who reported 
their opinion to us, but we have not yet come to a 
final refolution thereon 5 this, however, we fhalj 
do in a few days, and you may reft affured, we 
fhall duly weigh every circumftance, before we 
take any meafures upon a matter of this import 
lance. 

In hopes of your fervants at Madrafs being able 
to affift us with fome money in our prefent fcarcity, 
we havefet forth to them our diftrefs,and requefted 
they will advife us if they can fupply u$ with any, 
ana.to what amount. 


We have drawn the following fets of bills of ex- 
change on your honours at ninety-eight days fight, 
and, if not then paid, to bearanintereft of three(3) 
per cent, per annum, from the expiration of the 
feid ninety days, untill the end of one year, when 
^hey are to be made good, np money having*b6eii 
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Mtd. to US, or exped^ed ,by lus, firom the totk 
filawb to the 19th June, on the terms preicrtbed 
by your honouis, per Lapwing, as will fully ap- 
y^ar by ouTXOnfultation of the latter date ; to all 
whidi we rcqueft you will fliew due honour. 

Onefet of bilUof exchange drawn 
at the rate of two Ihillings and 
|hree»p«nce per rupee,amount- 
ing to L. fterling 

TWity-eight fets of bills of ex- 
change drawn at the rate of 
two Ihillings and four-pence 
per rupee, amounting to 
-Twfcnty fets of bills of exchange 
drawn at the rate of two (hil- 
lings and five-pence per ru- 
pee, amounting to 


53 ^ 4 8 


*5.647 5 


28,801 9 5 


.. The following recommendatory letter ^mg 
drawni in confequence of our refolution of the 
afith Oaober, as fully ftated to your honoui^ yuu 
wih be ^eafed to difcharge the fame accordingly. 

I ’ 

Ten fets of bills of exchangee 
• drawn at the rate of two (hil- 
lings and five-pence, but re- 
commended to be paid at two 

3 - TO 

■We l«« likswife aBwn .h. 

eates on your honours, which you will pleafe 
difcharge. Eleven 



Sitme, eerti^te^ a^?' -■' ; '-;■ ••■■■. “'< 

j^KHintingitD ‘ 'Rupees •i-,o$,894( • 31 68 

■1 ‘ t ,i . , f , .; t 

W<$ l^ve received from ' the attorney of colonel 
HeiSor Monro, a further fum of rupees *5,913 
for which we have granted himajfet.of xertificates, 
agreeable to our refolution of the jotb April laft* 

General Letter, 26th February, 1771. 

N. B. This being received before the following 
letter of the 4th, is the reafon why it is placed 
firft. 

Notwithftanding the feveral methods we have 
tried to procure a fiifficicnt fupply -of money to 
carry on our invellments, as alfo for our current 
cxpenccs, wc 6nd ourfelves greatly diftreffed for 
money for both ; more particularly as no bills arc 
yet arrived from your fervants in Bengal ; and as 
by a report of our treafury, laid before us in con* 
fujtation, under the i8th inftant, it appeared 
there was only a balance then remaining therein of 
rupees 18. 3. 66 ; and there was then due from it, 
rupees 1,29,597. 2. 79, and at the fame time wc 
were in want of large fums to fupply the coaft fct* 
ilcmcnts, or no cargoes could be expected to be 
provided there, if not (hortly fupplied, for the 
Ihips of the enfuing feafon,a5 well as for the North* 
umberland’s ftock to Canton, and the beginning 
of another month was alfo approaching, when 
large fqinsof money would be indifpenfably want- 
ed by the feveral paymafters for the monthly difr 
burfements : wc therefore determined, as the ohJy 

, rtfourcc 
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refource, to receive money at intcreft, either here’ 
jor at Surat, to the amount of two lacks of rupees 
for the prefent ; and public notice was given of 
iur refolution. But we are forry to acquaint your 
Jwnours, that fuch is the fcarcity of fpccie, that to 
this tiipe we have only received rupees 12,725.00 
this account. 


General letters, 4th February 1771. 

** Your honours were advifed, in our addrefsof 
the 4th ultimo, of our intentions to iflTue notes 
from the bank ; but having referred the lame to 
the confideration of the committee of accounts, wc 
were of opinion, in confequence of their reporc, 
that it could not be done without a flowing treafa- 
xy, and therefore determined to defer it for the 
pfefenr. 

We Ukewife mentioned to your honours in our 
addiefs, an application to your fervants at Ma- 
dra^ to affift .us with money ; but are forry now to 
advife, that inftead of being able to afford us affift- 
ance, they are apprehenfive they fliall not have 
fufficient for their own occafions, and have wrote 
accordingly to your fervants in Bengal, in hopes 
that they may be able to affift them. We have the 
pleafure to add, thofe gentlemen acquaint us under 
the a8th November, that they fiiould endeavour to 
fiirnifli us by bills upon Surat, with the nine lacks 
we defired j but as we cannot poffibly receive more 
than two lacks and a half before the end of May, 
at fooneft, it will not by any means anlwer our 
purpofe of fecuring the neceffary inveftment ot 
pepper, fandal wood, and cardamoms, or even 
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mt current expences^ fbr elt wkSeh’ iidtslndei^eti^ 
now t6 be made 5 but the want of ^de; whkjft 
your fcrvatits in Bengal write they ctnhoii 
fupply \il with, puts this out of our ’pewef,‘ our 
treafury being now fo low that we cannot fumty 
your ^rvants at Tellichefy with U'irupee, notwwh- 
ftanding we, on the third ult. previous to the re^- 
ceipt of the above letter from Bengal, took into 
conlideration how very inadequate the fums then 
received for bills and certificates on yoiir honours 
had been found to our wants ; and that the t^rms 
on which the recommendatory bills were^ranted 
to covenant fervants, had proved fo disagreeable to 
individuals, from their very uncertain tenor, that 
we had not the leaft profped of procuring any fur- 
ther fum on thofe terms in future j and therefore 
determined to ralfe the exchange to covenant fer- 
vants from IS, jd. to 2s. 6d. per rupee, as the 
only refource we had left for procuring the money 
indifpenfibly neceffary for enabling us to edrry on 
the affairs under our management. We therefeTro 
flatter ourfelves your honours will not difapproW 
this meafure, on confidering the extreme urgency 
of the cafe, and our having tried every other pol- 
lible expedient for procuring money, as has at dif- 
ferent times been noticed to your honours 5 and we 
are now determined not to raife the exchange far- 
ther upon any pretence whatever. We have ac- 
cordingly drawn the following bills on the above 
terms, to which you will pleafe fhew due honour. 


Sixte^ 
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&kte^/et$ of. bills of exchang*. 
r^rawa.8t,J|be.ratc<>f two Ihil- 
[ aod fe-p»ncc per ruppe, 
j ,an»9«W‘»|S ftcrling 13,428 t 6 

.jii^e.have likewife drawn the following bills at 
t^O 0 ^ii>lgs and &UT-pence,. which you will pleafo 
tp-,dilcbarge< . . 

Sixteen iits of bills of exchange, 
iidpawR.at the rate of two fhil- 
;,Wg*'an4 four-pence per ru- 
l.pee,. amounting to — 7 >^S^ 9 

.The gndexmentioned two lets of bills have like- 
wlifi been granted, by this opportunity, at two 
flullipgs and five pence, which we requeft your 
honour will difeharge* 

Ty*o feta of bills of extd»n^», 
i^rawn at thfr-ratstoftwo Ihil- 
Imgl and five-pence per rupee, 
amoupting to * — ; oo 5 rj- 6 

Copy of fimdry Paragraphs of general Letters from 
|he Court of Diredors to the Governor and Conn- 
ed of Bengal, dated 234 March, r 770, relative 
to Fortifications and other public Buildings* 

We have carefully attended to the conduit of 
thofeourfervants, with whofe negligence or M- 
honefty at Burrampore, we have reafon to be dilla- 
tisfied^ And we are of opinion, that, as it was the 

kdifpenfable duty of the chief at Coflimbuzar, fo 

.VoL.IV. |0 “ 
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It it alio, in g;teat in hk ^ powity 

either to have prevented th« ooftilk^Joni’ or bnjg 
continuance at leift, of almoU ail thofe fraiuck 
Which have taken place ; tind thweby that enot- 
ipous excefs of expence, which ha^ been incurred 
at Burraiktpore, would havb been avoided. Mr* 
Sykes, who had the infpeftfcn of thf, accounts 
monthly, might; without difficulty, , have-deteitod 
almoft every impofitiori, bad hepaid proper atten- 
tion to that part of his duty wKidh related to in-* 
fpefting the laid acy:ounts; becaufe, by an imme- 
diate reference to the then current pricey all over- 
chat^es in materiak might have been iounediately 
afeeruinedj which could not, with the greateft 
application, be fo precifely or fatisfeuftorily done 
twelve months afterwards. And as to his plea of 
other bufinefs having engroffed hk time, it is* by 
no means fuch an excufe, which we can admit in, 
his juftification j he ought to have made an early 
reprefentation of that circumftance to you^^' and 
indeed, you Ihould have originally appointed aper- 
fon well qualified for fuch undertaking. to fuperin- 
tendthe works, and prevent impofiriong 5 know- 
ing as you did, that Mr. Syke's avocations in our 
fefvice, did not afford him fufficient leifure for in- 
fpefting them fo clofely as might have been done. 

Although we much approve your conduit, from 
the time the enquiry has commenced to that of'its 
being compleated, yet we can by no means per- 
fuade ourfelves, that it was altbgethef blameiefs in 
you to fuffer fo long the aiufes to be continued, 
before cffeitual enquiry was' made concerning 
them. We fay effeftual enquiry, beeaufe we ob- 
ferve, Mr. Forbes alledges in his defence, ’that 

!u» 



Hts monthly accounts had been examined, anq i.. 
ceived the entire fandion of the chief at Cof- 
fimbuzar j been approved by the council of that 
f lace, and by the eommittee of accounts at your 
prelidencyj and that no deficiencies appeared, till 
near twelve months after fuch approvals : and Mr. 
Falk, wc^.fiad, alfo makes cftabliflied cuftom the 
only plea for his overcharges. 

As we cannot fuppofe thofe perfons, whofe duty 
It was to infpeft the accounts, to have been unqua- 
lified for fuch trull, in point of knowledge, with- 
out impeaching the conduft of our governor and 
council, who appointed them to that office; fo, oh 
the other hand, fuppofing them fufficiently intel- 
ligent, and capable of filling the ftation in a prot- 
per manner, we cannot but deem them to have 
been guilty of notorious negligence, or* great un- 
fahhfulnefs, when they audited and approved ac- 
counts fo very fraudulent as thofe of Mr. Forbes 
appear to have been. 

We are aware, that a man who could fo far de- 
viate from duty as Mr. Forbes has done, may be 
fuppofed capable of writing in the ftilc he wrote to 
you, even admitting there was no foundation in 
fa&, for many of his very extraordinary alTertions : 
neverthelefs. we cannot but wilh, that you had 
plainly and fully replied ,to that part of his de- 
fence, where he affirms, That he is thoroughly 
“ convinced his tranfadions will bear the tell of 
any comparifon you may choofe to make wilh 
** the accounts of any gentleman who holds an 
office of this nature under the company ; and 
“ dcfircs the rca(bnablencls of his charge may be 

determined by feme fuch ftandard.*’ 

' Whatc- 
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WHtever audacity there may appear on the 
part of Mr. Forbes, in the above declaration and 
irequeit, yet we confefs in our opinion, that fucH 
charge as is implied therein, ought to have been 
openly and fully refuted, and not barely contra? 
mAed, which is all that has been done by you, 
You feem to make Mr. Forbes's refledlions on the 
fervice m general part of your reafon for the fen- 
tence which you pafs upon him ; but we repeat it, 
wc believe you ought rather (to us, at leaftj to have 
proved, that Mr. Forbes's plea of cftabliftied cuf- 
tom, for any part of the undue advantages made 
by him, was groundlefs. We are the more par- 
ticular herein, as we think it was a proper oppor? 
tunity for you to (hew, that all that zeal for the 
good of our fervice, which youprofefs, has indeed 
been by you cxercifcd. 

But however alarming it may be to find, that • 
the buxies, who were perfons, fome of them, of 
long ^landing in our fervice, have abufed their 
truft ; and that the overcharges of thofc, whofe 
proper province it was to have guarded our pro- 
perty at Burramporc from the defigns of any who 
might attempt to defraud us, have amounted to no 
Icfs fum than two lacks of rupees : yet we obferve, 
that tjiofe overcharges are a very trivial lofs, in 
comparifon of the whole fuftained by means of the 
indiferetions exercifed relative to the cantonments 
at Burrampore. 

When lord Clive and council came to a refoluf 
tion to have the cantonments, ercc^ted j and ordered 
the chief at Coflimbuzar to fupply the materials, 
i^iake the neepfl'ary advances, pay the people cm-f 

ployM 
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Iploycd, and tranfmit the accounts nfiohthly ; U 
was cxprcfsly ordered, that the whole expcncc 
Ihould not exceed lacks of rupees, or three at 
the In confequence of that order, the build- 

ing was undertaken, and carried on till twelve 
lacks were expended : It was then judged needful 
to alter and enlarge the plan ; by which alteration 
great part of the works already in forwardnefs be- 
came almoft wholly ufelefs ; to the amount at leaft, 
as the engineer fays, of three compleat lacks, be- 
fidcs the additional expence occafioned by the alte- 
rations,; and the completion of the whole, it was 
then computed, would, over and above the twelve 
lacks expended, amount to feventeen lacks more. 
Thofc feventeen lacks we find however reduced to 
about ten lacks, in the new calculation made by 
captain Wat(on ; and therefore it appears, we may 
now expeft the whole to be completed for about 
twenty-two lacks of rupees. 

It is very obfervable, that in the firft defign of 
the cantonments at Burrampore, it was intended 
to accommodate the feapoys, as well as the Euro- 
pean troops ; but proceedings having been carried 
on, in order^hereto, for a year or more, you then 
determined not to have any barracks for feapoys* 
By that refolutlon, the rafters which had been fra- 
med for thofe works, the foundations, which were 
compleatly funk, and fome of which were finifhed 
with brick work to the level of the ground, were 
alfo rendered ufelefs. It feems very ftrange to us, 
but it is neverthelefs true, that no calculated cfti- 
mate of any of the works, appears to have been 
made by any perfon whatever, till thofe given by 
■ - r ■ heute' 
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lieutenant Meftayer, in 1768, and by captain Wat- 
fon, who was fent to enquire into the Itate of the 
cantonments, after fo immenfe an expence had 
been incurred, and to fo little purpofe. 

Nojtwithftanding there might not be the fame 
neceility for the feapoys to be accommodated, in 
order to attach them to our interell, as well as the 
Europeans, it will fcarcely be credited, that ou> 
fervants fhould drop that part of the intended work, 
and yet venture to increafe the given expenses to 
the immoderate degree they have done ; thus 
Iporting with the property of the company, to the 
additional amount of near twenty lacks of rupees, 
as has been the cafe, and yet leave out fo very con- 
lidcrable a part of the whole as the accommodation 
of the feapoys muft have been, had that plan been 
perfevered in* 

We obferve with aftonilhment, that on the iirft • 
onfet of the building no Icfs than fifteen fets of unr 
neceflary fubalterns apartments, were laid out, 
and carried on, till captain Watfon reported them 
in that light to the council at Coflimbuzar : they 
were then by him defired to be difeontinued ; but 
on account of an increafe of the military eftablifh- 
ment, you have judged thefe apartments neceflary, 
and ordered that they fhould be compleatcd, 
Hqweverthis may now be juftifiable in you, ftill 
it leaves thofc perfons wholly inexcufable, who 
permitted fuch fuperfluous apartments at firft to be 
begun, when there was not the lead probability of 
their being wanted. Had the expence incurred by 
building thefe fupernumerary officers apartments 
been frugally applied towards providing comforta- 
ble (belter for the poor feapoys, Icfs apology would 

have ' 
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have, bfcn ncccffary for venturing to exceed the 
ibm fo ejtprefsly 6xed by lord Clive and council^ 
not to be on any account exceeded in erefting the 
cantonments at Burramporc. Wc hope your fu- 
ture watchfulnefs and frugality, in finifoing the 
faid works, will compenfate, as far as may be, for 
*that remiflhefs (for fuch we muft term it) which 
has fuffered pafl: enormities to grow to fuch incre- 
dible extent, and remain fo long undetefted. 

We are difTatisfied with the condudl of colonel 
Martin, whofe report being untrue, did certainly, 
in the firft inflance, miflead the council at Coffim- 
buzar ; and we believe your fentiments cbmmuni- 
cated to colonel Martin, on his behaviour on that 
tranfaflion, to be juft ; and that, had he not rc- 
, figned hi^ commiftion, it would undoubtedly have 
been your duty to have difniilfed him our lervice. 

. In regard to Mr. George Williamfon, his un- 
faithfulnefs admits mot the leaft excufe ; and the 
abufes by him pradifed in his^contrafl for timbers, 
renders him utterly unworthy to be any longer en- 
tertained in our lervice, from which, we hereby 
dire(Sf, that he be difmlftcd. We approve your 
having taken fccurity fir the deficient timbers ; 
and alfo dire6l’, that he be not permitted to leave 
India until he fhall have fully paid whatever may 
be due from him to the company, or given to 
you fuch farther fecurity for the fame as ihall be 
to your entire fatisfailiou. 

TheoverchargcsofMr. ForbesatBurrampore,and 
his extortions and oppreftions at Bunleah,have been 
fo very extraordinary, that wc much approve your 
havingdifmifted hnn ourfervlce. Miscarriage during 
the enquiry made ino,his conduft, and his burning 



papers previous thereto, evinced fuch fignsof 
guilt, .as could im fail placing him in the mott dlfl 
advantageous lights The iffue has proved hW 
defcrying every of our difpleafure* We 
jreft, jdierefore, that the fuit inftxtuttdagalnft Mh 
j^orl^s, in the Mayor's Court at Calcutta, be^vH 
goroufly profecuted; and that - no relaxation of 
ab^Ltenient whatever be made of alt fiieh fuihsfof 
money, and coflsof fuit, as maybe decreed* by 
the, laid court to be due from Mr. Forbes, either" 
to the company or to the pykars, in confequencU 
of his overcharges and abufesat Burrampore, or of 
his undue exaftions and great oppreflions of the 
faid pykars at Bauleah : and as you inform us ygu 
have taken anaple fecurity, that Mr. Forbes da 
not leave India until the luit be decided, or that 
he will, Ihould he leave India before that time^ 
leave fulEcient value to anfwer our juft demands 
in cafe he may be caft ; we direft, that on no ac-* 
count whatever you fuffer the faid fecurity to b© 
difcharged, until our aforefaiJ orders relative toMn 
Forbes Ihall have been fully carried into execution,- 
and all the money which may be legally obtained 
^ fuch profecution be adually paid by Mr.» 
Forbes, or the faid fecuritios. 

Lieutenant Mcftayer has been fo grolly de- 
ficient in fuperintending the works at Burrampore, 
and fo unfaithful in his report relative to the tim-' 
bers bought of Mr. Williamfon, that for thofe. 
inftances of this mifconduft we Ihould deem him 
worthy of difmiflion : but as we obferve alfo, that 
his obftinacy, in having refufcd to give informa- 
tion, on oath, of fuch frauds as might be witliin 
his knowledge, w^as a further aggravation of luch 

his 
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toifconduft, we can on no account permit hii 
lUy in our fervice ; we therefore direcft that he be 
dilmifled, and that his bond, given for the amount 
of the lhare he had in the diiftores, be paid, or 
proper fepurity taken for. the payment thereof, be- 
fore he be permitted to leave India* 

On your confultations of the 23d February 
1760, we obferve propofals from feveral perfons 
for applying your committee of works with fuch 
timbers and planks as might be requifite for your 
fortifications ; and we muft here exprefs our ap- 
probation of your conduft, in taking time to oh- 
tain the fulleft information in a matter of fo 
much importance. But fenfiblc as we are, 
that it would be in vain for us to offer any opinion 
On a point which mull have been long fince deter- 
mined (even had we fufficient lights to direil our 
judgment) yet we cannot avoid expreffing out 
aflonifliment at the great difference which appears 
in the amount of the feveral propofals offered to 
your committee ; fome of which arc near double, 
and one almoft treble, the terms of the lowcft 


oner. 

As no reafons appear to us for this extjaordinary 
difference, we can only judge of it from the face 
of the feveral propofals ; and we, therefore, fe# 
with concern to what attacks the company s pro- 
perty is expofed, from the infatiablc thirft of gain 
which fome would not fcruple to gratify. Our 
fecurity, however, refts on your judgment and 
integrity, which we hope and truft to find anfwcr- 
able to the confidence we repofe in your admini- 
ftration of our affairs. 

. Time 19, 1773- SAMLEL WILKS. 
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Fort WillUwi 3d Janiiity, 

At a ConfuhsLtioa ; Prefcnt, 

The hon. John Cartier, Efq; Prefident, 

Samuel Middleton, , Philip M. Pacres, 

WilUam Aldcrfey, Thomas Lane, Efqrs. 

The prefident begs leave to make the following 
remarks on the extraordinary letter from major 
Henry Watfon, referred to the board by the mili- 
tary committee. 

** I am fenfible, gentlemen, that the letter now 
laid before us, for our confideration, is of that fe- 
rious nature which requires a clear, candid, and ^ 
impartial explanation, to juftify our conduft be- 
fore our honourable mailers ; for if no atrfwer 
Ihould be made, it is mod likely that the fpecious 
arguments fee forth by major Watfon will be re- 
ceived as certain fads, and we confidered to have 
dealt unfaithfully towards them, or partially to- 
wards another. 

The terms entered into with the brick contrac- 
tors of laft year, were judged the moft favourable 
as well as equitable, that ever had before been of- 
fered to the company, and there was not the lead 
hefitation made by the board in accepting them in 
preference to any other that was oflered* The 
terms, as you mud well remember, were, that the 
contrador (hould deliver eleven inch bricks to 
the company, at 6s. 8d. per thoufand ^ thati the 

advan-’ 
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tdvaoces of money (hould not be made to him, but 
the bricks paid for on delivery. On the part of 
the company, « was agreed, that they Ihould pro- 
vide fire wood for the ul'e of the contraftor at accr- 
tain rate, which he was to account for to them at 
particular periods of his contraft. The cont'raftor 
was to- deliver three croze of bricks in the courfe 
of the feafon. The coUeftor general was requeft- 
ed to make contrafts with rcfponfible inhabitants, 
for a quantity of fire- wood adequate to the burning 
of fo many bricks, as it was imagined the whole 
would be cut in the diftrias of his department. 
The difficulty of engaging men to undertake the 
whole of this contraft occafioned a conliderabk 
part of the fine feafon to elapfc, before tlie delive- 
ries of wood were in any proportion to the demand 
for that article by the brick contrador ; and, when 
all their agreements were made, foine weeks in- 
terruption occurred in the Ingelee diftrids that 
greatly retarded this bufinefs. This occafioned not 
only an immediate, but a heavy lofs to the con- 
traftor, who, concluding that bs fupply of fire- 
wood would be ready and fofficient had many 
lacks of raw bricks on the ground in January laft, 
that were entirely deftroyed by two days tain which 
fell at that time. The remainder of the feafon, 
you muft all remember, was wet, and unfavoura- 
ble for the making oi bricks, and the ‘“PP 7 
woixl was then not equal to the demand of the 

'^'^'ikfore the expiration of the brick contraft, the 
contradoraddrefled the military n 

ting forth the difappointments he 
different ways, during thc 4 «nod he held the con_ 
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, trad \ and rcqucfting, that he might either have 
the contraft continued to him for the enfuing fear 
fon, or fomc confidcration made him for lofl'es and 
difappointments, neither of which had been occa- 
fiontd by any negled or inattention of his own. 
The military committee, fully convinced of the 
juftnefs of the contraftor*s reprefentations, were 
more inclined to give him the contrad for the cn-f 
fging year, as a compenfation for his lolTes, than 
any recompence in money ; and they were the bet-» 
lerdifpofed to this mcafure from the jult and equi- 
table terms of the contrad in the former fcafon, 
and the gcnera.1 approbation it met with. 

I have thought necelfary fo far to premife, that 
it may clearly appear wherefore the military com- 
mittee have thought themfelves obliged to confidcr 
the late contrador as entitled to a preference with 
them in the difpofal of the prefent year's contrad ; 
and by a particular detail of fads to overfet thofe 
infinuations of a defed of zeal to the intereft of 
our honourable employers, which feem to be im- 
plied in the addrefs now before us, 

I muft do major Waifon the juttice to fay, that 
his propofals are clear, and actually equitable with 
thofe of the late contrador, and by them, if the 
honourable company Ihouldever purchafethedodcs, 
% confiderablc faving Oiould be made on account of 
the omifiion of any charge for the 'excavation, of 
that earth which would be necefTary in making the 
bricks, But if the docks fhould not be pgrehafed 
by the company, the terms of each contrad ftand 
e^adly on the fame footing, excepting only the 
encouragement which I coniider to be the duty of 
to give ^^work of this pature,and tq 

feiw 
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him- who condufls it. Were major Watfon’s terms 
everfo Ww, bis profeffion, and being a iLi vanc of 
the company, would entirely difqualify him, by'\ 
ftanding order of the company's, frorri holding any 
contrait ; but as he is engaged in a work ot pub- 
lic utility, in which a great expence, as well as a 
great rilque is incurred, I confider, that the board 
may have a power in fuch an inftance to wave this 
particular prohibition : and I muft obferve, that 
had the former contraftor met with no difappoint- 
mcnts,from a failure in our part of the laft contraft, 

I Ihould not have had any difficulty in my mind to 
prefer major Watfon’s propolalsto any other : but 
fuch being the cafe, it was my opinion, thatfome- 
ihing 'was due to the former contraftor •, and I 
judge, that to give him half the contrail for the 
prefent year, on the fame terms it was held the 
preceding, would be the bell, the cheapeft, and 
moft equitable mode of affording him a juft fatif- 
failion j and that major Watfon fliould have the 
grant of the other part of the contrad, viz. for 
burning one crore and a half of bricks. T. his has 
been tendered to him, but he has thought proper 
abfolutely to refufe it, and for the reafons which 
carry their force more in words than in fails, and 
are intended more to convey a very fpecious idea 
of the moderate fpirit, and the nicer feelings of 
humanity, than I can think juftly due to that gen- 
tleman : if I miftake not, major Watfon engaged 
to provide, tw^b crore of bricks, or indeed any un- 
llmUed quantity that the company might require ; 
if the quantity be confined to two crore, he has 
only been deprived of fifty lacks for the fixt quan- 
• tity for which he would at firll have engage , 
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1$ he had affmanccs that he fliould have half the 
nuoiber of brick makers and coolies which were 
iSIployed by the other contra6ior, I am really at 
a lots to imagine major Watibn*s realbns forre^ 
jediling the propoftls made to him by the commit, 
vnkfe ho be determined to compel them into 
his own meafures, and obtain a preference to every 
other perfon, or to lay the blame upon them for 
dUcouraging fo ufcful and fo neceffary a work as 
the coniiru6tion of the docks. Indeed, gentlemen, 

I conlider the ftyle of major Watibn's letter to con- 
vey threats of this nature ; and becaufe of the in- 
dulgence which our reprefentations have obtained 
to him from the court of dire<Sors, he conceives 
himfelf privileged to alk, nay, to demand, what 
favours he pleafes, without reflefling that it be- 
hoves this board to aft with impartial juftice to alb ‘ 
The major’s reafons may be juft, his reprefentati- 
ons may be well deferving of attention ; but is the 
government to have no other views but his ? to 
confider no other peribn but him ? I cannot help 
declaring, that the conduft which major Watfon 
has been pkafed to obferve upon this occafion, has 
to me, fomewhat the appearance of prefumption 
and obftinacy ; and I doubt not, but it will be re- 
garded in the fame light by our honourable em- 
ployers. The propofels which he made in his laft 
addiefe to the committee, for taking the contraft 
upon lower terms than he had at firft offered, ' 
ought not, I think, to have that weight with the 
board which he feems very deiirous to give them ; 
becaufe, he muft well have known that our engage- 
ments with the former contraftor were then too far 
agreed upon to be broke off 3 as the kilns were ab- 

folutely 
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folut«ly forming, and feveral thoufands of raw 
bricks already made, for the performance of his 

new contrail. 

is my duty to inform the board, that in every 
application made to me by major Watfon, relative 
to the ufeful work he has undertaken, I have given 
him eveify fupport in my power, which was not ab- 
folutely contrary to pofitive reftriftions ; and I dare 
fiiy, he will do me the juftice to declare the fame ; 
but 1 muft remark, upon this occafion, that the 
undertaking of any of the company's public conr 
trails, as- an affiftance to the execution of his 
fcheme, is a mode newly thought of by the major, 
and* which I am perfuaded was never confidered in 
the- calculations made by him and colonel Camp- 
bell, when the work was originally projefted ; at 
leaft, I have been affured by the latter of thefe 
gentlemen, that no fuch defign was at that time 
intended : but it would now appear, from major 
Watfon's reprefentations, that the executing the 
brick contrad is indifpenfable to the carrying on 
of this work ; and that we muft comply with his 
requeft in its full extent for the whole of the con- 
trail, otherwife it will not anfwer j for he has re- 
fufed to accept of half of it upon his own terms, 
If the having of this coniraft was an objeft of fuch 
real importance to the carrying on of his worlcs, I 
cannot imagine how the half of it Ihould become 
fo infignificant as.to Be rejeiled. The natural con- 
clufion isj that major Watfon muft have every 
thing he grafps at, and in the manner he preferibes 
Himfelf, otherwife he will not fubmit, though evi- 
dently for. his own advantage, to the arrangements 
by government. As to his remark. That 
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being In two hands would be 
ijMlsfik mner of oontiovetfy, and an impediment 
to the «i^O() of the conttaa •, 1 muft differ from 
Ito towU ftAtjed. andobfetvc, infupportofniY 
that in the year 1770, when thecontratl 
'•(■I held by four different ]^rfons, a larger quan. 
tity of brim was delivered than in any former 

Although well inclined to wiih the greateft Aic- 
cefi to the conftruaion of the docks, both from 

C blic and private motives, it would rather be ai- 
ring major W'atibn ton large a (hare of merit, to 
confiefor him as the only peribn influenced by the 
^irit of zeal for the welfare of his country, and 
the honourable company in this fcttlement ; and 
though ready to gis’c every kimlof merit to fo large 
an undertaking, yeti am perfuaded that other mo- 
tives, befides that of zeal, have ftimulated him to 
this undertaking, and induced him to proceed in 
the execution of it. 

JOHN CARTIER. 


The hoard arc iinanimoufly of opinion, jhatthe 
prefident’s minute is a clear elucidation of the whole 
proceeding of the brick contrail, and points ou 
very fully, that major Watfon has no true cauie ot 
complaint ; as the committee have been as much 
inclined to confider his propofals, and to give eve- 
ry weight to his particular fituation, as they could 
do, confiftent with juftice to the former contra«aor : 
that it would apppear that major Watfon fludied 
more his owh conveniency than the engagements j 
that juilice which the adminifttation do confidet 

then*' 
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Errors excepted, 

• SAMJJEL js^KS, 
Port 'W^iUiam, i2. 06 to^r 1768^ 
• 'At a Cenfultttion Prefent, 


•' •'I 


• «■ John Cartier, Efq; Prefident, 

; Claud Ruflei; jofeph Jekyllj 

Charles Floyer, Thomas Lane, 

Francis Hare, Richard Barwell, 

Read the following letter from the committee of 

works. 

To the honourable John Cartier, Efq; Prefident 
’ and G&vernor, &6. council of Port William. 

v • Gejkleinen, 

tSm find ourfelyes under the necelllty 
-ntefentu® to you the extraordinary negleft of Jug- 
g[e«SSiuckerbuttyi Anunderam Chuckerbuttjr 
L4 Jgamperfaud Chattorgie (brick contraaor J m 
tJSexSn of- their contraas, notwithfianding 
ifhavii experienced every Indulgence that could 
^«»nted thcifi, convenient with the ” 
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the honourable conapany; and that we have thought 
it our duty to fecure their perfons, and take poflelr 
lion of their bricks, in order to clear the ground 
for, the new coRtraflorSy and to recover the balan-' 
ces that will remain due after all their bricks are 
dhliveted. 

We requeft to be favoured with your further or- 
ders regarding this matter j and have the honouf 
to fubfcribe ourfclves, 

Gentlemen, 

Gommittce Works, Your moft obedient 
5th Oftober 1770. Humble fervants, 

(Signed) F. HARE, 

JOSEPH TEKYLL, 
THOMAS LANE, 
ARCH. CAMPBELL, 
JOHN ROSEWELL. 

Refolved, That the committee of works be di- 
rected to carry into execution the meafures they 
propofe for recovering the balances due to the ho- 
nourable company from Jaggut Ram, Chucker- 
butty, and the late brick coDCra£iors. 

Fort William, the 19th Oftober 1768. 
Articles of Agreement indented, made and agreed 
upon, the 6th of September 1770, between the 
united company of merchants of England tra- 
ding to the Raft Indies, of the one part, and 
John Robinfon, inhabitant of Calcutta, of the 
other part, viz. 

The faid John Robinfon, for the confideration 
hereunder mentioned, doth hereby for himfelf, his 

heirs. 
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heirs, executors, and admlniftrators, covenant, 
contrail, and agree to and with the faid united 
company -of merchants of England trading to the 
Eaft Indies, and their afligns, viz. that the faid 
■fdhn Robinfon, his heirs, executors and admini- • 
Iftrators and fervants and workmen, (hall and will, 
by the 30th of September 1771, at his own coft 
arid charges, and with good and lufficient materials, 
make, or caufe » be made, on a fpot of ground 
oppofite to the town of Calcutta, and no other, for 
the faid united company of merchants of England 
trading to the Eaft Indies, three hundred lacks 
(30,000,000) of good, hard, and well burnt and 
lawful bricks, to be all of them full five inches and 
a half broad, full eleven inches long, and full two 
and one quarter inches thick, when burnt off ; and 
al his own charge deliver, or caufe the fame to be 
delivered, in the following proportions, at the gaut 
or water-gate of New tort W illiam j viz. by the 
cift December 177^"^ (lacks 600,0000) by the 3111 
March, one thoufand lev’cn hundred and feventy- 
one, feventy lacks (lacks 700,0000) by the 30th 
of Tune 1771, eighty lacks (8000000) and by the 
30th of September 1771, ninety lacks (9000000) 
klfo'as many broken bricks as the laid unite J com- 
pany of memhants of England tradiog to tne bad 
Indies, or their afligns lhall require. And the faid 
lohn Robinfon doth further covenant and agree, to 
deliver at the gaut of New hortWi ham as afore- 

faid as many Buzar bricks, ' made of good and 

fufficient materials, as the firme ihall be ® > 

or occafion fltall require, for carry mg on the biuld 

ings there, d’he faid John 

difpQfeof any bricks to the ^habitant , 
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ilf jindire^j; witiiput firft obtaining per 
the conuHittee of works, until luch 
tithe ai ^ company of merchants of £ng. 
laittl fading to the £aft Indies have received the 
fidi quantity contia^htd for as above. In confide, 
ration whereof, the laid united company of mer- 
‘ chants of England, trading to the Eait Indies ftall 
truly pay, or caufe to be paid, unto the laid John 
Kobinfon, his executors, adminilfrators, or aliigns, 
fix Arcot rupees eight annas for every thoufand of 
fcficJts meafuring si u>ches broad, 1 1 inches long, 
and full two and a quarter inches thick } and for 

every thoufand of Buzar bricks, Arcot rupees two 
and five annas, to be made and delivered as afore- 
faid i provided they he firft infpcded and appro- 
ved by fuch perlbns as are already appointed by 
the honourable committee of worlts for this pur-‘ 
pofe, who lhall rejedf all that are not properly 
burnt, or made of good and fufficient materials ; 
and moreover lhall be the foie judge of the broken 
bricks. The united company of merchants of 
England trading to the Eaft Indies, or their afligns, 
have gave to the faid John Robinfon, or for this 
bufinefs, an exclufive grant of the brick grounds 
on the other fide of the river, reaching from Lan- 
gerall to Bally Creek j and the faid united compa- 
ny of merchants of England trading to the Eaft In- 
dies, or their afligns, do further agree to give the 
faid John Robinfon immediate payment, upon the 
delivery of his monthly proportions ftipulated as 
above : alfo that the faid John Robinfon lhall be 
fupplied with fire-wood, at the rate of 14 Arcot 
rupees per hundred maunds, from time to time, by 
fhc aforefaid united company of merchants of 

Rno’land 
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£ngl?n<i Indies, dr their afligtis, 

fald ]ohn Robinfon is to conlider as an 
pdVance, which is to be deduced from his laft pay- 
ment of hk fourth proportion of bricks delivered. 
TThe faid John Robinfon doth further covenant and 
agree to abide by the following articles ; that in 
pafe of difputes they are to be fettled by arbitra- 
tion, and neither party to have in their power to 
litiMte the matter in a court of jufiice ; and that 
they will not transfer or make over this contrail 
to any perfon or perfons whatever ; alfo, that in 
cafe of attention and ncglca, in executing the 
central, that the faid united company of mer- 
chants of' England trading to the Eaft Indies, or 
their aflfigns, as aforefakl, lhall be at liberty to 
annul the fame, for the undue performance of the 
above contrail. The faid united company of mer- 
chants of England trading to the Eaft Indies have 
accepted Melfrs. Robert Crawford and David Kil- 
lican as fureties for the above John Robinfon, 
bound in a penalty of eighty-five' thoufand feven 
hundred and fifteen current rupees, which is to be- 
come forfeited on either of the above articles not 
being ftriaiy abided by. In witnefs whereof the 
unlt«l company of merchants of England trading to 
the Eaft Indies have to one part of thefe indentures 
fell their common feal ; and the faid John Robm- 
fon his hand and feal, in Calcutta, by the day and 


year firft above written. 
Signed, ftaled, and delivered, 
where no ftamp'd paper is 


10HN ROSEWEIX, 
l4ATTfJRW MENDES, 



{ 

We the underwritten furetles for John Robinfon, 
do acknowledge to have perufed. the above articlcS| 
;Mid do her.i^by agree to aDl,de thereby. 

(Signed) ROBERT CRAWFORD, 
DAVID KILLICAN. 

Know all men by thefe prefents, that we, Rof 
fcert Crawford. and David Killican, of the town of 
Calcutta, inhabitants, are held and firmly bound 
unto the united company of merchants of England 
.trading to the Eaft Indies, in the penal fum of cur- 
rent rupees eighth-five thoufand leven hundred and 
fifteen (C. R. 85*7 15) to the true and lawful pay^ 
ment whereof we do hereby bind ourfelvcs, our 
heirs, &c. firmly by thefe prefents. In witnefs 
whereof we have hereunto fet our hands and fcals, . 
in Calcutta, this 6th day of September 1770, 

Whereas John Robinfon, of Calcutta, Inhabit# 
tant, hath entered into an agreement with the uni-# 
ted company of merchants of England trading to 
the Eaft Indies, to fupply them with three hundred 
lacks (30000000) of large, and as many fmall 
bricks as they fliall require, to be delivered at the 
water-gate of New Fort William, by the 30th of 
September 1771 ; and for which the fald united 
company of merchants of England trading to the 
'Eaft rndies are to pay, orcaufe to be paid,' to the* 
faid John Robinfon, for the large fort of brick be- 
fore-mentioned, at the rate of fix Arcot rupees 
eight annas ; and for the fmall, Arcot rupees two 
and five Annas per thoufand ; And whereas th^ 
faid lohn Robinfon hath covenani;ed and agreed to 

fundry 
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fundry other articles, which are entered at large la 
the agreement aforelaid, which we do hereby ac- 
knowledge to have perufed, and thoroughly un- 
derftand the contraft ; and in token of which wc 
hive fubicrlbedour names at the bottom thereof, 

. Now the condition of this obligation is fuch, that 
if the faid John Robinfon, his heirs, executors, or 
adminiftrators, do and ihall well and truly deliver 
the faid quantity of bricks as above-mentioned, and 
fully perform all and every of the articles inferted 
in tne agreement aforefaicl, and according to the 
true intent and meaning thereof, then this obliga- 
tion to be void. 

Signed, fealed, and delivered 
where no ftampkl paper is 
to be had, in prefence of us, 

JOHN ROSEWEU., 

MATTHEW MENDES. 

(Signed) ROBERT CRAWFORD. 
DAVID KILLIC AN. 

To all whom thefe may concern. Be it known, 
that I, Meton Joys, of Calcutta, inhabitant, do a- 
gree and contraft fcfr the fupplying the honourable 
the united company of merchants of England tra- 
ding to the Eaft Indies with three lacks of maunds 
buzarof good fand (Md. (300000) and as much 
more as may be wanted, at and after the rate of 
Arcot rupees five for every hundred maunds ^ which 
faid three lacks Mds buzar of fand, as aforefaid, 
are to be equal in quantity when delivered, by the 
eftablilhed firrah, computed at one maund ten furs 
of dry fifted fand buzar weight, to a fample they 
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kve put iato the hantfe of the honourable sn*. 
mttm of works at New Fort William, onotbT 
ftwejdie fOth of Septembef 1 77 1, in monthly pro" 
portitm, never Icfs than ao.ooo maunds per month" 
In conisleratiun of which, the honourable company 
feve allowed the i'aid Meten Joy imftiediate pay. 
ment, on his dcHveries ftipulatcd as above. On 
failure of fulfilling this contract, I do agree to pay 
a fine of twentv-five per cenr, on the amount of 
whatever may be the deficiency at the time expi- 
red. Witnefs my hand and feal, in Calcutta, this 
firfiday of Odober, 1770. 

Signed, fealed,and deliverecf, 
where no damp’d paper is 
to be had, in pre/ence of us, 

]OHN ROSEWELL, 

fOHNSIMMERMAN. / 

^ (Signed) METON JOY (L. S.) 


Know all men by thefe prefents, that we Lukey 
Condutt, and Copy Tagore, of Calcutta, inhabi- 
tants, are held and firmly bound to the united com- 

C of merchants of England trading to the EaR 
;s, in the penal fum of eighteen thoufand ru- 
pees (Ar. 18000) to the true and lawful payment 
of which we do hereby bind ourfelves, our heirs, &c* 
firmly, by thefe prefents. In witnefs whereof wo 
have hereunto fet our hands and feals in Calcutta, 
this firft day of October 1770. 

Whereas Meton Joy,- of Calcutta, inhabitant, 
hath agreed to fupply the honourable compai^ 
with three lacks ot maunds buzir of good fand, 

(jooooo) 
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^iJOOo) as much more as may Be wanted, at 
Hie-i^teof five Arcot rupees per’ hundred maunds, 
Vhich hfi is to receive payment for as delivered. 
fJbW the condition of this obligation is fuch, that 
the above-ipentioned Meton Joy, (hall well and 
trtliy conrtply with his contrail made with the ho- 
hourable company, in all rcfpeils, then this obli- 
gation to be yoid, and of no cifeii j or elfe to re- 
Imain in full force and virtue. 


Signed, fealed, and delivered, 
where no ftamped paper is 
to be had, in prefence of us, 

JOHN ROSEWEKL,- 
■JOHN SIMMERMAN, 

(Siened) L.UCKY CONDUIT, (L. S,) 
" GOPYTAOORE, (L.S.) 


kriow all men by thefe prefents, that we Dupa- 
herain I'agore, and Dutteram, of Calcutta, inha- 
bitants, are held and firmly bound unto the honour- 
able and united company of merchants of England 
trading to the Eaft Indies, their fervants or affigns, 
in the penal fum of Arcot rupees, (200,000) to 
the true and lawful payment of which we do here- 
by bind ourfelves, our lieirs, &c. and alligns, firm- 
ly by thefe prefents. In witnefs whereof we have 
hereunto fet our hands and feals, in Calcutta, this 

12th Oilober 1770. . 

Whereas I'illarum Purgafiy, of Calcutta, inha- 
bitant, at his ownfoUcitation andrequeft, has been 
accepted, and is appointed, banyan to the honour- 
able committee of works at Fort William afoiefaid. 
we Ae faid Dupanerain Tagore and Dutteram, that 
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file faHvTdkram Piirgaffy may honcftly 
difeharge fhe duties of. the ftid ofRce of toaya^/^. 
the committee afore-meatbned, and 
prevent any illegal, illicit, fraudulent o; ^unfeir 
praftices from being committed by him, or wji^ 
his confent, knowledge, privacy, concurrence, < ox 
connivance, do hereby bind ourfelves as, his fufe- 
ties, in the full and juft fum of Arcot rupees one 
hundred thoufand, 

' Now the condition of this obligation is fuch, tha.t 
if the above-mentioned Tilleram PurgaiTy fhaU 
well and truly, honeftly pd juftly, difeharge the 
duties of the office of banyan to the honourable 
committee of works as aforefaid, then this obliga- 
tion to be void and of no effeil, or elfe to remain 
in full force and virtue. 


Signed, fealed, and delivered^ 

• where noftamped paper is to 

• be had, in the prefence of us, 

JOHN ROSEWELL, 

‘JOHN SIMMERMAN. 

(Signed) DUPANARAIN TAGORE, (L. S.) 
DUTTERAM, (L. S.) 


\ , 

We datter ourfelves our readers will acquire. a 
fofficient information of all the civil, military aqd 
judicial tranfaftions in India, from the, papers laid 
before the fccret and the feleft committee, ap- 
pointed by the houfe of commons, the moft eflen- 
fial extrafts of which, we have taken from this na- 
tional inquiry. The fevere animadverfions of co- 
lonebBurgoyne, the chairman, on th? con<^ud of 
\fhc nobie lord and the other inftruments of hU 



t 4«7 ] 

fytoj of rapacioufnefs, injufticc and oppreffion, 
tern ^memorable fpecch, calculated to bring tp 
juftice and reftitution the wealthy culprit ; 
daring and elaborate vindication of the no- 
jpTe delinquent, generally thought to have been 
n^ritten by a great plaufible lawyer, make the con- 
cldiion of this long Icrutiny. 

’ The good fortune of lord Clive is more remar- 
kable in this inftance, than in any other period of 
iiislife. He not only was acquitted honourably, 
'but received the thanks of the houfe of commons 
foir the great fervices his lordlhip had rendered to 
the nation and the comply, whilft intruded with 
the fopreme command in Tndia. Thus his wealth 
and intereft difperfed in an Indant, the clouds that 
had hung fo long a while over his head, and which 
threatened a ftorm, that might have cru/hed him 
to atoms with indelible difgface and infamy. We 
think proper for the fatlsfaftion of our readers to 
infert here fuch parts as confirms ^the opinion of 
the difficulty of bringing to condign punilhment 
public depredations. 

On Tuefday March the 9th, 1773, there was a 
yery full houfe in the houfe of commons, being the . 
tiay appointed to confiderof the Eaft India compa- 
ny's petition for relief j and after reading feveral 
papers relative to the fubjeft, lord North fpokc tq 
the following purport. 

V, Before fir, we enter iqto a difeuffioq of the 
^aft India company's affairs, I lhall beg leave to 
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.remarks upon ;an opinion which -{135 
^alaM’gC&und abroad, refpeding a fuppofed right 
jhe company have to demand and expedl afliftancio 
j|^m psurliament. 

It has, fir, with a great fliew of confidence, 
been alTerted, that the' income agreed to be paid 
by the company to government was excefiive, was 
advantageous tp the ftate, and, the company's af- 
fairs confidered, was more than they could ppfiibly 
aiford, doing juftice to the ‘ feveral proprietors of 
flock., Taking this pofition for granted, it hath 
been argued, tjiat as the ftate, by exafling the fti- 
pulated income from the company, hath been ae-* 
ceffary to its diftrcfs, th jRate in juftice, is bound io 
afford the affiftance necefiary to extricate the com- 
pany out of thofe difficulties in which at prefent it 
involved. Now, fir, this pofition is altogether 
falfe, and of courfe the confequence deduced from 
it is equally remote from troth. • The pofition is 
falfe, for the income agreed to be paid by the Eaft 
India company to the ftate, fo far from being ad-^ 
vantagdous, was by no means an equivalent for 
thofe articles of the revenue which the ftate gaveiip 
when it accepted the ftipend of 400,000!. in lieu 
thereof. As to this being a larger fuin than the 
company, confidering the then ftate of their finan- 
ces, could afford, was that, fir, the fault of the mi- 
niftry ? was the ftate to blame ? did not the com- 
pany of its own accord make the propofal ? the 
lirft advances came not from government, but 
from the company ; the company prayed then, as 
now, the affiftance of government ; the company 
knew, or ought to have known, the ftrength of its 
pwn refoutces > and if the ftipend offered was more 
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it coi4d with convenience difcharge, it Va*? 
yc^ iefs than the’ftate had a right to require, con- 
sidering the Vtlue thofe ‘articles of the revenue gi- 
Ven uf), as I before obfctvpd, in lieu of the {mi 
Jjropoled by the^cbmpany to be annually paid to 
gOYernment. For my part, fir, 1 declare, I was 
the firft, averle to. giving ear to any propofal of 
\ the kirld j I was, in hopes the company’s diftrelles 
were tot what I have fince found 'them to be ; and 
therefore,- that without the interphfition of parlia- 
mentary aid, they might be redrefled ; but when 
prefled. by the company on the one hand, and the 
mfight 1 daily gained into its deplorable fituation 
on the other, I found it ncceflary for Ibmething to 
be done' to fave the company from a fituation little 
fliort of abfolute bankruptcy ; then, fir, I liftened 
to the propofalv but fo far from an exailion it was 
bnly an acquiefcence on the part of government to 
the company*^ repeated and earneft felicitations. 
i The juftice then,, fir, of the ftate's at all in- 
terfering on a fuppofition of its having been accef- 
fary to the company's dlftrciTes,' is an idea utterly 
repugnant to the matter of As to the right the 
ftate has to interpofc its authority founj:led on its 
jprior claim to all territ )rlal rcquiiitions made by a 
body of its fubjefls. I ihall fay but little, though 
1 might be fully juftified in maintaining this right 
even in the moft abfolute fenfo; for, fir, marly 
men far my fuperlors in abilities, in learning,- and 
knowledge of the laws, have declared themfelves 
of this opinion, and fcruple not to exprefs them- 
felves clearly on this he:ui, that fuch territorial 
. pofleflions as the fubjecls ot any ftate fhall acquire 
by conqueft, arc viitually the property of the 
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not of thofe individual^ who 
tihcm7v\l am however, fir, pbw only ijrefcitinil^Hi^ 
opinion of others as well as myfelf j biit wnelber 
we allow or not, that the Eaft India com'pany^hath > 
claim of juftice to be relieved, it certainly will on 
all bands be readily granted, that in poli^ we 
ought, ifpoflible, to extricate from its dimeumps a 
company lb confequential to that ftate, andcond 6 - 
fjive, when under proper regulations, to the good 
of that whole of which it is an illuftrious part. 

“ It is fome time, fir, fince a bill was framed* 
which it waa imagined would greatly contribute to 
redify the diibrders complained of in India j but 
fir, the difficulty of appointing the judges^ toge- 
ther with the want of proper information eonceriir 
ing the immenfe and complicated fyftem of ma- 
nagement carried on in Bengal, to which, if we 
ada an ignorance of the real caufes which contribu- 
ted to occafion the company’s misfortunes, thefe 
obftacles prevented the application of what then 
was thought might prove an adequate remedy, and 
in the fequel, the bill was loft. We are now, fir, 
to confider, as fomething in policy ought, what 
can be done for the relief of the company j but 
even now we fiiall not be able to enter deeply into 
the affair ; we lhall not be able to probe the dif- 
cafe to the bottom 5 we arc not fufficlently acquaint- 
ed with its nature to preferibe, as Ikllful phyficl- 
ans, any thing which may effeftuate, a radical 
cure, in Ihort, fir, we ftill want the neceffary 'in- 
formation, Your committees open and fecret, have 
done, all that men could do ; with an unwearied 
diligence and perfeverance almoft unparalleled, the 
.latter hath performed every thing which could* be 



it hath done honour to its inftitutors, 
j^lMIy anfwermgthe end of its inftitution :'but 
there is much to come to light; at pre- 
fent jfufpicion only authorizes us to fay, that from 
t|e malverfation of the company's fervai^ts abroad, 
aid perhaps the culpability of Ibme of its leading 
a^erjis at home, there is an abfolute neceffity for 
an imi^ediate interpoiition. 

Far, fir, be* it from me to intend a reflec- 
tion upon any particular man or fet of men, we 
have no pofitive evidence of guilt, though ftrong 
enough prefumptlve tojuflify us in fuppofingthat 
in a country where the temptation to err is fo pow- 
erful, and the hopes of efcaping with impunity fo 
flattering, matters have not been conduiied by the 
company's fervants with that fairnefs and propriety 
they ought. Let, however, fir, the guilt of indi- 
yiduals be ever fo great, the company is an objeft 
of two much national confequence to be overlook- 
ed. A company, fir, the annual receipt of which 
amounts to almpft four millions, and which exporta 
Britifh articles to the amount of four hundred tnou- 
fand pounds. Such a company is of too great a con- 
fequeilce, confidered in a commercial light, not to 
^2all For bur attention to its welfare. I will, fir, 
flate the affairs of the company. [Here he made a 
very accurate eftimate of the nett profits of the 
Company for feveral years paft ; and after fhewlng 
tfee decreafe of profits, and gradual deficiencies in- 
curred ; after declaring it as a fa6f, that the com- 
,-pany had propofed a dividend at the \'ery time it 
was in little better than an iidolvcnt flatc, his lord- 
fjbip concluded thus.] From hence, fir, I um war- 
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;t6 declare, that in SeptembW tht com^n^' ' 
will be deficient 1,300,42:51. 

*VNow, fir, various plans have been ^ropofcd 
to me to relieve' the company j the firft is, that 
they might “ borrow what money they wrint upon 
lx>nds :** but this is a method I can by no irifeans’ 
approve of, for, fir, they have already ftretched 
their credit too far. Another. expedient has been!/ 
fuggefted,. which is the funding the company's 
bills but this, fir, would by no means effedl 
what is wanted, an immediate relief 5 the compa- 
ny's bills are diffufed through a variety of hands, 
this expedient therefore would require a length of 
time to bring about the end propofed. Laitly, it 
has been, fuggefted, that, as “ the directors and 
managers of the company muft have been -^ome 
how or other to blame, it Is but juft that they 
fhould chiefly contribute to extricate the company 
out of thofe diftrefles, to plunge it in which their 
flagrant mlfconduft has contributed." . But, fir, 
every man at firft fight will perceive the futility of 
this propofal, for during the interval fpent in get- 
ting at proofs of the guilt of the culprits, the com- 
pany may be ruined beyond even a poflibility of 
redemption. On the whole, lir, after revolving 
again and again this fubjed in my mind, I am 
more and more convinced than an inftantaneotis 
ftep fliould be taken, and that it is for the intereft 
even of the public, that the public Ihould aflift the 
company ; not, however, without taking the ne- 
ceflary precautions to prevent the like difafters 
from befalling the company in future ; not without 
reftraining the dividend to a certain aflefiment, not 
yet without providing, that in cafe the managers 
^ of 
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n*wuld ncglc^^ {b to regulate -tiicif 
is effeitolly to redtify the abul'es which at 
that then,- at the time public grants 
iq^aid of money, the grant may be accompanied 
with parliamentary aid to remedy the evils coni- 
jpiatiidd of. 

V “ I .did, fir, flatter myfelf that fomeplan of 
‘of this kind, fome I'alutary fcheme of reforma- 
tion w'ould have been propofed} I could have 
Viihed'ithad originated from the ‘company, and 
hot from parliament ; but as it is, fir, taking the 
^cautions above intimated for my guide, 1 (hall 
leave to purpofe the following motions to the 
fconfideration of this houfe, and (hould they be 
ftflfented. to, w'e (hall then have an opp^^ nmity, 
ielfion after feffion, of making ourlelves fij(dr 
thorough- mafiers of liaft lndia afiairs, that we thall 
be w<^ll enabled to adopt thole plans onlv, waich, 
by aiieViatlng the pad, may prevent tlve futuru 
misfortunesof a company, tocontrioute to the lail- 
ing yrelfare and prolpenty of which has been my 
defue. 'and (hall be my endeavours. 

' 1 (hall BOWj fir, read the reloiutions I ha\'e to 

'^'^[^re he read the refolutions, which -were to 

{fee following puriKirt ;] .... 

,That it is tlic ooiiuon of this lioufc, that the 
aflhir$of the luft India company -are in fiaih a 

lla;tpa^toreq-irep:uli:.mennryan.nance 

. Ttot a loan of a Ujn\ ( 


money \b neceibiry 


U) 


rei«ftart the compain ’s aihut-s. ^ 

'I'hat a iopply tit i, 4 ^o,oool. - 6 


the company. 

• Voi,. IV. 


Provided 
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at the faiAe tin^, due dare 
Be taken, that the neceflary regulations be adopt-^ 
ed to prevent the company’s experiencing the Bk« 
exigencies in future. ' ' 

After Lord North had finiflied his fpeech with 
declaring the refolutioiis he had to propofe, Mr. 
iSowdefwell thus addreded the houfe : 

Mr. t)owdefwell.] The noble lord, with a perf- 
jpicuity peculiar to himfelf, hath ftated the compa- 
ny’s affairs, ar4 proved, I believe, fir, to the fa- 
tisfaftion of every iran prelent, that without al- 
moft inftantaneous relief, the company is in a fair 
way of being totally undone. I am, fir, fo well 
convinced of the propriety of our interpofition, 
that I rife not to oppofe the noble lord's refolutions, 
but to make a few remarks upon fome exprelfions 
let fall in his fpeech.— The deplorable fituation of 
the India company hath been painted both with- 
in and without doors in lively colours j but, fir, 
who hath been more immediately acceffary to its 
diftreffes? Hath not the profpeft of immenfe 
wealth tempted its own fervants to ranfack, as it 
were, the bowels of the very mother that bore 
them ? Hath not adminifiration, the prefent I 
mean, ftretched forth its rapacious hands to feize 
upon the wealth of the company ? Who then can 
wonder at its diftreffes ? Who can be furprized at 
the ruin which awaits this once flourilhing body 
corporate ? But, fir, the noble lord is pleafed to talk 
of the territorial acquifitions of this company as of 
right and jufticc belonging to the ftate.” I in 
this particular differ fo much from the noble lord, 
that I think the pofition utterly repugnant to truth, 
aiid, in behalf of an injured company, I here ftand 

up 
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«p‘tO:4i&vow fuch notions as inconfiftent with the 
ch^feered^ rights of the oompany, as inconfiftent 
with common juftice, and as inconfiftent with that 
encouragement which ftiould ever be given in a 
eonamercial ftate, to companies of Inch com’equence 
asl that trading to the Eaft Indies. This, fir, is 
all I have at prefent to fay upon the fubjeft, with 
fefpeft to the refolutions propofed by the noble 
lord, ' I am too much a friend to the company to 
oppofe them in a Angle inftance. 

Mr. Dempfter.] Unwilling to occupy the time 
of the houfe, 1 ihall, fir, be as brief and concife 
as poifible. — The noble lord dropped an expref- 
fipn, which, I confefs, gave me greater furprife 
than any thing 1 ever remember to have heard 
lince I had the honour of fitting in this houfe. 
He was pleafed to fay, fir, that “ the Eaft India 
company had no claim of juftlce for relief/* To 
what, in the nameof gopdnefs, doth this alTertion 
amount.^ is not the Eaft India company a trading 
company? Have not the benefits accruing from its 
traffic been immenf^ to this kingdom ? and Ihall 
we fay, nay j Ihall we hear it from the mouth of 
adminiftration itfelf, that, in ftrift juftice, we 
ought not to attend to the commercial interefts of 
Great Britain? For what, fir, do we by relieving 
the company, except putting it in a fituation of 
benefiting the ftate by its cominerce ? yet, fir, ac- 
cording tp the noble lord, this is not a matter of 
juftice, but of policy merely, that is of convcni- 
. erice to fome party ! if fuch be the language of 
•office, it diflers, fir, fo much from my Icntlments, 
«hat I ftiould think myfelf deficient in point of 
^duty, did I not totally difclaim the idea as incon- 

grous, 
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gruous, and the propofition as an ahfurdity in 
terms, although ani abfurditjr of a dangerdys ten^ 
dency. — -Relpeding the territorial acquifitions of 
the company, there alfo,.fir, I entirely differ ini 
opinion from the noble lord; and, if I err, cart 
pleadas well as the noble lord refpe£lable authority 
as a fanction for my error. ' Several gentlemen, 
well.lkilled in the laws of their country, have 
advanced it as their opinions that the company 
have an undoubted, a clear, and anexclufive right 
to the territories poflTefled in India, whether ac- 
quired by conqueft or otherwife. I have now, lir, 
a gentleman in my eye, vyho formerly held the 
fame opinion ; he is now indeed, in office, and 
whether a change of fituation may have fo far 
operated upon his intcHefls as to change his fenti- 
ments in this particular, I cannot determine, 
ifowever, fir, this is not the time to debate the 
propofition, it is not properly before us ; when it 
is 1 fhall enter the lifts a champion'for the company’s 
rights, and 1 will fhew that to maintain the noble 
lord’s pofition, is to maintain that the charters of 
corporate bodies may be violated at pleafure, fet 
at nought with impunity, and abrogated whenever 
it cap ferve the purpoles of government. 

Mr, Edmund Burke then got up, and calling 
the chairman, by miftake. Sir Charles White- 
worth, a laugh prevailed through the houfe ; at 
length the rifing midclcs of the members being 
fomewhat conqiofed, Mr. Burke proceeded as 
•follows : 

Mr. Edmund Burke.] Inftances, it feems, of 
abftirdity are never to be wanting in this houfe ; 
but pieyious to our being abfurd upen record, I 
* da 
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do beg that the refolutions propofcd by ihc noble 
lord may be a liule attended to. U ipr-y be 
thought a trilling reqiicft, but I cannot iluhk‘ui:,t 
trifling, the omiflion of which might tc id to c.u 
impeachment of our underftandings. Sir, if I 
comprehend the meaning of the noble lord’s mic- 
tion, it is as follows : It is firft alTcrtcd, th;d a 
fupply is neceflary to relieve the company • you 
next agtee now to vote them a fupply though in 
the fourth motion it is exprefly alicrted, that the 
company fliall not have tire fupply, unlcfs, at the 
fame time, due care lhall be taken that the regu- 
lations are made, &c.’' 

Pray, fir, who. is to make thefe regulations? 
The fentence is imperfonal ; it provides that due 
carefliall be taken; but never lays by whom. I 
would farther alk, fir, wliat are we to underflnncl 
bythephrafe, at the fame time?” It cannot 
mean now, that w'c are voting the money ncceiia- 
fy, becaufe no due care has been taken, no regu- 
lations are now made ; and yet, lir, it ciught to 


mean, at the very inftant the mf'ncy is voted ne- 
ceflary, or it becomes arrant noncfule j 1or cor- 
fider, fir, “ provided at the fame time due caie 
fliall be taken,” implies a conditional contingcnc) , 
which mayor may not happen, for due care may 
or may not be taken. So that v.c are no\v going to 
grant the public money upon the fircngtii ot a coi - 
ditional contingency winch may nut come to \ ^ 
tho’ upon the ablolutc ncccfi:ty onl) of 
gency's happening, the money is voted, ivl) jot , 
Jir! .what infumal, dclulive,’ unpardcnnntar, , 
illegal, incoherent fluft is this! 1 adc 
who is to take this due care ? who i. to 
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wonderful regulations^? ‘ Parliariient confefles, ' iii 
plain terms, its total inability j for with all ybut 
lecret, your feled, and your open committees, it 
appears by your own confellioh you have ' done 
what amounts to nothing. It is from you, then, 
that we are to expert thefe regulations, and this 
due oare ? No ; you confefs that you wifli the re- 
gulations may come from the company ; they are, 
you fay, better qualified j fo that with refpedl to 
thole matters, the cafe ftands thus: Parliament 
wants fenfe j the Eaft India company wants (what 
is too often a fubftitute for fenfe) money. Parlia- 
ment, out of its abundant refources, agrees to fup- 
ply the company vdth money, “ provided at the 
fame time** (that is, fome time hereafter) the 
conapany will furnifh parliament with as much 
lenfc as they may think adequate to the fupply 
advanced. It feeras as if you was at laft confcioiis 
of your deficiencies, for confidering the ftatc’of 
the nation at prefent, 1,400,000!. is a fum that 
ought to purchafe a good deal of fenfe. May 
the company furnilh you with fome fenfe of the 
fterling kind ! with fuch an excellent commodity 
that you may be gainers by the bargain ! if [ 
thought that would be the cafe, I would vote for 
the prefent fupply with prodigious alacrity, and 
think it the beft beftowed money the public has 
for fome years parted with ; but, I do befeech you 
to correct that ungrammatical jargon in which the 
motions are contained ; for fince (contrary to the 
idea conveyed by the terms) ' we are not tb under- 
Hand “ at the fame time’* to mean the prefent 
now, w inftante, but fome indefinite, unlimited 
time hereafter ^ iince this is the cafe, take care, I 
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iay, .that after you have fiirnUhcd the money, the 
dompaUy ftiould not perform their conditions, by 
ftitniiMng you with the fenfe. 

I declare I am far from intending this in a lu- 
dicrous light i 1 think it a matter of ferious con- 
sequence ; the company have applied to parlia- 
rttentfor pecuniary relief; you pals telblutions to 
relieve them ; they go away fatisfied ; their af- 
ftiits are fuppofed to be now reinftated, and their 
ftock is affedfed thereby. Yet here is a condition 
exprefly tacked to the grant, of which they are 
ncrt apprized. The condition is not performed ; 
rhey receive not the grant as cxpedted ; and thus, 
like a bubble blown up in the air, their hopes va- 
nilh, their delufive golden dream expires. If this 
is not the faA without exaggeration, _ upon an in- 
timation of the houfe’s conceiving it in a different 
manner, I am ready and willing to retraa my 


error. , , , 

Lord North.] The honourable gentleman is 
pleafed to be facetious. It ispoffiblc, fir, that wo 
may ftand greatly in need of lenfe, but it is not 
altogether fo extremely clear, that the baft India 
company fo much abounds in that commodity 
their wants of another kind perhaps are proofs of 
this, for had they had inore fenle, tney might 
not now have been fo deftitute of money. 

With refpea to what the gentleman nnds fault 
with, I can only fay, that to poor apprehenftons 

The meaning ofLWious to 

ly clear. We firft refolve to futnilh tne company 

ith money ; but the exprefs f.'^'^re’ 

ceiving that money is their or our tak mg caic, 
« at the fame time,” to frame fuch regulations ^ 
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may beft prevent the return of fimilar evils upoil 
the company. The word ** provided’* does by 
no means imply a condition y I will not trefpals 
longer upon the houfe ; I have propofed my mo- 
tions, and if any gentleman has others more like- 
ly to anfwer the end, I am ready to hear, and 
take the fenfe of the houfe upon them. 

Mr. Edmund Burke.] There are many gentle- 
men now in this houfe, accurately acquainted with 
oura<il^s of parliameni:, and if one of them will 
ftand up, and tell me in what other fenfe than that 
of a condition the word “ provided” is ufed in all 
ftipulatcd articles of agreement, I ihall be infinite- 
ly obliged to him. The noble lord may be an ex- 
cellent ftatefman ; but from what he has juft now 
let fall, I will truft him in any thing but an expla- 
nation of the meaning of a word in his native lan- 
guage. I am fare the gentleman who fits next 
him (Mr. Dyfon) never helped him to the terms 
in which the motions arc drawn. 

Mr. William Burke.] We were called together 
early in the feafon, to confider of th^* regulations 
v/hich the noble lord informs us, a'^e yet in the 
womb of time. Our adjournments have bcenfliort y 
our meetings frequent; our committees on India 
aifiirs many, vet what has all this produced? 
v/hat by the fcnlible part of ihe world was expended, 
nothing. We are, as 1 ur.vierftand, to fit here for 
many months longer, in the fiiltry months, for tlie 
beiiefu of our heakh-. But when thefe fame regu- 
lations relative to the Eaft India company are to 
take place, i leaven alone can tell! by the lan- 
guage of the motions they lliould commence now, 
that we are about to rcfolve the money neceflar^ y 
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liy tlic language of tli.; minifter it i'S not now, but at 
ior.iu future inuiacir.si;i..u: pciiod ; io that the writ- 
ten and'thc verbal itile of the niinifler varies con- 
fideratjiy, unleis, like reading it backwards, we 
begin with the morion which has the lall pace al- 
ligned to it by the noble lord, though it is lira in 
the order of'common fenfe. 

Mr. Charles box.] I know iu) other wap fir, 
of accounting for the Ivtnour.dde gentleman's mif- 
tike (lidmund Burke) wh.o fpoke laif, but one, 
unleis by referring it to the i-tror h.e ict out with ; 
ho really, fir, takes you I'oriii Charles fVhitworth, 
and this for a comnfitiee of fuppiy. (A loud laugh 

through the honle.) , , , , 

Mr. Kdrnund Burke.', I am always happy when 
I can contribute to the good humour of the houfe, 
as I think it an aiifpiciou. omen in our favour ; but, 
fir I Ihould have been niifurd indeed, had 1 taken 
fucli a committee as this for a committee ot iupply, 
though I know not that 1 tlrould have dekrveat 
cenfure for miftaking you lor hr Cnarles A hit- 

"^On the 26th of April, when lord North obferved 

that, throughout the whole examma'ion which the 

houfe had made of the baft India buiimds. nothing 
could have been more attentive to their intereft 
than himfelf in his- motions t 

accenting: them. That it was evident, the pub ic 
;voukl fler from the very faulty way tn winch the 
company had conduaed S 

,ofs.^f400.oool.ayear; andno^ 

receipt, were obiigtd, in p ,ithQjf.i!in 

party near four times tnat unn - ’ayantage on 
future there sv.is a profpeci • • b 
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the fide of the public, fp there ought certainly to 
be on every confide rati on. That he had now, in 
a general purfuance of ihefc favourable ideas of the 
company, a propofal to make, which would be 
wholly to their advantage. It was to allow the 
company to export fuch part of the tea at prefent 
in their warehoufes, as ihty fliould think proper, 
duty-free. This would be prodjgioufly to the ad- 
vantage of the company, as they had at prefent 
above 17,000,0001b. by them. The converting a 
part of it into money would greatly eafe them, and 
be attended with thofe good confequenceswhiclvare 
now fo ncceflary to re-eftabliili their affairs. That 
this mcafure would be leffening the revenue of the 
cuftoms ; yet he had propofed it merely with a 
view to give the company all pifjible affiftance. 
This was agreed to. 

On the 3d of May, after Mr. C. Boulton had 
prefented the Eaft India company’s petition, dated 
the 30tli of April, againft the limitation of the 
company’s dividend, there was little elfe In the 
houfc than a feene of altercation and recrimination 
between lord Clive and Mr. Sullivan, and other 
gentlemen concerned in the direftion of the India 
company. But, the commons being refolved into 
a committee of the whole houfe to take into confi- 
deration the affairs of the Eaft India company, lord 
North opened the debate with along fpecch, much 
of which confifted of general reafoning, but co>n- 
tained the fubftance of feveral motions, which were 
to be the bufinefsof the day, His lordfhip, among 
other things, propofed. 


That 



I 5^3 J 

That the court of directors fhould, ia future, ba 
clefted for four years*-, fix members annually ; but 
none to hold their feats longer than for four years. 
That no perfon fliould vote at the cltftlonof the 
dircdlors vs^ho had not pofiefled their (lock twelve 
months# 

That the flock of qualification fliould, inflead of 
500l.be loooh 

That the mayor’s court of Calcutta fhould be 
for the future confined to fmall mercantile caufes, 
to>vhlch only its jurildidion extended before the 
territorial acquifition. 

Then in lieu of this court, thus taken away, a 
new one be eftablifi^ed, confilling of a chief jullicc 

and three puifne judges. ^ 

That thefe judges be appointed by the crown. 
That a fuperiority be given to the prefidency of 

Bengal over the other prefidenclcs in In^a. 

Upon the firft propofuion of the ekaionof the 
direitors for four years, hislordlhip remarked, that 
in the prefent ftate of the company, the gentlemen 
of the direftion were fo fliocked by the ihortnels 
of their term, that if they were willing to come 
into any permanent plan, they could not fee it car- 
ried into execution, f.om the attention they are ob- 
liged to give to caballing for their re-eka^ion. 

^That in regard to the fecond propofuion, he 
rV,n!.aK’the tcL of fix mooths toolhort for a qua- 
Sent VO™ a"wa 

Sg^xtat'S 5“'-.”“}“ 

he .boogh- 

that loool. would be more proper, Rjfpe^ting 
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Refpedi’ng ihc contraftion of the mayor's court, 
he oblervedj it was no more than reducing its jurif- 
dlftion to that circle to which it was accullonied 
b'jforc the great acquilitions were made ; that it 
was a court confiding of merchants and traders, 
and therefore evidently improper for the trial of 
thofe many great and momentous matters which 
now miiil come before it ; that for thelc rc.ilons 
the ercdion of a new judicature was ablblutcly ne- 
cefTary ; that the judges of that court ought cer- 
tainly to be appointed by the king, not only as a 
matter of propriety, but to give a weight and con- 
liqucnce to their dccilions. 

With rcfpctft to the fuperlority to be given to 
one prefidcncy over the reft, it was only to concern 
general afialrs, not mam*rs of internal regulation ; 
but at prefent it was a fyftein of confulion, for ic. 
had been known that one prefulency had been go- 
ing to war with a country power, at the very time 
that another was concluding peace with the fame 
power. A contradi&ion too £>laring to be fup- 
ported. 

His lordfhip further obferved, a regulation would 
be neccliary to oblige the company, whenever they 
received advicts from the governor and council of 
Bengal, to communicate them immediately to the 
trealury, or the fecretarics of ftate, that the public 
might know in what manner their alTairs went on, 
and what neccftitics arofc in RoRgal. 

He remarked, that, although liiefc regulraions 
would go far towards a reformation, yet it was not 
to be expected that the work was to be done ac 
pnee —and over ; on the contrary, that he believ- 
ed Bengal would demand their attention annuallv ; 

that: 
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jtbat a regular and fixed atteiulpn could alone 
fwer the great deni.u'.d there would bo upon con* 
nouling puwur *, but that he doubled not the houfe 

would give it. - , . . 

He noted the nccefTity of obliging the compa- 
ny’s IcTvants to lend home all their fortun' s in the 
Jhips of the company, under hcavy penalties; and 
touched ‘upon the oreatneis of tortu::er> iu qulcltly 
jnade in the Eaft Indies, as milchicvuus to the pub- 

lie good, . . *11 

Lord Clive then got up, and folicitcd the indul- 

oence of the houl'c to a few fr.Gs which had bcea 
partially ftated » and; as he was plead:ng Lr what 
was dearer to him than life, hiS rcjnuatiun, he ho- 
ped the committee would patieniiy hear him. lie 

Then went through one 01 ihi- reports of the Iccret 

committee, and quoted i.-.oie -dhrerent .pallages 
which concerned ht.n. I Ic lordiinp v/.s very par- 
ticular in examining the report •, and, in anlwer to 
thole difierent patTiges which acculed Inrn of ap- 
propriating part <;f 'i.e revenues ot Bengal; he read 
LtLfs of the naholfs leit-r to h.n. as pre iu. n of 
thefeleel committee, of ihe commu..,.., Ic.t t 
the diredors, and hnally the diredors letter of ap- 
probation to him. 1 -lis Inrd'n.p afterwards ob- 
ferved, that trained ina lehoulol war and politics, 
as be had been for twenty ye u-. he was now m the 

fchoolof phdofophv ; and ^ 

he had no doubt ot being e .ry virtuous . d .d. K 

enlarged vety 

directors ; and at.et^ > farmer admi- 

terms.hcunparto ,„j,, 

niarations in .p„ ,i,'.!.nar..t,ement 

company, he de-UeU, - -- abioad 
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abroad was founded upon mifmanagement at homf« 
He then entered very particularly into the malevo- 
lence and artifice of hfs enemies, and, to prove the 
zeal with which one of them attacked him, he read 
part of a converfation between the late depuitjr 
chairman and one of the firlt clerks in the India 
houfe, in which the. late deputy chairman (Sir 
George Colebrook) fays, thefe remarkable words, 
* 1 want to mark the man, (meaning his lordihip). 
Lord Clive proceeded to exculpate himfelf, and 
declared, he went out to India the laft time, pro- 
mifing not to add a (hilling to his fortune, either 
direftly or indireftly, and which he declared 
to God he had religioufly obferved. His lordlhip 
ironically complimented the vaft extent of abilities 
of lord North, in limiting the continuance of the 
territorial acquifitions in the company's poffirdion 
for fix years. He faid, he might call his lordfhip 
the lion of government, and the India company 
the jackall, or lion’s provider ; that he had already 
feized upon three quarters, and no doubt, but 
when the lion had been out hunting, and was re- 
turning hungry, that the remaining quarter would 
be feized alfo ; that he flood there as an indepen- 
dent man, ready to give government every ho- 
nourable afliftance ; that that he would do, and 
farther would not be expefted of him, withrefpeft 
to the Eaft India company *, that he lamented their 
fituation ; that they had long been tampered by 
with quacks, even till they were reduced to an ab- 
folute confumption, and had thrown themfelves 
upon parliament as the only true phyfician that 
could effed: a cure. His lordfhip remarked, that 
for thefe two years paft the direftors, either 

through 
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through ignorance or dehgn, had kept the affairs 
of the company a fecrct ; that they had rioted at 
taverns, diflolved in difiipation and luxury, and 
had venifon, turtle, and other choice viands in and 
out of feafon, with burgundy, claret, and old 
bock i that they entirely neglefted their duty, and 
employed a man to think for them (Mr. Wilks) to 
whom they allowed 400I. per annum, and that many 
of their orders were fo ablurd and contradiftory, 
that their own fervants were almoft juftified in re- 
fufintr obedience to them. I left (continued his 
lordSip; India in January i766,in profound peace, 
and in which it was likely to remain. The ex- 
pence of the military at that time, though he^y, 
Ls nothing equal to what it is now ; I expefted 
it would, inftead of increafing, have been redu- 
ced. Much virulence and malevolence have been 
employed againft me ; and it is with real concern 
I find myfelf reduced to the fad neceflity of being 
theherafd of my own fame. I ^ 

country and that company faithfully ; and, had 1 
been employed by the crown, I Ihould not have 
been in the fituation I am inatptefent , Ifhould 

have been had to fixteen years pall, and 1 mount 
b.=» forerf .0 pbrf fo. «!>“ ■. 

‘"“Mr no. te.; «n c.fy onojo. 

thcf/twelvc months paft i anti .'’0“S ( 

ing fomething of a criminal nature agim 
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The two committees* fir, fccm to Iiave bent the 
whole of their enquiries to the condud of their 
humble fervant the Baron de PLifiey ; and I have 
been examined by the feled committee more lik*e 
a Iheep ftealer, than a member of this houle. 
I am bure, fir, if I had any fore places about me, 
they would have been found ; they have j)robeil 
to the bottom ; no lenient pbifiers have been ap- 
plied to heal : no, fir, they were all of the bliftcr 
kind, prepared with Spaniih ilics and dther pro- 
vocatives. I'he public records have been ran- 
facked for proofs againft me ; and the late deputy- 
chairman of the India company, a worthy mem- 
ber of this houfe, has been very afiiduous in- 
deed, — fo afiiduous in my affairs, that really, fir, 
it appears he has entiiely neglected his own. As 
the heads upon Temple-Bar iiavc tumbled down, 
and no probability of their lacing re})laccd, for 
Jacobitifm feems to be at an end, at Icifi there 
has been great alteration in men’s fentiments 
within thefe ten years. [Here the houfe laughed 
very heartily] I would propofo, fir, that my head, 
by v/ayof pre-eminence, be put upon the middlo 
pole ; and his maiefty having given me thefe 
honours, it is proper they fitould bo fupported : 
what think youthen of my having the late chairman 
«and deputy on each fide? |Here the houfe burfi 
out into applaufe, and remained in one fit of 
laughter for near ten minutos.l 1 will now, fir, fiiy 
a word to the propofed regulations of the noble 
lord: 1 agree with him, fir, that the annual direc- 
tion has beqn in a great mcafiire the caufe c/f the 
great difirefs of the India company, and 1 alfo 
agree, that every proprietor Ihould poflcfs loool. 
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ftoci, and be in pofleffibn twelve montlis before 
he can be qualified to vote. His lordlhip then ex- 
jpatiated on the great temptation in India ; that 
the country had been governed by a fett of boys, 
arid that numberlefs abufes had been committed ; 
that, with rcfpe(ft to the Mottut, he never heai’d 
of it Until kft fummer, when he was in Shrop- 
ftiire ; but though a lum of 5000 1. was of little 
hioment; where the receipts amonuted to four of 
five millions, yet great abufes had been made of 
it j that, as to jaghires, they are as commonly 
given by the princes in that country, as penfions, 
lottery tickets, and other douceurs were by the 
miniftry in this. [The houfe laughed.] 

Mr. Sullivan got up immediately after and de- 
clared, though he and the noble lord were ene- 
mies, and probably would continue fo till the day 
of their deaths, yet he had nc\er puruieJ him 
With the leaft malevolence : that it he had, he 
Ihbuld long fince have mentioned a llippreifion of 
fixteen months corrcfpondence, which had been re- 
peatedly called for by tlic directors, but to this 
moment evaded, and in them it could be proved 
that his lordlhip was the fole'catiieor their prefent 
diftrefsj that he would not h ive nientioaeJ thi-i 
fa£t, but in the Warmth of his temper, when he was 
unjuflly accufed. 

Lord Clive in amd/cr dj. bred, that, on his re- 
turn from India, he gave thoic papers, with 
feveral others, to one Ca-ujdKdl, a Scotch autlior, 
in Queendqiiare, and he had never loon incm troia 
that time to the prefenr. 

General Cainac next flood up and declarea, 
that he never had any oilier obje-fl than the public 

VoL. IV. 3 U 
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good ; and had he embraced every opportunity, 
or not been remarkably moderate, he might have 
had four times the fortune he had ; and that what 
he had was acquired in the military line ; that he 
never was concerned in trade, except in fak, 
which he had only a fmall ftiare of* - 

Mr. Jenkinlbn afterwards got up and vindicated 
the fecret committee. 

The houfe agreed to the motion of lord North, 
and adjourned at half paft eight. 

Thus we iee how lord CUve*s condu£l was level- 
led at, though, as it feemed indire 611 y, called in 
queftion. I'he affair, however, did not reft here j 
for general Burgoyne, who brought up, on the 
10th, the report of the feled committee, after ex- 
plaining the dilagreeable fituation in which he 
ftood, declared, ‘‘ I'hat there were accounts of 
crimes contained in the report which fhocked hu- 
man nature even to conceive : he faid, that he 
^M)lvc•d upon the depoling Surajah Dowlah, and 
bringing about a revolution in favour of Mcer Jaf- 
fier, in the year 1756, to be the origin of all thofe 
fubfc(juent evils, which have operated to the tem- 
porary dillrefs, if not total deft nidion, of the com- 
pany, He enlarged upon the perfidy ufed to bring 
about that revolution ; he ftated the fi^litious trea- 
ty, forged in order to elude the payment of the 
ftipend promifed to Omichund (a black merchant, 
and con&lent of Surajah Dowlah, W'hom lord Clive 
and the fele^l committee in India prevailed upon 
to join in a fcheme to dethrone his matter ;) he ex- 
poled the conduv 51 of lord Clive, in caufing admi- 
ral Warfon's name to be iigned, contrary to the 
fidmiral’s exprefs inclination, to this treaty ; to 
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this he added the demand of the feleft committee 
from the new Nabob of twenty l^cks of rupees for 
their own ufe, above what the fleet and army had 
bargained for : in ftiort, the general went into the 
whole of that infamous tranfadion, and concluded 
by faying, “ That the perfidy ofOmichund was of 
the bfackeft dye ; and as to the proceedings of tlie 
feled committee [^in India] I will allow them to be 
(faid the general irronically) of the whiteft kind." 
The general concluded by propofing the fallowing 
refolutions, and faid, that if they met with the ap- 
probation of the houle, he Ihould move, thatper- 
Ibns who acquired fums of money by prefents, or 
other wife in India (if they acquired fuch fums by 
virtue of their ading in a public capacity) fhould 
make reftitution. 

RESOLUTIONS. . 

I. That all acquifitions made under the influ- 
ence of a military force, or by treaty with foreign 
powers, do of right belong to the ftate, 

II. That to appropriate acquifitions acquired un- 
'dcr the influence of a military force, or by treaty 
with foreign powers, to a private ule is illegal, 

IIL That great fums of money have been ob- 
tained by fuch means from the ibvercign princes 
in India. 

Sir William Meredith next vehemently declaim- 
ed againft the depofing Surajah Dowlah, againll 
the impofition put upon Omichund, and concluded 

'by 
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by faying, that forgery and a revolution, did not 
jcontcnt the gentlemen concerned ; for that, fome 
Jiow or other, this fgene of iniquity enialed in a 
bloody cataftrophe, even in the aliaifination of Su- 
rujah Dowlah ; he therefore concluded, by warmly 
feconding general Burgoyne's refolution. 

The folicitor general, Mr» Wedderburne, next 
fpoke in fayour of lord Clive againft any reftitu- 
tion 5 and concluded by objeding to the terms in 
which the rcfolutlons were couched ; h<^ f^id, the 
Jerips acquiiitions were too general, that the 
word “ ftate’' was equivocal, and that the in- 
fluence of the military force was an indeterminate 
phrafe :** Mr. Wcdvlcrburne, therefore, was fot 
having the order of the day read, and the refolu- 
tion totally fet afidc. 

Mr. Dyfon next fpoke with great good fenfe ; 
he touched upon fome parts of lord Clive’s vindica- 
tion upon a former occalion with delicacy, yet 
with that fatire the fubjed well merited ; he re- 
commended to the houfe the perufal of “ Frafier’s 
Hiftory of Nadir vSiiaw,” wbofe moderation feei^- 
ed, he faid, very fimilar to that of lord Clive’s j 
for Nadir, when at Delhi, only feized qpon the 
treafury, and let the inhabitants remain tax free. 
Mr. Dyfon concluded by laying, that ‘‘ 
thought the terms of the honourable gentleman 
[Colonel Burgoyne] might be more technically 
Mwdedj but that, fooner dian loofe fight of the 
pbjea at which the refolutions aimed, ^ he fhould, 
for his part, give his vote for receiving them in 
the very terms they were couched.;’ 

Lord Clive next arofe and fud, “ That, Jf 
yr’bat he had repeated on a former occafion wou{d 

no^; 
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vindicate his honour and his charaiSer, he fhould 
attempt no further defence of either; hellurred 
over the affaffination of Surajah Dowla, the 
bribing Omichund to betray his friend, the forg^ 
ing admiral Watibn’s name to a fiftitious treaty, 
and, laftly, the deception uled to cheat even 
Ofliichund of the reward agreed to be paid him 
for the villainous proftitution of his faith as a 
friend; his honour, his fentiments, and hisgratw 
tude as a man/* The noble lord chole to con- 
iine himfelf to a trifling charge urged againft him, 
on a former occafion, by Mr, Sullivan, of a 
fuppreflion of fixteen months correfpondence, 
the letters relative to which had, he laid, been 
entrufted with a gentleman in Queen-fqure, [Dr. 
Campbell] a letter from whom he read [being 
much tothe purpofc] wherein the dodor declared 
himfelf ready at' any time to deliver the faid 
letters to the order of lord Clive. 

In anfwer to the circumftahee of the twenty 
lacks of rupees, lord Clive declared, that he 
always difapproved that bufinefs, and that his let- 
ters of that time were in being to ihew it. 

Mr. Cornwall next addrefled the houfe in a fliort 
but fenfible fpeech ; he faid, that the queftion be- 
fore them feemed to be. 

Whether “ any perfon invefted with the public 
authority of the ftate, had a right, under that au- 
thority, to acquire emoluments to himfelf?'* 

Thib Mr. Cornwall faid he fo clearly conceived 
to be contrary to every principle of policy and 
good government, tliat he Ihould ever maintain 
fhe negatiy^. 

Lord 
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I^rd North corroborated this opinion, and eo» 
incided with Mr. Byfcm> That if the >ofolu^ 
lions could not be couched in more technical terms, 
he would, as a member of parliament, give his 
vote for them as they were/* 

Mr, Thurlow, with the manly dignity of a 
nator, and the independence ot an honeft man, 
declared, that, in his opinion, the refolutipns, in 
the words they had been propofed, were trueifms 
fa term peculiar to the houfe of commons] and that 
he would fupport them as fuch. 

Colonel Barre, with great good humour, enter- 
ed into the hiftory of prelents 5 when taken, he faid, 
without confent, they were plunder j when taken 
with confent, they were gifts 5 and when taken 
by connivance, they became inland trade/* — . 
1 he colonel old [as he can tell] a facetious ftory 5 
he faid, ** that there was a governor of Gibraltar, 
who, together with his fecretary, knew how to 
accept prefents; that a body of Jews came, as 
was Guftomary, to make their annual donations, 
but bringing only one thoufand Ihekins, the go- 
vernor declared, that the Jews fhould not have 
audience, as the were fprung from anceftors who 
crucified our Eord and Saviour Jefus Chrift 5 the 
Jews went back difconfolate, and brought two 
thoufand fhekins, they were admitted, and the 
governor faid, poor men, th^y had no hand in 
the crucifixion/' The colonel was for the refolu- 
tions. 

I,ord North, lord George Germaine, Mr. Dun- 
ning, Mr. Dempfter in a qualified fenfe, Mr. 
Oneiy, Mr. Vane, and others, were for the re-' 
lolutions. 


On 
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(P& the 17th, lord North Informed the houfe 
tpat he would prefent the bill for the better regu- 
lation of the affairs of the Eaft India eompany 
this day. He obferved, it would be necel&ry to 
difcharge the order for the confideration of the 
Eaft India affairs, which flood for this day, and 
to poftpono the fame till to-morrow- 
His lordlhip afterwards entered into the com- 
pany’s propofitions which objected to the refolu- 
tions which the houfe had made rcfpedling the 
loan and agreement with government, 

His lordlhip obferved he did not underftand the 
terms upon which they meant to receive the loan: 
he thought thofe that had been propofed by par- 
liament not only fair and reafonable, but even 
ample and munificent. Refolutions (he faid) 
which he thought proper for parliament to come 
to as guardians of the public intcreft. 

'He thought, that the offer made by parliament 
to give up the whole of the produce of the com- 
pany’s territorial revenues for fix years was tho- 
roughly liberal ; if it was not, it was difficult to 
afeertain what was liberal. 


-He apprehended, the loan by the prefent ma- 
nagement of the company’s affairs would be nearly 
paid off in the year 1778 or 1779. He obferved, 
that a great deal had been faid out of doors as 
fcrell as within ; that the reftraining the company 
to fix and feven per cent, dividend was confidcrcd 
as a hardlhip, as not being the true commercial 
dividend of the company. For his part, (his 
lordlhip faid) froni the deepeft attention which he 
had paid to all that had been faid and printed, 

that 
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that fiveti Jer (lent, was the fuU 66ftimfcrciai: 
fit of the company. , " 

Upon the wholes his lordlhip ddfirly prov^y 
that the reftridtions under which they were laid^ 
by the late refolutions fot their dividend^ Wal& 
highly confiftent with the welfarcof the coitman;^y 
and the true intereft of the public. Arid, if par- 
liathcntaftcd different, they would not have be- 
haved as guardians of the public intercfls. His 
lordlhip obferved, that the company had cdiftc td 
parliament as their laft refource ; that, if they 
could poffibiy have found any other relief, they 
would have adopted it. That parliament in fuctl 
diftrefs did not, in his opinion, aft unkindly to- 
wards them- His lordlhip further obferved, that 
in other inftances they reaped no particular favour 
andproteftion of government, for then the cuf-* 
toms and other duties Were due from the company 
to government ; that they had repeatedly applied 
to the treafury to refpitc the debt fo accrued, and 
which was accordingly complied with in fevera! 
inftances, to fums to a confidcrable amount ; and 
as the favour. was likely to be continued till the 
27th of next month, the debt would then be cn- 
creafed to 20o,oool. 

His lordlhip obferved, that, upon thefe and 
other indulgcncies, he might have at leaft eipeft^ 
ed a compliance* in the company with the terms 
and refolutions propofed by parliartient, *in which 
he trufted there was nothirig to be found improper 
or unfair, and he (incerely wilhed the company 
would take another day to conlider of them ; that, 
if the company did not then accept of the loaft 
upon the terms propofed, he hoped, that the in- 

conveniencies 
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^vcnienees that might arife would fall only on 
jHfe who advifed the meafure. 

Y Mis lordfhip then mjved, that the order for 
this day might be read; and being read, it was 
difcharggii the confidcration of India afildrs 
put otf till to-rinorrow* 

The houfe acquiefeed in the noble lord’s argu- 
ments. No perfon replied. 

A petition was afterwards prefented by Mr. 
Douglas, from the Eaft India company, rcquelVmg 
leave to bring in a bill, conformable to the rcgiiLi- 
lions propofed in the petition, which regubtii>ns 
being numerous, they were not read through, but 
Ordered to He* on the table. 

On the i 9 th,^the proceedings of the houfe were 
refumed in regard to lord Clive ; when general 
Burgoyne again expatiated largely upon the cx- 
ceffes and extortions iifed by the commanders and 
others entrufted with authority In Bengal. That 
rapine and plunder had even exceeded the bounds 
of the cruelties of moft ages, till at laft, it pervaded 
the Bririlh name in every adt in which it was con- 
cerned* He difclaimed any partial, any limited 
cenfurc agalnfl: particular perfous; but that thebu- 
finefs of his enquiry was firft to ftate the fatfts, and 
afterwards come to the conclufion to whom they 
might be applied. That the refoluiions which had 
palled th6 other evening had been found fault 
vviih, as being too comprehenfive and undefined ; 
that for Ins part he thought that the refolutions had 
better be extenfive than not, as the houle would 
then be at liberty to apply any part of them to 
particular perfons or ciioumllanccs ; that he laid 
it down as a fundamental principle and rule, that 

Voi. IV. 3 ^ 
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it was impoffible for any man, afting under the 
thority of the public, to acquire any thing 
himlelf, I'hat when the refoKitrbn is once agreed? 
on, the houfe will naturally cry out, Who are 
the perfons, and what arc the circumftances I 
hope to be able (continued the general) to biing 
proof fufficient both to find the faft and charge 
the perfon. He obferved, that deaths had re- 
moved fome of thefe perfons out of the way, 
but that the houfe would be* able to judge what 
would be done with their efictSls. That thofe 
eficcis he obferved, were now in the pofiefiion of 
innocent men, but this muft entirely reft upon the 
future clemency of the houfe. He then called the 
attention of the houfe to the melancholy hiftory 
of thofe times in which the revolution took place. 
He deferibed the caufc of each revolution, and 
the diftrefs that the nabobs of that country fuf-‘ 
fered from the unpardonable tranfaftions of the 
Britiih commanders in India. He laid the chief 
ftrefs upon the revolution of Meer Jaffier in 1757, 
and tiiat every other fubfequent revolution had 
been juftified upon the fame principle and the fame 
ground. He then read part of a treaty made 
with Surajah Dowlah, in order to prove that the 
commanders In chief had endeavoured to break 
through the treaty in every inftance, particularly 

by the attack made on Chandanegore. 7 'ho 

general afterwards proceeded to inform the houfe 
in wljat manner the confent of the council was 
obtained for the violation of this treaty, and 
linoerely lamented the diftance of that country, 
with regard to the company's dirc^^dions being re- 
ceived by their officers 'and difobeyed. That the 

deter- 
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fiiemiinaiion of that council compofed of lord 
^ive, major Kilpatrick, Mr. Drake, Mr. Watts, 
and another, operated by the moft fingle mino- 
rity, exercifing the authority of a majority. By 
the-‘ admirable dexterity of lord Clive, t\vO were 
determined a majority in five. A mode of cal- 
culation hitherto unknown. He deiired the houfe 
to confider, that, if thefc dccilions were to take 
place, how eafy it was for this nation to lie at the 
mercy of the whim, the caprice, or ambition of 
the prefident and council of Bengal. He obferv- 
ed, that lord Clive hadlhewn talents of every kind 
in the cabinet as well as the field. He then in- 
formed the houfe of the different fums of money 
each revolution coftj and tint whenever the com- 
mander in chief or council wanted a revolution, 
they foon difeovered the necefiity of one, 'rhey 
foon found it nccefiary to rcftorcMeer laffier ; and 
though no proof can be imnaediately produce d, 
that the fums of money as bribes were propoied 
and received before the revolution in his favour, 
yet upon the offer being made, they- refufod the 
lame with thefe words, “ that, when you thall be 
thoroughly feated on the throne, we On! I then be 
willing to receive your favours.*' — He then en- 
tered into the report that was made after the re- 
volution of Surajah Dowlah, that that which 
was tranfmitted to the diredors at home was a 
piece of perfidious, cruel enquiry, not to lie 
equalled by the inquilition of Portugal. He 
obferved, that the letter which conraineii the 
above, dated September 30, 1765, difgraces one 
of the abloft pens that ever was employed, through 
the virulence with which it was written ^ tint the 
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Wtal fums received in prefents- from 1757 to f 
^mounted to 2,169,555!. exclugve of the jagbire^ 
that the reftitution mon^y upwards of 
3,000,000!. . • ; 

He obferyed, that many perfohs talked much 
of taking up acquifiuons of fo long paft as fixteon 
years 5 but, he apprehended rio time, however dif- 
tant,- Ihould difcourage an enquiry into robbery, 
po time too ]ate to punifh the oflender. He ob- 
ierved, that it had been faid abroad, that the 
company had always been acquainted with the dif- 
ferent prefcnts received; by lord Clive, and that the 
relpedtive fums were known to them j that he, for 
his part, wiftied to find it fo > bgt,that the only traces 
which appeared to him were contained in a letter 
to them frpm lord Clive, acknowledging that he 
had made an ample fortune. He doubted not, 
however, but the various eminent fervices pleaded * 
by his lordfliip would be amply rewarded by a 
generous nation. He then drew a contraft between 
the different charaders of general Lawrence, Sir 
William Draper, colonel Monfon, as not having 
acquired to tnemfelves large fortunes by their 'emi- 
nent fervices ; and the prefent efleemed opinion 
his lordfliip was in wdth the world, with regard to 
the immenfe acquilitions w hich he had obtained 
for his owm ufe. He then fpoke, much in fevour 
of the impartial condufl of the feleif committee, 
and that this bgfinefs, in which the houfe was pro- 
ceeding in, was an aift of national juflice; and he ' ' 
doubted not, but the whole-world would fee, that 
this houfe, however vilified and abufed without,, 
had in it men w^'hofe principles were juft, and in 
whom particles of that vital fire, wdilch ought to 
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^very friend to his country, would flill.^ 
ami,-, when the juftice and dil'cipline of the houfct 
demanded it. That he did not wifh to plunder or 
Iteke every thing irqm thofe who had rendered 
eminent fervices to their country, but, he wKhed to 
leave them fuch rewards a? a generous nation ought 
to give. told the houfe, that he fuppoiiid a 
bill for reftitution from private ellates, who have 
received money unwarrantably, would be the 
confequential relult of the refoluiions, when palTed j 
that this money ill propofed to give to the Eaft 
India company, "difoharge of their debts. He 
dbferved, that the rewards given by this intended 
bill would be the fame as given at the time the 
fervices were performed ; and it would be more 
for the honour of the man to poflefs a fmall lhare 
of that which he now has, when given as a re- 
ward by his country, than the immenfe wealth 
which he has unwarrantably acquired } and when 
reftitution is once made, he thought that all odium 
Ihould ceafe. He then proceeded to ftate his mo- 
tion, relative to the receipt of fixteen lacks of ru- 
pees, and the 30,000!. per year jaghire by lord 
Clive, He read his motion, but did not make it, 
as Sir Richard Sutton got up, and objeaed to the 
mode in which the evidence upon the report had 
been extorted and forced from lord Clive, in an 
unufal and improper manner. 1 his created a long 
debate, or rather convcrlation, upon a point of or- 
der, whether the evidence which general Bur- 
goyne had moved to be read, ought to be admiN 
ted by the houfe as conclufivcs the houfe having 
had an opportunity of hearing it viva vcce> 
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The folicltor general, Mr. Wedderburne,Vfii 
favour of lord Clive, argued, I'hat there wert 
Ibme, indeed many fituations, wherein the receipt 
of prefents was jultifiable upon every principle of 
dilintereded integrity. In tliis propofitioii Mr, 
Wedderburne wa^, doublefs right ; the only queftion 
was, Whether the prefents received by lord Clive 
were accepted under fuch circumftances as could 
• render their receipt perfedly juftifiable ? Mr. 
Wedderburn alTcrtecl, that they were received un- 
der fuch clrcuftances ; he therajfce contended in 
favour of lord Clive^ and large^ expatiated upon 
tlic obligations the nation owed hihi. 

Mr. Wedderburne then ftarted the following 
objedion : he fiid, that for parliament to accufe 
a man of any fpecies of delinquency, upon the 
report made by a committee, was to accufe hln't 
without competent evidence. lie urged many 
arguments in favour of this portion, and parti- 
cularly referred to the grounds upon which the 
feletfl and focret committees were Inflitiited ; 
“ they uerc, he faid, to examine and cmjuire 
into the ftate of the Eaft India company’s affairs; 
but behold they had tumbled upon certain delin- 
quencies committed by certain fuppofed delin- 
quents, whom they were now inviduully propofing 
to have prnillicd-” 

Lord Ciivc himfed dcLnded his own condikd: 
with feme degree cf fnirit: he faid, “ that tliO. 
party at the India hoi;* e mofl forward in acci.jjng, 
had the moit mrvard in employing him on 
every alfiT wherein tlvy now contordc'l he had 
aOievlaniif^. He rccaoitulatv-d the many great and 
f.tuationbin winch i:e had been placed, mid 

appealed 
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jipLcaled to the feelings of every perfon in the 
l;,^3are, whether he could, confiftent with his owa 
ind the, company’s welfare, have taken a part 
different from that he embraced r” His lordihip 
concluded by mentioning the diipofition (rf Surajah 
Dowlah, and the fictitious treaty drawn up in or- 
der to deceive Omichund : “ the latter, laid his 
lordihip, has teen called forgery, and taking it 
up on this grounds I have laid before, [in his exa- 
mination before the felecff committee] and 1 defire 
the houfe to take notice I now fay again, that, if 
the whole tranfaflion was to be repeated, I would 
again ad over what the gentlemen are pleafed to 
term forgery or fidion ; for fo far, continued his 
lordihip, am I from repenting the part I took in 
that revolution, that I glory in it, as an ad CA'ery 
way conformable to my duty as a ferv ant of that 
company, whole exiftence was preferved by the 
very means I am now about to be ceniured for 
adopting/^ 

I'his debate lafted till eleven, and lord Clive’s 
rpeech met with the general approbation of the 
whole houfe, and many members exprefied their 
concern at his lordlhip’s difagreeable fituation, and 
their hearty abhorrence of the unmerited acrimony 
with which he was treated. 

It is very ncccilary to obferve on this occa- 
fion, that the doubts rcfpedlng the adiniilion of 
the reports of ihe fclcd committee as coir.pctcnt 
cyidi-ncc, whereon to ground any judicial pro- 
ceedings of parliament, irufirated the plan of 
General Burgoync and his friends. It was im- 
poffiblc to proceed to parliamentary ccnfurcs, 
previous to parliament’s having determined, that 



t 5*4 1 

tlie faSs which called for fuch cenfures were cotil^ 
potently proved ; and if one was to frame a judg-s 
ment of the difpolition of the houfe from the ex-^ 
prefEohs which fell from the lips of that party iq; 
whom the fmiles or frowns of a minifter are equal? 
ly indiffereht ; if, I fay, one was to judge of the 
temper of the houfe by fuch rules, it muft be 
confefled, it appeared averfe to admitting the re- 
ports of the committee, as competent evidence 
whereon to proceed . 

On which fide foever a member embarked, the 
difficulties were infupcrable. ^ 

Thofemoft inclined to favour Lotd Clive ; thofe 
who thought the tranfaftions he was about to be 
cenfured for were not of an atrocious nature ; fuch 
fpurned at the evidence offered, not deeming it 
tantamount to a proof of guilt ; they (hewed an 
abhorrence to the term ‘ criminality,’ and took 
every occafion to foften the appellation, by the 
more favourable terms of ‘ policy,’ ‘ critical nc- 
ceffity,’ and ^ the urgent occafion of the mo- 
ment.’ A pleafing latitude of interpretation was 
alfo readily adopted by this party ; admitting the 
fafts tobeflatcd in the reports, and allowing the 
competency of the evidence in proof of fuch rafts, 
were they crimes of that nature as to deferve par- 
liamentary cenfure ? Did not the occafion juftify 
the expedient ? And was not the expedienr, in- 
llead of being a proof of villainy in thofe who 
adopted ir, r.ither a proof of their extenfive dif- 
cernnient and political fagacity ? And ought d 
man, placed by a feries of contingencies, in fo 
critical a fituation, that nothing but the expedient 
adopted could poflibly extricate him With life, 

ought 
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he tf> be cenfured for making ufe of fncli 
expedient ? Applying this to the cifc of Lord 
jCiive, and that deceptious treaty wkh Oniichund, 
'Which in other circumftances would have been 
culpable as to merit fomething more than cenfurc; 
yet^ circumftanced as things were, it was an ex- 
pedient fuggefted byneceffity, and juftitiable up- 
on that principle. 

There was another party in the houfe, who 
feemed todook upon - the whole tranfadtion be- 
tween Omichund and Lord Clive as a trial of 
jkilL Omichund was f;micd for being the mod 
dexterous villain in Afia, yet an honclt Englifh- 
mah could outwit him at chicanery. Let, there- 
fore^ this party (eemed to fay, ‘ let the hero (it 
(as eafy as the feat will permit him) in the trium- 
phal car of knavery, for having beaten the prince 
of villains at his own weapons.' 

Even the third party, who furveyed the crimi- 
nals with every emotion of horror, and wilhed to 
have the crimes feverely punillied ; even they 
could not injuftice admit the validity of the evi- 
dence. If parliament fteps afide to affume the ju- 
dicial power, can parliament admit evidence inad- 
mifEble in our courts of judicature ? Parliament 
IS the grand inqueft of the nation ; could the 
grand inqueft of a county admit the report 
of men received at fecond hand from witneiies, 
when the vi'va ^coce teftimony of thcle witneffes 
might with cafe be obtained ? The greater the 
charge of criminality, the greater Ihould rhe cir- 
cumfpeftion be about the perfedt legality and ade- 
quate competency of the evidence produced in 
proof of the charge. The witneffes had been ex- 

VoL, IV, 3Y amined 
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amined perhaps on only one iide of the queftlon, 
perhaps with a view of difcoverirjg proofs of the 
cqmmiflion of crimes. Should not thefe evidences 
be contrafted with others ? Ought they, not to 
undergo a crofs examination ? And as the whole 
houfe became judges in the caufe, fufely each 
judge ought to hear the teftimony, and determine 
by circumftances of the veracity of the teftiiier. 
How, without this, could a man lay his hand to 
his .heart, and fay, that ^ inforo confiientia/ the 
culprits flood convifted ? 

Thera was alfo another circnmftance which en- 
hanced the difficulty. Lord Clive had made a 
voluntary confeffion to the members of the felefl: 
committee of every minute circumflance relative 
to the prefents received ; the revolution effeded ; 
and the expedients adopted to effeft it. Would 
Jhe, or any man have riiadc this voluntary confef* 
fion if ho had thought the matters confelTed would 
be hereafter charged againft him as crimes ? 
Ought fuch confeffion to bc admitted ? The crL 
minal law determines upon the illegality of fuch 
evidence ; our courts of judicature difclaim con- 
feffion as matter of evidence againft the party ac- 
cufed : it is ground for enquiry, but none for 
convidtion. Can parliament, then, admit ftich 
evidence, even if defirous of convidting ? Yet 
the confeffion of Lord Clive ftands upon the re-, 
port of the feledl committee. Ought this to be 
admitted to be read before the houfe againft him- 
felf? 

Such was the forcible and Variegated light in 
which the queftion concerning the incompetency 
pf.the evidence was viewed, This is thrown out 

tQ 



^ r 527‘ ] 

te Cotivi'na^ the public, that it was hot a qneftioh 
tif trivial concern, it bore a ferious and confe- 
^buential afped ; for as national juftice cannot too 
’ieverely punifll national delinquents, fo the clear, 
■politive, and legal prcifof adduced in fapport of 
the commiffion of fuch delinquencicis cannot be 
too nicely fifted into. 

The people are now informed of the real 
grounds upon which the houfe proceeded ; and 
the above-Hientioned objedions to the * admilE- 
bility of the report of the feled eonlfnittee as 
competent evidence’ gave rife to the motion made 
by Hans Stanley, arid fecorided by Mr/Byng, 
that * ’Mr. Becher, and feveral other eviderices 
examined before the felcd committee, fliould at- 
terid the houfe the aiftj in order to deliver in 
their refpedive evidence at the bar of the houfe. 

Accordingly Richard Becher, William Bright- 
well Sumner, Charles Manningham, William 
McGuire, Efquires, and Captain Brereton, at- 
tended to deliver their refpedive evidences at the 
bar of the houfe, Mr. Becher was tlie firft and 
only evidence called in ; he delivered his teftimo- 
ny with that pcrfpicuity, and fpoke to fads with 
that precifenefs, that the houfe feemed pcrfedly 
fatisfied as to the truth of thofe particulars, which 
Mr. Becher was called upon to prove. 

The debates then commenced, and continued 
with great warmth until ten o’clock, when Gene- 
ral Burgoyne propoled the following refolution : 

^ That the Right Hon. Robert Lord Clive, 
Baron of Plaffey, in the kingdom of Ireland, in 
confequence of the powers veiled in him in India, 
had received, at various times, prefents of feveral 

lacks 
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lacks of rupees, amounting to the futtt of two 
hundred and thirty-four thoufand pounds fterling ; 
to the dilhonour and detriment of the ftate/' 

*Sir William Meredith warmly fcconded this rc- 
folution, and fpoke fo as to gain the repeated ap- 
plaufes of the houfe. 

Hans Stanley propofed ftriking out the word 
detrimental,’ and inferring the words * to the 
evil example of others.’ ' 

This gave rife to frefh debates, and General 
Burgoyne again arofe to defend the words of his 
refolution ; he fpoke with manly energy, land 
pleaded the caufe' of juftice with the dignity of a 
fenator, and the perfualive eloquence of an honeft 
man he was averfe to giving up one tittle he 
contended for ; and, affertinghis refolution to be 
founded on truth, he was inflexibly tenacious of 
her rights. 

Mr. Rofc Fuller fpoke like what he is, an old, 
honeft, independant veteran of integrity. 

Lord North fpoke much in favour of General 
Burgoyne. 

’ The houfe was left fitting at half after eleven 
o’clock, and the debates at that hour were expeft- 
ed to continue mnch longer upon the queftion, 
whether Lord Clive received his prefents, * to the 
detriment of the ftatc, or to the evil example cf 
others/ or whether the refolution Ihould ftand 
fimpiv, ‘ that be had received fuch and fuch pre- 
fents,’ 

General Burgoyne declared, ‘ that, if his re- 
folution paired, he fliould propofe one relative to 
the noble lord’s jaghire/ 

Similar 
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• Similar rclbludons were expeded to pals rdsh 
jiye to Meffts. Sumner, Verelft, Leicefter, and 
(^Dtl^ersa 

. Previous to the above proceedings, General 
Tfeurgoyne.exprcffed hitufclf to the following pur- 
port : 

Mr. Speaker, I muft obferve, that a principal 
part of the charge againft the noble lord behind 
me turns, upon the tranfadlions of the feleft com- 
mittee, and, for making this charge good, it is 
abfolutely neceffary to call in and examine fuch 
'perfons whofe.fituation gave them opportunities 
of knowing the truth, as plainly appeared by the 
xeports of your committees ; among thefe, fir, Mr. 
Bccher is one, whofe examination is in this light 
.neceflary, and who, I Ihould therefore wife, was 
Veiled. in : the points upon which his examination 
fhould turn, is the conditions upon which the 
.revolution in Bengal was efledled. 

. [Mr. Bccher, after a flight debate, called in.] 

Several queftions were put to him, and after 
them the following : * When the revolution in 
Bengal was reiblved to be a meafure neceflary to 
the welfare of the company’s affairs by the feleil 
.committee, did the feledt committee, after fuch 
refolution, declare, that they would not agree to 
the meafure, unlefs prefenis were made to them 
of two and twenty lacks of rupees, or thereabouts, 
,in conllqucnce of it ?’ 

Solicitor General. That queftion, Mr. Speaker, 
would agree better with the conftitution of the In- 
quifition, than with that of this houfe : it is im- 
. poffible it Ihould be put ; becaufe the anfwer may 
vtend to cftablilh a criminality not in the noble lord 

only , 
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6hlyj on whofe account conunon fenfe is fo miich 
to be put to the rack, but likewife that of the 
witnefs himfelf. And this in general will be the 
cafe with examining wifnelTcs fo deeply Cdncerhcd 
in the merit of the ttanft&ions which are at pre^ 
fent judging. ‘ 

(Witnefs ordered to withdraw, which he did 
at four o’clock.] 

Attorney General. I cannot fubfcfibe to the 
opinion laid down by my learned friend ; for if 
we are not to examine the perfons who from their 
fituations cati alone give us information, and if 
we are not to afk fuch queftions at the cafe de- 
mands, to what purpofe* is any enquiry before 
us ? 

Solicitor General. The plain faft, and . thij 
prafticeof all the courts with which I have been 
converfant, is the beft anfwcr to that imaginary 
difficulty : Why afk queftions to prove guilt 
in the noble lord, which, if the anfwers do prove 
it, ,mnft prove equal guilt in the witnefs ! Why 
not alk the fame queftions of witnefles not In re- 
fponfible offices, who might know thefe fafts, 
but not be guilty of them ? 

Sir George Savillc. I take this principally to 
be a qiieftion not concerning the eligibility of Mf* 
Becher to be a witnefs at all, becaiile vve have be- 
gun his examination, and there would be much 
impropriety in then determining that his examina- 
tion is of no value ; but the point which alone de- 
mands attention is, whether he fliall be afkcd 
queftions, the anfwers to which muft condemn 
himfelf — Now, this is fo contrary to law — to 
fon — to common fenfe, and the practice of this 

houfc, 
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houfc, th^t Lam amazed it can Be made a matter 
of debate ; the queftion put to the witnefs was 
fuqh a one as ought not to be put ; k was fuch a 
qnc as he could not anfwer. 

[.At half an hour 'after five Mr. Becher was 
again called in and examined.] 

At three in the morning of the izd, the Houfc 
of Commons ftill remained in warm debate on 
the motion of Colonel Burgoyne. 

At length a motion was made, < That the faid 
Robert Lord Clive, in fo doing, abufed the 
powers with which he was intruded, to the evil 
example of the fervants of the public.' It paffed 
in the negative, without a divifion. 

Another motion wis then made, ‘ That Robert 
Lord Clive did at the fame time render great and 
meritorious fervices to this country, which was 
carried without a'ldivifion,’ Thus ended the great 
bufinefs about Lord Clive, which held till five 
o’clock this morning. 


Lord Clive’s Speech to the Houfe ©f Commons, 
Mr, Speaker, 

After rendering my country the fervices which 
I think, I may, without any degree of vanity, 
claim the merit of ; and after having nearly ex-, 
haufted a life full of employment, for the public 
welfare, and for the particular and advantageous 
emolument of the Eaft India company, I little 
thought tranfaftions of this kind would have agi- 



[ 53* J 

tated the miuds of my countrymen in fuch proceed- 
ings as thel'e, tending to deprive me not only of 
»iy property, and the fortune which 1 have fairly 
acquired, but of that which I hold more dear to 
me — my Honour and my Reputation. I'he houfe 
will not think me, I hope, fraught with any de- 
gree of vanity, when I repeat again, that 1 have 
done fervices to my country. T muft now beg 
leave to fay a few words relative to the prefents 
which I am charged with receiving unwarrantably. 
I muft beg leave to obferve to the houfe, that pre- 
fents were allowed and received from the earlieft 
time of the dire<?^ion. I'hey have continued to bo 
received uninterruptedly for the fpace of r 5 oyears 5 
and men, fir, who have fat ifi the diredfion them- 
folve«;, have at feveral times received prefents. 
This the direction muft know ; but I am firmly of 
opinion, that in honourable cafes, prefents are not 
improper to be received ; but when for diihonoura- 
ble purpofes, then, fir, I hold them to be highly 
improper. 

In the early period of my life, my labours were 
without emoluments or laurels, and I hope the 
houfe cannot think, but that I ought to be reward- 
ed for my fervices to my country in the latter part 
of it. \Vhcn I w\ns employed by the company, 
iheir alTairs abroad were in a condition much to be 
lamented. Misfortunes attended them in every 
part of their fettlements, and the nabobs looked 
with a Jealous eve upon the final! privileges Jijid 
pofteftions they then enjoyed ; and though Imall, 
in danger every day of being wrefted from them. 
Fear, and weaknefs of power, fought It^r protec- 
tion from the dangers that furrounded them. In 
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tlik critical fituation I was called forth, and It plea- 
fed God to make Me the inftrument of their deli- 
very, In the various battles and attacks in which 
I was employed, I had the good, fortune to lucceed ; 
nor were luch fchenies or undertakings entered up- • 
on without the previous provocation of the country ■ 
powers. I'he treachery of Surajah Dovvla was for 
ever in our eye, and his perfidy was never at red ; 
nor did we attack Chandanagore till the treaty on 
his behalf was firft violated, After thefe conquefis, 
fir, and acquifitions gained for the company, I re- 
turned home. They approved, in the higlieft de- 
gree, of what I had done 5 and as a token of their 
approbation, they prefented me with a rich fwvud 
fet with diamonds. This certainly, fir, was no 
mark of their opinion that I had either violated 
treaties, or difobeyed their orders. Nor did their 
commendation and good opinion of my fervices 
terminate here. As foon as troubles broke out in 
that country, and when the news of the terrible 
difafter of the taking of Calcutta from us arrived 
to the ear of the company, they immediately fent 
to me, and requefted that I would go once more 
to India to proted and fecure their poirefiions ; — 
that my prefence would alone effea it *, and they 
ihould reft fecured, through the good opinion they 
had of me, that fuccefs would accompany me ; and 
that I fhould be the means of putting their affairs 
again in a profperous fituation. I did hot hefitate a 
moment to accept the offer. I went abro.ul, re- 
folving not to benefit myfelf one linglc lliiliiag at 
my return ; and I ftrI 6 ily and religiously adhered 
to it. When I arrived there, I fubdued Angria, a 
very powerful prince. I retook Calcutta w’th an 
VoL. IV. 3 Z incon* 
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inconfidcrable army. Surajah Dowla had at all 
times betrayed a difpofition to break the treaty ; 
and when an army was lent under the command of 
Monfieur 'Dupre, which might have proved fat:il 
to us, Ido not heftatc to fay, that we bribed the 
general of that army, who immediately wrote to 
the nabob to k^t hin) know that the bngliih were 
invincible ; and upon a fecond rtqueft from the 
nabob to Monlieur Dupre, that he would march 
with his army and deltrcy the Hnglifn, his anfvver 
was couched in the fame terms. He faid, that he 
always found the Englilh invincible, and it wou'd 
be the heighth of imprudence to hazard an attack. 
By fuch means, and by this lhatagem, we fuc- 
ceeded. We foon difcoveretl that the nabob, Sii- 
rajah Uowlah, was fo turbulent and rcfllefs, that 
he only waited for the departure of the fleet to de- 
molifli the Englilb. Cut as treaclierous men aie 
too apt to have men of the famt caft and difpofi- 
lion about them, the nabob w^as not wantipii: of 
fuch companions. One Omichund, his confiden- 
tial fervnnt, as he thought, tolci hi> mailer of an 
agreement made between the Englilh and Monfieur 
Duffc*, to attack him, and lecclvcd for that advice 
a turn no Ids than lour Inckv of rupees, binding 
this man to be the confidential iVrvanr, in whom 
the nabob entirely trull ed, it toon became our objecfl 
to conlidcr him as a moll material engine in the 
intended revolution. We therefore, made Inch an 
agreement as was neccflhry for the purpote, and 
entered into a treaty with him to falisfy his de- 
mands: When all lhiiv',s were prepared, and the 
evening cf the event was apptdnted, Omichund 
informed Mr. Waits, v.Iio v.as at the court of the 

nnbubj 
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tkfit he infidcd upon thiity licks of riipcc*>|j 
and five per ceiu.^ upon all ihj tioilare that was 
found ; that unlcfs that was imnud\:;.ly compiled 
with, he would difcloi'e the whole to the nabob ; 
and that Mr. Watts, and the two other Entrjilh 
gentlemen th^n at the court, flvmld be cut oS' be- 
fore the morrow. Mr. Watts, imau'dlitcly on 
this information, difpauhcd an exprefs to me at 
the council. I did not helitate to find out a firata- 
gem to favc the lives of thefc pcopde. 

For this purpofc we iupicd anocher treaty. The 
one was called the red, the oth . m* the white treaty. 
I’his trenty wasligned by every one, except admi- 
ral Watfon ; and I lliouKl ha.'^o conll.iered myf-.lt 
fufficicntly auihoriiid to have put his name to ir^ 
bv 'the converfation I had with him. As to tlu 
j)-rf)n who fip;ned admiral VVatfoa’s name to the 
treaty, whether he did it in hi, prefcnce, or nor, I 
cannot fay, but this 1 know, that he fhougiit ho 
had fulllcient authoiity for fo doing. This treaty 
was immediately lent ro (')michunii, who did not 
fufpecd the firatagern. 'I'lv* event tv)ok place, and 
fucccls atteivic J it ; and ilie Iioufc,- 1 am fully per- 
suaded, will agree \v:rh me, that when the exig- 
ence of the company \\.i> ..I Hike, and the lives of 
three people id p.rocaihnnl) fuuitod, and fo cer- 
tain of being defir'p;‘‘d, th :t it was a matter of 
true policy and of jiililce lo Joeeive fo great a vil- 
lain. I liavvi in my hand, in*, a letter ligited by 
admiral Watfon, Meuils. iVl iUuingb vUi, XV.vrs, <\e. 
which I apprehend will cirry avlmiral \\ adoif s 
thorough a’ppro'oai.o.'i <>i ; ;o.)'eeJings of the re- 

volution, and of the nivan^ b) v.'U.eh it w'ls ()o- 

lained 
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tamed. [His.lordfhip then read the letter, which 
conveyed admiral Watlbn’s full approbation.] 
Now, fir, great as my fortune is, (and which 
bears no proportion to what 1 might have made) 
yet, to ihew that I did not harrals, or lay under 
contribution thofe whom 1 had conquered, for my 
own emolument, I can tell this houle, that neither 
I, nor any one in my army, received a fixpence 
from the inhabitants of Muxadabad. My jaghire 
was not received till 1759, though it had been re- 
ported, I received it at the revolution in 1757. 
I muft beg leave to mention, another circumftance 
to this houfe ; that upon thefe troubles, the Dutch 
were encouraged by the nabob to enter the coun- 
try with feven fhips, and a vaft army. I did not 
helitate a moment to give them battle, and in 
twenty-four hours 1 dcitroyed every Ihip they had; 
and their whole army, was cither killed, wounded*, 
or taken prifoners, At this time, the Dutch had 
moft of my money, and in this inftanee, I think, 

I Ihev^ed a zeal for the honour and interefi of the 
company, fuperior to every other objed, even of 
mv own concern. 1 muft now beg leave, to read 
to the houfe two letters from the court of directors 
to myfelf, containing their approbation of the re- 
volution in Bengal. I'hcfe letters, fir, came not 
thrcjugh the common cliannel of add refs to the 
governor and council, but were directed to my- 
Icif. [His, lordfnip then read the letter, which 
contained indeed the moft full and iatisfaeftory 
approbation of what Is termed in one of the 
letters “ the late glorious and profitable revolu- 
tion.”]— Thefe, fir, are furely lufiicient certifi- 
cates of my behaviour, and of the proceedings of 
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that revolution j and whatever the houfe may 
think of them, will remain an evcrUfting appro- 
bation of my cundud from thofe perlons who alone 
employed me, and whole fervant 1 was. Nay, 
fir, there are even thofe in the grave, who, if 
they were alive would teftify my fcrviccs. A late 
minifter (lord Chatham) whofe abilities have been 
an honour to his country, and whom this houfe will 
ever, revere, will, I am fure, come to your bar, 
and ncit only tell you how highly lie thought of 
my fervices at that time, but alfo what his opinion 
is now. I am, however, fure, that 1 lliall have 
juftice done me by the enquiry of thofe men who 
are likely to be appointed to goto India to regulate 
the alfairs of that country, d'hen, lir, may come 
from that part of the world, a full jiftilication of 
my condut'i. • Here I muft beg kavc to rc.id a 
part of my late fpeech. [Here his lordiii'p read a 
part of a IcUer and of his late fpecch, made on the 
30th March 1772, fiating the acquifuions he had 
obtained f)r the company and the public.] — After 
thefc fervices 1 thought at leaft I might have en- 
joyed my fortune uninterrupted, and unenvied by 
thofe not fo rich as uiyfeif. [Hero his lordlliip 
then read another letter from the company which 
contained in a fironger manner than any of the 
preceeding ones, a full and ample co;r.n;cnd:itioii 
and approbation of all his proceeding's : this letter 
was tiirerded to his lordiliip, and dated the 4t]i of 
March 1767.] 

Upon my arival, fir, in England a fecond time, 
a committee of the dircv^dors waited upon me, to 
delire to know when I would receive the congra- 
tulations of the direddiun. I accordingly waited 

upon 
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upon them at their court in Leadenhall-ftrect ; and 
the chairman, at a very full court, addreflcd me 
in' the words contained in this letter (which his 
lordlhlp read.) Thefe, fir, were circumfianccs 
certainly that gave me a full fatisfadion , and a 
ground to think that my condu^, in every in- 
Itance was approved of. After fuch certificates as 
thefe, fir, am I to be brought here like a criminal, 
and the very beft parts of my conduct confirued 
into crimes againft the fiate? Is this the reward 
th at is now held out to perfons who have perform- 
ed fuch important; ferviccs to their country r If it 
is, fir, tlie future confequences that v/ill attend the 
execution of any important trufi, committed to the 
perfons who have the care of it, will be fatal in- 
deed ; and I am fure the noble lord upon the Trea- 
fury bench, whofc great humanity and abilities I 
rever, would never have confented to the rcfolu- 
tions that pafied the other night, if he liad thought 
on the dreadful coni'equences that would attend 
them. Sir, I cannot lay, that I either fit or reft 
e.ify when I find by that exteniive refolution, tliat 
all I have in the world is confifeated, and that no 
one will take my fecurity for a fliilling. Thefe, 
fir, are dreadful apprehcnfions to remain under^ 
and 1 cannot look upon myfelf but as a bankrupt. 
Nothing my own, and totally unable to give any 
fjourity vvliile thele rofoluiiono are pending. Such, 
(ir, is the ikiiation 1 am in. 1 have not any thing 
left which 1 can call my own, except my paternal 
fortune of five hundred pounds per annum, and 
which has been in the fitmily for many ages paft. 
But upon this I am content to live, and perhaps I 
lhall find more real content of mind and happinefs, 

than 
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than in the trembling afflutnce of an unfettled for- 
tune. But, lir, I muft make one more observa- 
tion, that if the definition of the honourub' ^ gen- 
tleman (general Burgoyne) and of this houfe, is, 
that the itite, as exprelicd in thele resolutions, is, 
ad hvCy the compainy, then, fir, c/cry farthing 
that 1 enjoy is granted to me. But to be called, 
after lixteen years have elapfod, to account fijr my 
c ondui^'t in this manner, and after an unintcrniptsd 
enjoyment of my property, to have been quelVion- 
ed and conlidered as obtaining it unwarrantably, 
is hard indeed ! and a treatment^! ihould not think 
the Britilh fenate capable of. Rut if it fhould be 
the cafe, I have a confeious innocence within me, 
that tells me my conduft is irreproachable. Ff'an^as 
mn fle^fes. 

d'hey may take from me what I have j they 
may, 'as they think, make me poor, but I will be 
happy j I mean not this as my defence, though I 
have done for the prefent. My defence will be 
made at the bar ; and before I fit down, I have 
one requeft to make to the houfe, ‘‘ that when 
they come to decide upon my honour, they will not 
forget their own."' 

Now that the noble lord had triumphed over all 
his accufers and enemies in th« fenate, and fecured 
his immenfe acqulfitions againft all the efforts of 
combined virulence and. indignation ; his plan was 
to finilb on the fight of Clermont's ruins, the new 
trophy of his tafte and fumptuoulhcfs, and to make 
in the houfe of commons a formidable party, tom- 
pofed of creatures intrudcil mro the legiilaiure, 
with the engines of corruption and bribery, on 

condition 
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condition of paflive obedience to the dldat"S of 
their leader. 

The following is an exaft copy of one of his lord- 
fliip’s agent’s letters to an intriguing lady of a 
venal borough in Shroplliiie, and to a ihrewd 
burgher of the fame place, with their anfwers. 

Madam, 

As yon have given fevcral proofs of your Ikill 
and dixterity in eledlions, and the influence^you 
have on Mr. S — , and his fi lends, is well known ; 
I am commiffiuned by the right lionourable lord 

• , to foiicic your intereft in btdialf of two 

friends of his lordihip, whom he has defigncd can- 
didates for your borough, d liere is no need to 
tell you, that he has' power to ferve you and your 
family, and I dare fiy, you do not doubt of his 
inclination to embrace the firll opportunity. 1‘herc 
will be at the next general cledion, a full fcope for 
the exertion of your talents, and of his lorclhip’s 
gratitude, without offending your delicacy. His 
great ellates in the country of isalop, and his great 
connexions in India, will enable him to provide 
amply for your tddefl: fon, either at iu>me or 
abroad ; beliilesfonic donation you have a right to 
fcxpeX for your trouble and aXivity. Offers of 
money, ever fo indiieX, mull be made with cau- 
tion ; and Mr, I — , who is knowm (o be in .ano- 
ther genilcman’s intcndi, muit be kept in igno- 
rance oi tins overture. I do not pretenj to direct 
a iady of your judgment and fagaciiy ; your for- 
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fner luccefs and management arc a fufficient proof 
of both* 1 beg the favour of ananfwer, andam^ 

Madam, Tour's, &cc." 

P. S. I wrote by the fame poft to Mr. B n, 

your friend. I'his is the anfwer. 

S I R, 

“ I am much obliged to you foryoiir compliments, 
and flaj;tercd with your good opinion. Though I 
have been applied to from a certain quarter, you 
may eafily guefs at, with propotals very advanta- 
geous CO my family, I promife you, to ufe the little 
female influence I have bver my ftubborn hufband 
and his bottle companions, to convert them to the 
intereft of the new candidates recommended by his 
lordfhip. They talk of a new penal bill againlf 
corruption, from the punilhmeni of which I hope 
my fex will fereen me. I do not doubt of his lord- 
Ihip's power, and the lalt time I faw him, he cx- 
preffed a defire to ferve my family, which I can- 
not dilbclicve, confiftent with his honour and vera- 
city. In regard to myTcif, I leave that fccond 
confideraclon to bis loid'^oipN geaerofiiy. I (hall 
aft with prudence and caution, though chefe vir- 
tues are not the charaCtcriflics of women. 1 do 
not defpair to gain to. our party Mr. P — , though 
1 think proper, as you do, not to acquaint him 
with the maiked batteries which his lordlhip in- 
tends to play, till v\ithin the eve ot the goidiin cx- 
plofion ; as he is a vain poiuivc man, v/ho would 
not have the name of being led by any other wo- 
Voi.. IV, 4 A 
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ttian*but his wife. You will hear foon further from 
your humble fervant, 


Catherine — 

Yhc letter to the burgher was conceived in the 
following terms, 


SIR, 

<< Lord — having been informed that your 
friend did not fulfil his engagements to you and the 
other conflituents of your borough at the laft elec- 
tion ; his lordftiip has direfted me to offer his in- 
tereft for the place you liad applied for, if you 
will renounce your former connt^^lions, and fup- 
port his friends at the next general elr<fl:ion. Who* 
they arc, you will foon know, provided you engage 
fir them. Though you were of oppofue parties, 
Mr. S — , and you at the late conteft, I wilb you 
would nowad: in concert, as his lady to whom I 
have wrote by this poll, to the fame purpofe, is a- 
mazingly clever in the art of canvafling, and is a 
complcat miflrefs of the art of perfuafion, if fup- 
ported by ftill more convincing arguments. Let 
me know if you approve of this coalition, which 
I think mud forward our dclign. She likes, as 
you know, a little homage and flattering ; no man 
of fenfe thinks it beneath him to pafs feme com- 
pliments on a woman, who is pleafed to be com- 
plimented on her charms and underftanding, when 
he compaffes his end, by this infiiiuation. I fiiall 
be with you very foon, and hope to fpend, with 
you a chcarful evening, I think it is more prudent 

not 
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not to acquaint our friends with my coming, as 
the Itnowiedqe of my arrival may dlfconcrtt out 
meafures and fet the borough into an uproar. I 
wlfli we could gain Mr. I’—, but! am afraid, ho 
is fo bigotted to what he calls the old caufe, that 
1 almoftdefpait of fuccefs. A lino fwm you will 
greatly oblige, Sir, 

Your friend, and humble fcrvant.” 
To this letter the following anfwer was returned. 


SIR, 

“ I have perufed your letter with great attention, 
and was I wrtain lord -- would not d'lappomt 
me as my pretended friend, and fulhhhe pr^m. le he 

lambecomeanunbehcvor^ A f 

tereft, without doing trouble and 

be an ^ I have at 

tnyexpcftations. lihal not^ 

kaft the certainty of an e^u 
lordlbi? docs not 

ivlrs. S-— , i y* , ^ r as we were 

,y in being with her on perfectly well, 

‘before the Ute conieft. actuated, which 

,„j ,h., »»»»'• .I'y !v“"i »i" I"' 

„cHr.C.nrfs=»Jvami>. „„y 
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miy be ufeful, having a great deal of art and ad- 
drcis. It is'impoffible for me to fettle any plan of 
opcrratior.s before 1 fee you ; the fuoner the better ; 
but I muft beg you will tell plainly his lord- 
Ihip, I will not take a fingle ftep in the affair, till 
I have more than words to dt^pend upon. Thovigh 
my friend has neglcfted me, I think he would be 
g\'id to come around, if I would tpufl: him again. 
In the mean time, if he complies with my demands, 
'be may be fure I (hall carry the eledion of his 
friends *, as 1 have already taken fuch meafures as 
will baffle all the efforts of my opponents. 

1 am, Sir, Your humble fervant. 

Thefc letters indicate fufficlcntly the means his 
iordfhip’s agents ufed to bring into parliament his 
friends and clcpcndenrs. Though his fpcculati- 
ons were chiefly diredted to projects of power and 
ambition, even the profpedl of thefe defired ob- 
jeds could not divert his melancholy thoughts, 
nor conquer a dejedtion of fpirits, which a variety 
of ejccurfions and companies were ineffedhial to 
remove. His lordfhip had found formerly a trim- 
fient gratification with demireps ; he was remark- 
ably fond of cards, and took a particular delight 
in feeing the fuperb ftrudture which he had erect- 
ed, gradually fitted up for his reception ; but it 
feemed as if all his fenl'cs had been palled by frac- 
tion, and ennui had befieged all the avenues to 
plcafurc and cnjovmcnf. “ What is the matter, 
(faicl to him one day Mr. Vv^ n, one of his in- 

timate friends and confk'n'ni’s) you arc of laic In - 
come fo penfivc, fo taciturn, and fo abfenr, that 
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tliinff' fcemt" to entertain and amufe you*” 
Th«s ttue, (anfwered his lordfliip) all wotl 'ly 
grandeur can no longer contribute to my happi- 
nefs • no pleafures can procure me a momentary 
Wadtionj no objedt ever fo allunng can 
tempt and ftimulatc my dcfircs. I am like a foil- 
tary^ being amidft routs and aficmblies, ano it 
feems as if my exiftence was a burthen. My bad 
ftatc of health, may make this impreflion on 
mind ; I try to overcome this fadnds, which I 
am afraid' will become habitual ; and if I drive 
againft Nature to be chearful, Ifoon relapfe into 
my former torpor.” You muft not (replied his 
friend) indulge this difpofition : goto Bath, or to 
Spa, there you will find fome new objefts to re- 
create and entertain you.” I have tried all that 
to no purpofc, (faitl his lordfliip) and 1 have 
found no more relief in public diverfions, than in 
the preferiptions of my phyficians.” 

If domellic felicity is the greateft* blefling that 
a man can enjoy in this world, no man was in this 
refpeft more fortunate than Lord Clive. His 
lady, who was a pattern of conjugal afiedion, 
with all the endearing accomplifliments that could 
command mutual love, rdped, and attention, 
ufed all the means which her ingenious folicitude 
and tendernefs fuggefted her, to amide, divert, 
and folace her gloomy lord, in thefe treqiKMU re- 
turns of ladiicis and dejedion. His eldcll Ion, a 
young gentleman of a promifing genius and dilpo- 
iiuon, was coming to that age, which had engaged 
his noble father U) IccUre him a Icat in the Icnaie ; 
and his fccond fon and daiiguters anlwcred I’l^oaily 
all his dcfircs and his expedadons ; yet, the com- 
fort 
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fort he received fro’m a family fo generally agreea- 
ble and dutiful, could not difpcl the heavy clouds 
hanging upon his brow. 

Though the parliamentary enquiry into the no- 
ble lord’s conduft had not anfwcrcd the expefta- 
tions of his adverfarics, the retrolpeftof his lord- 
Ihip's civil and military tranfadions for twenty 
years paft, had exhibited him to the nation, for- 
merly pre-poflefled with high notions of his war- 
like exploits, and his upright adrnini^ftration in 
the Bengal provinces, as a man fortunate, not 
fkillful in the field ; as a rapacious oppreffor, not 
a generous conqueror, and a iVicnd to his coun- 
try; as a levere defpot, not the man, whoinftcad 
of governing the Britifh fubjefts and the natives 
with moderation and equity, had banilhed, per- 
fccutcd, and ruined divers brave and experienced 
officers, and faithful fervants of the company, A 
man of his proud and afpiring fpirit, who had 
1 waved over Indoftan, depofed and refiored fove- 
rcigns at plcafure, and been iifed to the eaftern ho- 
mage of the deified potentates of Afia, to have been 
reduced to the humiliation of confeffing, that In- 
had been forced to ufc the arts of villainy, to de- 
feat the infidious arts of a villain ; in order 
fo palliate the molt ncfiirious adl of perfidy, 
could not be callous to the univerfal odium, fuch a 
difgrnci ful apology niuft have rcflcvtcd on his 
character. He r.nw law himfclf not only con- 
founried in a free (late with the clafs of his felifVvv- 
ful'i.cls, but even could nor derive, from ibe 
iavour and indu’genec of the Icgiflature, a grain 
of piihlic allo.vance for the horrid fcenc? of envd- 
tie-. npd depredations committed in the |)cninlnia 
of l:Ah\ under his fandion. Thefe reproaches 
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daily multiplied in the public piints, and pvi.bi- 
bly a keen remorle of the crimes, lunpc'lrd \iv 
immoderate ambition, poifoncd all his happinds 
and tranquility. 

A man of honour and veracity, who held arc- 
fpedable coinmiflion in the military fervice of the 
company, has given me permiflion to publilhthc 
copy of a letter, which he wrote to his lordfliip 
fome days at ter he repeated the famous fpecch, 
made for him in the Houfe of Commons. It is 
verbatim tranferibed from that copy. 

My Lord, 

I forgive -errors, but never forgive iniiirics. 
Though you have cfcapcd the puniflituent of 
deeds, the very report of which could not 
made by Colonel Burgoync, without the ib'ongeli: 
marks of abhorrence and indignation, you will re- 
main a blafted monument of the legiflature’s cle- 
mency, inftead of having been made an example 
ofits juftice. This great inqiieft of the nation, 
though not productive of the latisfaftion the in- 
jured and oppreflbd had a right to cxpcitt, lias, 
however, opened the eyes of the pub -in, aivl 
brought down the mighty conqueror oi Plailcv, 
and his confederates, on the level with a ot 
free-booters, and lawlefs peculators. U you 
claim the protection ot your rank again d wa re- 
fentmenr, you give up the character ot an oificer, 
who admits no Inch turtle diilinctions, whenever 
the honour of both panics is concerned. Aster 
applying to the laws ot my country for redril-:, 
the difparity of your lortiinc and min': 
little hopes of fuch a repaiatioii, as is confitlenc 
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with my wrongs and my feelings. You have loll: 
your reputation, mine is unfulTied ; yet as a true 
Ibldicr, who fcorns to avail himfclf of this differ- 
ence, eflential as it is, I feck for revenge in the 
fame manner, as if I had to deal with an honoura- 
ble aggreffoi*. After this condefcenfion, I think 
you cannot, without additional fhame, refufe to 
comply with my defires. 

.Your’s, &c.*' 

His lordfldp did not anfwerthis letter, as. the of- 
fended party had a right to expedt ; but it was a 
new fubjedb of mortification to be challenged and 
upbraided with fuch afperlty, by an officer who 
had been difmilfed the company's fervice with 
circumftances of ignominy, by the exprefs com- 
mand of the noble ruler of the Bengal provinces. ’ 

Indeed, if Lord Clive had beeh obliged to fight 
with all hisadverfaries, and to give fatisfadlion as a 
military man to all thofc whom he had injured and 
diftreffed, his riobilitated blood might have often 
attoned as a facrifice to their unmerited difafters, 
and the difgraceful afperfions which his lordfhip 
had thrown againftmenof a fpotlcfs honour and 
unfuUied character. I'hcfc reproaches, and the 
account he had been frequently called to, by many 
faithful fervantsof the company, difearded through 
the illiberal fuggeftions of the noble lord, whilH: 
invefted with the fupremc civil and military adthori- 
ty, humiliating as they were, might have in time di- 
miniflicd the fenfe of their fharpnefs and acrimony, 
had not his ambitious defigns been continually 
thwarted by his rivals in opulence and power. 
The immenfe fums he laviflied in contefted elec- 
tions 
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titJhs U almoft incredible ; and indeed, one could 
hot eafily account for two millions of money re- 
duced to a landed cftatCi the revenue of which is 
computed at feventeen thoufand pounds per ann* 
without being well informed that part of this trea- 
fure was diverted through the channels of bribery 
and corruption, to enflave the conftituents of rot- 
ten boroughs, and form a parliamentary phalanx 
of his creatures, to aft for and a'gainft government, 
as his lordlhip's private views and intereft fliould 
direft. The moft exaft calculation I have heard 
of his lordftiip’s yearly expences, and of the mo- 
ney he paid for the purchafes of his landed cf- 
tates, will be clearly afcertained. It is generally 
known, that his lordfliip was much incumbered 
before his laft voyage to India, which was the 
principal motive of his foliciting an uncontroiiled 
command over the peninfula of India, which had 
never been trufted to any governor of the Eaft In- 
dia company’s fettlements before him. The know- 
ledge he had acquired of the wealth of the country, 
and the plan of cxadHons and monopolies he had 
formed, could not fail of rendering him the rich- 
eft fubjeft in Europe, in money and in fpccie, 
within the fpace of two years only, that the noble 
prefldent remained che real fevereign of Indoftan. 
Indeed, he was candid enough to declare, fince his 
laft return home, that bis fortune had been made 
eafy,- through the tavour and confidence of the 
company* Confcquently, he mull: have reckoned 
the film which he brought home the time betore, 
a fmall reward for his eminent for vices. 
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Vlt fljall ftatc thcfe enormous fums as 
follovrs; 

The golden laurels* of Plaffey, inclu- 
ding the plunder of the depofed 
nabob, after the, revolution in 
Bengal - - - 700,000 

Brought home the fecond time in calh < 
and jewels - -• 1,400,000 

Sum total - - 2,000,000 

The yearly revenue of his lordlhip's 
jaghire, which he enjoyed eleven 
years - - . 30,000 

Making in that fpace of time the fnm of 330,000 

Sum total - - ' - 2,330,000* 

Which fum is thus accounted for. 

His lordlhip^s yearly expences rec- 
koned 50,000 1. during eleven 
years . - 550,000 

Purchafes of landed eftates - - 600,000 

Buildings, repairs, and improvements 300,000 
Eledtions - - 50,000 

Lawyer's fees and fuits - - 60,000 

Spent before his laft voyage to India, 
in extravagance and eledtions - 700,000 

Sum total “ - 2,260,000 

Remains unaccounted for - 60,000 


His 



55 ^ ) 

His lordftiip's ambition was of late chiefly di- 
refted towards the fway which he endeavoured to 
obtain in the county of Salop, his native country ; 
and the borough of Shrewfbury, which he in« 
tended to make his property, in excluding whom- 
foever fhould prelume ro folicit the votes of the 
conftituents, without his nomination, was the 
place where centered the fkilful manoeuvres of 
his indefatigable agents. Unfortunately for the • 
noble lord, a gentleman of great property, and 
different principles, watched with afliduous atten- 
tion over the independency of part of the eleftors, 
and refolved to try the iflue of a contefted eleftion 
againft his opponent, and to beat him on his own 
ground. This unforefeen attack, though confi- 
dered as a daring intrufion by his lordlhip, added , 
much to the natural perturbation of his mind, as 
■ he was fenfible his antagonift was formidable and 
fpirited, confequebtly not likely to relinquifli his 
claims, as he had nothing to hope or fear froni the 
benevolence, or refentment of Lord Clive. 
ther confideration which chagrined his lordmii^ 
was, the probability of undermining an intereft 
which he had eftabliftted with great trouble and 
expences, and if once taken from him, might 
perhas never be recovered by himfelf, or bis po- 
Ifcrity . This conteft, . which was afterwards car- 
ried on, onbothfides with reciprocal fjjint and per- 
verance, gave occafion to the following dialogue 
betwixt one of his lordihip’s agents and anattorncy 
of Shrewfbury. 


Agent, 
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Agent 1 am commiffioned ta wait upon you, 
fir, with lord Clix-e's compliments, who cjtpefta 
you will ftjppoft his intereft at the next ge^ieral 
cleftioti M'ith tho fame fpirit and aftivi^ as you 
did formerly, efpccially as his lordfhip fulfilled his 
promifes to his honour and your adraheage. 

Attorney* I (uppfe his lofdihip does not thinlt 
the lafti juft rewards for my fervices binding at all 
future eledlions, and if my lord expefts I will ex- 
ert my influence over my friends in bis behalf, 
furcly he means to pay me in return a proper com- 
pliment. All obligations on^either fide aic cancel- 
led, as it was nothing but a teciprocality of good 
offices : we muft have a new comradt, fince expe- 
rience has taught me never to depend on the mere 
affurances and profefTed good intentions, cfpecialljr 
from great men, who think a little place once obn 
tained through their favour, can never be fuffici- 
cntly acknowledged, by the perfon who has got 
it. 

. Agent. Indeed, I have no inftrudlions from his 
lordfhip to make you any other offers, but the con- 
tinuation of his friendfbip. I believe, you may rely 
on his gencrofity, as he is known to be an excel- 
lent pay-mafter to all the managers of eltftions, 
employed by his particular defire. , A triflIc will 
not flop him in his career, and he commonly car- 
ries his point coute que coute 

Attorney. All this will not do for me ; his lord-* 
flfip has now an Opponent equally formidable by 
hit wealth and power ; if I ferve him, I am certain 
he will be a great frieqd to me and my family, \ 
caonot give up the acquifition of fuch a client, 

■ - with- 
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without beiog munificently rewarded for fuch a fa- 
criBcc. 

The confultation erded here, and the lawyer 
who was fufpefted of double dealing, loft his an- 
cient patron, and could not inlinuaie himfelf into 
the good graces of the new candidate. 

Though his lordlhip was returned the fitting 
member, lb many circumftances of the unfair and 
illegal means he had ufed to gain a majority of votes, 
were to be ftated by his opponent, refolved to peti- 
tion the houfe, that lord Clive defpairing :o main- 
tain a feat in the Icgiflature, for which Jcveral of 
the confticuents hail bartered their birth-right ; 
with the aprehenfioris of being again expofed in the 
face of the fenatc, before whom his public conduft 
had been of late fo feverely arraign-.d, could not 
bear the idea of anew parliamentary enquiry, which 
he was fenfible muft prove difgraceful to him, and 
declare him unduly elcfted for the very borough, 
furrounded with his eftates and dependents. ^ Kf- 
fedivcly the decifion of the committee appointed 
by the houfe of commons, who declared after his 
lordlhip’s death, the petitioner the legal member, 
proved that his fears were well grounded. Ever 
fincc bis lordlhip was convinced that his competi- 
tor muft triumph at laft, in this conteft ; he grew 
ftill more fullen and melancholy than before. The 
fociety of bis moft intimate friends could not force 
even a fmile from his dejedted countenance : even 
at times he indulged his gloomy ideas to that point, 
that he did fliun his own family. idi this depref- 
fion of mind, his health growing daily more im- 
paired, he funk under the weight of ihtle compli- 
gated afflictions. His lordlhip was perfuaded by 



I 554 1 

his phyficians to go to Bath, in hopes that he would 
find fame relief from his bpdlly ipfirmities, and 
feme an^ufement ip the public rooms i but he tried 
in vain, thislail rcfource : formerly whill was his 
favourite game, but his lordftilp’s abfence and in- 
attention could not efcape the obfervations of his 
partners, who attributing their joint lofs to his 
grofs mirtakes, gave hinn a difguft for their com- 
pany, and the gaming table. Having found mote 
and more by pains which he deemed incurable, and 
impatient to bq rekalcd by any means whatfoever 
of this unrelenting defpondcncy, his lordlhip re- 
turned to London in great halte, and came unex- 
pefted tojils houfe in Berkley -Square, in a fcemlng 
agony of body and mind. He fent immediately 
for his phyficians, and having confulted two fepe- 
rately, without hopes of immediate relict from their 
art ; he inveighed bitterly againft their fkill which 
be called quackery and impofidon. Thus deftitute 
of all human comfort, and having loft all defires 
for worldly enjoyments, he retired to a diftanc a- 
partment, where having wrote three letters, one 
diredted to a great lawyer, the other to a diredtor 
of the Eaft India company, and the third to a cer- 
tain opulent upftart ; all of them paid him a vilic ; 
the firft immediately after the reception of his lord- 
fhip’s letter, with whom he had a private confultation 
which. lafted about two hours. The other tw^o pei- 
fons, who had been of his lord(hip*sfccret councils in 
India, came afterwards, and after fome difeourfe pro- 
pofed to fend for a fourth perfon who lived near 
Berkeley-Squarc, to amufe his lordlhip with a par- 
ty at whift, with w'bich propofal he complied with 
^reac ieeming reludtance, by dint of entreaties. 

HoWe- 
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he remained till flcat twelve o’clock, hvingpre- 
vioully declared to his lady fhatie wilhed [o be 
alone. However, her ladyfhip growina uncalV 
fhe entered the room, and tried to perfuade him 
to eat fomething before he went to bed. He drank 
a glafs of wine and water, and faid, he dreaded to 
go to bed, as he was certain to find there neither 
reft nor comfort ; he at laft yielded to his lady’s 
intreaties, and retired to his bed-chamber *, the 
fervant who undrefled him and laid in an anti- 
chamber adjacent to his lordfhip’s room, heard him 
breathing all night in pain and agony. On the bft 
fatal day December, of his unhappy exifccnce on 
this planatory world, his lordfliip got up at his 
ufual hour, which was about nine oklock in the 
winter, and having walked in his night gown, from 
one apartment to the other with vifible marks of a 
great perturbation of mind ; fometimes abforbed 
in meditation, at other intervals opening a cheft of 
drawers and looking 'at divers bundles of papers, 
till about eleven o’clock, that his lordPnip drank a 
di(h of tea without taking any other food more 
fubftantial. Betv/lxt twelve and one o’clock he 
received another vifit from the great lawyer his 
friend and counfellor, and remained alone an hour 
in dole converfation with him. When he was kdc 


alone, he continued in the fame agitation, as Tome 
of his ferv’^ants obferved when he tang t(ie bell to 
give orders, which he countcTiiianded in an inflant 
afterwards. During this time his lorddiip's- coach 

was 
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Was waiting for him at his door, acccording to his 
diredtion ; it was then near three o’clock ; his 
valetvdc-chambre was waiting to drefs his mailer^ 
who had retired into his water-clofet with a (harp 
razor found afterwards laying on the ground by 
him. 

As none but the fupreme fearchcr of the hearts 
can judge of the motives of human aftions commit- 
ted in privacy, we do not prefume to afeertain whe- 
ther it was a fit of infani^y or through hurry and in- 
experience in the art of lhaving himfelf, that he un- 
fortunately cut the jugular ycin. His fall was 
heard, and he was found weltering in his bloody 
without lymptoms of life* Shocked as the firft 
difeoverer of this tragedy was, at the horrid fight^ 
he had the prudence to difpatch one of the fervants 
to one of his lordfhip’s phyficians, as by his mailer’s 
orders. 

The doftor, equally amazed and terrified at 
the exhibition of the lifclefs corpfe, faid, His 
lordlhip wants now an undetaker, not a phyfi- 
cian ; and, after a few ciueftions relating to the 
circumftanccs which preceded this cataftrpphe, he 
retired. The houfc being all in an uproar and 
confternation, it was impoffible to conceal this fa- 
tal deed from the family ; how it was contrived to 
avoid the difgraccful inquifition of the coroner, 
and how further proceedings were Hopped, in re- 
gard to this unhappy affair, is too delicate and 
nice point for me to difeufs. When the under- 
taker came to put the corple into the coffin, he 
was reprimanded for his curious infpedion. His 
lordffiip’s remains were carried in great privacy, 
and depofited in the family vault at Landover, 
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near Shrewlbury. His lordftiip hid difpcJfed by 
will of his real and perfonal cftates in the follow- 
ing manner : to his eldeft fon, the prefLiit Lord 

Clive, member of parliament for in Shrop- 

fhire, feventeen thoufand pounds a year in landed 
eftates, befides the overplus ariling from his lord- 
Ihip’s jagheer, after having paid two thoufand 
pounds a year to Lady Clive, with the enjoyment, 
during her ladyfliip’s life, of Walcot, near Bi- 
fliop’s Caftle, for her country rcfidencc; thirty 
thoufand pounds to each of his two daughters, and 
fix thoufand a year to his youngeft fon, befulcs 
confidcrable legacies to feveral of his friends and 
dependants. 

If the reader thinks we have animadverred too 
fcvercly on his lordlhip's military charaftcr and 
public tranfadtions, the records of the Hoiifc of 
Commoiis, and the report of Colonel Burgoyne, 
chairman of the committee of enquiry into the 
Eaft-India affairs, will fliovv, that we have been 
aduated neither b\' rancour, nor prejudice. We 
arc forry, that in inch a complication ot matrers, 
which did not come to hand in a proper time to 
be placed in a regular order, according to the. 
dates ; divers repetitions occur in the coiirfe of 
the Narrative, which is not perhaps fo well con- 
needed that in a woik Icfs voluminous,^ in 
which the thread is not imei runted by a muliipii- 
city of tranl?Adions, ierters, and memorials, 
which could not he otnittjd coniitlcnily^ with out 
promiie ot giving a tuli informat..on of tlw India 
affairs, in a rctrul{''v*d: ot twenty )ears. \\ e can 
fay, with truth, that, not'aith (landing the illibe- 
ral and unprecedented cvidciuu ol this pertorm- 
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awce, "after the publication of. the.firft volwtne, it 
is fuller of matter and implication, arid infi- 
nitely cheaper than all the books publifhed of late 
years on India afiairs ; and whoever refides in that 
country, or has any connexion at home or abroad 
with the company, will be fcnfible of its utility. 

We cannot conclude without acknowledging, 
that lord Clive had acquired a thorough knowledge 
of the genius, manners, laws, cuftoms, and reli- 
gions, of the Gentoes, and the Mahometan ufurp- 
ers, their opprefibrs, having obferved with the mi- 
nuteft attention the radical vices of their govern- 
ment, the weak proofs of their power, and the 
advantages of the European military dilbipline, in^ 
overturning this fuperllrudure, the EaftJndiii' 
company, who had delegated the fupreme, civil,, 
judicial, and military power, to bis lordlbip, in 
the extenfive dominions of Bengal, might have 
tempted any other man of the fame wealth and 
intlucncc, to make himfclf an independent fovc- 
reigu of part of the rich peninfula of India, al- 
fified by the mogul and the nabobs, who had con- 
ceived the hlghcll opinion of his lordfiiip's abili- 
ties, and were rcllored bv his authority to their 
rcfjicdlivc dominions. This is an inflancc ot his 
lordfiiip’s moderation, which docs not feem lo 
confident with his ambitious views. 
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G L OSS ARY 

EXPLAINING 
Such of the Persic and Isuiak 

WORDS 

Ai are commonly o-fed in the 

EAST INDIA SETTLEMENTS. 


JNNjF., the fixteenth part of a roypce. 

Jazecy an addrels to the king, fo called from 
the two initial words always ufed in inch an ad- 

AJfammeey a dependent ; or any p’erfon on whom 

a claim is made. ^ ^ 

Ameeriy or Ameen^ a fupervilor ; a perfon em- 
ployed to examine and regulate any buimcls. 
Aumily an ofliccr of the revenues. 

Artrm'y a pl-.ice where goods arc manvi allured, 

or produced for fale. 

Ba^u intoxicating juice of a vegetable. 
Banyauy a Gentoo Icrvant, employed in the ma^ 
nagoment of commercial aflliirs. 


4 
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Batta^ an extraordinary allowance to the army 
when abroad in the field, or in any country where 
garrilon proviiions arcfcarcc. 

Bazar y a daily market. 

Betel j a leaf, ufed by the' Indians in the man- 
ner of tobacco. 

Bramhiy a pricfl. 

Buckjhee^ treafuyer to the mogul. 

Bunder i a cuftom-houfe. 

Buxyy apay-maftcr. 

Calarrccy afalt-work. 

^ Caourii fixteen puns of cowries, equal to nearly 
eight-pence of Englifti money. 

Chiman^ fine flacked lime. 

Chekey^ a guard ; alfo a place appointed for the 
receipt of cuftoms. 

ChokeyJar^ the officer of a guard. 

Chopy a fmall feal, on which is engraved the 
name of the mogul, and the year of the hegyra. 

Choultry^ an open houfe for all travellers, the 
fame as the Turkifli caravanfera. 

Chouty properly a fourth, but commonly ufed 
to exprefs the tribute which the Marattas claim, 
and raife on all the governments in India. 

Chubdary an attendant, whofc office is to carry 
meffages, and to proclaim the approach of vifi- 
tors, &c. 

dreary a general name for the government, or 
perfons concerned in the adminiftration. 

Coffreesy is now become thc,gencrnl name for 
all Negroes which arc brought to India from the 
Cape, the Coail: of Guinea, or any other part of 
Alrica, 


dlLties, 
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Colleries, inhabitants of the woods under the 
government of the Polygars. 

Cooley y a labourer of any kind. 

CofSy a little more than two miles. 

Cowky a proteftion. 

Cowm, a Ihcll which paffes for money in the 
province of Bengal, the i6oth part of a penoy. 

Cutwaly an inferior olFicer or the police, whofe 
bufinefs is to try and decide petty mifdemeanors 
within a certain diftridt. 

Dandecy a waterman, or rower. 

Deloly a broker. 

Dewariy the fecond officer in the province, whofe 
bufinefs is to fuperintend the lands and collcdions. 
Alfo the ftewards of any man of rank. 

Dooley, a woman’s chair, fomewhat like a fedan. 

Durbar, the court of a Mogul prince, or place 
where they meet in council. 

Duftucky an order, or ordinance. 

Firmar, br Phirmaund, a patent, or paper figned 
by the mogul. • 

Gentooy or Zentoo, Indians, idolaters. 

Gontaftaby an agent, or fador. 

Gunge, a wholcfome market, principally for 
grain. 

Haniy a market on ftated days. 

Hazarree, a commander of gummen, literally a 
commander of a thoufand. 

Hegyra, the Mahometan sera. 

jageer, or jaghirc, a territory of domain 
granted for a particular ufe, cither to maintain a 
number of troops, or keep a tort in repair, and 

foinetimcs a penfion. . 

Jemindar, 
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Jemidar^ or Zemidafy officers of horfe or foot, 
and fomctimcs people of rank employed about the 
perfons of the great. 

Killidar, a governor of a fort. 

Larky of rupees, about 12,500!. 

Maundy a variable weight; at Bengal 761b. at 
Surat 37ilb. in Perfia the Taberefe maund is only 
fix pounds. 

Md'Vy or gold Mhor, a gold coin, worth from 
1 2 to 1 5 rupees. 

MoonJIifCy a fecrctary for the PciTian language. 

j\IoorSy the Mahometants, improperly fo called. 

Nabeby (properly nawab, being the plural of 
naib) a title given to every of noble rank. 

By pre-eminence it is generally ufed to fignify the 
Nazim. 

Naib, a deputy. 

Nazim, the firfl officer of a province, in whofe 
hand the executive power is lodged. He is ulu^ 
aliv, for dillinftion, fiiled the nabob. 

bmrafis, Privy-counfellors ; men of the firll: 
rank in the empire. 

Paddy, rice in the hulk. 

Pagoda, an Indian temple. - 

Vapoda, a C(fin paid by the company at eight 
Shillings, but intrinfically worth feven {hillings 
and eighr'j>ence. 

Pdldiikun, a bed, fupported by a wanulen or 
\\n^\ fr.nijc (/f fix feet and near three (cct 

lenad, f.dt. nul at e teh end with ernfs llieks to a 
lijiiiboo tiitcen leet long, which ioiivts an areh 
(,\\rtlie paliiikecn, or bed, and is covered with 
a caiU'[g ut clotlj. 

Paragrma, 
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Paragana, any diflridl of country. 

Parfei'Sy worfliippcr's of lire. 

Pciiamar^ a poll or ineflcnger, fent from place 
to place. 

Ptom^ a name for the infontry of the dcckan. 
Pdtah, the town furrounding an Indian fort. 
Phonfilar, a renter. 

lord of a fmall territory. 

PuHy eighty cowries, of the value of about an 
halfpenny. 

Raja, the higheH: title ofthcGentoo princes. 
Rijja la, an independent corps of horie. 

Rupee, about 2 s. 5 d. 

Saueclsy commilTions, or grants for particular 
countries. 

Sanlar, nn officer of horfe. 

Seaih'y, Indian foldicrs, which are entertained 
and difciplined by Europeans. 
iiliab, the king, or emperor. 

Sliabzada, a prince, or foil of a king. Any per- 
fon of royal extraftion. 

Shroff, a money-changer, or banker. 

Sicca, a coin, commonly ufed to fgnify 
rupee of the ikngal mints. 

Sircar, the talte. 

S.rpab, a rich drefs. 

Sonb.i, viceroy of one or two great provinces. 
"lank, a pond, or poohffi water. 

'['ank:, the revenue appropriated by the mo^^ul 
for the maintenance of a licet at Surat. 
fom, tor/n, drums. 













